Mark Your Calendars for SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 3 – 5 pm
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DOG DAY MIXER
WE NEED YOUR DOGS
AND YOU!

We need you to employ your dogs for this festival of Hot dogs, ice
cream, music, and dogs that allow the students to mix, feel our welcome and
help with early Fall Term transition. Make sure to leave this time open for fun and interaction with the
newest students at Elon. Sponsored by the University Relations Committee.

Be Here For Rally Day 2022
The Board of Christian Education would like to welcome everyone back to church and back to
Sunday School on Sunday, September 11. We will once again set up our Coffee Bar that was started
pre-pandemic for you to grab a cup of coffee on your way to class. The children and youth Sunday School
classes will once again be up and running. Sharon Wheeler will be teaching our K-4th
grade children and Bev Orwig will be leading our Middle and High School group. Our
third graders, Amelia and Benjamin Harmon, will receive Bibles on that day. Our
teachers of Sunday School, Women’s Fellowship, Youth Group, and Faith Walk will be
recognized on Rally Day. Join us for a fun day at church.

We are so pleased to introduce Claire Jurs, who will be our next
Director of Children, Youth and Adult Bell Choirs. She has a depth of skills
directing music programs and has experience in so many things! To say we are
excited as she begins is an understatement! September and October will be a time
for her to get acclimated and begin her ministry with us, so this is a chance to
welcome her.
She does have a challenge awaiting her as the post-pandemic ways we emerge towards and get
involved will mean a time of re-building and even some new ways and expressions for our music program.
She joins Stephen Futrell and Joy Rust as they too continue to call on us for our engagement and sharing
with others in the great opportunities that await for our wonderful music ministry. Welcome Claire!
P.S. We will be recognizing Eden Brown’s ministry here at a date to be announced. The good news is that she is
around till next year before they have to move to LSU. So, we will let you know about that soon. – Pastor Randy
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Grow, Experience, Reach
As we edge toward Autumn
in September, we find ourselves full
on in Fall activities. Sunday School
for all ages, gathering for choirs, bell
choirs, KICK, COOL Youth, all of our
prayer and study programs as well as fellowships along with regular
worship; are a sign of involvement and ways to experience and share
in ministry.
The very reason these programs are important to us is that
we are called into church community to receive spiritually. All that we
do, learn, and involve ourselves in is based on this very heart of the
spiritual needs we all seek. With worship, learning, and service comes
a deepening of the spiritual sense that we see as Grow, Experience,
and Reach.
Everyone has a spiritual calling, but not always a
connection. When we acknowledge the call, we are immediately
growing. Spirituality is never static, just as faith is not just something
we have or don’t have. Growth is synonymous with faith. Seeking,
worshipping, turning over our hearts, and receiving in any way is a
path to growth as an individual and as one in community. If growth
was not important, there would be no need for church. The very idea
of the presence of faith is a call for more depth. Love is always
growing and opportunities on our life journeys mean growth and
change are just as natural as breathing. Our calls to take part
assumes all of us are growing. So, we hear, “Come Grow with us!”
Whether we can do one thing, or a lot of things is based
upon our place on our life’s journey. But ability to do should not be
confused with the spiritual sense of Experience. You see, none of this
matters if we see no sense of experiencing all that God gives us in
the midst of our receiving and giving. Having the ability to do

The Torch

something that is devoid of the beauty, the sharing of faith and love,
the movement of God in what is happening and how it touches you
and those involved is empty and leads to burnout, mean-spirit, and
even missing the whole point of what we do. I remember going into
worship as a 17-year-old boy and experiencing the presence of God
that strengthened me in ways I never expected. Throughout the years
the experience of feeding the homeless, sharing acceptance to a
person who felt outcast, even pastoring duties that are mundane have
been moments of warmth, love, and a deep sense that God was in
the midst of it. We need to see that experiencing is at the center of
all we do.
Finally, reaching beyond our comfort zones, our own sense
of what we know means that we can risk because God provides new
insights, new experiences, and allows us to grow in ways we have yet
to see. Reaching also means that we don’t always do what we have
done before but allows us to accept new paths. Reaching is a
spiritual call so we don’t sit in cynicism and feeling let down because
things aren’t the same. It allows for grace to be received and to
share as part of our spiritual selves.
There are other words we may use, but this Fall as we
grow, experience, and reach as a community of faith, we are being
authentic church. Ask if there are ways you can explore and involve
yourself in what is known to us as our spiritual selves. God is with
us!
On a personal note, my surgery was a success, and I am
100%. My recovery is a process that will not affect my work. I
appreciate your caring words but know that I am fully able to fulfill
my ministry calling here as your Pastor. I appreciate your prayers
always.
Love,
Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

Bible study that gives us the opportunity to be immersed in scripture verse to
verse, setting in history, literary forms, and adding our questions and discussions of their
meaning in a community gathering is really a very good way to learn scripture. Everyone
is welcome! We are in the Gospel of Luke and you will find the time enlightening and
challenging. Come grow with us!
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KICK Group September Meeting
KICK Group Will meet on Sunday, September 18. We will make some bread and talk about what Communion means
to the church and to us. The time is yet to be determined as we set up bell and choir practices soon.

COOL/EDGE September Meeting
COOL/EDGE Youth Group will meet on Sunday, September 18. The time is yet to be determined as we set up our bell
and choir practices soon. We will have a mission night were we will assemble health kits for Church World Service.

Living and Learning—September 25—6:30 pm
Dana Roseboro, Executive Director of Peacehaven Farm, will join us to share with the ministry of
Peacehaven Farm with us. Peacehaven Farm was our “mission” project for Vacation Bible School and we raised
$85 dollars which they used to make birdhouses for their trails on the farm. This is a working farm that
houses 4-6 developmentally challenged adults who are housed on the farm. Dana will share about the farm, its
purpose and how we can help with their community.

Notes from the Treasurer
Thank you to all of ECC’s members and friends who support our Church and its
missions through your gifts of time and money. Many are taking advantage of our online giving
service. Others are mailing in checks to our office. Did you know you could also consider making
a gift of appreciated stock or securities?
Giving appreciated stock can often be more beneficial than giving cash. With this
approach, the cost of your gift is often less than the deduction you gain by making it. Just
transfer stock or securities that you have owned for at least a year, and ECC can in turn sell it
and use the proceeds for annual or restricted needs, however you direct.
Other benefits of giving appreciated stock? You receive an immediate income tax deduction for the fair market value of the securities
on the date of transfer, even if you originally paid much less for them. You also pay no capital gains taxes on the transfer when the stock is
sold.
Talk with your financial advisor about the best options for you. If a gift of stock or appreciated securities might be a good choice for
your giving, call Maggie Byerly and she will be happy to work with you directly to make your gift-giving as easy as possible.

Sunday School and Worship
Ways Teachers Needed
With church getting back to “normal” we are want to start offering Sunday
School and Worship Ways, our children’s worship, to our families. If anyone is interested
in helping with Sunday School and/or Worship Ways, please let Pastor Sharon know by
signing up on the bulletin insert or e-mailing her at wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com.

Page 4

BE THE CHURCH

The Torch

ECCUCC to the Elon Phoenix Football Game
September 17 at 6 pm
With the excitement around Football Sunday, there was a request that we
plan a trip to the Elon Football Game. We are making that happen! The Elon Phoenix
take on Gardner Webb in their opening game on Saturday, September 17 at 6 pm in
Rhodes Stadium. The cost for tickets will be $10. Those who want may meet in the
parking lot of the church at 5 pm. Bring your tailgate meal and walk over to the
stadium together. Those who cannot walk that far, we will shuttle you over that
evening. If you are interested in going, please let Sharon Wheeler know by signing up
on the bulletin insert or emailing her at wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com.

The Back program at ECC is a home grown program which began in 2015. There was a growing
and acknowledged problem in Alamance County for families, with children, who did not have enough food
to feed their children on the weekends. This church generously got involved and began the back pack
program. Twice a month a group of 4 women gather to pack bags to be distributed at Elon Elementary
school. We deliver them to the school and the school social worker delivers them to the children every
Friday. The families are vetted by the social worker. Our backpacks contain two breakfasts, two lunches,
two dinners and some snacks. We have serviced between 12 – 26 families during the school year.

–
The simple act of buying produce, locally produced items, and real food from our weekly farmers
Market has benefits a plenty. Pass the word and take part in great food, crafts, and surprises that are worth
that weekly trip! See you there!

Refugee Resettlement Project Update
We’re now getting to the best part of our refugee support effort – welcoming and becoming friends with our family! Karen and Peter
Meyers, Dorrie and Rich Roedner, Keith and Nancy Wiley, Russ Martin, and Dan and I have had a very busy couple of weeks, getting the apartment outfitted and the family started on the essential services. But now the other welcome team members who’ve passed the background checks
were invited to meet them on a zoom call, and they’ll be helping with transportation, shopping, practicing English and in other ways from now
on. Valery and Antoinette, the parents, are eager to learn English and to assimilate. They’ve raised four delightful boys: Modeste (age 13), Aime
(11), Innocent (9), and Junior (almost 1). The boys are enrolled in school and are amazingly well-behaved! (At WalMart this week, after watching Aime help with loading groceries on the belt and then putting them in the cart, a lady was so impressed that she bought him and his
brothers each a bag of Skittles!) We need to be careful not to overwhelm them while they’re still getting started
with English, but you’ll enjoy getting to know the family! We’ll let you know when specific needs arise, although gift
cards are always welcome. You’ve been so generous already, and the family (and the team!) are grateful!

- Paula James
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Is T here Someone You’d Like To
Honor or Remember With Flowers?
Help us beautify the altar with your sponsorship of flowers. Choose from one of the silk arrangements the church
has available or purchase fresh flowers. If you choose a silk arrangement, in lieu of fresh flowers, please make a donation
to a church fund of your choice or your favorite charity and make your dedication for the bulletin as desired. Some
members choose to reserve a birthday or anniversary date each year. I can accommodate that. Please email or call Cindy
Hammond to reserve your Sunday at chammond1@centurytel.net or 920-915-0259. Thank you!

Women's Fellowship - Welcome Back!
Please plan on attending the September Women's Fellowship Meeting on Monday, September, 12 at 10:30 in
the CLC. You can come in person or on Zoom. Light refreshments will be provided. As we begin the new year (September
- June) we will be looking at ways to incorporate The Sabbath into our special and personal lives. There are also going
to be some changes to discuss. So whether you've been attending Women's Fellowship for years, months, or never, please
join us! Contact Betty Griffin or Bev Orwig if you have any questions.

YOU'LL GO NUTS OVER THIS! PECANS ARE BACK!
Remember when you could purchase pecans at church for holiday baking and snacking? Well, after a
2 year hiatus due to the pandemic, the Women's Fellowship is thrilled to be bringing it back. For several
years the Fall Pecan Sale has been the main source of income for the Women's Fellowship, funds which then
are turned around and given to programs like Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) and Christmas Cheer, to
name just two. More information will be coming soon. Please look for announcements in the October Torch,
weekly worship bulletins, and through Joys and Concerns emails.

The Soaring High Book Club Welcomes You!
We had a great time on August 22 sharing our favorite books of the summer. We will be meeting on
Monday, September 26 at 1:00 in the CLC classroom. The book we’ll be reading is: Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're
Wrong About the World – and Why Things Are Better Than You Think is a 2018 book by Swedish physician,
professor of international health at Karolinska Institute[1] and statistician Hans Rosling with his son Ola Rosling and
daughter-in-law Anna Rosling Rönnlund. In the book, Rosling suggests that the vast majority of people are wrong
about the state of the world. He demonstrates that his test subjects believe the world is poorer, less healthy, and
more dangerous than it actually is, attributing this not to random chance but to misinformation.[3][4] This is the
Elon University Freshman Read. It doesn’t appear that the authors will be making a trip to the university as we
had hoped, but no matter. We’ll have a hardy discussion about this thought-provoking book. There are a few
extra copies in the church library. Remember, you can attend on Zoom, and our book club is not solely for church
members. The book we’ll be reading for October is The Island of the Sea Women by Lisa See.
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Join Us In Remembering
Fred Canova
The family of Fred and Connie Canova will be hosting Meet and Greet after the worship service on
September 25 in memory of Fred. Kristi’s Catering will be providing light refreshments. Please join us to remember
Fred and show Connie your support.
Justice and Witness Committee meets on the 4th Sunday of the month immediately
following worship in the CLC classroom. That means we'll be meeting this month on
September 25. We'd love for you to join us. The emphasis for September and October is
Voting Rights. If you have any questions, please reach out to Bob Martin or Bev Orwig.

WANT TO LEARN
AND PARTICIPATE
MORE IN THE
DENOMINATION?
THE United Church of Christ is
inviting us to learn and participate in real
time with the direction of our
denominational appeals and focus. Cost is
$50. But we can meet as a group at the
church to attend this Summit. The Emerging
Church in a Post-Pandemic World!
September 19-21, 2022 | Online event*
Join us as we envision what a vibrant,
healthy church looks like as it emerges
from the pandemic.
REGISTER NOW
https://web.cvent.com/event/3be55861-8b0d439e-bfdc-b10e088518c1/summary
*Scholarships are available. Contact the
office if you are interested in meeting as a
group or register on your own.
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By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
August 21, 2022
Treasurer’s Report showed a significant deficit for the month of June, with quarterly payments to Missions paid on schedule. However, July’s
surplus gave us a YTD margin of over $7K and a total account balance of over $308K. Due to recent policy changes in how the CLC can be
used, Lori forecasts that our CLC rental income for the year will be $4K lower than our budgeted $20K. Financial support for the Refugee
project is meeting expenses currently, so we have not needed to use any of the 2021 Surplus funds to cover costs temporarily. Thank you for
your generosity!
Trustees approved a request from the Town of Elon to incorporate a small corner of our property into the proposed “social district,” where the
tents will soon become a formal Plaza. Trustees also approved the Town’s request to install an interactive sculpture there (near intersection of
N. Williamson and W. College Ave.). The sculpture is a bowl planter with rings around it on which are mounted kaleidoscopes for viewing the
contents. Insurance concerns have been addressed.
Deacons shared results from their recent 4-question survey to find out how important it is to our members that worship services be broadcast
and recorded. 126 people responded. Majority of people say they do attend worship in person, but a significant portion do continue to watch
via remote broadcast or make use of recordings. Ted Henson would like our homebound members to know that church leadership is fully aware
that audio & visual reception is often not what it should be. Your frustrations mirror ours! There are only a few remedies (band-aids) available
to us because proper equipment is completely unavailable. We will continue to pursue incremental improvements in this area. Stay tuned!
Board of Christian Education reported that VBS taught 35 children from our community about Peace! We will continue to partner with the local
Peacehaven Farm ministry for ECC’s monthly Living & Learning presentation on Sept. 25. KICK and the Youth Group will kick off the new school
year on Aug. 28, and our children’s weekly music education program will begin a few weeks later. We are inviting everyone (especially children)
back to in-person Sunday School, starting with Rally Day on Sept. 11. Trunk or Treat will be Sunday, Oct. 30.
Missions & Outreach Board is pursuing opportunities for service in the fall. Youth will again assemble hygiene kits for Church World Service.
The Board is looking into ways that members of our congregation can assist Habitat for Humanity besides working on building sites! There are
also needs for fundraising, homeowner education, etc. School supplies this year are being collected at the Town of Elon’s police station through
August 28.
Board of Evangelism worked hard this past month to welcome guests to our church by hosting shared meals! Music Camp children had fun
piling toppings onto their ice cream sundaes at Meet & Greet. Elon Univ football players appreciated our hospitality, and we were happy to
bring back the long-standing tradition of getting to know them as individuals. Thanks to everyone who contributed home-cooked dishes to
share!
Associate Minister’s Report – Pastor Sharon kept church activities running smoothly, while Randy was away from his office during much of July.
Besides preaching on 3 Sundays and leading additional services at Twin Lakes and Village at Brookwood, she organized major parts of every
event that happened at ECC during the summer! (Randy’s shoes are hard to fill!) Please thank Pastor Sharon when you see her!
Senior Minister’s Report – Pastor Randy is back in full swing. He shared updates on recent events, and reported on progress and frustrations
surrounding the Refugee Resettlement effort. It is going well but many things are more complicated than we were led to expect. Randy thanks
the congregation for providing financial resources for this ministry. Music Camp reached 55 young people, and 220 worshippers filled the
sanctuary on August 14 to hear them share songs of praise! Eden Brown and Maggie Byerly did a fabulous job of coordinating another
successful week.
New Business – We are pleased to welcome Claire Jurs as our new Bell Director! The Council voted to approve the Personnel Committee’s
recommendation to hire her to fill the part-time position.

Next Council meeting is set for Sunday, September 11, immediately after worship in the church library.
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Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch
(seen below). You can also go to our website and
click on the FINANCE tab, to set up an account
for regular online giving. Please take into account
that we pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid
with a credit card. Debit cards and checking
accounts are encouraged! If you cannot make an
online payment, checks are welcome to be mailed
to PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.
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Usher Schedule
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

John Henderson and Ralph Waller
Ray and Gayle Pollard
Charlie and Joanne Merical
Bev Orwig and Brielle Orwig

Liturgist Schedule

Deacon On Call

9/4
9/11
9/18
9/25

9/4
9/11
9/18
9/25

Russ Martin
Skylar Foxworth
Connie Canova
Bob Martin

Howard Welborn
Manda Stiegel
Russ Martin
Grace Jones

Altar Flower and Greeter Schedule
September
September
September
September

4
11
18
25

Tom Conally
Sue & Dan Kuhn
Judy Foxworth & Deborah Thorpe
Nancy & Robert Luce

Olga Griswold
Kaye Zinsmeyer
Lauren Hanley
Kay Elder
CJ Bateman
Nina Byerly
Millard Gold
Bev Orwig
Gertrude Liscum
Gail Orsvath
Vicki Price
Ann Vickers
Paul Byerly
Linda Vogg
Taylor Drummond
Philip Ramsey
Olivia Hopkins
Bill and Betty Blanchard
Bud and Helen Fisher
Ron and Sue Baker
Matt and Racheal Stimpson

9/1
9/1
9/2
9/4
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/6
9/6
9/6
9/9
9/9
9/10
9/10
9/10
9/11
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/14

Simone Tang
Martha Wilson
Martin Ziegner
Christopher Barringer
Randy Orwig
Fiamma Lujan
Gavin Nicholson
Ray Covington
Judy Foxworth
Bill Menikheim
Brian Gold
Elizabeth Goodwin
Joann Peterson
Marlene Conner
Dan James
Betty Strong
Sue Baker
Fred and Carol Lehman
Bob and Connie Martin
Richard and Janet Allen
Larry and Betty Strong

9/12
9/13
9/13
9/14
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/30
9/21
9/22
9/25
9/28

Mailed: 8/26/2022

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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