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Kings I8:18 (NRSV)

1 KiNGS 18:5-1S (NRSV)
Then Ahab said to Obadiah, ,,Go through
the land to all the springs of water and to all t[e
wadis; perhaps we may find grass to keep the
horses and mules alive, and noi lose some of
the animals."
6 So they divided the land between them io
pass through it; Ahab went in one direction by
himself, and Obadiah went in another direction
by himself.
7 As Obadiah was on the way, Elijah met
him; Obadiah recognized him, feil on his face,
and said, "ls it you, my lord Elijah?,,
B He answered him, "lt is L Go, tell your lord
that Elijah is here."
I And he said, "How have I sinned, that you
would hand your servant over to Ahab. to kill
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me?
10 As the Lord your God lives, there is no na_
tion or kingdom to which my lord has not sent to
seek you; and when they would say, ,He is not
here,' he would require an oath of the kingdom
or nation, that they had not found you.
11 But now you say, 'Go, tell your lord that Eli_
jah is here.'
12 As soon as I have gone from you, the spirit
of the Lord will carry you I know not where;'so,
when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find
you, he will kill me, although I your servant have
revered the Lord from my youth.
13 Has it not been told my lord what I did when
Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, how I hid
a hundred of tne Lord's prophets flfty to a cave,
and provided them with bread and water?
14 Yet now you say, 'Go, tell your lord that Elijah is here'; he will surely kill me."
15 Elijah said, "As the Lord of hosts lives, be_
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1 KINGS 18:S-1S (KJV)
And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the
land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all
brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save
the horses and mules alive, ifrat we lose not all
the beasts.
6 So they divided the land between them to
pass throughout it: Ahab weni one way by himself, and Obadiah went anoiher way by hiinsetf,
7 And as Obadiah was in the way, behold,
Eiijah met him: and he knew him, and feil on his
face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elrjah?
I And he answered him, i am; go, tell thy
lord, Behold, Elijah is here.
I And he said, What have I sinned, that thou
wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of
Ahab, to slay me?
10 As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no na_
tion or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to
seek thee: and when they said, He is not there;
he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, thai
they found thee not.
11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Be_
hold, Elijah is here.
12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am
gone from thee, that the Spirii of the Lord shall
carry thee whither I know not; and so when I
come and iell Ahab, and he cannoi find thee,
he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the Lord
from my youth.
'13 Was it not told my
lord what I did when Je_
zebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I hid an
hundred men of the Lord's prophets by fifty in a
cave, and fed them with bread and water?14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, EIijah is here: and he shall slay me.
15 And Elijah said, As the Lord of hosts liveth,
before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself
unio him to day.
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fore whom I stand, I will surely show myself to
him today."
16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told
him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah.
17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him,
"ls it you, you troubler of lsrael?,,
1B He answered, "l have not troubled lsrael;
but you have, and your father,s house, because
you have forsaken the commandments of the
Lord and followed the Baals."

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told
him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah.
17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw EIi_
jah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that
troubleth lsrael?
18 And he answered, I have not troubled ls_
rael; but thou, and thy father,s house, in that ye
have forsaken the commandments of the t_oiO,
and thou hast followed Baalim.

KEY TERMS

idolatry that led them there. Elijah is the
vessel God used to purge paganism and
restore the kingdom's allegiance to their
God. This week's text introduces what
is one of the greatest biblicat standoffs
between God's true prophet, and the
prophets of false gods.

Baat

Baal is

a Canaanite

and
Phoenician deity and the son of the
chief god El. ln artistic depictions
and archeological finds, Baal took
the shape of a bull or ram and had
associations with fertility. According
Canaanite folklore, this god

to

Elijah returns to face his nemesis,
Ahab, in this solemn backdrop of a
devastating drought and farnine. Ttre

defeated El and was considered a
god of weather (sun, thunder, etc.).

desolation brought by God was predicted
by the prophet, as a result of the nation's

Wadi

The valley or bed of a
stream, usually dry except during

disobedience

and the

leadership,s
complete absolution of God's laws. Elijah
now returns to proclaim the end of the

the rainy season; most known wadis
in lsrael are the Wadi eelt (between
Jerusalem and Jericho), Wadi Engedi
(along the Dead Sea), and the Wadi
Kidron (also along the Dead Sea).

devastating drought, but at the cost of
uprooting the leadership that brought
the nation to this depressing state. As
expected, his resurfacing at a moment of
the king's plight was not met warmly. yet,
despite the weak state of the kingdom,
the king accepts the challenge between
Elijah and the Baat prophets. This story
illustrates the impaet of standing one,s

TNTRODtiCT|Ot\l

Our focus text depicts a crucial time
in the history of lsrael. lt looked as if
the worship of the true God was being
completely eliminated in ihe northern
kingdom. However, there was a prophet
in the land who recognized the rebellious
spirit of the people and the deceptive

ground against powerful and much
stronger social systems. The rebellion
of one person against malevolent
22
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systemic practices that harm the greater
community, can actually set the course
of correction for an entire nation. Elijah,s
comeback is unlike any Saturday night
boxing match. With everything at stake,
this matchup will determine the fate of
the entire kingdom.
TELLBNG THE BIBE.E STORV

S

like departure and divine encounter
resemble Moses' flight to Midian and
ultimate encounter with God on the
same holy mountain. Elijah then returns
to address the people's waver towards
idolatry led by the swarm of Baal priests,
and directed by Ahab and Jezebel.
As he enters the region, he encounters
the servant Obadiah and instructs him
to notify Ahab of his return. Obadiah is

The prophet, Elijah, was a Tishbite,

and he was once an inhabitant of Gilead.
The name Elijah means
"Yahweh is my God." ln
those days, King Ahab's
government officially
Elilah is recorded
supported the worship
of Baal and other gods.
as a prcphet who did

a protector of the few
remaining prophets of
God. He is alarmed by
the idea that he would
meet Ahab and notify
him of Elijah's return.

Once Ahab

sees
not create trouble, but Elijah, and he refutes
him as a troublemaker
instead eddresseC the for declaring
a drought
issues in his tnoulhling upon the land. What
Ahab failed to realize
wOrld.
\ /as that his actions
God
lsrael lives,
and disrespect for God
before whom I stand,
were the catalysts that
there shall not be dew
caused the nation's
nor rain these years,
calamity. As is seen
except at my word" (1 Kings 17:1). After
by prophets throughout the Bible, God,s
his proclamation and prayer manifested
greatest messengers are often labeled
the lack of rain and ensuing famine,
he escaped to Cherith. This would be radical and rebellious by the systems and
a season of struggle for Elijah, where Ieadens they confront. Elijah is recorded
prophet who did not create trouble,
he wrestled with his own physical and as a
but inotead adclressed tne issues in nis
emoticnal weaknesses. He is visited by
troubling world.
an angel who encourages him to eat and
directs him to Mount Horeb, where he has
a divine encounter with God. His fugiiive-

Therefore, even the
name of this prophet
spoke truth, and was
an irritant to the king.
Elijah proclaimed this
to Ahab, "As the Lord

of
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SANKOFA

nations, and individuals. He espoused an
unchangeable natural order that exalted
the "Aryan i^ace" as the creative element
of mankind. According to Hitler, the
natural unit of mankind was the Volk ("the
peopie"), of which the German people
were the greatest.

Evil praspers because good men fail to
act - African Froverb
The chances that someone will help a
person in need is not always as comnflon
as we think. Social psychology defines
this phenomenon as the bystander effect
or bystander apathy. This theory suggests
that individuals are less likely to offer help
to a victim when there are other people
present. The theory
proposed
was

The actions of

individuals or
governments thai breed evil must be
contended with imnnediately. Unless
good people act, evil will continue to

breed and

first

in 1968, resulting in

extensive research
that has established

several varied factors,
such as the number of
bystanders, ambiguity,

group cohesiveness,
and in some

cases
diffusion of
responsibiiity.

the

{.Jnless gcod people

act, evil will eontinue t0
breed and people will
suffer"

as

CASE STUMY

A

review of how
Adolf Hitler came to
power suggests the

greater

people
will suffer. The social
psychologists suggest
bystander intervention
the solution to
apathy. The wise sage
states, however, that
every individual must
know ilre difference
between good and evil
and stand for good.

John Lewis

was
of

born the son
sharecroppers

challenge

strategic systemaiic plois to gain
power through oppressive regimes.
When units of the German army were
unwilling to return to civilian life in '1919,
political plotters against the German

of

February 21, 1940 outside

of

on
Troy,

Alabama. He grew up on his family's farm
and attended segregated public schools

in Pike County, Alabama. He held a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Religion and

Philosophy frorn Fisk University and
is a graduate of the American Baptist

republic recruited Hitler into the prin"larily
militaristic Nazi party. His developmeni
of the Nazi party was grounded on ideas
that included inequality among races,

Theological Seminary
Tennessee.

t4

in

Nashville,
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John Lewis grew up in an era of racial
segregation. He was greaily inspired
by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
eventually joined the burgeoning Civil
Rights Movement at a very early age.
Despite his youth, John Lewis became
a recognized leader in the Civil Rights
Movement. By 1963, he was recognized
as one of the "Big Six" leaders of the
Civil Rights Movement (The other Big

Six leaders were Whitney Young, A.

Phillip Randolph, Martin Luther King,

f;iiil?;:;'il"?r?,:

in August 1963. In 1964, John Lewis
coordinated SNCC efforts to organize
voters' registration drives and community
action programs during the Mississippi
Freedom Summer. The following year,
Lewis led one of the most dramatic
nonviolent protests of the Movement.
Along with fellow activist Hosea Wiiliams,
John Lewis led over 600 marchers across
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma,
Alabama on March T, 1965. Alabama
state troopers attacked the marchers

Elected to cons!.ess

[H;:,-"#:*,J

,it

volunteered nn Novernber
Bloody Sunday. That
to participate in the
fateful march and a
.
Freedom Rides, which
1986, (JOhn)
subsequent march
X;iil,.n:":ff;i,tiotl Lewls represented ilTffi:;",?: ffir#:
John Lewis

,T,*,,I1""::::r.

H:

Georgia',s

Fifth

red to the

votins Rishts

Act of 1965. Despite
his COng!"eSSiOnal DiStff Ct. more than 4A arrests,
life and was beaten
physical attacks, and
F.{e
i
tE
r-'susr
bgcame
M
knOwn
.
-'
severely by mobs for
senous rnjunes, John
participating in the
aS the CCnSCIef,lCe Of Lewis remained a
south. Lewis risked

"

of

Ccngress.

During the height
the civit Rishts Movement, from

1e63

teaving SNCC

of the phirosophy of

|"ffi["i:

,"*#T

the Student Nonviolent Coordinating

Committee (SNCC), which he helped Elected to Congress in November
form. SNCC was largely responsible for 1986, Lewis represented Georgia,s
the sit-ins and other activities of
in the struggle for civil rights.

students

Lewis, at the age of 23, was one of
the planners and a keynote speaker
at the historic March on Washington
25

Fifth Congressional District. He became
known as the conscience of Congress.
He received the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 2011. Despite his illness and
the prognosis he received in ZO1g, John

Lesson

t0
furnace to achieve the great artistic tooi
and vessel it is intended to be. The hope
lsaiah brings is that purging will lead to a
new level of consecration and holiness.
SA[{KOFA
Hawever long the night, the dawn witt
break. - African Proverb

This proverb is a metaphor for viewing
the difficulties of life. When one goes
through life's struggles, it often resembles
the seemingly unending
darkness of night, Yet,
wisdom will suggest the

importance

of having

hope in a brighterfuture.
This proverb presents
various options when
waiting for
brighter

May 9,2021

is a symbol of hope. Nevertheless, it

also a time for work, activity, and moving
forward. Those who have waited for the
darkness to pass, are anxious to rise up
to the challenges of building a greater
future in the day. The light of day is a
symbol of joy. lt offlers the warmth and
sunshine to promote agricultural growth
and promote prosperity. The light of

day prevents one from becoming lost,

stumbling over obstacles, and becoming
prey to adversaries. The light of day

brings strength, calm,
and direction,

Thg Iight of day
prevents one from

a

g;|ng'?#'3:ffi

is

becoming lost,
stumblins over

CASE STLJNY

Bishop David

R.

Daniels, Jr. was born
in Rivercess County,

Republic

of

Liberia,
West Africa
the
spring of 1957. Bishop
night varies
ObStaCleS, And
Daniels holds a Master
each season. The
,
of Divinity degree from
hecorxlng prey to
of darkness is
Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Columbia,
adversaries"
l ight
Carolina, He
Dependins
your of day brings strengil.l, South
trained
clinical
geographic location,
pastoral counseling
the nights may last
calm, and direction.
and holds an advanced
hours or even extend
clinical
days. Therefore,
education certificate.
the reader must also
He was awarded a Bachelor of Science
recognize thatthere is also a responsibility
degree (magna
to prepare for the prolonged darkness, administration cum laude) in business
from Allen University.
which aiso limits vision, lacks comfort, He has
also studied at the University of
and nas limited protection. Dark nights
South Carolina.
can be periods of anguish and fear.
Alternatively, it can be a time of rest and
Prior to becoming bishop, Reverend
reflection. Secondly, the dawn of day Daniels was appointed the pastor of

of

with
time r
tonger

rhe
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CLOSING DEVOTIONS

lllusions, and distortions. We took to you,
Jesus, the true light of the world. Send
your Holy Spirit and anoint us to discern
truth from lies, and to fully follow God,s
divine and holy way. Guide us to all truth
and lead us to complete understanding,
so that we may be your vessels of
righteousness and speak truth to power.
ln Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Closing Hymn or Song of praise:
'oKing of My Life (Lead Me to Calvary)"

AME Hymn #306

-

Glosing Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, we
Iive in a world that has become absorbed
with fabrication and false premises, a
world that is consumed with creative
deceptions and cons, rnodified facades,

Written by Rev. Dr. D. I\Ielynda Clarke

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

March 22-March 28

Monday

Mark g:2-B (Elijah with Moses and Jesus)

Tuesday

Mark g:9-13 (John the Baptist, the New Elijah)

W€dnesday 1 Kings 1B:1-4 (Elijah Sent to King Ahab)

Thursday

1 Kings 18:2a-26,30-33, 3G-39 (Elijah chaltenges Baat prophets)

Friday

1 Kings 19:1-8 (Eh1ah in the Wilderness with God)

$aturday

1 Kings 19:9b-1s (God commissions Etijah for New work)

Sunday

1 Kings 1B:5-18 (King Ahab Meets prophet Elijah)
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