The Blessed Truth of God’s Word
It is not unusual today to hear Christians say, "I hope God forgives me. I hope I'm good enough to get into heaven." Such hope is really hopelessness, because if one hopes that they can be good enough to get into heaven, their hope is in vain. No one, of themselves,  is good enough to get into heaven. A statement such as this shows a lack of true faith; it shows that one does not trust that Christ truly won the victory over sin, death, and the devil by His atoning sacrifice upon the Altar of the Cross. It shows that rather than rely on the goodness of Christ, one hopes to rely on their personal goodness to obtain heaven. Yet how should their goodness be judged? Are they to be the self-aggrandized arbiters of their own goodness or should they rely on the subjective judgment of men? Holy Scripture tells us that we are not to rely on ourselves (or others), but on God who raises the dead (2 Cor. 1:9). There is only one judge over sin, only one who will judge the living and the dead; our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. St. Paul reminds us, "The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. 15:56-57, ESV)
However, there is another greater problem within our culture and society; within and without of the Christian Church; all those who do not believe in sin! For many today sin is passé, it is nothing more than a figment of men's imagination. There are two basic lines of thought here;
1. Atheist who not believe in God, do not believe in sin and
2. Liberal Christians who believe that love does away with the need for repentance and forgiveness. God's love for His creation has no room for condemnation therefore, love, not faith, is the way to heaven. Relying on a perverted definition of love, liberals make provisions for the flesh to satisfy its desire, excusing the wanton lust of their corrupted nature.
But this is not the way to heaven. There is but one way to heaven; faith in the atoning sacrifice of our Savior, Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. But where does faith come from, how does one obtain such faith. No other way than by hearing the Word of Christ (Rom. 10:17). Therefore, faith, which comes from Holy Scripture, must rely on Holy Scripture to believe in the grace and mercy of God in Christ. But here is the rub, so many today who call themselves Christians want to disregard Holy Scripture, even denigrate it, calling it nothing more than the words of men who lived in an era much different from ours and therefore we need not subscribe to its content for they are not relevant to today.
However, Holy Scripture tells us; "no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21, ESV). Therefore, we can rightly believe that every word of Holy Scripture is the infallible, inspired Word of God. Thus, when Scripture says, "Your sins are forgiven," you must believe that for Christ's sake, God forgives your sins. Moreover, when Jesus said to His apostles, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld" (John 20:22-23,ESV) you must believe that the pastor has the authority to pronounce God's forgiveness in the stead of and by the command of Jesus Christ upon you your sins. This is God's continued and blessed gift offered to His people assuring them of His continuing love, grace, and mercy. Moreover, you may believe that what God has ascribed to His people in all ages, He has ascribed to us in our age. "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." (Heb. 13:8, ESV)
Dr. Martin Luther once wrote: "Whoever believes this confidently has truly obtained the peace and remission of God (that is, he is sure that he is pardoned), not by the certainty of the process but by the certainty of faith, according to the infallible word of the one who has mercifully promised, 'Whatever you shall loose, etc.' [Matt. 16:19]. Thus we read in Rom 5[:1] that, having been justified freely by his grace, we have peace with God through faith, certainly not through the process itself, etc."
Therefore, it is an abomination to God for one to say they believe, trust, and love God above all things while also saying, they do not believe His Word. Such a statement is truly an oxymoron. Yet, sadly, there are many within the Church who have been led away by Satan, many who had indeed tasted the goodness of the Holy Spirit only to be seduced by man's wisdom (which is foolishness to God) and the world. St. Paul told the Corinthians, "the foolishness of God is wiser than men." (1 Cor. 1:25) Moreover, this is why St. Paul asked the Galatians, "Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?" (Gal. 3:3, ESV)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Unfortunately, many today have fallen into the trap of relying on the wisdom of man rather than the Word of God. This cannot help but have disastrous consequences for their eternal souls. Thus, I pray and encourage all who read this blog; return to the source of your faith where the promises of salvation are poured out upon you. Return to true Word and Sacrament ministry where God's Word is rightly divided; Law and Gospel, and the Gospel is taught in all its purity. If you do not know where to find a church that conforms to this definition, look for the nearest confessional Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod church and there you will be immersed in God's Word and saving Sacraments for the forgiveness of your sins and God's promises of eternal life. Amen.

