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December 5, 6, 7 & 8 Carnegie Open House
	 1-5 pm each day  Decades of Toys
December 12 7:00 p,m.  Christmas at the Carnegie
	 & Gallery Dedication

January 20 7:00 p,m. MAHS Meeting
January 23 7:00 p.m. Traveling in Ostfriesland by Lin 
Strong
January 27 6:00 p.m. MAGS Meeting
        7:00 p.m  MAGS Program: Beginning Ancestry Series
 Part 1: Menu Overview- Getting to Know Ancestry 

February 17 7:00 p,m. MAHS Meeting
February 24 6:00 p.m. MAGS Meeting
          7:00 p.m  MAGS Program: Beginning Ancestry 2:
 Navigating the Tree, Summary Card, and Profile Page

March 17 7:00 p,m.  MAHS Meeting
March 24 6:00 p.m.  MAGS Meeting
7:00 p.m  MAGS Program:  Beginning Ancestry Series 3:	
	 Searching and Adding Information and Sources

April 21 7:00 p,m. MAHS Meeting
April 26  all day – SDGS Annual Meeting in Pierre
April 28 6:00 p.m. MAGS Meeting
        28 7:00 p.m  MAGS Program: Beginning Ancestry 
Series 4: Getting to Know Ancestry DNA

April 13, 1935- Pipestone, MN               
July 16, 2024- Mitchell, SD     

    
      Lyle Weir Swenson was born in Pipestone, MN on 
April 13, 1935, to Weir and Marie (Warwick) Swenson. 
The family moved to Mitchell in 1943 and that became 
his home, although he was always proud of his birth 
city as well. He attended school in Mitchell, graduating 
in 1953. He joined the military, the SD National Guard in 
1952 serving 8 years, attaining the rank of SFC and hon-
orably discharged in 1960.
     He married the love of his life, Irene Louise Munk on 
January 10, 1960, at the First United Methodist Church in 
Mitchell. They spent their honeymoon driving to Pierre 
in not-so-nice winter weather as Lyle was scheduled to 
test for the SD Highway Patrol the next morning. He end-
ed up not qualifying for the Highway Patrol. Two children 
were born to the union of Lyle and Irene, Grace Marie in 
1967 and Brian Keith in 1969.
     Then in March of 1961 he was hired as a Deputy Sher-
iff for the Davison County Sheriff ’s Office. He served as 
deputy until 1964, and then was elected Sheriff and took 
office in January 1965. He would remain in that position 
for 32 years, often running unopposed. He retired in 
1997, before taking the US Marshals job. In June 1967, 
he attended his first National Sheriff ’s Conference in Las 
Vegas. Irene was not too pleased with him being gone, 
as she was pregnant at the time and due the following 
month with their first child. That first conference started 
a forty plus year of service, learning, traveling and the 
making of many lifelong friends. He was always proud of 
the fact that he had met so many Sheriffs from all over 
the country as he felt these contacts could be valuable re-
sources when needed. He achieved his highest honor as 
he became the first SD Sheriff to be nominated to move 
up the ranks (multi-year process) and become the Presi-
dent of the National Sheriff ’s Association in 1989. 
     He was sworn in at the conference in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
by the then current Mitchell Mayor Bud Williams. Irene 

wanted to attend so bad-
ly but didn’t want to fly, 
so after finding out there 
was no other way to get 
there, she reluctantly 
agreed to fly and was 
able to attend and enjoy 
the conference and the 
beauty of Hawaii. They 
were able to spend his 
year as President trav-
eling throughout the 
country for meetings, 
getting to see more of 
the country and meeting 
more people along the 
way.
     With a new President 

in the White House, Lyle was nominated by US Senator 
Tom Daschle to serve as US Marshal for the District of 
South Dakota. He was then appointed to the position by 
President Bill Clinton in 1997. He held that position until 
2002, retiring after another change in political parties in 
the White House.
     He is survived by his loving and devoted wife of 64 1/2 
years, Irene; his children, Grace (Joe) Murphy of Mitchell 
and Brian of Lennox; three grandchildren, Adam Lyle of 
Lennox, Kaela Marie of Tea, and Killian Joseph of Mitch-
ell; and former daughter-in-law, Julie Swenson. He is also 
survived by his siblings: Dale (Ruth) of Clarksdale, AZ, 
Sheila Keyman of Canton, Lowell of Antipolo City, Phil-
ippines, Paul (Diane) of Sioux Falls, and Genelle (Brett) 
Collins of Colorado Springs, CO; sister-in-law, Dolores 
Swenson of Litchfield Park, AZ; along with many cous-
ins, nephews, and nieces. He was preceded in death by 
his grandparents; parents; brother, Elliott at birth; old-
est brother, Sherrill; along with his aunts, uncles, and his 
father-in-law; and brothers-in-law, Kent Krause and Mi-
chael Keyman.

In Loving Memory of Lyle W. Swenson

Upcoming Events
Mitchell Area Genealogical Society (MAGS) 
And Mitchell Area Historical Society (MAHS)
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    Lyle Swenson along with a group of history-minded 
people created the Mitchell Area Historical Society cor-
poration in November 1988 and then applied for 501 C 
(3) non-profit status.  
   Lyle served as its president from 1991-1993, from 
2001-2003 from 2006-2020. In the beginning they called 
the Mitchell Public Library their home. In 2006 the City 
of Mitchell sold the old Carnegie Library building to the 
Mitchell Area Historical Society. Now there is more to do. 
    The building needed repair, maintenance and updat-
ing. Replacing the roof, tuck-pointing, new windows, 
drainage, boiler update and a computer network. Lyle 
would spend all day during the week at the Carnegie 
clipping newspapers and preserving history. Lyle served 
as Davison County Sheriff for 32 years, served on many 
boards and organizations giving him a terrific opportuni-
ty to meet and make friends with many. He had so much 
knowledge of Mitchell people, homes, buildings, and 
businesses…and a great memory. 
    He resigned as president on September 17, 2020. We 
really miss him. To honor Lyle, we are naming the gallery 
the Lyle Swenson Gallery.

      In June of 2024, the Mitchell Area was drenched with 
5 inches of rain in 2 hours; according to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration this is classified as 
a 1,000 year storm. This storm dumped 7.9 inches of rain 
in a 2-3 day period. Much of the area was flooded. The 
Carnegie did not escape the deluge. 
    There was 17 inches of water in the boiler room; cov-
ering the gas valve on the boiler and reaching the outlets 
that were high on the wall.  Thankfully the door leading 
to the rest of the basement kept the majority of the water 
in the boiler room; the rest of the basement suffered 2-4 
inches of water. 
    This will likely necessitate the replacement of the boiler 
at an estimated $50,000. At the City of Mitchell Surplus 
Budget meeting we were granted $25,000 to help with 
the cost of replacing the boiler and other costs associated 
with that project. That leaves us $25,000 short of replace-
ment costs. 
    Any financial help in this effort would be appreciated.

Society Honors Swenson Here we go again
Flooded for the second time in five years

LYLE SWENSON always stayed busy and had many passions 
in life, which led to a dedication of serving the public. Above 
is a collage of pictures showing Lyle’s time as Davison County 
Sheriff. He served in that position for 32 years. 

At left, Lyle proudly displays a piece of history he helped save 
from the Champney building in Mitchell.

WATER DAMAGE visible after basement flooded.

WATER THAT FLOODED THE CARNEGIE BASEMENT really 
left a mess behind. You can see the water line, showing 
just how high the water was, which left the boiler inop-
erable. While the city gave some money to help with the 
project, the Carnegie still needs $25,000. 
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Help us save area history
     The work at the Carn-
egie remains all-volunteer, 
as it has from the begin-
ning. Our working mem-
bers have been in decline 
the last couple of years. We 
could use some addition-
al helpers. Could you be a 
new volunteer? Following 
is a sample of the many 
tasks available at the Carn-
egie: writing for the news-
letter; researching re-
quests that come our way; 
filing; organizing dona-
tions; cataloging artifacts; 
researching grants that 
might be available; writing 
grants; maintenance of the 
building (includes cleaning 
duties); opening the build-
ing and greeting guests; 

setting displays; clipping 
articles from the paper to 
add to the paper files.
     Financially, we are bare-
ly holding our own. In the 
last year significant in-
creases in several of our 
costs (electrical, water, gas, 
paper, copier fees, postage 
and computer safeguards) 
have stretched our budget.
     Unforeseen repairs and 
maintenance like boiler 
damage due to flooding 
in the basement, deteri-
orating 70-year-old front 
steps, lift service calls due 
to malfunctioning, climate 
control system modifi-
cations, replacement  of 
computers and computer 
server due to virus infec-

tion and malfunctioning  
have made the last year 
a challenge.  At this point 
we have concerns about 
sections of the roof that 
will probably need repair 
as we have some interior 
damage appearing which 
needs to be fixed. Tuck 
pointing looks to be in the 
future again. Water dam-
age is our enemy!   
     Thank you to all who 
have donated their time 
and/or money to keep the 
Carnegie moving forward. 
Without your help, we 
couldn’t continue. The his-
tory stored at the Carnegie 
is, in some cases, irreplace-
able to Mitchell and the 
surrounding 16 counties. 
We have over 23,000 pa-
per obituaries. Some of the 
other resources available 
include:  homesteading 
plat maps; immigration 
and settlement stories; 
county histories written by 
the citizens of that coun-
ty; reference books; early 
Mitchell photos and histo-
ry; extensive railroad his-
tory; newspapers as old as 
1906; files on every Corn 
Palace featuring photos, 
playbills and news articles; 
school yearbooks; City Di-
rectories; 55 file cabinets 

filled with information 
about service clubs, busi-
nesses, individuals, and 
other assorted topics. The 
1903 building itself is a 
slice of history with its in-
tricate woodwork and col-
orful stained glass. 
     Our patrons in the past 
have supported the ef-
fort to save the Carnegie 
building and its contents; 
for this we thank you! En-
suring the preservation of 
history is a needed service 
to our community; we are 
firmly committed to the 
task. Operating and pre-
serving this history takes 
time and money. Loyal pa-
trons of historic preserva-
tion, help is needed to keep 
the Carnegie operating. 
Additional volunteers to 
assist with the many tasks 
would allow even more 
services to be provided. 
Of course, financial help 
always seems to be need-
ed. The Carnegie Resource 
Center can be reached in 
the following manners:  
119 West 3rd Ave, Mitch-
ell, SD 57301; info@mitch-
ellcarnegie.com; 605-996-
3209. The building is open 
Monday-Saturday from 1-5 
p.m.

 “A generation which 
ignores history has no 
past --- and no future.” 

- Robert Heinlein 
(an American science fiction 

author, aeronautical engineer, 
and naval officer)
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A successful project finally completed
   The 70-year-old front steps into the 
Carnegie building just kept deterio-
rating and patch jobs did not work 
anymore. New front steps now adorn 
the Carnegie Resource Center. Con-
tractors Shane and Noah Taylor did 
an excellent job getting the old steps 
ready to install the new set, and then 
getting that concrete job completed. 
They were able to protect the origi-

nal outside form of the steps that was 
laid in 1903; the red granite is easily 
visible when looking at the east and 
west sides of the steps.
   Bailey Metal Fabricators will design, 
make, and install the new railings. 
Bailey’s are graciously donating their 
talent, materials and effort to add the 
finishing touch to the new steps.  The 
result is a very impressive and ser-

viceable entry into the historic 1903 
building. 
   This project was made possible in 
part by a grant from the Mitchell Area 
Charitable Foundation, partial dona-
tion of cement from Mitchell Con-
crete, discounts from the contractors, 
and money donations from various 
individuals. Thank you, donors and 
contractors.

THE CARNEGIE STEPS before finally being re-
stored to good condition.

THE CARNEGIE STEPS after successful completion of the restoration 
process.

The Mitchell Capital (Mitchell, South Dakota) · 
6 Jan 1910, Thu · Page 2

The_Mitchell_Capital_11_Nov_1909__Thu__Page_1
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by Arley Kenneth Fodness
Book Review by C.R. Weller
  This well researched 
book is an inside view of 
the comings and goings of 
a controversial organiza-
tion in a different histori-
cal period in South Dakota. 
We can’t judge these locals 
from a time gone by; this 
is a part of the history of 
those times. We bring ideas 
from our historical past to 
our future; unfortunately, 
some ideals in the purity 
of their beginnings become 
corrupt in their middle and 
endings.
     The KKK purported 
Americanism and democ-
racy in a land of immi-
grants who were leaving 
countries of suppression in 
religious and financial free-
doms. On page 16 of the 
book Fodness states, “Good 
people are sometimes cap-
tive to terrible ideas. One 
of evil’s charming guises is 
innocence. This innocence 
is the crime.”
     South Dakota was in-
nocent, mostly settled by 
northern, white Europeans 
who had no connections to 
color. The Irish and East-
ern Europeans were the 
underdogs, the indentured 
servants, slaves of the time. 
SD people had no history of 
the “white race.”
     This book delves into 
details, the beginnings, the 
ideals and the historical 
prejudices through time 
that sprung up in hysteri-
cal, loathsomeness toward 
our fellow man, leading to 
murder and the celebra-
tion of those despicable 
deeds.
     Six Civil War veterans try-
ing to cheer themselves up 
at Christmas in 1865 gave 
birth to a social group. What 
to name the group? They 
settled on the name Ku Klux 

Klan; It was derived from 
“Kyklos,” a Greek word for a 
band or circle, that they had 
remembered from college 
days. They mutilated the 
word to be Ku Klux. “Klan” 
was added because these 
young men were of Scots/
Irish decent and they liked 
it. They were penniless and 
had no plans. Their inten-
tion was to have fun and lift 
the spirits of their neigh-
bors. The pranksters first 
dressed in crazy costumes, 
but eventually settled with 
the readily available sheets 
and pillow cases, includ-
ing draping their horses. 
In the South the “childish” 
pranks became ghost sto-
ries, scaring the population. 
As the number of people 

in the group grew, it didn’t 
take long until the pranks 
became much more than 
pranks. This organization 
changed from its original 
intent and developed quick-
ly in the South after the Civil 
War in an effort to maintain 
the kinds of people in their 
population during the Re-
construction Era (1865-
1877).
     Towns in South Dakota 
were mixed, for and against, 
the KKK in 1924. Mitchell 
refused to let them have a 
meeting in the Corn Pal-
ace, but three crosses were 
burned around the city in 
support of the KKK. The 
book lists other towns and 
the activities of the Klan in 
those towns.

    Prohibition gave the KKK 
something to pursue to ad-
vance their cause of pro-
tection for the population. 
1925 was the zenith year of 
membership nationally with 
over six million members 
and five million dollars in 
assets and cash.
   Famous South Dakota 
names were involved with 
the beginnings of the KKK 
in 1924. South Dakotans 
joined because of the so-
cializing and exuberance of 
the group; they did not look 
at the details of the philos-
ophy. The Klan gave large, 
public donations to Prot-
estant churches and their 
members, thus making the 
churches part of the KKK 
movement. Klan members 
decked out in their robes 
would attend services and 
make themselves very vis-
ible. Dakota newspapers 
were varied in their sup-
port. There was bullying in 
the churches and papers de-
pending on the report and 
connections in the commu-
nity.
     The Klan waned through 
1927-1930. South Dakotans 
were more worried about 
keeping their farms via-
ble. By 1933, the Klan was 
finished in SD. However, in 
2019, sparks of the KKK 
showed up at the Sturgis 
Rally in lapel pins or flyers 
thrown in yards. There are 
other hate groups still active 
in South Dakota. 
     We were not taught the 
negatives of the histori-
cal drama of our past. The 
winners paint the “Bigger 
Picture.” Large swatches of 
darker drama have played 
out underneath our noses. 
This book helps to explain 
the details of the KKK in 
South Dakota with open 
eyes. 
       A book worth reading. 

‘The Ku Klux Klan in South Dakota’
By Beth Walz
   Moin! – Most common greeting in 
Ostfriesland.  The OGSA (Ostfriesian 
Genealogical Society of America) 
held its meeting in Mendota Heights, 
MN (Minneapolis Area) in the Min-
nesota Genealogical Society offices.  
The 3-day conference consisted of 
training sessions, research sessions, 
history sessions, and great fun!!!
   Are you having issues trying to find 
your ancestors in Germany?  I had 
issues trying to find locations and 
family in Germany.  After attending 
a conference where Linn Strong pre-
sented information on Germany, I 
had a chance to talk to her after the 
conference.  WOW! So much I didn’t 
know.  If you look at the map of Ger-
many, the highlighted portion is an 
area called Ostfriesland (see picture).  

The churches in this area have put to-
gether books called ortssippenbüch-
ers.   Each church has their own book 
(or books).  Most of the churches in 
this area are Reformed or Lutheran.  
There are only a couple of Catholic 

churches.  
   Ortssippenbüchers contain re-
cords of the births, deaths, mar-
riages, descendants and ancestors 
of the people that lived in this area 
(see picture).  This is one of the en-
tries in the Reepsholt ortssippen-
bücher.  It is the record of my great, 
great, great grandfather.    If your 
family is from this area, I highly rec-
ommend attending a conference or 
at least giving the OGSA a call to find 
out if your ancestor’s town is locat-
ed in this area.
   January 23, 2025 -  We will be 
hosting a Zoom presentation by Lin 

Strong, President of OSGA, entitled 
Traveling in Ostfriesland.  The pre-
sentation is stories and archive ad-
vice from over 25 years of traveling 
to Europe & Scandinavia.

July OGSA Conference and January 2025 Zoom

  Again, this summer the Carnegie Resource Center 
teamed up with Mitchell Main Street and Beyond to 
continue the Woolworth Caramel Apple 65-year tradi-
tion.  
   What started in 1959 when the Woolworth five and 
dime expanded their store, is continued today during 
the Corn Palace Festival.  In 1959 the caramel apples 
on a stick sold for ten cents, and today a caramel apple 
sells for $5.50.
   This year we sold nearly 3,000 apples and netted over 
$5,000 for each organization.  This money will be used 
for projects at the Carnegie.  In addition we sold car-
amel apples during the downtown Halloween trick or 
treat on October 26, 2024.

   Haven’t heard from us lately – No Fall Courier – No 
programs – No notices – No emails – No correspon-
dence.    We were seriously hacked twice since June. All 
computer-related activities came to a halt. Much effort 
and expense went into fixing these issues; we are cur-
rently free of viruses and hope to remain that way. This 
problem has caused us to look at a higher level of pro-
tection which is costly. Our estimate for additional pro-
tection against viruses is around $250.00 per month. 
Do we have a donor that would sponsor this cost or 
part of this cost? Please contact the Carnegie if you are 
willing to help with this new expense.
   Thank you for your patience concerning any com-
puter-related activities that we couldn’t do, such as 
sending Thank You’s and responding to inquiries that 
required information stored in the computer files. 

Caramel Apples fundraiser Hackers love the Carnegie



Carnegie Courier												            Page 6 Carnegie Courier											                     Page 7

Volume XVII, Number 2			   www.mitchellcarnegie.com			           Winter 2024-25Volume XVII, Number 2			   www.mitchellcarnegie.com			           Winter 2024-25

We were still a Territory when this storm hit Mitchell on January 3, 1888. From 
November 1887 through January 1888, ice storms and sub-zero temperatures af-
flicted a wide area of the plains including the Dakotas. Sources say that the Decem-
ber snowfall measured up to 40 inches. Winter wasn’t done with us yet. January 
12, 1888, started as a normal winter day but quickly changed into a killer blizzard 
known as the “Children’s Blizzard.” that resulted in 235 deaths, many of them chil-
dren, trying to get home from school. This photo was taken looking north up Main 
Street from First Avenue; the building on the left is the former Long Horn Bar that 
was torn down. The Veteran’s Memorial Park is now on the corner.

Blizzard of 1888 hits Mitchell fast, furious


