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Concept Design for Trails End Campground at Governor Dodge State Park
The concept plan for the all-new Trails End equestrian campground at Governor Dodge State
Park was presented at the Friends annual poker ride on June 3, 2018. The preferred design,
chosen from several options presented to the Friends of Governor Dodge-Equestrians by Ayres
Associates of Madison, features 21 sites spaced across approximately 12 acres on the peaceful
and lightly used north side of the park.
Situated just east of the old barn and current
day ride parking area, the new location
features gently rolling terrain allowing scenic
views of the park’s surrounding hills. It will
offer campers a beautiful and peaceful place to
return after a day of riding Governor Dodge’s
25 miles of great trails. In addition to the
21-site campground, the concept plan
incorporates space for future amenities such
as a central gathering space with picnic
pavilion, handicapped mounting area, and a
horse shower, all which can be added as
funding allows.
In marked contrast, the current “temporary” campground has only 9 reservable sites with rigs
parked side by side on a cracked asphalt parking lot. It is located near the center of the park in a
busy area adjoining the amphitheater and picnic shelter, next to the road connecting the park’s
two large “people” campgrounds, leaving no room for expansion of the temporary site. The new
campground will be located where the park’s 1984 Master Plan placed it. It will provide a
greatly improved camping experience in a more private and enjoyable environment for both
riders and their equines.
The preferred concept plan can be viewed on the Friends of Governor Dodge-Equestrians
website: www.GovDodgeEquestrians.com. Fundraising is off to a great start, but the Friends
need the help and support of riders from throughout Wisconsin to meet their fundraising goal
and break ground in 2020. Please visit the website to make a secure on-line donation or view
a list of suggested ways to help.
With your help, we can “build the dream” at Governor Dodge State Park.
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