
Happy Memorial Day Weekend! 

I hope this finds you all well. Like many of you I am guardedly looking forward to summer. The BOD 

has been busy planning the yearôs events. We have had three successful BOD Meetings via Zoom, 

Nikki had a great turn out for NERRCôS first official Coursing Ability Test (CAT) of the year, we 

learned about  Barn Hunt, one of the fastest growing dog events in the US, AND welcomed new 

BOD member, Julie Paul! 

We are just getting started! Please mark you Calendars for the Annual BBQ on August 8th, and of 

course it will be great to be able to enjoy the Regional Specialty on September 18th after it was can-

celled last year. We have rescheduled the Nosework Event in October, are planning a fall Lure 

Coursing Trial and then will finish the year with the Christmas Party! 

If there is something you would like NERRC to offer please, please just let us know! 

 
Barbara 
Sahibu@comcast.net 
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Meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Barbara Ferguson 

Attendees:   Board Members:  Barbara Ferguson, President, Meghan 
Terwilliger, Vice President, Nikki Newton, Treasurer, Chris Greeley, Hel-
en McCune,  Evelyn Strawn, Secretary 

Presidentôs Report --  Barbara Ferguson  

Barbara welcomed everyone and updated the board on her search for a 
person to fill the vacancy on the board created when Meghan accepted 
the position of vice president.  That search is still ongoing. 

Secretaryôs Report --  Evelyn Strawn 

There were nine applications published in the recent Ridgeline.  They will be eligible to 
be voted into membership after March 16. 

Treasurerôs Report -- Nikki Newton 

Nikki has received the treasurerôs information from Alan and she is now the signatory on 
the bank account.  The board agreed that there should be a second authorized signa-
ture.  Barb will coordinate with Nikki to add her name to the account. 

During this transition month a formal treasurerôs report was not completed.  Nikki said 
there has been no activity since the last report and will produce the written reports going 
forward.  

Regional Specialty Show --  Barbara Ferguson 
The show has been approved by RRCUS. 

Mass Fed -- Chris Greeley  
In Massachusetts, Nero's law, which would allow emergency personnel to provide emer-
gency care and transport to police dogs injured in the line of duty, has been re-
filed.  Residents of the State are asked to contact their representatives and urge 
them to sign on as co-sponsors.  The information can be found here:   

MA Alert: Neroôs Law Re-Filed and in Need of Co-Sponsors ï American Kennel Club 
(akc.org)  

Current news from AKC.org in the New England area includes CT and NH. 

Currently the state of Connecticut is finalizing new rules on animal shel-
ters and other facilities in regards to shelter, cleanliness and animal im-
port.  You can see the information here: 

Connecticut Finalizes Rules on Animal Shelters, Other Regulated Entities 
ï American Kennel Club (akc.org)  

 and New Hampshire: 

1) HB 431 would require elected animal control officers take an oath to 
faithfully discharge their duties and authorize the supervision of the perfor-
mance of such officers by town select boards 

New Hampshire Alert: Two Bills Impacting Dogs with Hearings on March 
1, 2021 ï American Kennel Club (akc.org)  
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https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ma-alert-neros-law-re-filed-need-co-sponsors/?fbclid=IwAR398Nb70UnO6I4z0ZzY-OykIcheZA6-SbjTHnrknxX1yiJopUay9LLJzPY
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ma-alert-neros-law-re-filed-need-co-sponsors/?fbclid=IwAR398Nb70UnO6I4z0ZzY-OykIcheZA6-SbjTHnrknxX1yiJopUay9LLJzPY
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ma-alert-neros-law-re-filed-need-co-sponsors/?fbclid=IwAR398Nb70UnO6I4z0ZzY-OykIcheZA6-SbjTHnrknxX1yiJopUay9LLJzPY
http://akc.org/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/connecticut-finalizes-rules-animal-shelters-regulated-entities/?fbclid=IwAR14dge80AzUk8UCBP3SRb5zUuDPfLtpEipRSCYD7MJxuJT_KklXQbDIMZQ
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/connecticut-finalizes-rules-animal-shelters-regulated-entities/?fbclid=IwAR14dge80AzUk8UCBP3SRb5zUuDPfLtpEipRSCYD7MJxuJT_KklXQbDIMZQ
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?id=604&txtFormat=html&sy=2021
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/new-hampshire-alert-two-bills-impacting-dogs-hearings-march-1-2021/?fbclid=IwAR0F_XK9vg5JB1aNNXiw1Mcl2OhZN-qhDGMW75npVsiYL6HQQR9aECc2fLc
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/new-hampshire-alert-two-bills-impacting-dogs-hearings-march-1-2021/?fbclid=IwAR0F_XK9vg5JB1aNNXiw1Mcl2OhZN-qhDGMW75npVsiYL6HQQR9aECc2fLc
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and 2) AKC GR is concerned that under  HB 467, land currently used to harbor non-native, non-domesticated 
animals would no longer be considered ñopen space landò.  Training bird hunting dogs often takes place at 
facilities that benefit from the current ñuse tax deductionò for ñopen space landò.  Removing the tax deduction 
could have a negative impact on those who train and hunt with dogs for pheasant or partridge. 

An additional item of interest is a report from December that USDOT has ruled only Service animals are al-
lowed to fly on passenger plans.   

Dogs are the only service animals allowed to fly on passenger planes, DOT rules (nbcnews.com)  

Historian ï Vacant 

Cathy Ford recently met with Ulla Britt Ekengrenôs daughter,  Lisa Towle, and she gave her several boxes of 
Ullaôs files, publications, some jewelry, etc.  She is in the process of sorting through them, throwing out items 
that are on the internet (POST and OFA) and organizing into several categories: 

¶ RRCUS business - to go to RRCUS or be dispensed with 

¶ NERRC newsletters, awards, articles written, etc to go to NERRC archives 

¶ Items for raffle or trophies: some jewelry, Swedish KC magazines (all written in Swedish, but some great 
pictures), 17 retractable clickers in original packaging, World Congress binders over the years from sever-
al countries, etc. 

¶ Other: many NERRC logo pins 

She is currently in the process of creating an inventory.  There may be additional items of African crafts, art 
work and trophies donated in the future.  These items would be auctioned or raffled to benefit RR rescue 
and/or health and genetics research. 

Membership Care -- Vacant 
Jack and Trish Hamilton have resigned.  Need to recruit replacement. 

Rescue ï Cheryl Fraserɯ 
PHOTO submissions and pre-orders of the Rhodesian Ridgeback Rescue, Inc  2022 Ridgeback-a-Day 
Calendar are now open. Photo submissions and calendar pre-orders can be done here 
https://www.ridgebackrescue.org/calendar/orders/order.php 

FOSTER HOMES NEEDED - Rhodesian Ridgeback Rescue, Inc. (RRRI) remains in great need for foster 
homes. We continue to scramble when a dog is in need to find a foster home willing to provide foster care. 
Please consider giving back to our beloved breed by volunteering to be a foster home.   

HOME CHECKS ï With the ongoing pandemic, we have reverted to performing virtual homechecks. The 
use of Zoom and FaceTime and other virtual means are being used. If you would be able to perform home 
checks for potential adoption applicants, please let us know. We have a checklist of questions to ask appli-
cants while virtually visiting them in their home. Help is always needed to vet adoption applicants.  

NERRC Website  ï Meghan Terwilliger & Cheryl Fraser 

Meghan will be in touch with Cheryl Fraser about adding the new Ways and Means items to the Website. 

NERRC Policy & Procedures  ï Cheryl Fraser 

Alan sent the board members updated policy and procedures for the treasurer.  The board postponed accept-
ing these until there was more research done on accepting virtual payments.  This will be discussed at the 
next meeting. 

Ridgeline ï Helen McCune 

Helen recently sent out the first edition of the Ridgeline for 2021. 

She requested that the club look for a replacement for her as the editor.  She is willing to train that person.  In 
the meantime, she would like help with some of the tasks associated with distributing the newsletter.  She 
suggested that an assistant editor be identified. 

 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?sy=2021&id=595&txtFormat=html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/animal-news/dogsare-only-service-animals-allowed-fly-dot-rules-n1249734?fbclid=IwAR04zzYerBIlLXijNEJUzICwkId-MUCUHrf157IyCZPDSYC5kO0obL9PKLI


Ways and Means ï Cheryl Fraser 

In February there were an additional $30 in merchandise sales. 

Meghan will work with Cheryl to put together a flyer that can be sent out to the membership and included in 
social media postings and on the website.  As stated above, Nikki will explore options such as Venmo so that 
the club can accept direct payments for merchandise as well as memberships and registration for events. 

Bylaws ï Alan Fraser 

Nothing to report. 

Social Media ï Meghan Terwilliger     

Nothing to report. 

Regional News (for The Ridgeback Magazine) ï Bonnie Johnson 

Nothing to report. 

Lure Coursing ï Nikki Newton and Chris Greeley 

The club will be sponsoring two days of CAT trials on April 10 and 11 in Dartmouth.  There will be morning 
and afternoon trials on both days.  Nikki has filled all of the necessary positions to obtain AKC approval but 
there is still a need for volunteers on the actual days of these events. 

Nikki and Meghan are investigating new sites in RI and Rehoboth.  If the RI site works out there could possi-
bly be an event there in June. 

Unfinished Business 

Barb has made contact with someone who will run a Barn Hunt for the club in New Salem, MA.  The board 
agreed to an event the morning of May 2.  The cost will be $60/participant and there is a minimum require-
ment of 20 dogs. 

She has also found a location for a Farm Dog trial in Duxbury, MA.  In order to schedule an event the club 
needs to identify a second judge.  Anyone who is qualified to judge Canine Good Citizenship trials can be au-
thorized to be a farm dog judge. 

Meghan will investigate dates for a Nose Work event in Franklin, MA in the fall. 

New Business 

The board expressed enthusiasm for a design that Meghan has created for a new lure coursing tee shirt.  She 
will refine the design including a lure coursing logo on the front.  Once the design is completed Barb will help 
her get pricing from vendors the club has used in the past. 

bŜȄǘ aŜŜǝƴƎ:  May 2 ï 5 PMð Virtual/Zoom 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Evelyn Strawn 

NERRC Secretary 
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