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President’s Message 

 

“Success is not just about what you do. It’s about how you show 
up. And that starts long before you even walk out the door.” 

---Quote by Anel Reyna, ABWA member from Texas 

How many of you want to be successful in life whether you are 
employed, looking for work, retired or just out of school? This quote 
speaks to me as I want to be successful in everything that I do. I want 
to leave the space better than I left it. This might come from my years 
in a college marching band experience with leaders who wanted 
college students in their section to be successful in learning the 
music, marching the shows, as well as going to class and putting in 
the work to be successful. By the way, in my senior year, I too was one 
of the section leaders of my clarinet section; awesome experience. 

ABWA has a lot of attributes where this applies too. Our mission 
statement states: 

The mission of the American Businesswomen’s Association is to bring 
together businesswomen of diverse occupations and to provide 
opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally 
and professionally through leadership, education, networking support 
and national recognition. 

These are just a few of the reasons why people need to join ABWA. 
Please be diligent in providing the benefits that are possible for those 
looking for a great organization to join! Take a deep dive into this 
month's newsletter and share, share, share! 

In the March meeting, we will be selecting our nominating committee 
with oƯicer elections in May.  Take that next step in being a leader for 
our chapter. 

Karen Cain, ABWA MOKan President 2025-2026 
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NOW is the time to invite a guest and share the many benefits of ABWA!  
Think of who you can bring to the next meeting! Consider why you became a member and 
why you'd want to share it!  It takes ALL OF US to share ABWA and invite others! 

 

Jot down friends, 
family or 
coworkers who 
could benefit from 
what ABWA has to 
offer. Send them a 
personal invitation 
to join you at our 
April program. 

  

• A coworker who’s 
ready for more 
leadership 

• A friend starting 
or growing her 
business  

• A woman who 
could benefit from 
connection and 
confidence 

 



 
Invite a guest to join you for next month’s exciting program! 

 

 

Member Benefits: 
Training Courses 

Register today for our newest Apex 
course and save dollars! 

Login at www.myapexcampus.org under 
the The School of Lean and register today!   

 

"You can only manage time 
if you track it right." 

Register today for our leadership courses 
and save dollars! 

Develop the next set of leaders with these 
concise micro-learning modules ranging 
from 3-10 minutes. Each course provides 
practical strategies and insights to enhance 
leadership skills, foster a winning culture of 
continuous improvement, and equip 
professionals to lead efficiently and 
effectively in any business environment.  

-Change Management 

-Facilitation 

-Leading Teams 

-Adaptive Leadership 

-Emotional Intelligence 

-Self-Awareness 

-Giving and Receiving Feedback 

-Time Management 

Login at www.myapexcampus.org under 
the The School of Leadership and register 
today!  Once you register, you will now have 
180 days to complete the course!  Please 
call the ABWA National team at 913-732-
5100 or email us at webmail@abwa.org, if 
you have questions. 

COMPLIMENTARY APEX IN JANUARY: 

Early Bird Registration extended to March 13! 
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ACTIVATE YOUR AMBITION by stepping into a leadership role in Mo-Kan!  
One of the benefits of ABWA is learning how to lead in a safe space. Whether helping on a 
Committee or serving on the Executive Board, all roles have the support behind you. 
Think about where your talents and passion can add value to our chapter – these roles 
also ramp up your resume for leadership roles in your career. Start thinking about which 
OƯicer or Committee position interests you! We've got your back! 

PRESIDENT: The president is the authorized leader of the chapter. She maintains unity and 
harmony within the chapter and directs oƯicers, committees and members toward common goals. 
The president presides over all chapter and executive board meetings, appoints committee 
chairmen, and countersigns all checks with the treasurer. She sponsors the special committees 
and keeps informed of bylaws, rules, procedures, policies and award programs. She serves as 
chapter ambassador and spokeswoman to the community. 

VICE PRESIDENT: The vice president is the oƯicial chapter hostess and primary aide to the 
president. She assumes all duties and responsibilities of the president in her absence. The vice 
president sponsors two or more committees and attends all executive board meetings. She 
schedules and plans orientation sessions for new members and helps ensure the vitality of the 
chapter by recruiting and retaining new members.  

SECRETARY: The secretary is the transcriber of the chapter meetings. She records the minutes of 
chapter and executive board meetings. The secretary preserves in a permanent file all minutes and 
records of value to the chapter and sponsors two or more committees. The secretary is responsible 
for all chapter correspondence. She shares correspondence at the president’s request and 
conducts all general correspondence for the chapter. 

TREASURER: The treasurer is responsible for all chapter money and is custodian of the financial 
records. She advises the chapter regarding finances and budget matters. The treasurer collects all 
chapter funds and disburses money by check, countersigned by the president or vice president. 
She presents a monthly financial report to the chapter and supervises the preparation of the formal 
budget for the chapter. She files reqed IRS forms, reconciles bank statements with chapter 

records, keeps itemized records in the permanent file of all receipts and expenditures. 

            

 

THURS, MARCH 12 from 4-8 pm  6330 Lamar Ave OP, KS 
Join us as we celebrate Women's History Month! You will Feel Seen, 
supported, and Celebrated!  

Give to Gain: Where Collaboration Meets Opportunity        Women’s History Month Celebration | FREE Admission 
 

Meaningful networking & real connections  Shopping with local vendors & small businesses 7 featured local authors 
Interactive make-and-take stationsHealth & wellness experiencesFood & drinksRaffle prize baskets + giveaways 
Swag bags for the FIRST 50 guests!       

When women support women… everyone wins.  

Mission Statement 
The mission of the American Business Women’s 
Association is to bring together businesswomen of 
diverse occupations and to provide opportunities for 
them to help themselves and others grow personally 
and professionally through leadership, education, 
networking support and national recognition. 

 



Upcoming Events 
 March 11  Monthly Chapter Event 
 March 19 Kansas City Area Council                

                      1st Qtr Event  
 March 27-28 ABWA Spring Conference 
 April 4  Social Game Battle Event 
 April 8  Monthly Chapter Event and  

                         Chapter Anniversary  
                         Celebration 

 May 13 Monthly Chapter Event 
 June 10 Monthly Chapter Event 

 
 

  ABWA Kansas City Area Council  
www.abwakcac.org 

The purpose of the Kansas City Area Council is to promote 
communication between ABWA area leagues, to disseminate information, 
to exchange ideas, to participate in workshops, seminars, and other joint 
activities…  that supports the ABWA mission. 

Chair 
Debra Weilbacher, Dynamic Connections Chapter 
Vice-Chair 
Eileen Caspers, Ad Astra Chapter 
Communications OƯicer 
Nancy Ballenger, KC Express Network  
Financial OƯicer 
Sandy Jacobson, 
Mo-Kan Chapter 
                                                                                      
                                                   

 

                            

 

Welcome to a new Council year! 

Our first quarterly event will be a focused discussion with real 
conversations about how to find programs for your monthly 
meetings, and suggestions and ideas for programs that will draw 
people to your events! 

This event will be on Zoom only, no cost - register today! 

www.abwakcac.org 

 

Help SuƔƒt Singles Moms KC 
Bring full-sized toiletries and new or gently used 
clothing, shoes, and jewelry to our monthly 
meetings. Sandy will take those to their Clothed 
with Dignity Boutique, benefiting the moms. 



ABWA is a national organization and we are in ABWA’s District III. Each year new 
ABWA OƯicers are elected at our National Women’s Leadership Conference with a 
President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, and the six District Vice Presidents.  

Leslie McMillan is our 2025-26 D3VP and a member of the KC Express Network. 

ABWA Chapters and Express Networks 
More than 5,000 business/networking meetings are hosted each  
year in more than 300 cities across the nation by chapter and  
network leagues. While chapters provide a broader community with  
traditional meetings and programs, Express Networks offer more  
networking opportunities for busy professionals. Both contribute  
significantly to ABWA’s mission of empowering women in business  
and leadership roles. 

 

Here are the ABWA leagues  
in our area: 

AD ASTRA CHAPTER 
Topeka, Kansas 
abwaadastra.org  
Meets 4th Wednesday   

DIAMONDS OF EXCELLENCE CHAPTER 
Kansas City, MO   
diamondofexcellence.abwa.org  
Meets 4th Thursday   

DYNAMIC CONNECTIONS CHAPTER 
Blue Springs, MO   
dynamicconnections.abwa.org  
Meets 2nd Thursday   

GOLDEN ROYALTIES CHAPTER 
Kansas City, KS   
goldenroyalties.abwa.org   
Meets 2nd Thursday via Zoom   

KANSAS CITY EXPRESS NETWORK 
Overland Park, KS  
abwakcexpress.org    
Meets 3rd Tuesday   

KEEN NETWORK  
Kansas Executive Express Network  
Topeka, KS  
www.facebook.com/ABWA.KEENTopeka  
Meets 2nd Wednesday at lunchtime 

MO-KAN CHAPTER 
Lenexa, KS   
abwamokan.org    
Meets 2nd Wednesday  

Share the benefits of ABWA 

 

GET NEWLY BRANDED MERCH 
in the online ABWA SHOP! 

 




