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A NEW YEAR WITH AN OLD MESSAGE!
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
~ Romans 1:16-17 (ESV)
Greetings to everyone!
A New Year is upon us and as we reflect on the past year, most of us would agree that it seems as if
the world has stopped to take a long break. My husband and I started out 2020 planning a mission trip
to Thailand and with it, a mini vacation. But as days turned to weeks, and weeks turned to months, it
became apparent that we would have to cancel our trip. 2020 will definitely go down as the most
memorable year that we had ever experienced.
As we leave 2020 behind and look forward to a new year, most of us are wondering if things will be
different. Most of us want to know if we still need to be masked when congregating … and can we go
back to life as we knew before 2020. Some may be more fearful and anxious than others about the
future, but I would say most are glad that we have made it to see a New Year.
I, for one have been so blessed… and our church has been so blessed. I am blessed to still be your
pastor. I am grateful for all of you, for your prayers, your emotional and financial support. As a church,
we too have been blessed… we are blessed to still remain intact as a church. While many churches
are not yet able to worship in person, we have been worshipping in person since July, and we are
blessed with technology that allows many of you to worship virtually. The Lord is good; He has and will
continue to be good to all of us!
As we move into 2021, my prayer is that we would be even more convinced about who we are and our
purpose as a church. Understanding our purpose is crucial for our wellbeing as we continue to live and
serve in a culture that has become angry and frustrated with God. If 2020 has taught us anything, it is
that we are more than our building … the church is not the building, but its people; you and I, and
believers around the world make up the Church of God in the world. 2020 has also taught us that what
we do as a church, and the message we carry is crucial. As God’s people, we represent Him in the
world …and share His purpose and mission.
Beginning in January, we will turn our hearts, minds and attentions to the book of Romans. The theme
or message in Romans can be summed up as Paul stated in Romans 1:16 … “For I am not ashamed
of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first
and also to the Greek.” The Good News of Jesus Christ is our message… it is the power that saves
everyone who believes. Our purpose and mission as people of God is to share this message through
every aspect of our lives. If we are convinced of this about who we are as a church, nothing … not
suffering, death nor troubles of any kind can keep us from serving with passion and compassion.
Nothing will keep us from giving God our very best!

As we move into a New Year, keep in mind that the message we proclaim is the same old story that
has been proclaimed from the beginning of the world. And it is the message about a loving God who
through his faithfulness has blessed us with His son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, as we continue to live in
hard times, keep in mind that it is in our suffering that we realize how important our faith is and are
now more convinced as to how we are supposed to live out this faith.
Happy New Year to you and yours, and may God bless you in all you do!
Together we will serve,
Pastor Mao Her
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A NEW SERMON SERIES BEGINNING IN JANUARY

2021!

“FOR I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL…”

Join us for worship every Sunday @ 10:15 AM…

In-person or Virtual @ https://www.facebook.com/mao.her.92/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/649592321778434
https://www.facebook.com/pastormao.greenfield
We look forward to seeing you in worship!

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JANUARY

VOLUNTEERS FOR JANUARY

1st

LAY LITURGIST

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 5 (UMH 743)
Revelations 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46
New Year’s Day
rd

3

Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795)
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
Epiphany Sunday

3rd
10

th

Denise Edlund
Beth Schramm

17th

Ron Stinson

24th

Pam Seri

31st

Shanna Bude

Thank you!

10th Genesis 3:1-10 (11-20)
Psalm 29 (UMH 761)
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
Baptism of the Lord
th

17

UMW CORNER
Martha Fellowship

1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854)
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
Human Relations Day

Wishing for A Happy & Healthy New Year to all
in 2021!!

24th John 3:1-5, 10

January may not be realistic to meet, but
maybe by February, we can!

Psalm 62:5-12 (UMH 787)
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
Ecumenical Sunday

31st Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111 (UMH 832)
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

While we are still ‘hanging out’ - mostly at home
- looking forward to socializing again soon!

Hoping you enjoyed a Blessed Christmas!
- Carol Olson

The UMW Caring Circle
Hoping to see all of you soon ~ Judy Riedy

In December we had the following sponsors:

Birthday(s) This Month…
8th Moang Her

Please wish him a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when you
see him!

20th

George & Pat Nefstead’s 36th Wedding
Anniversary Congrats!

27th

Denise Edlund RETIREMENT! Congrats!

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin, please
contact the church office. Thank you

NADOUEi LLAW£N

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Friends and Family. We hope this message finds you well.
We had a rather turbulent move to Wales, and although we still aren't completely settled, we're
managing to keep afloat. A week after we moved here, everything went into lockdown because of
COVID. Our home still didn't have flooring, still needed some final painting etc., and we didn't have a
chance to buy furniture and other needed essentials. We still have lots to do, but we are getting
there, albeit slowly. The other major difficulty is that there is NO STORAGE here (no closets, no
basements). Trefor is getting his tool shed built this week (hurray, the boxes of tools will leave the
hallway), and we're having the back door patio covered, making it a breezeway for going to and from
the utility room and other outbuildings.
The biggest news is that in August, Trefor was diagnosed with Myelofibrosis (a rare type of blood
cancer). Difficult news to receive at any time, but especially receiving it two days after we buried his
younger brother David, who had died following a 4 year battle with pancreatic cancer. A bone
marrow transplant is in the works for Trefor; probably in February or so. We remain very hopeful.
My Welsh class was supposed to be 5 days a week at the university, but because of lockdowns and
distancing it was changed to 2 days a week online. This is now an ultra-condensed course. I've
taken other languages before, but Welsh is by far the most difficult. Having it super-condensed
makes it even more challenging, but I just keep plowing through and hope that it will all sink into
the gray cells eventually. I'm pleased that I'm at least at the point where I can go into the local
shops and order in Welsh, and be understood!
Trefor is getting caught up with everyone here in his home village. We have good friends and good
neighbors here, and the village is peaceful. We're a very short walk to the seaside, where we
tend to take our walks. We'll be taking some of our walks in the village woods, which is a 2000 year
old oak forest and is part of the Wales Woodland Trust. We plan on walking up the mountains
again in the coming year. For those of you who don't already know, the village of Trefor is a
granite quarry town; its heyday has passed, but it still makes the curling stones that you may
have seen if you watch the Olympic curling games!
Future correspondence from us will likely be online, but we wanted to send this card and note for
our first Christmas back here in Wales. We miss all of you and think of you often. We truly
appreciate your friendship and look forward to hearing from you in the future. We wish you a
joyful Christmas, and a healthy, peaceful New Year.
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HAPPY
NEW YEAR

JANUARY 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Church Office Closed
3

4

5
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

6

11

12
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

13

18

19
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

25

26
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

No Adult Sunday School

7

8

9

14
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

15

16

20

21
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

22

23

27

28
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

29

30

6:00 PM - Jazzercise

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE
Sacrament of Holy Communion
10
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

17
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

24
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
31
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
February is:
January 24th
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