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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
You know as I read this Gospel Text over several times in my study and preparation for this Sermon it was almost impossible not to hear the excitement, awe, and even conviction that was coming from these men’s hearts as they spoke. Their voices announced and confirmed who or what Christ was as the Lamb of God, Rabbi, and Messiah. However, if you also manage to listen just a little bit closer then you also come to hear them questioning as well. They were trying to figure out who or what Christ was to them, or who Christ would even be to the world. They came to the actual realization that they might no longer be wondering, or even seeking any further; as what they had read about, heard about, been baptized into, and even had hoped for was right there in the living flesh present with and alongside of them. Jesus was and is God, and he was acting in the world right in front of them. However, now was the time to ensure that it was true, and they had to figure out what their actual relationship was going to be with Christ. So, they not only had to make statements and ask questions, but they had to make a choice to live into the moment and truly see what was going on. The words, “Come and see” (2) from Jesus were not simply an invitation to a location, but they were an invitation to a life that was going to be wholly and entirely different from the very moment they fully lived into and accepted that very invitation.
Of course, we got a little glimpse of this last week as we heard that the dove descended from heaven and remained with Jesus, and that God’s voice from heaven rang through the clouds and confirmed who Jesus was. Last week’s Baptism of Our Lord’s focus was from the Gospel of Matthew, and we also got a little question and confirmation kind of action going on there as well. There was fulfilling of scripture, but there was also figuring out relationship. So, as we just merely scratched the surface last week it is all too fitting that we returned to this topic yet again right here today. 
As we hear more of the story, and as we enter into the Word from the Gospel of John, we even get a little different twist on things. Of course, perception is everything, but understanding and comprehension of things is always in the eyes, ears, and heart of every individual person. That is precisely why our Gospel Narratives happen to differ to a degree. That is also so that we do not have what seems to be some kind of conspired or even collaborated message that has us ending up with something we would come to question so easily as just another story instead of actually coming to realize and fully believe as truth and life.
With all of that in mind, I will also tell you that it would be rather easy to just go ahead and rush forward through this Gospel Message instead of pausing here on this topic for a second week like we should. We could easily move right onto next week to the call of the disciples. However, we are not quite yet there folks! We do get a little foreshadowing today of course, but we really do need to pause in this moment, and not just push on even though we have the urge or because we know the entire story. We actually need to let this story live out and live through us, just like John the Baptist did with those few disciples that we heard about today. This is the ministry or the call in life to be present. To really be present in the moment, and to not always have to seek or provide answers, solutions, or justification; let alone not to just keep rushing forward. We truly need to be present with Jesus and learn who he really is and who he actually is desiring to be in our very lives and even the lives of others. That presence is something we can always strive towards, because let’s face it, we are all just a little bit too stubborn in one way or another. In these busy lives that we all happen to live we admittedly do not often find enough time. We do not often even admittedly and intentionally make time and pause the way that we know that we should. So, I encourage you all to do that with me here. Let us all intentionally pause and live into this moment that we read and heard about just a little while ago in our Gospel Message.
So, what do John the Baptist’s words really mean here? In the first paragraph of our Gospel Text John is essentially saying I knew this was going to happen. I knew what I was doing. I knew that Christ was coming into the world. However, I did not actually know him. I did not have a picture of him on my smart phone or even know what he was going to look like. I did not have confirmation other than what was to occur. Then it happened! I saw it with my own eyes! The dove, the Holy Spirit, came down from heaven and was with Jesus. This showed me the way, and the truth, and the life. This showed me exactly who Jesus was! Now, I no longer had to wonder who or where this Chosen One might come from, or who he might be. God entered the world as Jesus Christ in the flesh. God was right here, right now, and he was coming to be not just with me, but with everyone!
As we move onto our second paragraph of our Gospel Text we fully hear and see John embrace his calling even more so. John the Baptist realizes that it was his turn to come into full relationship with Christ, and it was now his job to invite others into that full relationship with Christ as well. John told his fellow friends look and see who and what is walking right in front of you, who has come to be with us! Furthermore, John invites or even tells them to go and be with him. This is the man that I have talked about and I have baptized you into the very reality of his life and family, so go and see. 
This is where I find the text so interesting today, because Jesus throws two questions out at these fellows who are following him. Jesus of course is not blind to these disciples being right behind him, and he is not questioning them because he does not know what they are seeking or who they desire to be with. Jesus is questioning them so that they can come into the full realization of what they are doing themselves. Jesus questions them that they can come into the full realization of whose presence they are in and where they are going. Jesus is ensuring that this is the path that these disciples really do want to travel, and that they are just not so inquisitive that it is some temporary existence with him. Then, and only then, does the full invitation get extended to them. They are provided with the opportunity of a lifetime to enter into full relationship with Christ and truly “Come and see.” (2) This is where life as we know it is changed forever. This is where we are renamed and reclaimed, just as Simon has been.
As we close things off here today let us be mindful that “John’s Gospel proclaims that encountering Christ is not reserved for beginners. It is not something we outgrow. Nor is it something we complete. We can encounter Christ anew after years in the church, after seasons of dryness, or after certainty has given way to questions.” (4) This is precisely how we pause day in and day out on our continued mission of creating a full and completely trusting relationship with, in, and through Christ. Sometimes we need to humble ourselves and go back to square one, and sometimes we need to go through those dry lands, and sometimes we even need to go through these moments of questioning because we do not always feel that God is near, or that God even hears us. We are allowed to do all of these things, and we are allowed to refocus and continually renew our relationship with God. It is only when we continually do this, and come to new and full relationship with Christ that we are then able to introduce Christ to others out there in the world. Then, we can share with conviction precisely as John the Baptist did today. Then, we can invite others to follow along and we can announce, exclaim, and declare “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (1)
Amen.
John 1:29-42
John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others what they have found.

[bookmark: _Hlk219609549]29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.”

35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
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