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The Friends of the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens, a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, is charged with creating and maintaining a serene and peaceful environment for all visitors. 

Port St. Lucie 
Botanical Gardens 

Much to the distress of Tony Joneck, Chair of the 

Cactus Garden, the Agave had to go.  It was a week 

long project, researching how to remove, what 

treatment plan and where to place the infected Agave 

once removed.  Thanks to Tony’s horticulture 

background and UF/IFAS St Lucie County Master 

Gardeners assistance we were able to get it done. 

Removing a 10 year old Agave is no easy feat and it 

took quite a few volunteers to remove, treat, bag and 

bring to trash.  The Agave weighing close to 150-200 

pounds didn’t want to come out. It had to be cut piece 

by piece, shoveled, hacked and sawed out. Wow! What 

a Day. 

THE CACTUS GARDENS’ 10 YEAR OLD 
AGAVE - HIT BY BEETLE INFESTATION 

Continued on Pg 4 



 

             
 
 
 
2410 SE Westmoreland Blvd. 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
Phone: 772.337.1959 
Fax: 772.237.5952 
E-mail: info@pslbg.org 

Web: www.pslbg.org 

Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
    Sunday Noon - 4pm 
    Closed Monday, Tuesday & Some Holidays 
Suggested Donations: 
    Adults $5 
    Students $2 
    Children 12 & Under Welcome 
    Free for FPSLBG Members and 
    Active Military with family (IDs required) 
 

Mission Statement . . . 
 

Friends’ mission is to create and maintain a 
beautiful, serene sanctuary in the center of Port St. 
Lucie that is environmentally sound and naturally 
diverse and to provide educational, cultural and 
recreational opportunities for all who visit. 
 

Officers & Directors . . . 
 

President:     Joleen King  
Vice President:   Heather Furnari 
Secretary:     Claire Clark 
Treasurer:     Brenda Gustafson 
Directors:     Brett Ashley 
         Melinda DeMarco 
         Judy Nash-Wade 
         Michelle Peterson 
         Tim Sutton 
         Mary Thomas 

 

Standing Committee Chairs . . . 
 

Election Committee:       Stephanie 
                Alessandrini-Giarraffa  
Finance Committee:       Brenda Gustafson 
Gift Shop Committee:       Claire Clark 
Horticulture Committee:     Brenda Gustafson 
Membership & Volunteer 
Committee:           Mary Thomas 
Resource Development 
Committee:           Melinda DeMarco 
Strategic Planning Committee:   Brett Ashley 

 

Newsletter . . . 
 

Editor & Design:   Mark Barnes 

 
The Gardens is managed and operated by Friends of the 
Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens, Inc., a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
public charity organization, that was founded to help 
support the daily operations of The Gardens. Friends 
volunteers provide hands-on daily oversight of the facility, 
including staffing to handle the many visitors year round. 
Please consider becoming a member of Friends. Friends' is 
a 100% volunteer organization.  In all cases, donations are 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE… 

 

September! 
 

Back to school; end of 
summer but still hot and 
humid in South Florida.  
Our Gardens have 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
summer heat and humidity 
– they’re tropicals, after all! 
 

Colorful blooms, heavenly fragrances and active 
critters and insects – all call these Gardens their 
home.  The Gardens’ crew of volunteers are 
working on new projects, new events for the 
upcoming year.  Plan today to stop and visit soon. 
 
Thank you.  
 

Joleen King 
President 
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Things you should consider when removing any cactus: 

 Wear long sleeved shirts, pants, goggles and heavy gloves. 

 Do not let the cactus touch your skin especially the cut pieces. This can cause irritation 

and a rash much like poison ivy or sumac, with painful itching and bumps all over the 

infected area. 

 Be prepared for some heavy lifting and lots of perseverance. 

When you visit the Cactus Garden you’ll see a big empty space, treated and waiting for a fountain 

to be installed.   

Click HERE to see the video of Tony (pictured below) talking about the Agave beetle infestation.  

Be sure to stop by our spectacular Cactus Garden.  

Continued from Pg 1 

Tony Joneck, Chair of the Cactus Garden  starts the 
process of  removing the beetle infested Agave 

Continued on Pg 5 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/AgnSqhhw7WE
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Continued from Pg 4 
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 CALL FOR IMAGES  
Due to the success of our branded 'Photo taken at the Port 

St. Lucie Botanical Gardens', we are in need of donated 

images from our members or others who have taken outstanding photos at The 

Gardens.  Selected photographs will be used in our Postcard and Card Series for 

our Gift Shop and on our website sideshow. 
 

If you are interested in donating a photo or two or three, please include hi-res 

photos together with your full name and the date the photo was taken.  Please 

email to info@pslbg.org, Attn: CALL FOR IMAGES. 
 

Copyright credit will be given to the photographer.  Friends of the Port St. Lucie 

Botanical Gardens, Inc. is a recognized 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organization.  All 

donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
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Thank You to Bernie McCrary for this love-

ly jade plant. 
 

Article by Brenda Gustafson 

Horticulture Chair 

Thank You too all who are donating such 

wonderful plants to the Garden.  This helps 

our bottom line tremendously. 
 

Remember NO INVASIVES and please 

leave the name of the plant and your 

name.  We’re always looking for one gallon 

pots and other garden related. Items. 

THE GARDENS RECEIVES  

GIRL SCOUTS 

COMMUNITY AWARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Port St Lucie Botanical Gardens received a 

Community Award from the Girl Scouts of 

Southeast Florida - In grateful recognition of 

your dedication and contribution to building 

girls of courage, confidence and character 

who make the world a better place. 
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1
st

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 9:30 - 11:45 am All Welcome 

3
rd

 River Vista HOA Meeting 7:00 - 9:00 pm HOA Members Welcome 

4
th

 Intermediate Spanish Class 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

4
th

 Ft. Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 - 9:30 pm $7 Donation, $6 Members 

6
th

 BOOtanical Halloween Committee 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

8
th

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 9:30 - 11:45 am All Welcome 

9
th

 Rio Lindo Club Board Meeting 10:30 am - 12:00 pm Members Welcome 

9
th

 FPSLBG Board of Directors Meeting 4:30 - 6:30 pm Members Welcome 

10
th

 PSL Orchid Society Meeting 12:00 - 3:00 pm All Welcome 

10
th

 Master Naturalists Meeting 7:00 - 9:00 pm Members Welcome 

11
th

 Intermediate Spanish Class 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

12
th

 St. Lucie West Garden Club Board Mtg. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm Members Welcome 

12
th

 PSL Angler’s Meeting 5:30 - 9:30 pm All Welcome 

14
th

 Keep PSL Beautiful Tree Give-A-Way 8:00 am - 12:00 pm PSL Residents Welcome 

15
th

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 9:30 am - 12:00 pm All Welcome 

15
th

 Daylily Society Meeting 2:00 - 4:00 pm All Welcome 

16
th

 Bylaws Review Committee Meeting 9:00 - 10:00 am Members Welcome 

16
th

 SLW Garden Club Pot Luck Luncheon 10:00 am - 1:00 pm Members Welcome 

16
th

 Sandpiper Community Board Meeting 6:00 - 9:00 pm Members Welcome 

17
th

 Korean War Veterans TCC106 Meeting 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Members Welcome 

18
th

 Intermediate Spanish Class 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

18
th

 Ft. Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 - 9:30 pm $7 Donation, $6 Members 

19
th

 Treasure Coast Rare Fruit Club Meeting 7:00 - 9:00 pm All Welcome 

22
nd

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 9:30 - 11:45 am All Welcome 

23
rd

 Rio Lindo Garden Club Monthly Meeting 12:30 - 4:00 pm All Welcome 

24
th

 PSL Historical Society Board Meeting 4:00 - 5:30 pm Members Welcome 

24
th

 Tarpon Bay Villas HOA Board Meeting 6:00 - 9:00 pm HOA Members Welcome 

25
th

 Intermediate Spanish Class 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

25
th

 German American Board Meeting 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Members Welcome 

26
th

 TC Professional Photographers Assoc. 6:00 - 8:30 pm Members Welcome 

28
th

 TC Bonsai Club Meeting 10:00 am - 12:00 pm All Welcome 

29
th

 Crosstown Chapel Sunday Service 9:30 - 11:45 am All Welcome 

30
th

 2020 Planning Committee 3:00 - 4:15 pm All Welcome 

30
th

 TC Bromeliad Society & Tropicals 5:30 - 9:00 pm Members Welcome 
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http://www.insurewithpost.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
University of Florida IFAS Extension 

Central Florida Gardening Calendar - September 
 

What to Plant 
 

Annuals/Bedding plants: If summer beds need refreshing, try scarlet sage, nasturtium, 
celosia, and wax begonia for color into fall. SeeAnnuals: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_annual_landscape_plants 
 

Bulbs: Plant gladiolus every 2 weeks to stagger blooming. Stake each plant. See Bulbs for 
Florida: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_bulbous_flowers 
Herbs: Plant herbs that tolerate the warm temperatures of early fall, such as Mexican 
tarragon, mint, rosemary, and basil. See Herbs: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_herbs 
 

Vegetables: September opens the door for more vegetables to plant. See Vegetable Gardening 
in Florida: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_vegetable_gardening 
 

Shrubs: Consider placing native shrubs, like beautyberry, marlberry, firebush, and dahoon 
holly, where you can view the birds that enjoy them. See The Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Guide 
to Plant Selection and Landscape Design: https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/
FYN_Plant_Selection_Guide_2015.pdf and Shrubs: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_shrubs 
 

What to Do 
 

Lawns: Continue to monitor the lawn for signs of insect damage. Fall armyworms, chinch 
bugs, mole crickets, and sod webworms are still active this month. See Turfgrass Pest Insects: http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_turf_pest_insects 
 

Fertilizer Bans: Numerous municipalities in south Florida prohibit the application of fertilizer 
to lawns and/or landscape plants during the summer rainy season (June–September). See if such an 
ordinance exists in your area. 
 

Vegetable gardens: Prepare the fall vegetable garden if not done in August. Using transplants 
from your local garden center will get the garden off to a fast start, but seeds provide a wider variety 
from which to choose. See Vegetable Gardening in Florida: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_vegetable_gardening 
 

Perennials and bulbs: Divide and replant perennials and bulbs that have grown too large or 
need rejuvenation. Add organic matter to planting beds and monitor water needs during 
establishment. See Seeds and Propagation (Lawn and Garden): http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_garden_propagation 
 

Irrigation: Check that irrigation systems are providing good coverage and operating properly 
before summer rains taper off. SeeLandscape Irrigation: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_landscape_irrigation 
 

Citrus: Fertilize citrus with a balanced fertilizer either this month or in October. Use controlled
-release nitrogen because rain will not leach it from the soil too quickly. See Home Citrus 
Culture: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_citrus_home_citrus_culture 
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Continued on Pg 20 

Seen Around The Gardens & Beyond 
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Lobby Display Find me in the Butterfly Garden 
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Continued from  Pg 18 

Continued on Pg 21 
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Sponsor me in the Faerie Forrest.  Click HERE to find out more. 

https://www.pslbg.org/faerie-forrest-sponsorship.html


 

Continued from  Pg 20 

Continued on Pg 22 
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LOOKING BACK... 
The first wedding to take place at the gardens occurred on May 15, 
2010 between Sarah & Jordan Schumann.  Jordan was killed while 
serving in the US Army in Afghanistan July 5, 2011. 



 

Continued from  Pg 21 

Continued on Pg 23 
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TOP: The Butterfly Garden Group keeping the Butterfly Garden beautiful. 
Bottom: Thanks to Volunteer Dale Johnson for power washing the 

algae buildup on the inside of the greenhouse. 



 

Continued from  Pg 22 

Continued on Pg 24 
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Wildlife in the Gardens 



 

Continued from  Pg 23 

Continued on Pg 25 
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Continued on Pg 26 

Continued from  Pg 24 
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 Continued on Pg 28 

Continued from  Pg 25 
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The Gardens is the perfect location for your next Event! 
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 Continued on Pg 29 

Continued from  Pg 26 
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Continued from  Pg 28 

Continued on Pg 30 
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Wedding Time 



 

Continued from  Pg 29 

Continued on Pg 31 
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Continued from  Pg 30 

Continued on Pg 32 
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Continued from  Pg 31 

Continued on Pg 33 
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 Continued on Pg 35 
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Visitor Pics 
Continued from  Pg 32 
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Continued from  Pg 33 

Continued on Pg 35 

https://www.facebook.com/PSLBotanicalGardens
http://www.pslbotanicalgardens.org/
https://www.markbarnesmusic.com/
http://19thholeandsandpiperroom.com/
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Continued on Pg 37 
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Continued from  Pg 36 

Continued on Pg 38 
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Continued from  Pg 37 

Continued on Pg 39 
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Continued from  Pg 38 

Continued on Pg 41 
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www.guettlerconstruction.com 
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http://www.pslhistory.org/


 Continued on Pg 42 
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Continued on Pg 43 
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Continued on Pg 44 
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Sponsorship Opportunities Available - Click Here 

https://www.pslbg.org/2020-moonraker-at-the-gardens.html
https://www.pslbg.org/2020-moonraker-at-the-gardens.html
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https://www.pslbg.org/faerie-forrest.html
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Click Here To 
 Become A Sponsor 

Primary Sponsor with subtle signage, recognition on the FPSLBG website & 

promotional rack card, and a Full Page Newsletter Ad for 2 years.  

Opportunity to name one of the Faeries, recognition on the 

FPSLBG website & promotional rack card. 

General Donation to support The Gardens with 

recognition on the FPSLBG website. 

Sponsorship opportunities for Faerie Faenatics, including a corporate sponsorship, 

are available for a limited time.  Are you interested in becoming a Faerie Faenatic or 

a Corporate Sponsor?  Call us today at 772-337-1959 or click the link below. 

https://www.pslbg.org/faerie-forrest.html
https://www.pslbg.org/faerie-forrest.html
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http://pslbotanicalgardens.org/membership.html

