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June Meeting to Feature
Nationally Known Artisan
The June 3 TAW meeting will feature a demonstration by Paul Ferrell of
Crofton. Kentucly Paul describes himself as a ""self-taught professional for 22 years"
and is a founding member of the American Association of Woodturners. Although at
present he is a production turner, his e.xperience includes large one-of-a-kind forms
for galleries and individuals. Paul presently produces wholesale for galleries and gift
shops.
Paul is also a teacher of woodtuming which includes intensive one-on-one
instruction in his studio as w ell to lecturing to a wide range of groups, clubs, and
schools. Design and form orientatton are some of the areas normally covered . Paul
likes to begin, each teaching session by asking participants what they want to learn
from the pro<;ess. So have your questions ready before the meeting.
Paul believes "The possibilities are endless when working with native burls,
for it is not the wood, but the ability to expose its graceful elegance that is the
challenge of the craftsman. "
You don't want to miss the June .3 meeting!
Looking ahead to the July 1. meeting. TAW member Clay Crowder of
MarvA ille. Tennessee will give a unique presentation on some different techniques of
mounting and re-mounting bow ls on the lathe. Clay will not cover the use of
specialty chucks (pens, bottlestoppers.etc.) or commercially made chucks (Nova. OneWay, etc.) but will focus on screw chucks, jam-chucks, Jacobs chucks, and ring-chuck
applications. These will be related to not just bow ls, but betw een-center turning and
face plate turnings as well.
ff you have ever had to mount and re-mount as I have, you will want to see
this one.

AAW Features Comprehensive
Net Site
Woodturners Linked Worldwide

)

The American Association of
Woodturners (AAW) now has one of the
most comprehensive woodworking sites
on the Internet.
Included on the multi-page site
are listings to every AAW associated club
in the United States, including the TAW.
The site seems to be growing, as a lot of
information is provided, especially for
new woodturners. Appearing on a
separate AAW page is a lengthy article,
"'How to buy a lathe". There are areas on

safety and of course, how to join AAW.
Woodworking links on the Web
have grown at an alarming rate and now
number in the thousands. One of the
most popular sites is one simply called
"Woodtuming on the Web". This is
where it get interesting, because this is
really where woodturners can find
virtually anything about woodtuming.
Some of the most exotic sites found
through "Woodtuming" include a link
called ' The Icelandic Woodtuming
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Page". Yes! There are woodturners in
Iceland!
Supplies can be found through
the site as well. There is a special link
devoted to "Woodtuming SupplySources" w hich will take you to many of
the companies you have probably alreadyordered from in the past. Many of these
companies, like Woodcraft have been on
the Web for a long time. Surprisingly,
the one company no longer on the Web,
is Garrett Wade, in New York City. I
have called and asked what happened but
no one can provide an answer.
Can you actually order through
the Intemet? You certainly can. All you
need is a credit card close by. A couple
of cautions here: Place an order through
the internet, be sure the company you
order from has a secure server. If y ou
use the popular Netscape browser, the
broken key icon in the bottom left hand
comer will connect and change to a
darker, deeper blue. If not. use the
telephone to place your order. Also,
many compames have a limited listing of
products on the Net. And many will let
you order virtually any product they carryprovided you have the conect catalogue
number. My own experience has shown
that orders placed on the Net arrive a
little sooner than phone orders.
Many woodturners showcase
their work on the WWW. Rude Osolonik
even has a page through the WWW
server in Berea, Kentucky. There are
plenty of others though. It's nice to see
all the work before you in beautiful color,
but these pages are sometimes painfully
slow to load, so be patient. There is a
tremendous amount of information and
help out there and it seems to grow daily.
Take your time, keep an open mind and
e.xplore. You never know what you will
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The Microshop Turner
or How and What to Get Without Breaking the Bank
or Making a Irreversible Goofs
Now you've done it. You
have either found or made a place
to turn wood and you're ready for
the real tlin part: Equipping
yourself for the job. You will need
a lathe
and more. The lathe is
basic. A good on will bring you
back time and time again. A cheap
one, just the opposite.
You are looking for a small,
compact machine with standard
features, like Morse tapers and live
tailstocks. There are several
available that are first class
machines. The granddaddy o f small
lathes is the Carbatec, a heavy duty
machine in miniature. Two versions
are available, one with the motor
buili in, one without. The one
without is preferable because it's
capacity over bed is a little better.
Both use #1 Morse tapers on head
and tail. I f set up properly, expect
little, i f any vibration and long life.
Carbatecs are portable. You can
pick it up and move it around easily.
The list o f accessories is endless.
One without motor can be had for
about $200.

capacity, and will turn slightly
longer pieces. These are not
exactly what you would consider a
lighrweight at over 80 pounds
each, but the added weight and
heavier morse tapers make all the
difference. Both the Vicmarc and
the Comet take a number o f
accessories and can turn fairly large
objects. They start at just over
$400. I have only used the
Vicmarc, and only once. There is

Record RPML micro lathe offers a
hefty bed and a hefty price to boot

some debate over which is better,
but according to specifications,
there may not be a lot o f difference.
(Editor's note: There have been
rumors o f quality control problems
with the Vicmarc recently. The
The Bonnie Klein lathe is
machine is in high demand and
smallest lathe available. It's tiny,
dealers are frequently out o f stock.
but well made. Not as heavy as the
So, i f this machine is your cup o f
Carbatec, the Klein lathe can be
tea, proceed with caution.)
carried around with one hand. It's
Another quality micro lathe
specialty is small, intricate work,
is the Record R P M L 300C,
like jewelry and pens. Accessories
manufactured in Great Britain.
are available. The Klein lathe is
Priced around $650, it is expensive
priced about $350.
thanks to the "value added tax" in
Just a step up in si?e from
GB which is passed on to you, the
the Carbatec, but still small, is the
user. At just over 90 lb., it's the
Vicmarc and it's close competitor.
heaviest o f the mini-lathes. It looks
Comet. These beefy machines sport
odd at first because the motor is
#2 Morse tapers, larger swing

attached directly to the headstock.
If and when it needs repair, you are
without a lathe until the thing is
repaired, while on other small
lathes, you can simply slap a spare
motor on and continue. However,
the headstock swings around (like
the one on the big Powermatic) and
has a 14 inch bow! turning capacity.
Something to consider is you plan
to turn bowls.
Any of the afore mentioned
lathes will work for just about
anyone with limited working space,
especially someone living in an
apartment or home with an
outbuilding or tiny basement. I f
you are lucky and have a small onecar garage, you have even more
choices. You might even fit in a big
Powermatic. But consider the
following: Do you need more than
just a lathe i f you want to turn
wood2 Is woodtuming part o f a
larger woodworking hobby? Hint:
Many times you will need to trim
wood down to size before you turn
it. Next hint: Y o u will need other
woodworking devices i f you plan to
build any special jigs.
ShopSmith has been around
a long time. It is an expensive
American-made multipurpose
machine with enough accessories to
boggle the mind (and your bank
account). It has some definite
advantages, and some
disadvantages as well. As a lathe, it
is not the heaviest around. I t will
handle some very long pieces o f
wood for spindle turning. It
doesn't handle large bowls very
well, as it weighs in at around 180
pounds. It's tablesaw seems rather
small, but optional extensions are
available to handle larger pieces.
Then there's the fact that you have
to assemble and disassemble when

going from one operation to
another. Afi! But it is portable on
.its casters at 6 feet long and about 2
'feet wide and fits against the wall
nicely when not in use. Away from
the wall, it becomes a complete
shop with everything you could
ever want. But among the
multipurpose machines, the
ShopSmith is no longer my machine
o f choice. A very, very similar and
greatly improved machine called
"SuperShop" is now available from
PowerHouse o f .Ann Arbor,
Michigan and i f v/hat I hear is true,
puts the ShopSmith out o f the
picture.

I have learned a hard lesson
when it comes to turning tools.
The best ones I have seen and used
are from England. The absolute
worst, and 1 have some o f them, are
from Taiwan. Buy good ones made
o f high speed steel, like the ones
Robert Sorby or Henry Taylor. I f
you plan to stick with small stuff,
try out the mini tools. They are
excellent for detail work. By all
means, get a roughing gouge. It's
easy to use and with good care, will
last for years.

There are other tools you
will need. Where do you store
them'i' I f you wind up with a minilathe, what will you set it on when
you work*^ Whatever that is, you
will need to have it on good casters
or at least be sure it is portable.
ShopNotes Magazine (Vol.
5, Issue 30) offers plans for a nifty
little workbench which you can
customize for your own needs.
This will hold a small assortment o f
sharpening tools and other
(Contd. on page 4, col. 3J

My Recommendations for the Microshop Woodturner

PowerShop tips the scales
at a whopping 540 lb. Its tubular
Lathes:
ways measure 2.25 inches
For the apartment dweller (or anyone);
compared to ShopSmith's 1.75.
Carbatec (without motor)
Price: $200
Spindle diameter is 3" compared to
Tried, tested, and true. If you move into a house later, you will want to keep
it. even if you buy a larger machine. It s economical and w ill not only get
ShopSmith's 2.125. In fact, the
you
going. It will keep you going.
PowerShop is capable o f doing light
For the homeowner with limited space:
metalwork. Accessories will be
SuperShop multipurpose machine
Price: $2200
available this summer. Basic
Pricey, but heavy and well made from a reputable company. (The same
machine price is around $2,100.
folks who make the Smithy milling machines.) Much heavier than the
ShopSmith. Includes tablesaw and drill press. Options available soon for
Not much miore than the
bandsaw and jointer. Makes the price easy to jusiilv' when you consider the
ShopSmith. I f you plan to retire
whole thing is a complete shop that tucks into a space in your garage only
and downsize you living quarters as
2'.\ \e ty pes of machines are known to hold a good resale value.
I do, this may be the one for you.
There is a fairly new lathe
on the market, the Nova 3000,
made by the folks who make the
Nova Chuck. According to the
specs listed, it weighs in at 143
pounds without motor and
packaging. It is also outrageously
expensive at $750, without motor.
It is only about 28 inches long, but
can be lengthened with additional
21 inch bed segments. They run
$145 each—at discount!
Nevertheless, the Nova is probably
a super machine and can be made
longer i f you leave the apartment or
small house and get a home with
plenty o f working room.

Workbench:
Workmate 400
Price: Under $100
These have been around a while. Folds up neatly against a wall when you
aren't using it. I have one and swear by it. I used to have a Sears brand
and I swore AT it.
Home-made small workbench
Price: Not much
Featured in Vol.5 Issue 30 of ShopNotes magazine. Does pretty much what
the Workmate does, but holds plenty of tools underneath. Handy for a
variety of jobs.

Turning Tools:
Anything made by Henry Taylor or Robert Sorby
Prices vary
These tools are made in England of high speed Sheffield steel and are
legendary for durability. There are other fine tools available but these are the
best known among woodturners. You cannot go wrong with these.
Recommended: 3/4 inch roughing gouge, diamond or fluted parting tool,
spindle gouges, round nose scraper, square end scraper, standard 1/2 skew,
and fluted bowl gouge (if you plan to turn bowls.)
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My Turn...

Future Meetings
The Tennessee Association of
Woodturners normally meets on the first
Tuesday night of every month except
August. If the first Tuesday falls on a
major holiday, the meeting is held the
second Tuesday of that same month.
Meetings begin promptly at 7:00pm. We
meet at Madden s w ood shop of the
campus of the Baptist Children's Home in
Franklin. TN. Take 1-65 to Concord
Road E.xit #71. Go west to Franklin Road.
Go south on Franklin Road to Wikle
Road. Turn left and then turn left again
at 7019 Wikle. Go to the first building on
the right. Meeting times and dates may
change for special occasions and are
posted in the monthly bulletin.

Next Meeting:

TalbertMcMullm

Afriendfromup Nonh once told me. " I have itfiguredout. In Ohio, we
hibernate in the winter. Southerners hibernate in the summer." Maybe she was right.
The heat can get oppressive, and I remember some summer days when it was
downright dangerous to stay outside. I remember issue one of TAW quarterly featured
an article depicting what members thought was important. Several of you mentioned
"comfort" and "air conditioning". That's probably why I am looking for an air
conditioner right now for my shop. Last summer was miserable. This will be
different. I just finished a semi-major kitchen remodeling and I am ready to do
something for myself. Summer is an important time, and we all have things to be
done. I will soon start on Christ mas gifts. It is not too early.
Speaking of comfort, I will also take some of my own advice and get rid of
the AMT lathe 1 have had for several years. The thing has been a problem since day
one. It just does not work right. 1 spent just over $90 for the thing. 1 have gone
through two sets of ball bearings. It vibrates. The tool rest is impossible to secure.
Enough is enough. I will order a Carbatec in a few weeks and bolt it down to my 400
lb bench on wheels. The tools 1 bought with my lathe were cheap ones made in
China. 1 will grind them down into specialty scrapers and get some more Henry
Taylors or Sorbys. These changes, along with air conditioning should make for a very
productive summer. Maybe someday, 1 will even treat myself to a PowerMatic.
This is my last issue as editor of TAW Quarterly. I have enjoyed it. But
there are other responsibilities I have that require immediate attention. As 1 said
before, 1 have been promoted at work and the responsibilities are sometimes
overwhelming. 1 need to contribute some time to my church as well. There is a lot of
expenence among the TAW membership and I feel that many of you have some
important contributions to make to this publication. 1 look forward to reading about
these isftiuu-eissues.

Tuesday, June 3
TAW Qoarterly is published in June. September,
December, and March of every year and is itiaucu &ec
of charge to members. Membership in the Tennessee
Association of Woodturners is open to snyooe with an
interest in the crait of woodtuming. Annuai dues are
$25.00.

Microshop Woodturner (contd from p.3)

paraphernalia you will wind up
with. This bench is suitable for any
microshop, be it apartment balcony
OflBcera:
or one-car garage. Hint: You can
iTesideni: Mike Zincr
raise your lathe bench slightly off
832-4369
the floor with a set of four good
Viw Fnesidcnt: Grai8 McBcris
quality furniture levelers, available
373-8840
at most hardware stores. When
Seoittry: i>at Matraatt
you are ready to roll the lathe back
227-2240
inside, just lower the table and
Treasurer: Pete
wheel it in.
290-8632
Another option is a Workmate
librarian: OonloaHMkle
400 (avoid smaller models). These
832-2928
handy fellas are to be found
Editor: TalbertMcMuUin
832-2184
everywhere and are useful for all
kinds of things besides being a
place to set your Carbatec or Klein
01997, Tennessee Association of lathe.
Woodturners. All rights reserved.
Finally, you must make a

constant effort to stay organized.
You don't have room to spread out
and make huge messes like some of
us. Your woodtuming setup will
grow and so will your collection of
tools. It is absolutely essential
that you plan your storage
carefully. Have a place for
everything and everything in its
place. Don't get discouraged.
Anyone can set up shop in a huge
garage or basement, but it takes a
genius to set one up in an
apartment storage room, a one-car
garage, or small storage
outbuilding. —tm

