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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS
Dear Immanuel Family and Friends,
In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 we find the following words, “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you”. With these
words, the Apostle Paul wrote to a church that was used to suffering great persecution under evil Roman rule. St. Paul understood what the church was facing.
He was beaten, thrown in jail, and ultimately put to death because of the faith
that he held so dear. Yet in the suffering that he himself and the church of Thessalonica was facing, St. Paul wrote these words of encouragement. “Give thanks
in all circumstances…”.
Friends, these words are applicable to us today as well. Our world, country, state, and communities
are suffering with cases of Covid-19, loss of employment, the inability to see our loved ones in the
hospitals, nursing homes, and independent living facilities. Businesses are closing their doors, livelihoods are being uprooted, and the mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual health of everyone is
suffering.
The church is no different. Though in many places, in person services are now beginning to resume,
it will not be as we are accustomed. There will be no handshaking, singing without masks, nor the
ability to have food and fellowship. In some places, even the celebration of Holy Communion will
look a little differently and some of the people whom we love will remain at home a little longer. And
in some countries, Christians are not only suffering, but they are being put to death because they believe in Jesus who died for them.
How should we then as children of God respond to this suffering? I think this is a fine time to take St.
Paul’s words to heart. Folks, give thanks. Things are uncomfortable right now. They will continue to
be for the foreseeable future. This includes a few of the things we’ve grown accustomed to doing at
church (sitting where we want, pot lucks, hugging and shaking hands, etc.). Yet, I encourage you that
even now, to give thanks. God’s not withdrawn Himself from us. He still gives us His Word that is like
a balm to our hurting hearts. His gift of the Holy Sacrament is still present so that our faith is
Continued on Page 2
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strengthened and renewed. Absolution is still proclaimed, the words still spoken that forgive our sins.
Thank God for that!
You have God’s Word with you. Pick it up, open it,
read it, don’t be afraid to memorize verses that
mean a lot to you especially during this time, and
give God thanks that He and He alone cares enough
that He stays with you, no matter what you are going through or what trials you face. Keep it close to
you, recite the Psalms (Psalm 23 is a great one)
when you are feeling weak and heavy hearted. For
He is the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the
Last, the great I Am and He will never change. Jesus
has gone before you. Trust in Him and in all things,
give thanks.
In closing, I wanted to also take a moment this
month to thank God for fathers. They are bestowed
by our loving heavenly Father to be spiritual heads
of their families. It’s not an easy task and not every
man is given that vocation. But being a father is important for they are called to protect their families,
provide for them, and to create life and to teach
what God’s Word says about the sanctity of human
life. Fathers, we honor and thank you!
Thank you Lord for your blessings on us even when
we suffer. Amen.
With a shepherd’s heart,
Pastor David
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From the
President’s Pen
Well, the pandemic continues but the Governor is allowing Houses of Worship to reopen under ½ capacity. The Elders met recently and outlined a plan for
holding church services without Sunday School for the
time being. Seating will be adjusted to allow proper
social distancing, and you will be directed by the ushers. Please be flexible, as we cannot all sit where we
are used to sitting, allowing for extra rows and seats
between family groups.

When the weather is nice, please use the opportunity
to greet each other outside (without handshakes, of
course). Also, facemasks are requested indoors, and
some extra will be available if you forget yours. Plans
for communion are still being discussed. We look forward to seeing you soon but understand if you wish to
worship at home for the time being. Our services will
continue to appear on Facebook (a great outreach
tool). More updates will be provided as we work
through the details.

A special thank you to Dale Kenton for coordinating
the power washing on the church building and Geiger
Hall. It looks amazing and we should be proud to welcome everyone back, including guests.

MALIM Grant Funds
Online Services
Plans are moving forward with livestreaming our
Sunday worship service. After having received
quotes from suppliers, Immanuel applied for and
received a $3000.00 grant from MALIM (MidAtlantic Lutherans in Mission) to fund the project.
In response to the current crisis with COVID-19, Mid
-Atlantic Lutherans in Mission has made available
Art Scherer Memorial Crisis Response Grants to
Southeastern District (SED) congregations or preschools/day care centers. The purpose of Crisis Response Grants is to equip congregations and preschools/day care centers with resources to assist in
meeting the unique missional challenges/
opportunities resulting from the Coronavirus pandemic. Specifically, these grants are intended to
support activities that Move God’s Mission Forward
within the congregation/preschool and/or missional
outreach to the broader community.
We praise God for the availability of this money
which will allow us to provide online worship to our
church and local community in the very near future.
We are also looking for individuals who would like
to be a part of this and assist in livestreaming our
service. Please speak with Pastor David or call the
church office if you are interested. We are looking
for volunteers!

Thank you for continuing to send in your gifts and
pledges. Our expenses continue, and you can drop off
or mail in checks, or go online to https://
www.ilcpreston.org/ and click on the Donate button
at the top to give via PayPal or credit card.
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The Scriptures teach joy
In A Little Book on Joy (St. Louis: CPH, 2001), LCMS
President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison wrote,
“Genesis to Revelation . . . it was all gift and joy over
the gifts.” The Scriptures teach both Law and Gospel,
with the focus on what God has done to save this fallen
world. Sin is real, and God still has wrath against sin.
The overall thrust of the Bible is God’s action to save
mankind from sin and death. He accomplished this
through His Son. And for this, we rejoice in God’s gift of
love and salvation. Find out more at joyfullylutheran.org.

Thank You!
Dear Friends at Immanuel,
Thank you for your expressions of sympathy at
our mother’s passing. Due to the coronavirus
restrictions, her funeral was held at the Jr. Order
Cemetery on May 8 with a few family members
in attendance and Pastor David officiating. We
hope to have a celebration of life later this summer. She felt blessed to worship in this place
with all of you, as do we.

SPECIAL FUNDS
Pastor’s Grant Fund
Earleen Lozen
Louise Nichols Memorial Fund
Ed & Connie Overington
Duff & Gina McConnell
Dale & Marsha Kenton
Rebecca Milhollan
Paul & Jackie Nichols
Vic & Vera Rieck
Shirley Short
Ag Sturtz
Mark & Carol Frase
In Memory of Louise Nichols
Choir Fund
Iris Rieck
Building Fund
Glen & Mary Lou Plutschak
Care & Compassion
Richard & Irene Wheatley
In Memory of Martha Watson
Care & Compassion
Richard & Irene Wheatley

Janice Isenberg and Lynn Short
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Improvements to Our Church
Building and Geiger Hall!
Before
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A Letter From Immanuel’s Music Director, Dennis Janko:
"To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven . . .
a time to keep and a time to put away." (Ecclesiastes 3)
I began singing in the Lutheran School children's choir when I was seven and
played my first church service when I was thirteen. After graduating from Concordia University in Illinois, I became a Commissioned Minister of the Gospel
when I began my career as a Lutheran school teacher and Director of Church Music in Hyattsville, MD. I was there for forty-five years serving as teacher, musician, principal and working on District and Synodical worship committees.
Caron and I moved to Delaware in 2005 and
were attracted to the worship style and music at Immanuel, Preston,
MD. We both sang in the choir and played handbells and I did some
service playing. In 2008, President Ruth Thomas offered me the position of organist and Director of Music at Immanuel. Caron and I
thought we could help.
Over these past twelve years, I and the pastors, singers and ringers,
soloists, instrumentalists, and organists, developed a program of leading worship. However, as the years went by, we lost so many of our
parish musicians to moving, age, loss of voice, driving in darkness,
twenty balcony steps and even death.

While it has been a pleasure and honor to serve my Lord and His Church
for 57 years (12 at Immanuel), it is time for others to lead Immanuel's musical worship. Therefore, I submit my resignation as Director of Music
effective June 30, 2020.
I am departing at this hiatus of Sunday worship gatherings. Then, when a
certain normal scheduling of services begins, you won't even notice my
absence. It is time to place this parish's music of worship in other hands.
There are many capable people within this congregation who can work
together and produce joyful songs unto the Lord.

Rest it all in the hands of God and He will bless you beyond your
expectations.
God Bless Us All,
In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Dennis L. Janko
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On June 11, the Church remembers and gives thanks to God for

St. Barnabas, Apostle.
A Jewish Levite who originally hailed from the island of
Cyprus, Barnabus steps into history in the account Luke
provides in Acts 4. Originally named Joseph, this godly
man sold some of his temporal possessions and laid the
proceeds at the feet of the Twelve. This was to aid the
poor in Jerusalem and support the Church’s mission.
The apostles gave him the name Barnabas, which
means “Son of Encouragement.” We also learn from
Acts that Barnabas was cousin to the young John Mark,
who would be the author of the second Gospel.

After Paul’s conversion and initial ministry in Damascus,
he visited Jerusalem but found the Church as a whole
leery of this former persecutor. Barnabas, however,
took Paul under his wing and introduced him to the
apostles. He told them the story of what had happened to their erstwhile opponent.
When word reached the apostles that something was
stirring in Antioch, where Gentiles were beginning to
call on the name of Jesus, they dispatched Barnabas to
investigate. Barnabas was overjoyed at the Spirit’s
work. He immediately headed to Tarsus to fetch Paul
and bring him into the work. Worshiping together in
Antioch, the Spirit foretold a famine to afflict Judea.
The two were sent to bring relief to the Jerusalem
Church. Later, the Spirit instructed that Barnabas and
Saul be set aside for the work to which He had called
them. They were then dispatched on the first great
missionary journey, spreading the saving name of Jesus
to Jew and Gentile throughout Asia Minor.
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Accompanying them on that journey at first was John
Mark, but he did not complete the work and returned
home. When the traveling companions contemplated
a second journey, Barnabas was willing to give John
Mark a second chance. Paul, at the time, thought it
inadvisable. The two ended up sharply contending dividing. Barnabas and Mark headed to Cyprus while
Paul and Silas traveled first to Asia Minor and then into
Europe.
From 1 Corinthians 9:6, it is apparent that Barnabas
followed the same pattern as Paul in not making use of
his right as a minister of the Gospel to receive pay. He
was clearly known to the Church there, and he is also
mentioned in Galatians 2:13. He is not mentioned
again in the pages of the New Testament. A document
survives from the Early Church known as the The Epistle of Barnabas, but scholarly consensus is that it is not
authentic. Tradition suggests that Barnabas died a
martyr’s death in Cyprus, continuing to preach the
Good News to his native land, being stoned to death
after first being tortured.

Almighty God, Your faithful servant Barnabas sought
not his own renown but gave generously of his life and
substance for the encouragement of the apostles and
their ministry. Grant that we may follow his example in
lives given to charity and the proclamation of the Gospel; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
READINGS:
Isaiah 42:5-12; Acts 11:19-30; Mark 6:7-13

Source: Celebrating the Saints, by William Weedon.
Published by Concordia Publishing House
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Louise F. Nichols
Louise F. Nichols passed
away peacefully on
Wednesday, May 6, 2020
at her home in Hurlock,
MD. She was 88.
She was born on January
3, 1932, the daughter of
the late Conrad and Caroline K. Fuchs of Preston,
MD.
She graduated from Preston High School with the class
of 1948 and went on to attend the Bard-Avon Business
School in Baltimore, MD. She was employed by a number of businesses in the local area, working in business, banking, insurance and law. She was a lifelong
member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Preston,
MD, where she was a member of the Senior Choir and
Ladies Aid. She was a grateful 35 year cancer survivor
who enjoyed caring for her flowers and landscape, and
growing fruits and vegetables in her garden.
She was preceded in death by her husband R. Alan
Nichols and her siblings, James H. Fuchs, Edward C.
Fuchs, and Caroline F. Oliphant.
She is survived by her daughters, Lynn Isenberg Short
(Robert) of Millsboro, DE, and Janice A. Isenberg of
Preston, MD; a grandson, Frederick Short of Arlington,
VA; and several nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will be private.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to Immanuel Lutheran Church, PO Box 39, Preston, MD 21655.
Services were entrusted to the Framptom Funeral
Home.
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Martha H. Watson
Martha H. Watson of
Denton, MD, passed away
on Sunday, May 10, 2020. It
was fitting that the Lord
called her home on Mother’s
Day as she was regarded as a
loving mother to so many.
She was 82 years old.
Born in Franklin, VA, on September 7, 1937, Mrs. Watson was the daughter of the
late Herman Edward Harcum and Thelma Mae Rackley
Harcum. Her loving husband, StevEd R. Watson preceded her in death on January 20, 1999. She and her family
moved to Denton in 1972 from Burkeville, VA. Mrs.
Watson graduated from Wor-Wic Community College’s
Nursing Program She was a Nursing Supervisor for the
State of Maryland and worked until the age of 70 taking
care of the patients she dearly loved at the Eastern
Shore Hospital Center in Cambridge, Maryland. A great
wife, mother, grandmother, and great grandmother she
was a joy to be around with her sweet sassy sense of
humor.
Mrs. Watson is survived by one son, StevEd R. Watson,
II of Magnolia, DE; two daughters: Suzanne Watson of
Denton and Stephanie Watson (Greg Alan Kenney, Sr.)
of Accokeek, MD; and two grandchildren: Greg Alan
Kenney, Jr. and Jesse Neal Forbes and one great grandchild, Aleksander James Forbes..
Because of the Covid-19 restrictions, the graveside service in Denton Cemetery was private. Instead of flowers, Mrs. Watson would want everyone to take themselves out to dinner and don’t forget dessert. To offer
online condolences and tributes, please visit moorefuneralhomepa.com.
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Greetings from
Board of Education
+VBS News+
You may be wondering what’s happening with Vacation Bible School here at Immanuel ... well, we
are not 100% sure yet. This is what we know:

















We will have to postpone our usual date of June 2225. We are setting a tentative new date for July
13-15.
Our plan is to have VBS at our church.
We will prepare and sanitize the rooms and areas
for VBS.
Unfortunately, we will not be serving dinner this
year or have the closing picnic.
Children will be in small groups (5-8 per group).
Groups will be of mixed ages if necessary to keep
size down.
In order to prepare classes and schedules it is more
important than ever to Pre-Register. You can
used the registration sheet in this newsletter or go
online vbsmate.com/ilcprestonmd
We will have temperature check each night if necessary.
All staff will be trained in social distancing.
Stations will be separated and some will be outside.
This year’s team identifiers can be used as a face
mask. They are a neck sleeve that can be pulled up
to cover mouth and nose if necessary.
We will serve prepackaged snacks and juice boxes.
Once registered you will receive a packet in the
mail to prepare your “explorers” for the Rainforest
adventure.
We know these are difficult times and now more
than ever we all need to remember that Jesus is our
guide in life and He is always with us!
Thank you for your patience, we hope to see you at
VBS this year!
Rene Langwost & Karen Lyons (Directors)

Here are some things we need so far:
Prepackaged Cookies
Juice boxes or pouches
Small bottles of water
Artificial trees, plants and flowers (Rainforest)

Starting Sunday, June 14th, Kids Worship is
starting back up. Pre-K through 5th grade can
participate. Youth group members can volunteer to help J. Kids are welcome to come
downstairs after the Readings or Children’s
Sermon and join us in the fellowship hall. We
use the Church Connections curriculum that
follows the church year and readings for each
Sunday. We will provide the fun, snack and
drink.

Please pre-register!! Registration at
the door will be on a first come basis
and right now we are figuring a max
of 40 kids. So secure your spot now
and register at vbsmate.com/
ilcprestonmd
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10:30am Worship

28

10:30am Divine Service
with Holy Communion

21

10:30am Worship
Confirmation
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10:30am Divine Service
with Holy Communion
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Sun
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7:00pm Church Council
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6:30pm Elder’s Meeting

Tue

Mon

24

17

19

3

Wed

25

18

7:00pm WinGS

11

4

Thu
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Those Serving Immanuel JUNE 2020
Date

Usher

Lay Reader

Greeter

Assisting Elder

Kids Worship

Acolytes

Head Tellers
Janice Isenberg

Carol Frase

Mark Frase

June 7

Mark Frase

Dale Kenton

Glen
Plutschak

Mark Frase

June 14

Dale Kenton

Hayden
Plutschak

Catie CaseyMotley

Shelly Kapitan
John Crampton

Karen Lyons
Janice Isenberg

Dee Lambert

Richard
Wheatley

Mark Frase

June 21

Dale Kenton

Mark Frase

June 28

Glen Plutschak

Chrissy Frase

Veronica

Glen Plutschak

Phillips

Mary Lou
Plutschak

Kalei Durando

David Schmidt

Dale Kenton

Kathy Schmidt

David & Kathy Schmidt

6/2

Craig & Rene Langwost

6/5

Michael & Samantha Fisher

6/6

Robbie Karge

6/1

John Lyons

6/14

Victor & Vera Rieck

6/8

Jeffrey Frase, Jr.

6/3

Gina McConnell

6/15

Jessica & Brent Marine

6/12

Alaina Plugge

6/4

Robert Beebe III

6/17

Richard & Irene Wheatley

6/12

Samuel Wittemen

6/4

Corliss Wright

6/17

Todd Butler & Darlena Roesti-Butler

6/14

Richard Engle

6/5

Carrie Swieczkowski

6/18

Tom & Phyllis Wilson

6/15

Michael Greenage

6/6

Lauren Gounraj

6/22

Joshua Ayers & Lindy Gulick-Ayers

6/16

Gary Hubbard

6/8

Katie Northam

6/22

Carl & Phyllis Frase

6/16

Charles Frase

6/9

Kayla Dilworth

6/23

Kristy & Melvin Marshall

6/17

Linda Frase

6/9

Thomas Greenage

6/25

Chuck & Sherry Braband

6/22

Mary Lou Plutschak

6/9

Charlene Robbins

6/27

Mark & Jessica Harding

6/23

Amy Ruark

6/11

Julie Frase

6/28

Jason & Jessica Wittemen

6/26

Catherine McAllen

6/13

Garvin Gounraj

6/28

Barbara & Ron Andrew

6/27

Holly Beebe

6/14

Jonathan Frase

6/29

Dawn & Paul Gencel

6/29

Joseph Headley, Sr.

6/14

Georganne Dutton

6/30

Wade & Nikki Morris

6/30
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