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PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Please rise. 

GATHERING SONG 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

  



  

3 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 

from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your 

salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

P People of hope, God desires people who hear and respond with thanksgiving 

to the promise of salvation. 

C Make us those hopeful people! 

P God longs for people who will not wallow in the world’s sorrows, but seek 

out hope for the hopeless! 
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C Make us those hopeful people! 

P God yearns for people who struggle past daily discouragements to inspire 

hope in the friends of God. 

C Make us those hopeful people! 

P Let us pray together… 

C God of hope, we praise you for giving us the hope of eternal life with you.  

Bring light to our path as we await the king who is coming. Amen. 

(Light the candle of hope) 
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FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5 

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal 

reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us 

walk in the light of that Lord now!” 

R 1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to 

come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many 

peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 

house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 

paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 

shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of 

Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

R The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 122 

R 1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

C 2 Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

R 3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 

C 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of Israel, to praise 

the name of the LORD. 

R 5 For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 

C 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 

R 7 Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 

C 8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity. 

R 9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good.” 
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SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming 

in the future. 

R 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night 

is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light; 13 let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 

in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

R The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Please rise. 

GOSPEL VERSE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44 

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our 

normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because 

the Son of Man will come unannounced. 

P Jesus said to the disciples, 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 

of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be 

the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and 

they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one 

will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will 

be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 

broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

SERMON Pastor Bryan Lagerstam 

Please rise. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
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THE CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the  power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

R God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the 

urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of 

all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

R God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of 

sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, 

and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, 
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C hear our prayer. 

R God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the 

neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting 

peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

R God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations 

in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and 

ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. 

Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are 

sick or needing your care, especially Lisa, Mark, Mary, Tim, Bill, Tom, Galen, Jarod, 

Ardith, and all those we name upon our lips or in our hearts. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful 

who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints 

with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. (Greet one another with God’s peace.) 

Please rise. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty, . . .we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  



  

12 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION & HYMNS 
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Please rise. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 

heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 

send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to 

love and serve in Christ’s name. 

C Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 

Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a 

faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SENDING SONG

 

Please be seated. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IF YOU ARE VISITING TODAY: Thank you for joining us at Burke for worship 
and fellowship! Please sign a card in the pew and/or the visitor book in the narthex.  

 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

We teach that Jesus is truly present in the bread and the wine. All are invited to the 
table to share God’s grace. Grape  juice is available in the center of the tray for 

those who desire it, as well as gluten-free wafers.  
  

Please fill out a communion card  
and place it in the offering plate if  

you are communing today. 

  

 

OUR STAFF 
Pastor Administrative Secretary 
Bryan Lagerstam Laura Steig 
309-236-7334 608-244-8486 
Bryan.lagerstam@gmail.com burkelutheran@att.net 

 

Maintenance Engineer 
Colin Hamrick 

  

PRAYERS & CARES  
 

A Nursery (Youth Room) for children under six is located down the hallway near 
the church offices. Activity bags are available in the Narthex for children at 
worship.  

Our Prayer List: Contact the church office with prayer concerns. Unless 
otherwise advised, names remain on our list for four weeks. 

Lisa Thompson Mark Gehrke Mary Brantmeyer 

Tim Lothe Bill Schmidt Galen Peterson 

Jarod Lyle Ardith Hanson 
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Congregational Opportunities  
 

QUILTING:  Every Wednesday at 9:00am. 

Band Practice:  Monday before Praise Sunday at 10:30am. 

OWLs: Wednesdays at 1:30pm. 

JAM at NGMLC: Every Wednesday at 6:30pm. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Bulletin Announcements:  Bulletin deadline is noon on Tuesdays. Send them to 

burkelutheran@att.net or drop them off at the office. 

Hospitalized?:  Please let the hospital staff know you are a member of Burke 

Lutheran Church so we are notified. 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER, WINTER PARKING 

The winter season is here, and with it, lots of ice and snow. Snow is usually easily 

identified but unfortunately ice often goes unseen until it is too late. Please save our 

handicap spaces for those most in need, and to let us know immediately if you find ice 

anywhere where people may be walking. To find out if church services are cancelled due 

to inclement weather, you can check our Facebook page, our website, or call the church 

office at 244-8486. Thank you, and God’s peace be upon all that you do.  

           
 

Your Ideas are Needed! 

Burke is again eligible to apply for a special grant through the Madison Community 

Foundation. We are in need of volunteers to help us brainstorm ideas. The grant can 

support new programs or expand on an existing program that has been successful. It 

cannot be used for annual operating costs or capital projects. Grant is for approximately 

$10,000. If you are interested please contact Angie Lenzendorf, Mary TeWinkel or the 

church office. Plans are to meet after church services on Sunday, January 11th. So put on 

your thinking caps and come share your thoughts and ideas. Together we can come up 

with a great plan. 

Christmas trees will be put up on Monday, December 

1st at 10:00am. Decorating of the tree in the Sanctuary 

will be on Saturday, December 6th, at 10:00am. 
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CALL TO ACTION  
 

December Food Pantry Focus: Dember focus is: “Protein,” such as canned tuna, 

chicken, beans, peas, nut butters, rice, etc. Cans with pop tops are especially welcomed. 

Please place your non-perishable goods in the ‘Donations’ basket in the entryway and it 

will be delivered to the pantry. 
  

Birthday Bags for River Food Pantry. 

List of contents and bags are located in the entryway. 
 

 

Norway Grove Memorial Lutheran Church will be hosting a 

combined Advent/Christmas Concert “Let Us Enter In”  

on December 7, 2025, at 2:00pm. Musicians include singers 

from Oconomowoc, DeForest and Madison. “Let Us Enter In” 

is a stand-alone event and lasts about 1.5-2 hours.  

More information will be coming in the near future if you would 

like to participate in this joyful event. 

 

 

Members of Burke Lutheran are invited to participate in the Combined choir that will perform 

at Spring Prairie on December 13th. Subsequent to this mini concert we will break and then 

sing Christmas carols with the audience. It is Spring Prairie’s hope that they can arrange a 

couple of extended rehearsals in October and November in preparation for the December date. 

Keep an eye out for those dates which they hope to have very soon. There is a good deal of 

enthusiasm at Spring Prairie, they have 9 people already who are interested although they 

could certainly use some more male voices. Pastor Rick is writing a narrative for between the 

songs, and it would be wonderful to hear voices from each of the churches reading those. There 

are no solos in the music, and the focus will be primarily on the choir. 

If you would like to participate, please see Laura for copies of the music so you can see which 

songs will be sung and to practice. 

Please keep an eye out for more information to follow. 
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THIS WEEK AT BURKE 

  

 

Wednesday, December 3 Quilting, 9:00am OWLs, 1:30pm 

JAM, 6:30pm 

Sunday, December 7 Worship, 9:00am   

 

 

 WORSHIP LEADERS 
  

 

  
November 30 

9:00am Service 

December 7 

9:00am Service 

Organist/Pianist  Gloria Lundquist  Susie Kittel Moore 

Music Leaders  Dave Wisner  Dave Wisner 

Communion Assistant  Sharon Hughes  Julie Clark 

Communion Prep  Gloria Lundquist  Jean Schnick 

Lay Reader  Sharon Hughes  Tim Wachs 

Usher Team    Bob Lenzendorf 

 David Hanson 

Coffee Hour  Potluck  Donuts 

Counters  Gloria Lundquist 

 Sharon Hughes 

 Deb Brown 

 Rose Haney 

 

 

 ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Sunday 9:00am Total  51 
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