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Check out the latest awarded plants from out Carolinas Judging
Center. Page 129 of the March edition of Orchids has five photos
of plants awarded just this past month. Growers include James
and Anthony Curtis, Linda Wilhelm from Woodland Orchids, Dorcas
Brogdom from the Triad Orchid Society and Marriott Orchids.

Next Meeting: APRIL 11th 2017

Upcoming AOS Webinars;
April 5, 2017 – Virus Testing Your Orchids
with Janet Lamborn of Agdia, Inc.
(manufacturer of virus testing strips)
April 18, 2017 – Q & A with Ron
McHatton.
Log in information at
www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspX.
You must reserve your spot for the
webinar and register ahead of time

We are pleased to announce the
unveiling of the new website for the
Sandhills Orchid Society. We are
currently over 2500 hits. Please go to
www.sandhillsorchidsociety.com and
check us out!. We are posting the
monthly newsletters; there will be
links to our Facebook page, a listing of
Orchid suppliers, as well as photos of
our monthly show table winners. We
will also archive past newsletters so
you can .access information from
previous speakers.

Window Sill Growers

March

ORCHID Board

1st Mei Ling – Den Red Emperor
2nd David Dudley – Den Oriental Smile
3rd Susan Makar – Max Sanguinea
1st
Place

March

2nd
Place

3rd
Place

Greenhouse Growers
1st Keith Clayton – Den anosmum
2nd Joy Lemieux - Leptodes Bicolor

3rd Joy Lemieux – Vandachostylis Roll
on Red “Firecracker”
1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place
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Stan Hutto’s Orchid Biography
Stan Hutto has been growing orchids for over 30 years. His first orchid experience was
with a Phalaenopsis purchased from a Columbia, South Carolina nursery. Later that
year, he met Dave and Neil Heriott, members of the South Carolina Orchid Society, since
that day he has been an orchid fanatic growing a wide variety of orchids from Vandas to
Cattleyas to Pleurothallis . Two years ago he closed down his greenhouse and installed a
climate controlled indoor growing space. He now concentrates on high elevation cool
growing species and hybrids, primarily Masdevallias, Lepanthes, Draculas and New
Guinea Dendrobiums. He is a member of the South Carolina Orchid Society and a
certified judge with the American Orchid Society in the Carolinas Judging Center. He
recently retired as a biologist for the South Carolina State Park Service.

Speaker List 2017:

 Refreshments for the April
meeting are being supplied by:
 Ruby Jones
 Polly Strickland
 Betty Beach
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Speakers Notes – Steve Arthur
This photo is of a first bloom seedling that I acquired in a two inch
pot. I have waited three years for it to bloom. As it opened last week,
the first thing I noticed was that there were multiple the color breaks
on the petals. I knew immediately that the plant was virused. Within
the hour, it was in the trash, pot and all. So, I lost my investment plus
the hidden costs of growing the seedling for three years – the clay pot,
heating and cooling the greenhouse, my astronomical water bill,
fertilizer etc. etc. You get the picture. Now I’m wondering how many
other plants in my growing area have become infected due to
proximity to this plant. I didn’t not know about the virus, and while I
observe standard sanitary measures when I repot or otherwise care for
my plant, I have to admit that on occasion I’ve probably picked up my
scissors and snipped off a spent bloom, or removed a yellowed leaf
without first flaming my tools.

How many other plants have I infected through such careless, unthinking actions??
According to Steve orchids in the wild are virus free. The viruses that currently plague so many
of our agricultural crops originated in Ireland during the years of the Great Potato Famine.
Immigrants to the New World undoubtedly brought the viruses with them. Today, viruses are so
widespread that forty to sixty percent of the Phalaenopsis sold, especially in the big box and
grocery stores, are infected. The problem is that these plants are almost exclusively mericlones,
which are seldom tested, and which pass viruses on through the mericloning process. I won’t
repeat the numbers Steve quoted of the numbers of plants are sold annually that are infected,
but the numbers are staggering!
So just what is a virus? I Goggled the question and this is the definition I came up with:
“an infective agent that typically consists of a nucleic acid molecule in a protein coat, is too small
to be seen by light microscopy, and is able to multiply only within the living cells of a host.”
Steve indicated that the only way to kill a virus is to kill the protein coating around it. And, the
only way to kill the protein is with heat – 1200 degrees of heat. So, there is no cure for an
infected plant as heat this extreme will kill the plant. Steve reported on several avenues of
research currently under way to find “cures” but all of these are currently far from market ready.
So, the trash seems to be the only solution for now.
Prevention is obviously critical. Steve stressed that humans are the primary vector for
transmitting viruses. We transmit them through infected sap and organic material on our
hands, on our scissors and other cutting tools, even through our clothing. There are standard
protocols for repotting and tending plants. Save your old newspapers and spread them out over
your working surface. As you work on each plant, place the debris and old media on the
newspaper. After each plant, wrap up that sheet of newspaper and dispose of it in the trash.
Don’t put your waste material in your compost as the virus can survive in composting material
and transfer to other plants when you reuse the composed material.
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Speakers Notes – Steve Arthur
Wear disposable gloves when working on plants. Throw
them away and use a fresh set with each plant. Gloves are
available in multiple sizes at your local drug store. They are
even cheaper if ordered via the internet!
Flame your tools with each new plant. Steve did point out
that it is not necessary to heat your tools until they are red hot.
It is sufficient to simply pass the tool through the flame as that
is sufficient to kill the protein coating on the virus. Besides,
overheating will destroy your knives and scissors. Steve
demonstrated his propane torch which turns on and off with the
press of a button. These are available at any hardware store. It
also easy to replace the canisters when they are empty – even I
can do it! You can also use disposable razors when cutting
plants. Use a fresh one with each plant! These too are
available at your local hardware and come in boxes of 100. Be
sure to store them in a dry location as they will rust if simply
left on the shelf in the green house.

Steve Arthur and Joy Lemieux discussing SOS Member Orchids

Steve Arthur and Joy Lemieux discussing SOS Member Orchids

If you reuse pots, wash then thoroughly and remove any old media and caked on root material.
Then soak in a 20 percent chlorine solution. Or, “cook” them in your backyard barbeque. The
barbeque is hot enough to sterilize or kill any potential virus. If you dislike washing pots, plastics
are certainly preferable as they are inexpensive so you can throw them away and not feel guilty.
Steve described several brands of testing strips that are currently on the market. I personally
seldom use them because I believe they are overpriced. Also, they only test for one or two specific
viruses. There are multiple viruses that infect our plants and I’m always suspicious that I’m getting
a false negative. If you have a plant you suspect is infected, and you really don’t want to throw the
plant out, use a professional lab that is capable of performing the serology. Find a lab, and costs,
on the web. It’s as simple as cutting off a piece of foliage, placing it in a plastic baggie, and
sending it off in the mail!
Steve described a number of plant diseases that mimic viruses in that the symptoms may appear
similar. The only sure-fire way to know if you have a virused plant is to send the sample to a lab
and have them perform the serology. You can however, prevent many of the other conditions Steve
described - avoid excessive heat or cold; avoid water standing on foliage overnight; control insects
that feed off plants and always use clean pots free of used media or plant material. However, the
best way to control viruses as well as other plant diseases, is to BE AWARE. Invest in the AOS
handbook Orchid Pests and Diseases. The book is only $13 and is packed full of practical advice
and has lots of photos. Refer to it often! Also, the March issue of Orchids contains Part 111 of Sue
Bottom’s series on Orchid Disease Control. This has been an outstanding series with lots of
information including brand names and instructions for use.
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The Orchid Book Review Corner
Reviewed by Van Ewert

This issue a review of: Botanica’s “ORCHIDS”; Thunder Bay Press
[Over 1200 species listed]; 608 pages.
Copyrighted in 2002 [Random House, Australia]
ISBN-13: 978-1-57145-721-9
ISBN-10: 1-57145-721-6
Bletill

This encyclopedic volume [nearly 1 ½” thick and hefty] is definitely one of the orchid
texts necessary in your orchid book library. Since many of the persons involved in the
making of this book are in Australia; the book initiates by explaining world locations of
growing orchids – most continents including the Arctic tundra, however not found in
Antarctica. These plants grow in Arctic tundra, dry savannas, and the tropical forests.
They state that New Guinea may be the richest assortment of orchid species on the
planet; with new species being discovered to this day. The orchids grow on jungle trees,
lithophilic [rocky outcroppings], and one Australia species grows entirely underground,
with only the flower peeking above ground. As far back as 800 B.C., the Chinese
mentioned Orchids, and in 500 B.C. the Bletilla striata [Chinese ground orchid] was
written in early Chinese papers. See photo above.
The book continues with basic descriptions of the general orchid flower [tubers,
rhizomes, and roots] plant structure; basic growing conditions for the average orchid
plant. Potting mixes are briefly discussed, fertilizing, watering, humidity; pests &
diseases; and propagation by divisions. CITIES [International Regulations to save rare
plants] is mentioned. Maps of general orchid locations are shown. The book continues
with alphabetical groupings [A –B], [C], [D], etc. All sections of this information have a
group of high quality color photographs showing the flowers of each group, ending
with [Z]. These sections are completed with an alphabetical Glossary; and an Index for
Synonyms and Common Names. Due to the early printing of this book, there are few [if
any] references to the ‘modern’ re-grouping of Orchids today by the taxonomists. This
can be a blessing to those of us older orchid growers!
I highly recommend this book for all Orchid libraries – beginner and advanced
growers. Check on eBay under ‘Orchid books’ – you will find many copies available at
very low prices and generally good condition.

Sandhills Orchid Society Annual Growers’
Day (25 March 2017)

SOS Members and Guests were greeted at the
door by Susan Makar (Treasurer)

Newsletters information sheets, raffle tickets
were made available at the front desk

Steve Frowine presenting his two hour
presentation on orchid culture.

Keith Clayton presenting his one hour
presentation on mounting orchids.

Edie Liepins, Ray and Ursula Cables taking
some notes.

Melissa Butler, Karen Ewert and Kurt Snyder
taking in a presentation.
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SOS On the Move

Paphiopedilum

Paphiopedilum

Epidendrum

Phaius

Phalaenopsis

Biltmore Estate 18-20 March 2017

Epidendrum

Phalaenopsis
"Glass Conservatory" est. 1895...
Now that's a Greenhouse.....

Officers of the Sandhills Orchid Society
President
Curtis Richie
Vice President & Newsletter Editor
Joy Lemieux
Treasurer
Susan Makar
Secretary
Richard Webb
Past President & AOS Rep
Van Ewert
Member at Large Ursula Cables
Member at Large Jean Curtin
Member at Large Edie Liepins
Member at Large Jane Squires
Member at Large Ray Makar
Member at Large CeSea Lawson
Sandhills Orchid Society email address:

910 949 7233 crichie121@embarqmail.com
919 499 1947 joylemieux@windstream.net
910 867 0217 samakar1516@yahoo.com
910 308 0223 rwebb@nc.rr.com
(2015)
910 568 5915
910 425 7181
910 485 3072
910 484 9345
910 433 2885
910 867 0217
910 487-1733

wvewert@yahoo.com
UCables@msn.com
ljcurtin@hotmail.com
eliepins@nc.rr.com
jsquires4@nc.rr.com
asotmgr1@hotmail.com
midewiwin@live.com

(2016)
(2017)

(2018)
(2017)

orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com
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Sandhills Orchid Society
Membership Form for 2017
Sandhills Orchid Society Membership Application (please return this with membership dues
payment)
The Sandhills Orchid Society is non-profit organization for the promotion and conservation of
orchids. The society meets in the assembly hall at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 1601 Raeford Road,
Fayetteville, NC. (There is no affiliation between the society and the church).
The society meets the Tuesday following the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm. The
assembly hall usually opens at 6:30 for an informal half hour of socializing, light snacks and viewing of
the display plants. The formal portion of the meeting consists of society business followed by a guest
speaker, many of them from out of state or even from other countries. These qualified speakers frequently
bring plants for sale, providing us the opportunity to add unique, new orchids to our collections!
Yearly dues are $20 for an individual and $25 for a family.
We believe we have a good society, and we need you to help us make it better. Please join us!
Please bring your application and payment to any society meeting or mail it to our treasurer once
you have filled it out and send to… Susan Makar [Treasurer], 5717 Weatherford Rd., Fayetteville, NC
28303
Please come visit us on the web: www.sandhillsorchidsociety.com

For further information, contact Curtis Richie, SOS President
email crichie121@embarqmail.com or email orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com
***************************************************************

Name:
Spouse:
Address:
Phone (Day)
Email Address:

City: ___
(Evening)

State: ___ Zip: _____

How many orchids do you currently grow?
Do you grow in the following? (Circle)
Windowsill

Under "lights"

In a greenhouse

