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“Revealed to Babes”

June 26, based on Luke 10:21–24
“You have hidden these things from the wise and revealed them to babes.”

We all have observed that children can make remarkable and surprising observations. That’s not really what Jesus is saying here. He is talking about adults, but those of low status, or no wealth, or little education: “babies,” metaphorically speaking. He is saying that God reveals his truth to whomever he will, regardless of their status or prestige in society.
The people who become channels of spiritual truth or of revelation are often very ordinary and unpretentious people. The majority of the apostles are ordinary fisherman. For the most part, it wasn’t wise and well-educated Pharisees who could see the truth about Jesus, but ordinary folks, artisans, tax collectors, laborers, widows, including people who were looked down upon by their fellows. This happens over and over again in the gospel story. 

At the house of Simon, a rich Pharisee, a woman who is deemed a sinner comes up and anoints Jesus feet with oil and her tears, and dries them with her hair. Jesus reads the host’s contempt on his face, and he tells a parable in defense of her. A creditor forgives the debts of two debtors, one with a small debt, one with a large debt. He asks Simon, “‘Now which of them will love him more?’ Simon answers, ‘I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.’” Jesus says “you have judged rightly” (Luke 7:36–43). He says the woman is like the one with the larger debt, and so she has the greater love, the greater gratitude, and has shown Jesus more greater respect. He turns to her and says “your sins are forgiven” and “your faith has saved you” (7:44–50).

You see, this woman had faith, had insight, had truth revealed to her in her heart. It was to this woman, silenced and disrespected by society, that God gave great insight and spirit. She is inarticulate, like a baby, but her actions speak louder than words.

The recipients of revelation can also be quirky or despised people, such as the youngest son in a patriarchal culture, or a barren woman in an offspring-infatuated culture, or a cripple in any culture, but Jesus was very impressed by the a paralytic who got his friends to lower him down through a roof in order to see Jesus better. Jesus recognizes the spiritual openness of these people, and he responds. 

How about our own child-like side? When we pray honestly and simply, when we trust and love God with a child-like honesty, we are open to great revelations.

Jesus still responds today to anyone of honest and child-like faith. When we see Jesus responding in a certain way in the gospels, we can be assured that he still responds that way today. He still honors the little people who have faith. He still rebukes the proud and arrogant. He still lifts up those who have faith, even if they are socially like babies, not respected by the world.

So we could say there is something very counter-cultural about the Spirit. Or, more accurately, we should say there is something counter-spiritual about our status-oriented, competitive societies. 

The culture of the Spirit is actually what is normal, but we see only a dim reflection of it in the cultures and the attitudes in our societies. The love of status is found in all cultures, but God is no respecter of persons. That really means God is no respecter of personal pride, of status, reputation, position. God does respect our personhood, but not our power in the “hood.”

Rather, God responds to “the pure in heart, for they will see God” (Matt 5:8), as Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount. There really is purity of heart, unlike the teachings of some hyper-serious and pious Christians who say that everything human is filthy and sinful. Jesus does not say this. He says there are the pure in heart, and they will see God; he says the kingdom of heaven belongs to the poor in spirit (Matt 5:3). Jesus simply does not share that notion that people cannot be good. He shows that there are good people, when he says: “The good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good” (Luke 6:45).

He says it is possible for us to do the will of God; “whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister” (Matt 12:50). He says it is possible to love “God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,” and when a scribe affirms this remark, Jesus says “you are not far from the kingdom of God” (Mark 12:30, 34). 

This is good news! That the truth can be revealed even to babes. What is the key? How do we spiritual babes find God? He answers, “search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you” (Matt 7:7). 

What door do you want to open? What answers do you seek? Are you fully invested in the quest for truth, like the woman was invested in honoring Jesus? Are you willing to hang in there and be persistent in your quest? For these answers are not given to half-hearted or impatient efforts. You need to persist and to allow God to do the inward work on you, that enables you to receive what God has to give.


