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The History of the Rode Hard Riders 

Benefit Events 

 

 

 

In 2010 the committee for the “Tailgate Cook-Off” to benefit St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Loreauville 

approached Ed Oubre and asked if he would assist Jerry Fruge, a member of the committee, in putting on a Poker 

Run for the Cook-Off. Jerry also recruited James Landry to help out. The trio, with the help of the Bayou Country 

Riders started an adventure that would soon lead to the start of the Rode Hard Rider Club.  

Since none of the three had ever even attended a Poker Run they, accompanied by Debbie Oubre, began 

attending every Poker Run they could to learn about putting on a run and advertising of “The Joker’s Wild Poker 

Run”, the name they decided to call their event. The very first Joker’s Wild was held on October 16, 2010 at the 

park in Loreauville and the proceeds from the Poker Run went to Special Olympics of Iberia Parish. 

The stops for the Poker Run were, 1) Red’s Levee Bar in Catahoula, 2) McGee’s Landing in Henderson, 3) The 

Teche Lounge in Parks, and 4) Robert’s Lounge in St Martinville. 

The event was a big success and Jerry, James and Ed accepted a request to put on the Joker’s Wild again for the 

2011 Tailgate Cook-Off. Since they had so much fun planning and promoting the event the three decided to form 

a club to organize their efforts. On October 27, 2010, Jerry, his wife Marian, James, Debbie and Ed held the first 

ever club meeting at Bailey’s Sports Bar in Loreauville and decided to name the club “The Rode Hard Riders”.  The 

other two decisions made at the meeting were to open a checking account at First National Bank of Jeanerette 

and to hold monthly meetings on the first Wednesday. 

2011 

The club continued to meet at Bailey’s until April of 2011 when they decided to hold their meeting for that month 

at St John’s Restaurant in St Martinville. The May 4, 2011 meeting was held at Morvant’s Restaurant in Youngsville 

and the June 1, 2011 meeting was held at Joey’s Sports Bar in Broussard, where it remained until February 7, 

2019. The group had outgrown the meeting room at Joey’s and moved its meetings to Young’s Sports Bar in 

Broussard. 

At the July 6, 2011 meeting the RHR Club accepted a request from the Lydia Cancer Association to manage their 

Poker Run for the “Lydia Food Fest” to be held on September 8th.  

The stops for the Lydia Food Fest Poker Run were 1) Café de Museum, in Erath 2) Beehive, in Abbeville 3) 

Dewey’s, in Youngsville 4) Bailey’ Sports Bar, in Loreauville. 

The Joker’s Wild for 2011 was held on October 15th. The stops for the 2011 Joker’s Wild were changed to 1) Red’s 

Levee Bar in Catahoula, 2) Dodge’s Fire House in Arnaudville, 3) Lil’s on the Teche, Breaux Bridge 4) Robert’s 

Lounge, St Martinville.  
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2012 

At the December 7, 2011 meeting the RHR Club accepted a request from the Park’s Cracklin Cook-Off Association 

to sponsor a Poker Run on April 14, 2012 in conjunction with the Park’s Cracklin Cook-Off and the proceeds from 

the run would go to the “Caps for Kids” organization. The name “Kajun Iron Horse Poker Run” was suggested and 

in a short 14 months we went from having one event to three events a year.  

The first RHR benefit for 2012, the Kajun Iron Horse was held on April 14th and the stops were 1) Pop-A-Top in 

Broussard, 2) Wa-Wees in Milton, 3) Dodge’s Ice House in Carencro, 4) Bike Barn Saloon in Sunset. Forty-three 

bikes participated that year. 

On September 8, 2012 the RHR managed the Lydia Cancer Association Poker Run for the second year and the 

stops were 1) Café de Museum in Erath, 2) Beehive in Abbeville, 3) Dewey’s in Youngsville, 4) Bailey’s Sports Bar in 

Loreauville.  

The third and last RHR event for 2012 was the Joker’s Wild Poker Run held on October 20th at the Loreauville Park 

to once again benefit Iberia Parish Special Olympics and the stops were the same as 2011 but in reverse direction: 

1) Robert’s Lounge in St Martinville, 2) Lil’s on the Teche in Breaux Bridge, 3) Dodge’s Fire House in Arnaudville, 4) 

Red’s Levee Bar in Catahoula.  

2013 

Several changes were made in 2013, the Kajun Iron Horse was held on April 6th, again at the park in Parks, in 

conjunction with the Parks Cracklin’ Cook-Off, the beneficiary was Caps for Kids, the same as the previous year. 

The stops were changed from the year before to: 1) Dodge’s Fire House in Arnaudville, 2) Bike Barn Saloon in 

Sunset, 3) T-Boys in Breaux Bridge, 4) Red’s Levee Bar in Catahoula.  

The RHR wanted to continue putting on an event to benefit Iberia Parish Special Olympics and decided to hold an 

independent event (not in conjunction with some other organization or event). We choose Red’s Levee Bar, our 

most popular stop, as the location for this new endeavor. The name “Levee Rats Biker Bash” is what we decided 

to call the event. We used the words “Biker Bash” in hopes to grow the event into more than just a Poker Run. 

On June 22nd the RHR successfully pulled off the first ever Levee Rats Biker Bash. The only activity was a poker run 

with, for the first time only three stops, these being 1) Bailey’s Sports Bar in Loreauville, 2) Robert’s Lounge in St 

Martinville, 3) Lil’s on the Teche in Breaux Bridge. 

The Joker’s Wild Poker Run became the poker run we managed for the Lydia Cancer Association event in 

conjunction with the Lydia Food Fest. The proceeds for the poker run went to the Lydia Cancer Association. 

Seventy-two bikes, eighteen jeeps and a total of one hundred fifty people took part that year. 

Since having three stops worked so well for the LRBB, we decided to use three stops instead of the four we had 

been using for the Joker’s Wild also and these stops for 2013 were 1) Candy’s Bar in Baldwin, 2) Cypress Bayou 

Casino in Charenton, 3) Bailey’s Sports Bar in Loreauville. Using the Casino as a stop did not go well at all, so the 

decision was made to never use a Casino as a stop again. 

2014 
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The 2014 Kajun Iron Horse was held on April 26th, again in conjunction with the Parks Cracklin’ Cook-Off, but the 

beneficiary was changed to “Team Fox”, the Michael J. Fox Parkinson’s Research Foundation. All stops for the KIH 

were the same as last years run. Forty-one bikes and a total of sixty people took part that year. 

The Levee Rats Biker Bash 2014 was on June 21st at Red’s Levee Bar and made the fifth year the RHR supported 

the Iberia Parish Special Olympics and the second year to use the same route and stops. An activity, Biker Games, 

was added for Saturday afternoon after the poker run. Participating that year was forty bikes, two jeeps with a 

total of sixty-five people. 

The location and beneficiary for the Joker’s Wild 2014 was the same as the previous year, the date was 

September 13th. This year’s stops were changed to 1) Robert’s Lounge in St Martinville, 2) Red’s Levee Bar in 

Catahoula, 3) Bailey’s Sports Bar in Loreauville. That year’s participation was sixty-four bikes, three jeeps and a 

total of ninety-nine people. 

2015 

On April 11, 2015 the stops, beneficiary, location and affiliations for the Kajun Iron Horse all remain the same as 

the previous year. A bad weather forecast didn’t help us that year and the turn-out was only fourteen bikes, one 

jeep and twenty-two people total, but we where lucky enough to miss the rain. 

The only change to the agenda for this years Levee Rats Biker Bash 2015 was the addition of a “Kick-Off Party” on 

the Friday night at Red’s, with a Womanless Beauty Pageant. The proceeds for the Kick-Off Party went to help a 

cancer patient who lived in Catahoula. The dates were June 19th & 20th.  All stops and routes remained the same 

as the previous year. That year’s participation was fifty-two bikes with a total of seventy-five people. 

The 2015 Joker’s Wild was on September 12th and all stops and routes details remain the same as the previous 

year. The totals for 2015 where forty-five bikes, two jeeps and sixty-six people. 

2016 

April 2, 2016 was the date for the fifth annual Kajun Iron Horse. The only change in the agenda was the route and 

stops 1) Silver Slipper in Arnaudville, 2) Bike Barn Saloon in Sunset, 3) T-Boys in Breaux Bridge, 4) Red’s Levee Bar 

in Catahoula. The participation numbers where a little better than 2015 with thirty-two bikes, one jeep and a total 

of fifty-seven people. 

The Levee Rats Biker Bash in 2016 was our fourth year putting on this event. A “Kick-Off Party was held on Friday, 

June the 17th at Red’s Levee Bar and on Saturday the Poker Run was held. For the third year in a row the routes 

and stops where unchanged. Besides Iberia Parish Special Olympics two more parishes where added, Lafayette 

Parish Special Olympics and St Martin Parish Special Olympics. A chance of rain that day probably had something 

to do with the drop in participation. Two jeeps, thirty bikes and a total of 49 people took a chance on the weather 

and once again we managed to complete the entire ride without getting wet. The afternoon biker games where 

canceled due to the ground being too wet from Friday’s rains. 

The Lydia Food Fest for 2016 was cancelled so the RHR held only two benefit events this year. 

2017 

The 2017 Kajun Iron Horse was held on April 22nd. For the second year the weather forecast was not on our side, 

but still twenty-nine bikes and forty-three people took a chance. And again, we missed the rain! The stops and 

routes where the same as 2016. 
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On July 21st & 22nd the RHR held its fifth annual Levee Rats Biker Bash at Red’s Levee Bar. We had a repeat 

performance from the weather that year so the turn-out was down some and the biker games had to be omitted 

from our activities. When leaving Lil’s on the Teche to head back to Red’s Levee Bar it looked like we where about 

to get rained on so most of the riders slipped into their rain gear. But the rain gear turned out to be unnecessary, 

we where able to get ahead for the rain and only a few drops managed to catch up with us. The 2017 count was 

thirty-three bikes, one jeep and fifty-four people total. 

The Joker’s Wild for 2017 was held on September 9th., no chance of rain and seventy bikes, one jeep and one 

hundred five people where part of that years run. The stops where 1) Robert’s Lounge, St. Martinville, 2) Red’s 

Levee Bar, Catahoula, 3) Bailey’s Sports Bar, Loreauville. 

2017 was the first year for the RHR Food Run. On November 18th we delivered Thanksgiving Food to 16 families in 

five Acadiana Parishes. 

2018 

The three benefit events for 2018 where, the Kajun Iron Horse Poker Run, the Levee Rats Biker Bash and the RHR 

Thanksgiving Food Run. 

April 7, 2018 was the date of the seventh annual Kajun Iron Horse. A new route was chosen to include 1) Bayou 

Teche Brewing in Arnaudville 2) Menard’s Last Chance in Sunset, 3) T-Boy’s in Breaux Bridge, 4) Red’s Levee Bar in 

Catahoula. Our luck with the rain chances wasn’t any better than it had been the past two years, and we almost 

pulled it off again dry! The rain didn’t find us until just before Red’s Levee Bar, our last stop before heading back 

to the park. That year twenty bikes, one jeep and thirty-three people still made the best of it! 

The Levee Rats Biker Bash was on July 20th & 21st and it was a year for new routes. The 2018 stops where 1) 

Quinn’s Tavern in Breaux Bridge, 2) Lil’s on the Teche in Breaux Bridge, 3) Bailey’s Sports Bar in Loreauville. Once 

again, we held a “Kick-Off Party” at Red’s on the Friday night, the Poker Run on Saturday morning and the Bik 

Games Saturday afternoon. We had forty-four bikes and one jeep that year the total number of people was sixty-

five. 

The RHR held Its second annual Food Run in November. That year three baskets where delivered on Friday the 9th 

due to route issues. Since we more than doubled the number of families to thirty-four, the event was divided into 

two weekend runs and like last year’s run we split up into two groups, one went North and the other went South. 

The first run was held on Saturday, November 10th when we delivered to seventeen families and the second run 

on Saturday, November 17th we finished up by delivering to fourteen families. 

2019 

The 2019 Kajun Iron Horse was on April 27th. We ran the same routes and stops as 2018. We finally got a good 

weather forecast and the participation number where up to fifty-nine bikes, one jeep and a total of eighty-seven 

people. 

In 2019 the Levee Rats Biker Bash was moved to the month of June and was held on the 14th & 15th and all three 

activities, the Kick-Off Party, Poker Run and Biker Games where held, We had forty-seven bikes, one jeep with 

seventh-four people. The route for the 2019 Poker Run was 1) Grand Pointe Tavern, Breaux Bridge, 2) Teche Bar, 

Parks, 3) Bailey’s Sports Bar, Loreauville. 

Our third annual Food Run was again split into two weekends, the first being November 9th when the South team 

delivered eight baskets and the North team delivered six.  The North team delivered eight on the second 
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Saturday, November 16th and the South team delivered nine. A total of thirty-one families received Thanksgiving 

Food that year. 

 



Jokers Wild Poker Run 

The First Three Years 

 

In 2010, 2011 & 2012 the Jokers Wild Poker Run started 

and ended in the park in Loreauville. 

 

It was held as part of the Tailgate Cook-Off and benefited 

the Iberia Parish Special Olympics. 

 

 

 

 
 

R-01 



10

347

31

31

31

347

3039

Red’s Levee
    Bar

96

96

Section 28 Rd

169

169

3083

679

679

345

345

96
96

Robert’s
  Lounge

Teche
   Lounge

Bacon Rd.

680

86

Lake Dauterive Rd

353

92

314

321

Pr7

352

349

347

Colonel Jeff

de Blanc Pkwy

3177

347

31 328

Doyle M
elancon Rd

Delc
am

bre
 Rd

31

182

96

Breaux
   Bridge

Jokers Wild
        2010

Loreauville Park

McGee’s
  Landing

R-02



 2010 Joker's Wild Poker Run October 16, 2010

Travel 

Time
D/A F/A Location At Time Mileage

Total 

Mileage

Depart From Loreauville Park At 10:00AM

22 minutes Arrive At Red' Levee Bar At 10:22AM 16.5 miles 16.5 miles

Depart From Red' Levee Bar At 11:02AM

9 minutes Arrive At McGee's Landing At 11:11AM 8.6 miles 25.1 miles

Depart From McGee's Landing At 11:51AM

26 minutes Arrive At Teche Lounge At 12:17PM 12.9 miles 38.1 miles

Depart From Teche Lounge At 12:57PM

11 minutes Arrive At Robert's Lounge At 1:08PM 6.8 miles 44.92 miles

Depart From Robert's Lounge At 1:48PM

14 minutes Arrive At Loreauville Park At 2:02PM 10.0 miles 55.0 miles
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 2011 Joker's Wild Poker Run October 15, 2011

Travel 

Time
D/A F/A Location At Time Mileage

Total 

Mileage

Depart From Loreauville Park At 10:00AM

22 minutes Arrive At Red's Levee Bar At 10:22AM 16.3 miles 16.3 miles

Depart From Red's Levee Bar At 10:52AM

34 minutes Arrive At Dodge's Fire House At 11:26AM 24.9 miles 41.2 miles

Depart From Dodge's Fire House At 11:56AM

24 minutes Arrive At Lil's on the Teche At 12:20PM 16.3 miles 57.5 miles

Depart From Lil's on the Teche At 12:50PM

20 minutes Arrive At Robert's Lounge At 1:10PM 13.2 miles 70.7 miles

Depart From Robert's Lounge At 1:40PM

14 minutes Arrive At Loreauville Park At 1:54PM 14.8 miles 85.5 miles
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Joker's Wild Poker Run

2012

October 20, 2012

Travel 

Time
D/A F/A Location At Time Mileage

Total 

Mileage

Depart From Loreauville Park At 10:00AM

14 minutes Arrive At Robert's Lounge At 10:14AM 14.8 miles 14.8 miles

Depart From Robert's Lounge At 10:44AM

 20 minutes Arrive At Lil's on the Teche At 11:04AM 13.2 miles  28.0 miles

Depart From Lil's on the Teche At 11:34AM

24  minutes Arrive At Dodge's Fire House At 11:58AM 16.3 miles  44.3 miles

Depart From Dodge's Fire House At 12:28PM

34 minutes Arrive At Red's Levee Bar At 1:02PM 24.9 miles  69.2 miles

Depart From Red's Levee Bar At 1:32PM

22 minutes Arrive At Loreauville Park At 1:54PM 16.3 miles 85.5 miles
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Lydia Cancer Association 

Poker Run 

 

In 2011 & 2012 the Rode Hard Riders managed the Poker 

Run for the Lydia Cancer Association. For the first two years 

it was called the “Lydia Cancer Association Poker Run”. 
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 2011 - 2012 Lydia Cancer Assoc. Poker Run September 10, 2011

September 08, 2012

Travel 

Time
D/A F/A Location At Time Mileage

Total 

Mileage

Depart From Lydia Park At 9:00AM

29 minutes Arrive At Café de Museum At 9:29AM 19.6 miles 19.6 miles

Depart From Café de Museum At 9:59AM

30 minutes Arrive At Beehive At 10:29AM 15.5 miles 35.1 miles

Depart From Beehive At 10:59AM

32 minutes Arrive At Dewey's At 11:31AM 21.1 miles 56.2 miles

Depart From Dewey's At 12:01PM

38 minutes Arrive At Bailey's At 12:38PM 24.1 miles 80.3 miles

Depart From Bailey's At 1:08PM

25 minutes Arrive At Lydia Park At 1:33PM 11.4 miles 91.7 miles
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Jokers Wild Poker Run 

 
In 2013 since the RHR was no longer sponsoring the run for 

the Tailgate Cook-Off the Poker Run for the Lydia Cancer 

Association was named “Jokers Wild”. 

 

The Rode Hard Riders sponsored this event in  

2013, 2014 & 2015. 

 

The Lydia Food Fest for 1016 was canceled, therefore the 

Jokers Wild also was canceled. 

 

In 2017 the Rode Hard Riders once again sponsored the 

Jokers Wild for the Lydia Food Fest. 
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 2013 Jokers Wild Poker Run September 14, 2013

Travel 

Time
D/A F/A Location At Time Mileage

Total 

Mileage

Depart From Lydia Park At 9:00AM

41 minutes Arrive At Candy's Bar At 9:41AM 30.4 miles 30.4 miles

Depart From Candy's Bar At 10:30AM

29 minutes Arrive At Cypress Bayou Casino At 10:59AM 17.5 miles 47.9 miles

Depart From Cypress Bayou Casino At 12:00PM

32 minutes Arrive At Bailey's Sport Bar At 12:32PM 22.8 miles 70.7 miles

Depart From Bailey's Sport Bar At 1:17PM

23 minutes Arrive At Lydia Park At 1:40PM 11.7 miles 82.35 miles
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 2014-2015-2017 Jokers Wild Poker Run

(2016's event was canceled)

September13, 2014 

September 12, 2015

September 09, 2017

Travel 

Time
D/A F/A Location At Time Mileage

Total 

Mileage

Depart From Lydia Park At 9:00AM

49 minutes Arrive At Robert's Lounge At 9:49AM 19.82miles 19.82miles

Depart From Robert's Lounge At 10:18AM

37 minutes Arrive At Red's Levee Bar At 10:55AM 18.05miles 37.87miles

Depart From Red's Levee Bar At 11:35AM

26 minutes Arrive At Bailey's Sports Bar At 12:01PM 14.96miles 52.83miles

Depart From Bailey's Sports Bar At 12:21PM

37 minutes Arrive At Lydia Park At 1:08PM 15.74miles 68.57miles

R-15



Kajun Iron Horse Poker Run

 
In 2012 the Rode Hard Riders put on the first Kajun Iron 

Horse Poker Run. The event was held in conjunction with the 

Parks Cracklin Cook-Off. 

 

The 2012 & 2013 Kajun Iron Horse benefitted  

Caps for Kids. 

 

For the next six years 2014 through 2019 the KIH 

beneficiary was Michael J. Fox Parkinson’s Research 

Foundation. 
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