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Self-centeredness/Pride - Part 1
By Wade Anderson

I first have to say, "WOW! IF's hard to believe it's June and we are half way through the year 2016 already! | am in a state
of * awe' as God continues to move the Swromers for (3 it through doors only He could open. Praise Jesus!®

When | say I'm in a state of awe' it doesnt mean that | didn't believe God didn't have morg in the works for us all, What |
simply meant was, well, let me use these Scriplures o explain. *Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when
you were called, Not many of you were wise by human standards; nof many were influential; not many were of
mobile birth, But God chose the foolish things of the world fo shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the
world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that
are nof - to nullify the things that are, (WHY?) so that no one may boast before Him." (1 Corinthians 1:26-29 NIV)

Without throwing anyone else under the bus | can honestly say that | quite possibly could have been labeled a 'poster
child' for, "a foolish thing of the world ... a weak thing in the worlds eyes ... a lowly, despised thing by the worlds
standard.” And Il also be the first o tell you, "Having been lifted out of the life and style | was once seemingly buried
alive in | KMNOW this change that has taken place in my new life had absolutely nothing to do with me accept, | surren-
dered and submitted to be used by Him for anything greater than myself.” Sometimes we hear the word 'humble' and think
that we are 1o view ourselves as lowly worms just crawling along the earth waiting 1o reach our lot in life, | honestly don't
believe that's an accurate definition for the word Shumble'. In fact, the definition | find in the back of my Bible says, not
proud or arragant, having a spirit of submission or difference; to bring into submission, In my own parsonal life 've axperi-
enced this o be simply; teachable, willing to go anywhere or do anything that a 101 of times seems impossible for me to
accomplish,

Let's pray; "Graciouws and almighty heavenly Father, | Ehank You for Your mast Precious and Haoly Spirt that You promised
would always be in and with us, to teach us, guide us, correct us and prepare us for even things o come ahead of us,
Today and everyday help us fo remeamber thal we already HAVE Your very presence inside of us just wailing fo be asked
for His help, | know Lord thal You fave been mpressing upon rme s message m aboul {0 share frere with my brothers
and sisters for some ime now. | pray that amything said here foday that is not of You be washed away in the precious
Blood of Your Son Jesus and only truth be digested. [ ask these things with complete confidence that You do hear and
answer prayer. I's n Jesus' name we pray and belleve o recelve. AMEN! AMEN"

Before we go any further | want to ask you all, if you would, to repeat this after me; "Lord Jesus, | place myself before You
to be the student and | submit to be Your senant. |invite Your Holy Spint to be my teacher. | open my heart to receive ALL
that You have for me fo leam herg loday, Thank You Lord, AMEN!"

Without these previous Scriptures from T Corinthians 1:26-23 it might seem from the title that this message would be of
one aboul arrogance, boasting or of setting oneself above another, but it's not. In fact, there may be several places where
you too may feel "this doesn't apply to me.” But | ask you to keep reading, don't lay it o the side, and instead continue o
ask the Holy Spirit Lo bring the clarity. The reason | say vou too' is because when | first began to hear the Lord teaching
me in this area | also felt 'this doesn't apply to ma" but | kept listening. I'l explain.

As | begin let me siep back about 6-8 months prior 1o this event, Aprl or May of 2014, and set this all up for hopefully a
better understanding. | had gotten an invite from a friend and brother at church o go with kim in January 2015 1o an all
men's conferencefretreat up in Woodland Park, Colorado. | was on board and excited from the very beginning. We talked
about it often and even encouraged other men to come along. Somea of the othar men did agree to come along but as the
B manths slowly crept by, peopla's lives were in different places and it ended up only the wo of us made the event. With
no condemnation let me say this, the two of us had made a commitment with each other regardless of whal happened fo
make this event, Thase othar men waran't S0 suré what lay that far ahead of tham but thay ware goaing 1o 'try’. How many
of you know that when we hear the voice of God and begin io make plans that far in the fulure the enemy is going to do all
he can do to derail your plans?

Honestly, even for myself it seemed as though things were unraveling on both ends the cosar we were to leaving for
Colorado. The excitement had someawhal fizzled away as | was being caught up in everything ‘' thought ‘I had to take
care of before "' could leave. It actually felt, in a sense, like God had pulled away from me and it seemed like it was harder
ta hear from Him. Finally, about 2 week pror to our leaving | want o God and threw f ALL out on the table and said, "God,
{ know it's not 'me’ that makes any of these things I'm so caught up in bear it Instead of being so conswmed in 'me' and
whal 1" have Io do I'm gong 10 leave it all here, at Your feet, | open my feart ready to receie whal You have planned for
me in Colorado.” And you know whal happened in those next few days? The excilement came flocding back into my heart
a5 | began to block these thoughis of 'self out,

This was the first time I'd been to a men's event of this magnitude. It was about a 12 hour drive, | LOVE 1o drive, 50 we
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had decided to leave Phoenix about & pm and drive all night, Even thaugh this brother and | did have a really great rela-
tionship | know now he was in no way prepared for the journey he was about 1o embark on. Being lecked in a car for 12
hours with me sharing my life and testimony, well, let's just say it enlightened him to a world of people and events he had
only heard of or seen on some TV show but certainly be had never ever expariencad. Honestly though he wasn't even
gun shy. After the men's event in Colorado he crawled right back into the car and we did another 12 hours together.
Actually, 1 believe gur fransparency throughowt the whole experience strengthened our relationship. | truly thank God for
brothers and accountability pariners like this brother.

I had no idea how HUGE of an avent this was really going to be. As the first evening got under way there ware close to
E00 men in atendance. What d2 vou think the whole 2 day experienceftopic, brought by several different teachers, was
about? PRIDE! As the evening rolled on it felt like evenydhing that was being said | was doing my best to write down. Some
of the things really caught me off guard to the point | wasn't 50 sure | agreed with it. But it was like the Holy Spirit was
peeling back the layers 0 uncover somathing I'd never considerad mnside mysalf before, Many times that first evening |
was in tears while wriling and trying to keep up with what was being said. In reality, it wasn'l o much what | was wriling
that was making the greater impact. It was what | was feeling on the inside of me that was speaking directly 1o my spirit.
Obviously this was exactly whal | negded to hear. Go figure, right?

As the first @vaning sassion was coming to a closa the speaker bagan to give a specific invite. He said, "You're here
tenight not by some coincidence but by divine appeintment. Youw all are not the average just 'come to church' group. |
kriow there are some of you that have been hearing and feeling the Spirit of God tugging away at your insides. You may
have never considered this topic in the context of the way it was taught tonight but still, there's something chuming that
you just can't resist as truth in your own lives, If thal's you 1'd like for yvou to stand up right where you're atl.” As he first
began o give this invite | Telt something so strongly that 1'd already laid by Bible and notepad on the floor. As he fimished
speaking, and befora 1 even knew it. | shot up out of my chair 1o my feet. Being closer o the front of the room | was more
focusad on the speaker and what alse he might say than what was going on around me. After a few minutas he said,
"Ckay, I'm going 10 extend this invitation and wait for a few more minutes because | know this is NOT all the men that God
is speaking directly to here tanight.” When he said that | turned to see how many men were on thair feet. Now scoping out
what was taking place | seen | was 1 of about 30 out of 500 men standing and | quickly began to feel foolish. And as
quickly as that thought came it diminished as more men stared popping up across the room, "l know there are probably
lots more of you =till sitting that God is promipting to stand up but I'm going to continue on,” he said.

Looking arcund the room e then said, “This 1s generally the parl of the service where most people ask everyone o bow
their heads as we pray with and for these standing men. But that's the opposite of what this is all about. Instead, 1 want all
of you that didnt stand 10 take a good long look at these men standing baefore all the rest of you here tonight. Some of
these men are probably truly feeling humiliated but regardiess they couldn™ remain in their seats and because of that God
is baginning to change soma of these men's hearts and lives right now conceming this topic.” As he finished with this last
statement, and before he began to pray, more men kept popping up until there were close to 50 or 80 men now standing.

Above, where | said | felt foolish and somewhat humiliated was exactly the speaker’s topic. The more he talked and drew
attention to all of us the worse 'I' felt. So many times we get more concemed about what people might think about us than
the obedience (o the tugging of the Holy Spirit inside of us, and consequently we seldom experience ALL of what God has
prepared for us to do or be. Remember above where | had told God, "l open my hearl ready to receive what You have
planned for me in Colorada™? From the moment | prayed that prayer | had begun building myself up and preparing myself
with a spirit of expectation! Going with that kind of expectation is what caused me o leap to my feet even before my flesh
had an oppartunity to react, Howaver, once | was standing and looking around the flash said, "Look what a fool you've
made of yourself in front of 600 men,” trying to get me to sit down. | believe we would all be much wiser if wea were to take
on no just the mindset but more imporantly the lifestyle that the Apostle Paul spoke of in Galatians 110 when he said,
"Am | now trying fo win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am | trying to please people? If | were still
trying to please people, | would NOT be a servant of Christ.”" When Paul said, "Am | now” those words speak to my
owm hear, and in my paraphrasea o mean, "After all that | had done against God, continucusly attempting to fit in and
please the world and always coming up short, then Jesus coming personally into my life and selting me free from mysell
why wouwld | ever again seek the world's approval?" Sadly enough a majority of the body of Christ does nol take Paul's
approach on their journay with Jesus. Most people receive their salvation and are okay with simply reading their Bible and
having one-way conversations with God. And I'm not saying this with any judgment or condemnation either. But thera are
literally cities of people that never step out on a limb to witness to those around them. Can | tell you that most of the
reasons people choose not to step there is because of rejection. Often times we listen to the flesh as it casts thoughis of
fear about what 'might’ or ‘'might not' take place. In no way am | minimizing salvation, but in that ight it has the tendancy to
paralyze some pecple causing them to *just be saved'. Can | tell you something else? Anyone that has ever been around
fruit trees knows that the fruil’ grows out on the binding limbs of the free. The difference with following the leading of the
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Dot worry about annthing instead pran about cocenthing Tell $Hod what mow need and thank 3im for
all 3 bas done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Prager Negquests
I would like to ask if you all would pray for my mother,

stepdad, two brothers, three aunts, grandmother, my somn, all
my little cousins, nephews and all other relatives across the
world, and all those whom are incarcerated and those who
continue to keep the Lord in their hearts. | ask if you would
pray that the Lord keep a protecting watch and care and
provide my family with the things they need.
Eeep them out of harm's way, and keep them strong until I'm
able to reunite with them in May 2017. | really appreciate
waur time and givirg the Lord this request ... E.B.

Wall, can you please ask people at the church if they will pray
for all of us in here? Plus my old cellie, they split us apart and
he is like my kid and | was looking out for him and protecting
him, because he ain't cut out for prison life at all. His only
source of helpin here passed away and he wasn't dealing
with it all that good. Now we ain’t with one another, and |
worry about him a lot. People in here prey upon the weak
kind of peaple, and | ain't around to prevent peopke from
doing that to him or from him being somehow harmed. 5o,
really need your prayers for him please. That kid means a lot
to me and needs the Lord to watch over him more than
anyone knows, because like | said, | ain't with him to protect
him or defend him, if needed ... LM.

I was so lost | have had to let go of what | couldn't do
naothing about but pray for my children, who have gotten so
kst in the warld. My son was released from prisonin
December 2015 and He was never seen again after that day,
all I can do is pray for him. | know | can't ket go of what I've
found or how far | have come in my walk with Jesus Christ. If |
am faithful to Him, He will never ket me down, this is why |
ask if you all will pray for me that my children will find the
lowee of cur Father, My daughter has turned to meth and in
the last letter, she told me ta live my life and stop trying to
live hers. | am just going o put my daughter in His hands
and keep her in prayer. If wou all will pray for her? | can tell
yvau that hurt, but | also know | must rermain strong faithifully
and pray and God will see me through it! "How joyful are
those who fear the LORD, all who follow His ways! You will
enjoy the fruit of your labor. How joyful and prosperous
you will bel Your wife will be like a fruitful grapevine, flour-
ishing within your home. Your children will be like vigorous
young olive trees as they sit around your table. That is the
LORD's blessing for those whe fear him.” (Psalm 128:1-4) ...
G.B.B.

I have a prayer request. My 14 year old daughter is down in
San Antonio, Texas with her tweo other sisters and her
stepdad. They say that she i suffering from depression and
anxiety and she is now cutting herself. They are trying to get
her into a treatment facility but what she really needs is
FRAYER and right mew my family in Christ! 1 still have so many
questions but I'm simply going to trust in God for His super-
natural healing ... L.M.R.

Praise Reports
I'was moved from a4 vard to a 3 vard because my score and
custody level went down somehow., It's a mystery to me still
aon how or why it changed. But to be honest | praise the Lord
it changed, and | was removed from living in the two-man
cells into an open yard in dorm style living environment.
Even though now | live with a total of about 35 or so people,
instead of just one other person, | still enjoy the lower
custody level yard. | am able to have peace of mind plus
when being around others that annoy me, | can just leave
and go walk about the yvard, or isolate myself and meditate,
or have a personal conversation with the Lord, But the maost
wonderful aspect about being on a lower custody vard for
mi is watching the sunrise and watching the cars drive on
the highway ... with how it all sounds early in the moming
tire. That right there feels almost like actual freedom. It's
really wonderful to me ... LM,

Praise God! He showed me an answer to my fervent praver
list for the month. He totally squashed my warrantsfdetainer
out of Texas! Once 'm released from here 'm a free woman, |

can get a driver's license! Woo Hoo! All the glory to my

Father in heaven and who can list the glorious miracles of

the Lord? "Whe can ever praise Him enough?® (Psalm

106:2) A beautiful promise from God, Praise be to the Lord,

for He showed me the wonders of His love (Psalm 31:27) ...

L.M.R.

I really do appreciate your cards and mail; it makes a big dif-
ference in here. | can truly testify that God and the devil are
reall Angels and demons are also real! Injustice, power and
greed are the harvest of satan's dark works. Why anyone
wiould deny the existence of God and deprive themselves of
His wonders bewilders me. Praise God He is always with me
and continues to bless me in all weather .. VD,

Just a few lines 1o let you know that God still hears and
answers prayer! Praise God, my surgery went well and 'm
doing okay. It's been 3 weeks now and 'm already feeling
better. They fused my 2nd and 3rd disks - put rods in them
and I'll be going back for surgery on my 4th and Sth disks

mext menth .. WaR.

I'mi finally at a complex, | won't be leaving. | left Alhambra
and went to a private prison and then ended up in the
hospital twice. The private “for profit™ prison sent me 1o a
state prison medical unit which is for bed-ridden guys
waiting to die. A very sad place, the old guy naxt to me died
during the five days | was there for liver failure, Which made
it more depressing for me, then the doc said | did not belong
there, at least not yet. So | was moved permanently .. Praise
the Lord ... R.5.
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A New Purpose For My Life
By V.H.

I've recently read The Purpose Driven Life' by Rick Warren and Lioved it | learmed a lot! One of the things that I've
leamed is that we ALL are missionaries. Everywhere, All the fime. Ever since then I've been putting myself out there,
spreading the Gospel.

Today, for example, | took your most recent newsletter and went arcund the yard, even door to door, and told people
gbout your ministry. As a result, over 50 women signed up to receive your newsletterl How awesome is thatl TPraise God!

I go to church here on Saturday mornings. | feach one on one Bible studies and | currently have 3 ladies | sponsor, Plus, |
too work the steps myself and go 1o meetings on Fridays. | applied for 2 mentor from a church but they tumed me down. It
seems they don't want anyone with psychiatric (ssuwes. HELLO! | live on a medical yard in a prison. Depression, anxiety,
post traumatic stress disorder and addiclion are, sadly, all too common 1o nearly all inmates. And this is onhy my opinion,
but, if they tumed me away for those reasons, then they probably dont have mamy mentees. S0 sad.

Oh yah, before | forgat, | would have gotten over 60 women signad up for the newslatter bul the officar on the yard made
me stop. He told me to siop acting like a Jehovah's witness going door to door spreading the Word, Eemember, it wasn'
ma that said that it was the officer on the yard. Anyways, I'll accept that, I've been called worse.

In July | had my & years of sobnety anniversary. This may sound weird but | am so happy and grateful to ba here inprson.
For the first time in my life, my only responsibifities are to get an education and get close o God. And with that I'm grateful
to say, I've got a 4.0 grade average AND I'm in LOVE with God, Jesus and the Bitde!! | love it alll | have a freedom 've
never known before. I'm enjoying it and I'mdetermined 1o make the most of the new purposa for my life. See, I've never
had structure in my life and it's resulted inmy not having a foundation far my life either. If not for me being here I'd
probably still be out thara making poor choices and baing the all around ignorant parson | used to ba. It's funny how |
came in here kicking and screaming, and now I'm thrilled beyond belief! Go figure ...

Fight the Good Fight
By J.H.

WOWI First | have to thank you all 5o much for my birthday gift with all the signatures, that made me smile! | keep you
guys in my prayers and wish all of you the best. God is great, and staying thankful is the key o obtaining the peace that
passas all understanding! Your cards and notes add fuel to my life and keep me pushing in the right direction,

| read a cool quote a while ago that says, "The true soldier fights not because he hates what's in front of him, but becausa
he loves what's behind him." Folks we are in a spirtual warfare, every day we batile against satan and his tactics. When |
fight the good fight, knowing | have Jesus and my brothers and sisters behind me, praying for me and going through
similar struggles, it gives me added strength.

Knowing His grace IS sufficient, even though | just received a denial in my appeal | ruly understand the God of the
universe loves me and has my best interest. (Romans 8:28) | rest in that,.my flesh wants tolsave but my Father who
knows my tomorrows and who has complate control over the courts knaws what's best, That's why we cannot be
lukewarm, we're elther all in or not at alll'f'miall in and Fknow my Seercsiredsr G firist family is to!

Spiritual Journey
By C.S.

Hello Sheromis for S hrist. | would like to thank you for eoming and visiling with me. | really appreciate vou all being my
spiritual guide along the journey of life, my quest for rightecusness and what I'm going through right now.

After we talked and then prayed about my cument situation | was contacted a few days later by my attomey, and BAM the
prosecutor already came down 1 1/2 years from the ariginal plea. | have another court date in April but | want yvou 1o know
that God has sent you to help save my life. I'm already beginning to watch and see as the Lord is really starting 1o bless
me. | did have faith before but NOW it's official, “Jesus Christ is my Lord and Saviorl” | hope you resenva me a seal in
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Onengongss oy Shiplst
Srom the “Snside

your ¢hurch for when | am released from prson,

Listen to God
By M.G.

It's up to us to pray as much as our hean's desire in order (o send those we pray for 8 message.

Write a written request by writing down every scripture you find. Also, as you're listening to the Holy Spirit for the details.,
write down the impressions and ideas He gives you. Take your ime; let the Spirit devalop your prayer. Let the truth He
reveals 1o you seftle in and bagin 1o work in you. Get yvour patition firmly in mind, and then when you're ready, present it to
God. Believe mea, He'll be listaning.

Aword from God, "Let me anoint you with My presence. | am the King of kings and the Lord of lords, dwelling in unap-
proachable light. VWhen you draw near 10 Me, | respond by coming closer (o you. As My presence envelopes you, you may
feel overwhelmed by My power and Glony. This is a form of worship, sensing your smaliness in comparison to My Great-
ness, Man has tended to make himsaif the measure of all things. But man's measure is too tiny to eomprehend My
majestic vasiness. That is why people do not see Me at all, even though they live and move and have their being in Me.
Enjoy the radiant beauty of My presence. Declare My glorious Being to the world!®

Here | Am Lord
By R.L.

My brothers and sisters in Christ, | pray these words reach vou guys in abundance of blessings ... it was impressed upon
my hear 1o write you all these few lines.

It has been a HUGE blessing you all coming into my life. Man, the visits come just whean | need them the most. It comes to
mind when Jesus Christ was at His weakest and lowest point (Matthew 4:77, Luke 22:43). Every time there s a word or
a Scripture that he shares with me that lets me know that God IS present and working with me. Being incarcerated for
nearly B years in the county gets hard. But when | get a vizit and a newsletter from the &hwreomms G (Shrist, well, it lifts my
spirit! | am truly grateful for all the effort and support you all show me and | know the Lord brought you all into my life for a
reason. Your newslattars are passed around here in this pod and many others read them and send their HELLO'S!

Let me share with you all a little piece of how the Oheremers (o v is working in my personal life right here where I'm at.
Recenily | got some upselling news from my attoemey that | am probably going to be here for quile some lime more., As
sad as this was to me | know the Lord is not done warking both in me or through me right where I'm at. Then | got a visit
from Brother Wade, as wa were talking about my new situation it was towards the [atter part of our visit when he handed
me the newest issue of 1he newsletier. As he handed it o me he said, "This is the only one of these that has been printed
as of yet but the Holy Spirit just told me to give it 1o you.” When | saw the cover (February 20168), man it it me hard] And
night them | felt the Lord say, *I'm still working in you.®

See, it was'while | was previouzlyreading through the Book of Jeremiah Chapter 18, "The Polter and the Clay®, that |
first started feeling this message from the Lord. And when | was handed the newsletter there it was, the front cover
picture, corffiormation of whabihe Lord had already begun 1o tell ma, Even thouwgh this LONG county iime 15 hard, | Know
that when my stay here ends the purpose for my stay here will be accomplished. For the meantime all | can say is like
Samuel, in T Samuel 3:4 said, "Here I arm Lord.™
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Soots ible Study Jotes
1 Chronicles 1:1-4:4

1 Chronicles begins with a long list of descendents from Adam on down, a genealogy, giving us insights to some of the
pecple on how they aclted, if they had pleased God. Each of us is forging our own reputations, developing our own
personal qualities by which we will be remembered. How would God summarize your life up to now? Some definitely claim
how they live is their own business. But scripture teaches thal the way you live today will determine how you will be
rememberad by others and how you will be judged by God, Whal you do now does matter, (2:3)

Here wa continue to read lists afdew which have theirindividual stories scattered throughout the Bible,
such as Joab, Abishai, Caleb, Abigail, lomon, and the list goes on. Some of them were huge parts in history
others were small. (2:78-4:4)

Acts 23:11-24:2T7

God works in amazing and amusing ways. There we e il inité possibilities of ways God could use to get Paul 1o
man anmy to deliver Paul from his enemies. God's ways are not our ways. Ours are
vhen'God intervenes, things will work out much

Paul's talk with Felix became 50 persg
another man's wife, Paul' words were
come.” Many people will be glad to dis
whan it doas, some will resist or run. But di
Mews is not effective until it moves from principles 3 & intc
runs from your witness, you have undoubtedly succeeded in i

55 and salf-control and the judgment to
st touch their lives too personally,
itf's power to change lives, The Good
namic. When someone resisis or

Psalm 3:1-4:8
When circumstances go against us, it is kempting fo think that Lisagainst jus. But David reminds us that the opposite is
true. When everything seems to go against us, God is still for us, If stances have tumed against you, don't blame

God, seek Him. (3:7-3)

We can be confident that God listens io our prayers and answers wh
not hear us because we have fallen short of His high standards fior
God has forgiven us, and He will listen to us. When you feel as thoug
remember that as a believer you have been set apart by God and thal
answers may not be what you expect, Look al your problems in the |
shadow of yvour problems. (4:3) 4

Proverhs 18:14-18

This Proverb affirms the value of coping skills. Sick n be but there is no medicing for a broken spint.
(18:14) Y

Whenever both sides agree on a method of se
biblical pattern for assistance in decision making

& “Foot” Notes 3

Hello fellow Overcomers, | saw a gal on TV the other day that really got me thinking. She was speaking on authen-
ticity in the church. So, I'm sure pretty much all of us have walked into 2 church and knew from a quick glance that,
"I'm not going o fit in here” just by the way you're looked at. You know, gasps of hormor or a pinched expression as
if someone just bit into 2 lemen. All memBers with perfect hair, perfect clothes, all with an air of perfection as if none
of them have ever had a single struggle. I've backed out of a few of those myself.

Ya know the facade of perfection is ridiculous. For the Bible us that if we follow Christ we will face hardships, we will
be persecuted, we will be hated. So, why the facade? | just don't get it. That being said, | just want to tip my hat to thoss
who keap il real. We know we are sinners, we know we are flawed, and we know we don'l deserve God's love, Bul we
accept Salvation and continue to be who we are and not some fake cardboard cutout of what some think a Christian has
to ba, The Overcomears | know have always kept it authentic (someatimas scary authantic), but they are real and thair love
for God is real. May God bless you all, short and tall. Viaya con Dios ... don't ride faster than your angels can fiyill
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Self-centeredness/Pride - Part 1 By Wade Anderson continued from page 4
Holy Spirit to 'step out there' is, this limb may bend and sway but it will NEVER break.

Let's go o the Bibde where wea can see hese very same things aking place with Jesus and His disciplas, As Jesus
opened up in John 14:7 He said, =uEm T i peor s Gm irmeiieel o Sl 1D Geck St sl 0 = 1Ewas
directly after His explanation about going to prepara a place for them that Thomas said, “Lord, we do not know whera
You are going, so how can we know the way?" (John 14:5) So, Jesus answered and said, =S e mEpg 0
amdl e Iifa Mo o canee 7 Tie Falber acegmt MireeEh ME And wouldn't you know it Phillip pipes up and says,
"Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us. " (John14:8) Then in John 74:15-31 Jesus is not only trying
to comfort and encourage them but He was promising them the coming Holy Spirit. In John 14:28 we read, “if heaE
s aagy, T aoo fredng g aod [ don eemning bl 2 pem. I vreer fewad (e, poo ey Be gl dad § am geing te 4
P, ttee dhe Rodie b gresder dhom 4™

Think about this for a minute. This was the night before His Crucifikion and Jesus was trying His best to give them, the
very men He had hand chosen to walk with Him, as much detail and insight into the next few days events that He could,
Mow | don’t know about you all but there are times that | can almost hear different tones in certain voices as | read the
Bible, Reading through these events here it's almost like | can hear Jesus' tone with thaem as He says, "Guys, if you really
loved me and heard the things I've explained 10 yvou, vou wouldn't be 5o depressed and mixed up right now! Instead, all
you're focusing onis, "Look what "I gave up 10 be Your disciple - all of 'my' plans, hopes and dreams. Mow 'my' fishing
business is ruined! What's going to happen to 'me’ if You really aren't the Messiah, and what if *I'm’ not the foundation of
Your church? Will they crucify 'me’ next? Heck guys, earlier today you were fighting over which one of you is greatest and
wiarthy of the bast seat in the kingdom! Don'l be so self-ceniered! Instead, you should be rejoicing that | am going to the
Father!™ Can you hear the tone? Instead of reflecting on all the things Jesus had personally taught them while He was with
them all they were thinking of was themselves. The disciples were about to enter the most challenging time of their lives -
Christ's betrayal, armest and crucifikion. And because they couldn't get past ‘themselvaes’ thay couldn't even begin to see
what was about to happen to Jesus. The root of all these kinds of thoughts and emotions is SELF.

This next example of self-centeredness is ofien times rocted in grief. When a loved one dies, we immediately begin o ask
ourselves, "How will | ever get along without them?" Our first reactions are to give into the powerful and strong emotions,
as we focus on death and loss, crying out, *I'l never see them alive on earth again! How will | get through this?* That was
once me as well. In a sense | was maore or less trying to convince myself that my mouming was for the deceased, when in
reality, 1's for my=ell? Think about it, if that loved one we are grieving over was not lost then they arg now in heaven! This
is what the Apostle Paul was saying here in 2 Corinthians 5:8 (NLT), "Yes, we are fully confident, and we would
rather be away from these bodies, for then we will be af home with the Lord. ™ Thal loved ona is NOW standing in the
presence of Jesus and that's a reason to celebrate! Take a look in John 11:17-36, the story of Jesus and His friend
Lazarus, it says, "Jesus wept.” Jesus was flesh and had emotions just like you and | but | believe, because of their rela-
tionship, He knew the grave was not Lazarus's final resting place. The pain and the loss seem more real o us than our
loved one's happiness and peace in haaven, Sure there is a grieving procass we will always go through but that situation
doesn't have to turm into a crises or defing the rest of our lives. It is when we allow something like this (o define the rest of
our life that we've then made it all about us. Believe me, I've felt these very same emotions when somecne in my own life
has passed, And in the past, | parsonally allowed such emotions o suck me deaper and deepar ind that drug addicton,
Sell-medicating was not about them either, it was ALL aboul me! | guarantee you that NOT one of those loved ones or
friends would have wanted me 10 do that 1o myself over them. | agree that it may feel like a piece of owr heart has been
torn ouwt but isn't that the reason wewe run this race? YES! In fact, the Apostle Paul says this very thing in Philipplans
3:14, "I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus,” This
is axactly why | ike the term 'Home Going Celebration’ over funaral. W gather together at thair passing not locking at it
as death but as a celebration of the life they lived here on earth with us. Instead of putting 5o much focus on the times and
events we will no longer have with them it could help our grieving time considerably if we focused maore on the time wa
have already had with them. | know I've probably crossed over the line where some of you believe I'm being insensitive.
But that is not my purposa for saying thesa things so I'll stop right thera.

Michelle and | used to have two dogs that we each loved in our own ways. Thase were not "our” dogs, she had 'hers' and |
had ‘mine’. Michille had an all white Pit Bull named Powder and | had an all white, excapt around his left eye was black,
American Bulldog named Bruiser, Powder was the runt of the litter when we got her and soon after that she contracted
Valley Faver, Michelle loved Powder 50 much and clung to her like she was her own child. And | know our daughter
Courtney would totally wouch for that last statement. She nurtured her and coddled her, hand fed her, prayed for her
healing and even carmad her out £0 9o to the bathraom and slowly Powdear was batier than ever, In Powder's lifetime the
Vet couldn't understand how healthy she appeared because her blood work always showed something entirely different.
When she was about 4 years old she became real sick again to the point where the only thing she was able o do on her
own was barely [ift her head. Again we hand fed her and carred her out 10 use the bathroom. The Vel recommended we
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put her down but after all that Michelle had been through with Powder she just couldn't bring herself to do this, Quickly we
seen that it would be selfish on our part to keep her with us as sick as she was. So logether we made the decision to put
Powder down. Michelle was stronger than | had expected and went and even laid with Powder at the Vet until she took
her last breath,

That left us with just 'my’ dog, Bruiser, Bruiser was exactly that, a real aggressive dog that if he didn't like the way you
looked, spoke or even came in the door he would reach out and nip or bite you. He was also food aggressive, when
Powder was alive, This was at a time in our lives when our grandchildren were B, 3 and 1 years old, After Bruiser had
nipped at several different pals of mine and then about tore my thumb off when | tried 1o disciple him | came (o the samea
crossroad Michelle had. | had to step up and swallow the same pill she had to about 13 months earlier with Powder, As
much as | loved 'my’ dog | couldn't even consider the self-centeredness. | had to seriously evaluate what a bite like that
would do o these three young grandsons of ours. | couldn't rationalize it away that 'my”’ dog wasn't even sick or maybe '
could just keep him out in the shop with me. One bite to one of my grandsons and | would have to kill the dog on the spot
because of my own "seli-centeredness’. Even though this was a cul and dry situation to have ‘'my’ dog put down, | can see
today that this next decision was all about me too. | 'thought' | just couldnt do it 50 | asked Michalle to take Bruiser just like
she took Powder. | was now pulting Michelle through something ke that twice. He was ‘my" dog. Even that was salf-
centeradness on my part.

It is natural as human beings to think about ourselves during "our’ grieving process that time before the inevitable death of
a8 loved one and the death of that loved one, But our growth, matunty and healing come when we can rejoce for the loved
cnes that have went home to heaven. We can take those moments of self-centeredness and leam and grow from it and
then share it with others who are going through the same thing. This has been a lot 13 digest, | will leave you for now and

we will continue this next monih.
@ibgrgqmgri&; (O

Fond Memories
By G.B.B.

Hello, sister Michelle. Gird let me tell you, | remember when you wrote that piece in the newsletter about your mother ... it
brought me o my knees. Sis, my mother and | were so close. She was more to me than just a mom, my mom was my
best friend. When | was just 2 years old, | became very sick and went into a coma for 3 1/2 weeks. The doctors told my
mother that | was going to dig. My mom wouldn® receive wihatk they tald her and she responded with, "Well you must not
know my God.”™ Shortly after that comment, | came out of the coma. Then at the age of 16, | was riding my bicycle when a
car hit me and again | laid in the hospital in a coma. My mother never left my side. All the time shea sat there with me she
was reading God's Word and praying ower me until | came out of the coma. At the age of 31, | was nding my Harey
Davidson home when a truck hit me and once again | fellinto a coma. This ime was more intense than the other times so
my mother gave up her job and moved into the hospital for 68 days. All the while continually reading and confessing God's
Word over me. She conlinued o tell the doctors and nurses, "Evidently you don't know my Father like | do” ... and yes,
once again | came ocut of that coma 1o,

| have done a lot of time bahind thesa walls and fances, Back in 1989 my mother passed away and | wasn't thare with har.
| almost fell apart. That is, until | remembered whal she had showed me, "Go to God in prayer.” In the [ast 2 1/2 years, my
health has gotten bad and I've found myself in the hospital several times. One night as | returned to the prison from the
hospital | bagan to ask Gad o show me His love for me. Soon after this | heard a voice tall me, “You still have a lot to do
before you come here o be with the Father.” The coolest thing was it was my mother's voice that | heard tell me this. She
went on to tell me, "You are going to get out of prison so you can meet the son and your grandchildren you've never met
yal.”

So sister Michelle, et me tell you that your mother is right there with you and | know you do know that. Trust me, | felt a
blessing today that our mothers who are 50 dear 1o us are blessed and in a much better place with God. | just wanted you
to know that your message took me back bo some very fond moments with my mother,
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What Others é.n Saging...

"I want to say ‘thank yvou, thank you' so very much for my bi y letter whaere you all signed it with graat messages for
me. It was so beautiful and brought lots of joy to my heart just knowing I'm net forgotten in the free world! It was one of a
kind sa | framed it so Il always remember how | felt when | received it ... when no one else cared. | really was shocked
because | didn't know anybody knew my birthday ... in fact it was the only cne | received. Thank you all always for the
positive wonds of encouragement and newsletters as weall.™ ... M.A.

"First, | send my respect to you and all of the Swwemers fr Ghrist helpers. Next 've got to say, that | just realized that it was
about the same time that | fell from the Lord that your newsletters started coming my way. You guys have been with me for
the whole time I've been down. I've been down 8 vears now on a 43 years o life sentence. It might be strange but the first
thing | do is go to the picturas. Even though I'm from Riversida, CA but for some reason, looking at the pictures makas mea
feel like I'm locking at home. Anyways, keep up the good work and please tell everybody there with you that they are
bringing light into this man made hell and | for one appreciate it." ... D.M.

“Onvercomerns, jJust wiiting o say thank you for all the newsletiers and comaspondence over the years that I've been locked
up here, I'm being released on May 1st to freedom once again. I've received the newsletters since 2010 and they hawve
really helped me through this time of being locked up. God surdy has blessed you with a wonderful thing. | pray He
continue 1o use you all for many years o coma.” ... D.C.

"Thank you for all the cards and the newsletters have baan awesoma 100! How ool it was (o see a poam that | submutted
get printed. | love poetry, collecting it and writing it. Il also be submitting some art work as well that you have my permis-
sion o use in the newslatier, | also want to start tithing to your ministry. | know it's not much but it i5 10% of my monthiy
wages here, There are several minisiries thal show love and supporl 1o inmates and | wanl 1o start showing my love and
support back by tithing 10% every month. This month it's the S\ «3 Ministry.” ... V.H.
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"The temptation of the age is to look good
without being good.”

» Brennan Manning (1934 - zo13) - an American
author, priest, and public speaker. He is best
known for his bestselling book The Ragamuffin
Gospel.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings ... 2 Ways to Give

It takes the body of Christ working together to craate, print, and mail this newsletter. Mone of this would be possible without the
faithful support of many people who believe in this ministry. The vision of this ministry & to offer hope, love, and encouragement
to those who are incarcerated, You are investing in spreading the Word of God to lost souls, and encouraging and mentoring
believers.

There are twa ways 1o give to the WMeereomers for (3frisd ministry:

Ey CHECK or MOMEY ORDER - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memao section put
"For Ovarcomears for Christ". Mail vour check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

By OMNLINE at http:livingwordonline.com - click in the ®Give" icon - If you are new online giver, then click on "Create Account”

and then follow the account set-up. If you are existing online giver, then select "Give Now". Once you are logged into the website,

then click on "Give Now", and under the “Giwve To™ drop-down select "05 Dutreach®, then from the drop-down to the right select
“Owercomars for Christ | Prison Ministry™

We thank everyone who sows into this ministry. We pray that all that your hands touch will be richly blessed, and that you will
have abundance in every area of your life.

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes, If you have any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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Jesus Gang
By G.B.B.

Heee [ st surrounnded behind brick and stone
For [ ami a pritoner taken o my homie.
This iz the place I'Tl live, this is the place I'1 stay
As wasted years go by and my face starts to age.
Caught in the system around gangs and crime
This place ain't priton it's a taste of hell.

My life is now a number with a picture 1D
This iz who | am when they identify me.
Caught up in life trying to kill one another
I don't understand it Eor it is my own, brother.
Morth and South and East and West,
It's all the same [ guess.
That's what you get when you do the crime
All the erimes [ committed, all the bad things I did, it was the life I chose.

But there is a place that I want to go the day that I die,
It's called Heaven, but my homeboys don't trip.
Nobody carries Knives, guns oF even gets sick.

You can't enter God's Kingdom with a prison pass
You got to have Jesus in your heart to make your soul last.
You comie to God's home,

You got to stop being bad and start being good.

So, if you want to get high, get high with Jesus,
And if you want to Fght, Fight for Him.
I can betcha every time with Lord you will win.
So to all my brothers and sisters here's one word of advice
all come together and claim Jesus Christ!

Help us be betier stewards by sending your change of address when you move 1o help reduce unnecessary wasle and expense
EDITORIAL Wade "Duck”™ Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Eible Church
hercemers for (3 frist @ Minisiry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwhw livingwordonling.org jasonivingwordgmail.com
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