
January 17, 2021 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
PRELUDE: Thaxted (Gustav Holst) 
Trent DeVerter, Trumpet – Lucy Kay Osborne, Organ 
 
MEDITATION 
 

We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 
Henry Alford 

 
We walk by faith and not by sight; 
with gracious words draw near, 
O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke: 
“My peace be with you here.” 
 
We may not touch your hands and side, 
nor follow where you trod; 
but in your promise we rejoice, 
and cry, “My Lord and God!” 
 
Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
and may our faith abound 
to call on you when you are near 
and seek where you are found: 
 
That, when our life of faith is done, 
in realms of clearer light 
we may behold you as you are, 
with full and endless sight. 

 

 
  



GATHERING SONG: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843) 

 
 
GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY – Jackie Schnarre 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray.  
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the 
countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising 
you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE: O Living Breath of God (ELW 407) 

 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
THE WORD: Luke 4:14-30 – Knut Aagaard 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and 
a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He 
began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

18"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
  to bring good news to the poor. 



 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
  to let the oppressed go free, 
  19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to 
say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 22All 
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 
his mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 23He said to them, 
"Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And 
you will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the things that we have 
heard you did at Capernaum.'" 24And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet 
is accepted in the prophet's hometown. 25But the truth is, there were 
many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 
three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the 
land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at 
Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of 
the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the 
Syrian." 28When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with 
rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow 
of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off 
the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 
 
Word of God,  
word of life. 

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD: They Will Know We Are Christians 
Hazel Baker, Ukulele  
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke  
 
SERMON 
 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY: Let Streams of Living Justice (ELW 710) 

 
 
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Linda Chapman 
We are not alone, we live in God's world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit.  



We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church:  

to celebrate God's presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death,  
God is with us.  
We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Andrea And Eric Peoples 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for 
the church, the world, and all people in need. 

For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants 
of the gospel, that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every 
day, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that 
God has marvelously made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our 
home, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for 
peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, 
that they provide protection to all people, especially the most 
vulnerable, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and 
for those who are imprisoned or homebound, that God console all who 
suffer, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us for the first time or 
returning, and for those absent from our assembly, that all who seek to 
know God are nourished by word and sacrament, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 



In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, especially Phyllis 
Enger, that their lives give us a vision of the gospel in action, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the 
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades 
over all creation. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence for self-reflection. 

Holy God, 
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We 
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the 
broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your 
outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit 
the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even 
before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in 
your divine mercy. Amen. 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ 

Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own 
beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we 
are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the 
Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 



OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY:  
 
OFFERING PRAYER – Tamara McIntyre 
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her 
child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and 
empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. Through the prophets you 
called your people to be a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our 
darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly 
food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
 
  



LORD’S PRAYER – David Osborne 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are 
strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished 
in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your 
name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy 
Spirit the comforter keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG: Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: This Little Light of Mine (L. Maynard) 
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