Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org

15™ Sunday in ordinary time

13 July 2025
Weekend Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim Parish £689 £858

Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara

No Weekday Masses this week

| will be on holiday
until Sat 26" Jul

In case of death or emergency sick calls
please try Fr Brian Brown 074 9673 1619

Please book Anniversaries by email,
by leaving a message on the phone, or
by leaving a note through the letter box

ANNIVERSARIES

Dromara
Sun 13t Kevin Doyle
Sun 20t Maureen McKey

Dechomet
Sat 19t  Gerard & Margaret Quail
Maureen Shillington
Leitrim
Sat19t  Jacqueline Murphy

Brian Donnelly

Guided Tour of Newry Cathedral
This year marks the bicentenary of the laying of
Newry Cathedral's foundation stone on June 8th,
1825. To celebrate this significant milestone there
will be guided tours of the Cathedral on
Wed 234 July at 2pm
The tour will take approx. 90 mins. Meet at the
main door on Hill St. There is no charge.

Jubilee Event St Anne’s Day
Sat 26t July Mass at 6pm
Mayobridge Convent grounds
(weather permitting, otherwise St Patrick’s Church)

Principal Celebrant Archbishop Eamon Martin
St Anne’s Oil will be available on the day
St Anne’s Shrine will be open from 8am until 10pm

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191/ Drumg 07825 419067

Thank you for your continued contributions

We welcome into Dromavra Parish
Bria Marie McNeill

Toilet at Dechomet Church
A new toilet space has been created
in the old hall, the door is opposite the
main door of the church.
Thank you to the local tradesmen who
completed the work so quickly.

The Old Testament: Jesus’ Bible
Leviticus
The third book of the Bible gets its name
from Levi, head of the priestly tribe. The
central theme (s this: “Be holy, for I, the,
your God, am holy”

Numbers
The Book of Numbers (so called because it
records two censuses of the Hebrew
people) continues the story of the journey
begun in Exodus. It describes the life of
the Israelites for thirty-eight years in the
desert, from their coming to Sinai to
their arrival at the border of the
promised land.

Deuteronomy
The name means “Second Law”. It is not
really a new Law, but a repeating and
completing of the Law given on Mount
Sinai. The book was written after the
Israelites had lived in the promised land
for centuries and (s presented as a kind
of testament of Moses

Lough Derg 3-Day Pilgrimages
These will run until Fri 15t Aug
Booking advised. Adm €85
www.loughderg.org
+0353 (0)71 98 61518
info@loughderg.org

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding: Stephen Sherry
07301246329/ safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org
Safeguarding Officer: Kate Mooney
07951981888 / kmooney(@aracoeli.com
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Sunday-u‘lg/[w-Me

THE WORD

EVERYBODY »
NEEDS GOOD,
NEIGHBOURS

.-"

Im today's Gospel a lawyer puts this question to Jesus; "Teacher, what must | do te inherit
eternal life?" Jesus replies: “What is written in the law? How da you read it?”

It's niot 3 Gulz Jesus springs on NIm a5 2 test but 2 question tat has to do with the foundzton
of & well-Ived Jewlsh Ife. Tha scholar r2pliss by recting a portion of the Shema, a praysr
that remalns a baslc Jewlsh prayer to thie day: “vou shall Iowe the Lord your God with 2l your
haart, with &l your belng, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your n2lghbour &5
yourse.” Jasus talls the lawyer: “vou hawe anewerad corracty: do tis and you wil Ive.”

Buttne scholar, 85 scholars often do, warnts to hawee the [ast word. He has a Tollow-ug question:
“andwho ls my nelghbour? His guestion results In ane of the mast famaus of all Jesus’ parailes.

A traveler onthe road from Jarwsalem to Jericho ks attackad, robbed and beaten up. The
half-dead victim I passed by both a priest and Levite who appear to be gaing to the Temple. it
I5 possloie they pass him oy because they consider nim alreacy cead and Somt want to make
themsehas |I'I'1|:IIJI'E' EI:" LDUCMHQ nlm, which would legye them unable o servea In the TE'I'T'F"E'.
Maybe theyTe worrled that if the roobers beat ane man to death, they might be looking for
micra victime. In any event, they lgnors him.

Then along comes a Samaritan. Jews and Samaritans desplsed each other. Imagine Ukrainian
and Russlan soldlers togday, or a Palestinlan and an leraell settler. |tls the desplsed Samaritan
whao pute asloe all concerns for NiE own satety and acts out of compasskon far the Jewlsh
yictim. Ha cleans him ug, bandages him, puts him on hiks norse, takes him to an Inn where e
gheas the Innkeeger money out of hils own pocket, and says: “Take care of RIm. If you spend
mora thanwhat | nawa given you, | shal repay you on my way back” The Samarltan not only
opens his heart and his wallet, but leaves the eguhvalent of hls credit card numizer E=hind. His
actions &y, "Pul it on my account.”

Wno Is the nelghbiour to the unfortunate traveliar? The answer Is obvious, and | must have
been very difficult for Jesus' Istensrs to near. The ona wha acted k2 2 nelghbour was the
farekgner, the outsiger, the enamiy. In 0 doing, J2sus loentifled anyone In need 38 @ nelghtour.

Jesus tells the lawyer [and uek "Go and do the same yourselt” B

Pray for peopie on the marging, thosewha are  The Christian treats every person 3 his or
isaiated and ignared, those who feel as fthay  her own

ars nobody's nelghioour
Everybady ks the 5ame In God's eyss

In this era of populism and namow natonalsm,
think about your atittude to the foreligrer, the
refluges, the stranger. Do you s2e them a5 your

nelghbour? CAY

For the Christian, WE s mane Important than |

“Lord, help me to welcome the
stranger always. Amen.”

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ssage

Wear © o« 43 July 2025 « Colowr: Green - Pealter Weel 3

REFLECT

he Impilizations for us of today's
Gospel couldn't be olearer.
Christlans cannat be rugged
Irdlvidualists, out merely for themsahes.
Thay neser turn a bling eye to those In
nead. Christians aways 522 beyond
themeeives.

Dir Martin Luther King spoke about the
parable of the Good Samaritan the
niight oefore e wae assassinated He
framed It In a beautiful way. He salg: "The
first question the priest asked, the first
quastion the Levite asked, was, 'If | Glop
to ielp this man, what will hapgen to
me? Butthen the Good Samartan came
by and turned the question arcunc: ‘i1
do nat stap to Nelp this man, what will
happen ta him?"

Christlans s2g beyond themeeives.

Today's parable reminds ws that sveryane
I8 cur nelghibour. Mot |ust those who e
£i0EE by, of have the right postal code,

or share tha same views on politics and
rellglan — everyone ls my nelgnbour,

It means | cannot be a Crstlanand a
racist, or 2 bigot, or 3 hamophobe, or be
ant-Samitic: | cannot be 3 Christian and
be cartemptucus of anyone because of
Wha they are or what they look or dress
ke or where they come from. Hard as It
may be to digest sometimes, the fact Is
Evaryona Is my nalghbour.

That's why the Jews have st a6ioe

d E-FIBEH room in Yad Vashem, the
Hodocaust memorkal muesaum in
Jerusalem, ta honour those they call the
Righteaus of the Nations. The Righteaus
of the Nations were those ordinary peogle
- more than 28,000 thousand af them

are listed - who went out of thelr way to
pratect thelr Jewish nelghbaurs from

the Nazis and thelr sccomplices. Daing
what thay did was dangerous. If cawght
sheltering Jews, they risked Imgrisoament
and death. Still, they oid it anyway.

Marty of their friends and nelghbours
would have conlsered thesa paople to be
crazy: thelr cthons nat very sensibie. The
wise thing would have bean to look away,
o mind thelr own busineEs, to pass by an
the ather slde, & 50 many pecgle did In
those dark years. Instead, they Iookad out
for and protectad thedr Jawish brathers
and slsters. They were Good Samarttans.
Thay 5aw beyond themsaives.

Jesus tels us this 15 how we alse must
act. l



