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President’s Message
By Anita Kane

History Repeats Itself
COVID-19 Virus

Lately as I go up the stairs in my home that was built in 1911 by District Attorney George Jean, I think of
the times this house has seen. Gibson Girl hairdos were still popular when George built the house for
his bride, Alice. Then came the Great War…(the War to End All Wars) and in 1918 the Spanish Flu
Pandemic. I can imagine George’s footsteps in 1911 being energetic, those of a young-ish man. Did they
slow in 1918 as he climbed the stairs with newspaper in hand, reading the sad news of each day? How
many friends and acquaintances of the Jean family lost loved ones in those days? I imagine how visitors to
the house became fewer and far between as the flu touched down in house after house in Hollister. If it
visited the Jean home George and Alice survived it, as they both lived to an old age.
With COVID-19, we take uncertain steps as these months of
shelter in place go on. Very strange times seem surreal as we find
ways to stay productive but safe. Supply shortages, people out of
work, Victory gardens once again abound; seeds are in short supply.
People reach out to check on neighbors. Masks. 6 feet distancing.
For the Historical Society it has meant a very quiet 2020. All
planned events cancelled; the Museum, Research Room and
Historical Park Visitor Centers and Railroad display remain closed.
No Dance Hall rentals or income which had allowed us to grow.
We are so grateful for COVID related donations we have received.
Online, our Facebook page keeps us linked to the community.
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Behind the scenes we continue on, catching up on housekeeping,
maintenance and repairs to our facilities. The luxury of time has
allowed us to plan new displays, take online training courses, and
organize files. The Museum has been tented for
termites and at the Historical Park a new roof is
scheduled for the Ferrando House in October.
Regular work days (following COVID-safe
guidelines) have kept the Historical Village safe &
inviting for the many visitors that come seeking
opportunities to get outdoors. We are pleased
to be able to offer a refuge where they can
explore both our county’s cultural and natural
history, and catch some fresh country air, nice
walking and bird-watching!
We hope you and yours are weathering this
storm and are well. We look forward to seeing
you in those better days we know are ahead.

Volunteer
Work Days
Painting continues
at the Park 9am-1pm
Meet at Dance Hall
Nov 7, Dec 5

2021 Events
(Tentative)
April: Brookdale Bluegrass
May: Barn Sale
June: Membership Picnic
August:
Good Old Fashioned
Bluegrass Festival
August 13-15
September:
Civil War Days
Sept 17-19

CIVIL WAR DAYS PLANNING
New Board member and longtime friend of the Historical Society, Wes Leiser stepped up last Fall and has been working
steadily since then to help plan a new and invigorated Civil War
Days re-enactment event. The National Civil War Association
(NCWA) is eager to work with Wes to build the Tres Pinos
event up to a major re-enactment community event. Sadly, the COVID-19 situation
has forced the NCWA to postponed this year’s
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The silver lining to this story is that the commu-
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be put to use for next year’s event. Wes and
his crew will be scouring the community for
sponsors and event volunteers. Friday’s School
Day event is always popular and schools and
homeschoolers are encouraged to participate.
The educational value of the Civil War history lesson is especially on point in today’s

political climate. We look forward to seeing you Sept 17-19 for Civil War Days 2021!

N o r m a n D i ke :
D i s t i n g u i s h e d Vo l u n t e e r a t Pa r k
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Susie Echaore-McDavid
Linda Vacarrezza
Sharlene Van Rooy

We were honored to have
Norman Dike visit the Historical Park this summer. He had

Museum Docent
Jamie Froom

just celebrated his 99th birth-

Jamie opens the Museum to the
public on Fridays and Saturdays
from 10-2 thanks to a generous
grant from Community
Foundation.

day! A general contractor by
trade, Norm put in 16 years
volunteering his expertise as
the Park’s early buildings were
brought in and re-constructed.
Norm describes the re-construction of the Woods Cabin,
which now houses the Visitor Center.

to San Benito County in 1946.
He and wife Betty raised their family here and Norm stayed busy with his contracting

business, retiring in 1992. He met Historical Park founders Dick Hill, Jack O’Donnell,

and Fred LaSelve who convinced him to come out to the Park and see what they were
up to. 16 years of dedicated volunteering (and resulting stories) followed.
Thank you, Norm, for all your years of dedication, expertise and support to The Historical Park! You are welcome back any time!

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org
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event (and all their other events) until 2021.
nity outreach and planning work done so far will

Born in Vermont, Norm came
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THANK YOU EVERYONE!
We look forward to opening
our facilities again
when it is COVID-19
safe to do so.
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Tim Moore Joins
SBCHS Directors!

Janie Lausten
We’ve received word that Janie Lausten,
longtime friend and supporter of the
Historical Society, is pulling up stakes
from San Benito County and has headed
north to spend more time with family.

We welcome Tim Moore,
who joined our Board of
Directors in January.
Tim I worked for 30 years
as environmental geologist, in reclamation of
historic abandoned mines
and other industrial restoration projects. Many of
these projects were in
Southern San Benito County, such as the New Idria
mercury mine complex,
historic machinery and artifacts were salvaged and donated to
Coalinga Museum (ore carts, hard rock mining tools, a large oil
well drilling derrick and other 100 yr old mineral extraction
and processing artifacts). Tim documented such historic resources using before and after photographs and salvage artifacts that could be used in museum settings for public education.

We will miss you, Janie, and wish you all
the best.

Preservation
Campaign:
Sincere thanks to our
generous donors who
have brought the fund
so close to the goal:

Goal:
$30,000
$28,980
current
As we complete projects,
the pot gets depleted.
Please consider pitching
in what you can so our
volunteers can stay busy!

We welcome Tim’s expertise and look forward getting to know
him!

Essential Work Days
With sheltering in place we find ourselves with pent-up energy and a
desire to get outside. Maintaining the Historical Park facilities is considered essential work and we are grateful for volunteers. Maintaining
social distancing with a smile is Franz Schneider (right).
Social distancing is easy at the Park and it feels good to get things
done. You can only binge watch so much Downton Abby.

SBCHS
498 5th St.,
Hollister, CA 95023.

Next work day is Saturday, Nov 7, 9am-1pm meeting at the
Historical Park Dance Hall to sign in. Bring your own mask,
gloves & water to drink. All tools supplied. Some will be gardening &
tidying displays, most will be concentrating on prepping/painting fences
& buildings for the next few months. All skill levels are welcome!
Call Anita (831)801-8518 if you’d like to join in!

Thanks in Advance!!

WISH LISTS

Franz Schneider, always ready
with a smile

Thanks in Advance!!

Do you by chance have one of these gathering dust?
We’re happy to pick it up & put it to good use!

Do you have these skills & some
spare time to put them to work?
We’d love to talk!



Milk cans and/or ? for upcoming dairy display



Restoring vintage artifacts



Canning jars (vintage for display, newer for
fundraisers)



Small engine repair



Golf cart /club car with carryall-type back



Social Media savvy



Chainsaw pole pruner



Window glazing



Carpentry

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org

The Preservation
Campaign seeks funds to
patch, paint and protect
the buildings at the Historical Village and the
Wapple House Museum.
Please consider a donation to our current campaign through the link on
our web site sbchistoricalsociety.org
or mail a check to:

Thanks!
We couldn't do it
without you!

Thank You
For Your Support
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San Benito Gives Community Auction

Save the dates! Have some fun!!
The Historical Society will be taking part in the online San Benito Gives Community Auction, brought to us by
the Community Foundation of San Benito County.
Beginning October 9, check out our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/sbchistoricalsociety
for updates, auction previews and how to register to bid. We have some enticing items to bid on!
See you online Nov 13-17 for the online Auction!

Remembering Helen Barnes
December 15, 1928 - July 12, 2020

Helen R. Barnes was a longtime friend of the Historical Society. For many
years she diligently kept a newspaper clipping file for our Research Room. She
passed away at her Hollister home at the age of 91. She was born in Hollister
and lived here all of her life. She is preceded in death by her husband, Carl,
who passed away in 2003. She was a member of Sacred Heart Church and
served as county treasurer for many years.
She is survived by her children, Wayne Barnes (Lorna) of Watsonville, Sharon
Alexander (Stephen) of Yerington, NV and Carolyn Tortorelli (Paul) of Hollister. her sisters and brother, Rose Zgragen of Hollister, Clare Devencenzi of
Reno, NV and Anthony (Sonny) Silva of Notasulga, AL She is preceded in death
by her brother and sister, Alfred Silva and Mary Walker.
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