
  

 

 

 

The Virtual 122
nd

 Annual       
Session and Congress of     
Christian Faith Formation 

June 27—30, 2021 via Zoom 
 

Theme: We are BGC... 

Bringing People Together,  

Growing  Churches, and  

Changing Communities! 
Act 1:8, Matthew 9:35-38, Mark 10:13-16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Package-Messenger Fee: $50.00 
—Includes Virtual  & Conference 
Call session link via Zoom & an 

electronic souvenir journal of the 
Annual Session.  

 

Dr. James E. Victor, Jr. 
President 

Rev. Milton P. Bunting 
1st Vice President &  

Program Chair 

Dr. Leo Whitaker 
Executive Minister 
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President Victor’s Focus for 
2020-2022 

The following is a statement of objec-
tives which I feel we need to prioritize 
going forward considering the current 
social, political, and spiritual climate.  
They are merely listed but not in any 
ascending or descending order of im-
portance.  I imagine that some of these 
ideas are already in the works or are 
long-standing ministry efforts of the 
Convention; however, the contempo-
rary contexts mandates emphasis. 

 A voting education, registration, and 
GOTV campaign emphasizing early 
voting for all elections. 

 As the Census results come in, we 
need to have a push for BGC 
churches to emphasize participation 
and registration and follow the ben-
efits that the Census produces. 

 Mental Health Wellness Webinars 

 History/Oral History Project to up-
date the convention’s illustrious 
history 

 Committee on Inclusion to ensure 
and augment both gender and age 
inclusion 

 On-line Tutoring developed across 
the state for students who must 
now learn in virtual classrooms 

 Seminars/Webinars for developing 
an On-line presence for churches, 
especially in rural precincts 

 Round-Table talks or even TED style 
talks from subject matter experts 
from the School of Theology and 
other places about what Church will 
look like in the future after the seis-
mic shifts brought on by the pan-
demic 

  Some effort to address food in-
security by pairing Black farmers 
with Black Churches to develop a 
distribution network 

 Have discussion about develop-
ing a long-range strategic plan 
that is not personality/
presidentially driven to ensure 
the future direction of the Con-
vention.  With the tenure of the 
president being reduced to a two
-year term, coupled with the 
quick shifts in context in the 
Commonwealth, we need direc-
tion for the Convention that out-
last the presidency of any elect-
ed leader in order to maintain 
the Convention’s relevance. 

The Reverend Dr. James E. Victor, Jr. 

President 

122nd Annual Session and Congress of Christian Faith Formation Lecture Series Book  
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BGCVA  Thematic Focus for the Virtual 122nd Annual Session 

! 
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Some of Our Sponsors of the Virtual 122nd Annual Session 

Please take the time and give us your ideas, suggestions and events that we can employ for our Thematic Focus. 

Use the following link to share: https://forms.gle/vUZPjYnz35rAoFwz6 
 

! 
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BGCVA 2021 Champion  
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122nd Annual Session and Congress of Christian Faith Formation Week At A Glance  
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122nd Annual Session and Congress of Christian Faith Formation Classes  

9:00AM – 11:30AM 
Congress of Christian Faith Formation Classes 

(1) The Post-Pandemic 
Church: Governance for 
the In-Person & Virtual 
Body of Christ 

Come learn how to develop a ministry that embraces virtual membership! What is a virtual mem-
ber?  What rights does a virtual member have within your church?  Can members hold dual member-
ships in more than one church?  How do you evangelize/increase your virtual congregation? Most 
church constitutions do not address the need for pandemic era, virtual meetings.  Come learn essential 
church bylaw revisions necessary for the governance and management of the post pandemic church. 
Come learn hybrid ministry options that enable you to create a strategy for reaching virtual church 
members while maintaining strong commitments to your in-person congregation. 

(2) Somebody's Calling 
My Name: Knowing Our 
Ancestors & Remember-
ing Sacred Spaces 

This session will provide training for new and current Church Historians, History Committee members 
and others.  The attendees will learn the basics of genealogy (your family history); how to research; 
document and archive all data related to developing church history and archives.  Learn more about the 
Dominion Energy sponsored Sacred Places:  Church History, Cemeteries and Lands Project. 

(3) Preparing to Re-
Gather: Re-opening 
Guidelines and Best  
Practices for Churches 

Many churches/houses of worship really desire to gather as a congregation in their worship facility as 
soon as possible. What are the risks? How do we safely minimize the risks?  Well, ask the expert! 
Brotherhood Mutual, our BGCVA Ministry Insurance Partner will answer all of your detailed ques-
tions for re-opening your church safely. 

(4) Stewardship,           
Finances, and Giving: 
The Effects of a Corona-
virus Age and Beyond 

The world has changed and IS changing! What does this mean for the operation of the church? What 
does this mean for “being a good steward”? What does this mean for church finances and operations? 
How does the church remain faithful to its stewardship mandate? While truth does not change, and God 
does not change — our methods of ministry must change if we are to remain effective in reaching our 
communities with the hope of Jesus Christ. This class will explore answers to these questions and 
more! 

(5) AARP Healthy Living 
Series 

This series will cover new brain health information, chair exercises, cooking demonstration, and seg-
ments on Caring for Caregivers that feature AARP video testimonials and demonstrations. 

(6) Social Justice with 
Virginia Interfaith Power 
& Light 

As caretakers of God’s Creation, learn more about how caring for the earth guarantees our right to 
breathe clean air, have access to water, move freely upon this sacred earth, to access and eat healthy 
foods and, own and care for the land.  During these sessions participants will dive into what it means to 
care for Creation while exploring the intersections of race and environment.  Please register for this 
session to gain a deeper understanding of how our faith is enhance through creation and calls us to take 
action to protect our earthly home. 

(7) Empowering Healthy 
Families 
  

Healthy Children, Healthy Families (HCHF) sessions will provide the specifics of this 9-week program 
that supports families in making changes leading to healthier eating and activity patterns, one step at a 
time.  Through dialogue and collaborative action, we help families create healthier environments where 
children live, learn, and play. 

(8) Planning and          
Executing an Exceptional 
Virtual VBS 

Participants in this class will gain valuable knowledge on how to organize and implement a virtual 
VBS. Using the “hot off the press” BGCVA Virtual VBS materials, written by persons across Virginia, 
participants will explore ways in which their church or association can offer a creative and engaging 
virtual VBS.  

(9) Medicare Matters! 

10,000 baby boomers are turning 65 every day!  If you are already on Medicare or if you need to re-
view your current Medicare plans to make changes - Join us!  Are you turning 65 soon?  Are you retir-
ing now, or will you continue to work?  Are you currently receiving social security benefits?  Will you 
need to help to enroll in Medicare A and Part B?  These questions and more will be addressed. 

(10) Zoom Me In! Virtual 
Rules of Engagement on 
Zoom 

Did you know that etiquette involves more than just table manners? Whether in person or on the phone, 
or virtual etiquette involves the way we act when we interact with or in the presence of others.  Using 
practical rules for engagement, this class offers manners that allow all persons to engage in more mean-
ingful ways with others virtually. 

(11) Children & Youth 
(Ages 7-17 only) 

Children and youth will explore sacred spaces and examine ways to preserve oral and written histories. 
They will have encounters with personalities, places, and objects that teach about sacred spaces. The 
youth will experience various models of ministry that will develop faith formation. All youth classes 
will take place Monday-Wednesday from 9am -12:30pm. 
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122nd Annual Session and Congress of Christian Faith Formation Registrations Form 
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VBS Time is Almost HERE! Introducing BGCVA’s FIRST VBS Curriculum!!! 

Newly Released! 

Sacred Spaces:  Generations Together – 
Preserving the Gift of Our Heritage 

(A Curriculum inspired by the BGCVA Sa-
cred Spaces grant. Written and produced 
by –  BGCVA Churches ACROSS Virginia– 
Spring, 2021) 

Objective To produce a core VBS curricu-
lum for all ages that addresses the im-
portance of the Historic Preservation of 
African American Sacred Spaces  (family 
cemeteries/courthouse records/etc. for 
ancestorial research,  across Virginia and 
beyond.  Thus, enabling all ages to gain a 
better understanding of, and preserving, 
who we are as African American Christians 
who are Baptist. 

Curriculum Given the objective, the curric-
ulum will introduce students of all ages to 
the need for Historic Preservation of Afri-
can American Sacred Spaces,  i.e.: Church 
cemeteries, Family graveyards, etc.   

Students will have the opportunity to ex-
plore their family heritage and church his-
tory as a springboard for understanding 

who they are and the lasting contributions of 
their ancestors to their family today; and, 
hope for tomorrow. 

Kit Includes:  

1. Teachers’ Guide – (Includes 5 lessons 
with teaching process & points; creative 
activities, etc.) 

2. Student Book 

3. Resource Guide (Activities for class and 
home) 

Cost $50.00 Per Church electronically  

Music: 

Mr. Willis Barnett, writer, and composer 
(1992) 

The Reverend Serenus Churn, Singer and 
Musician; Member, BGCVA Commission on 
Faith Formation; and BGCVA Worship & Arts 
Commission; Pastor, High Street Baptist 
Church, Roanoke 

The Reverend Steven Hayes; Associate Minis-
ter and Musician, High Street Baptist Church, 
Roanoke 

Mrs. Mary Trigg-Hayes; Musician, High Street 

Baptist Church, Roa-
noke  

Additional Suggested 
Resources: 

Gould-Champ, Patri-
cia A., PhD.   Pamela 
Goes To Church.  
DGR Christian Books Publishers, Richmond, 
Virginia, 2010. 

King, Shani Mahiri.  Have I Ever Told You Black 
Lives Matter?  Tilbury House Publishers, Til-
bury House Publishers, Thomaston, ME., 2021.  

Reid, Kristi Giullory.  Harper Counts Her Bless-
ings.  Kristi Guillory Reid, Publisher, 2021. 

Smith, Jessie Carney, PhD.  Black Firsts – 500 
Years of Trailblazing Achievements and 
Ground-Breaking Events, Fourth Edition.   Visi-
ble Ink Press, 2021.  

Freeman, Tyrone McKinley, PhD. Madam C. J. 
Walker's Gospel of Giving: Black Women's 
Philanthropy During Jim Crow.   University of 
Illinois Press, 2020. 

Call 804-228-2421 or email  info@bgcva.org for 
more information. 
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Virginia Board of Elections: 
 
1. Registration - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/   
2. Absentee and Early Voting - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-

ballot/absentee-voting/ 
Registration Drive Training - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/
registration-drives/ 

4. Become and Officer of Election - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/officer-of
-elections/ 

5. Become a Poll Worker - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/officer-of-
elections/ 

Virginia Primary Elections are Tuesday, June 8th!  
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Attention All Youth Pastors, 
Youth Directors, and Youth 
Workers 

BGCVA inviting you to join the Baptist 
General Convention of Virginia's Youth 
Ministry Advisory Team (YMAT). Togeth-
er, we will plan, implement, evaluate 
and elevate BGCVA'S Youth Ministry in 
conjunction with both our 28 associa-
tions and 1079 churches. The YMAT will 
develop and design strategic plans and 
programs and other events in your area 
as well as give leadership to statewide 
engagements. 

The virtual meetings are each Thursday 
at 7:00 PM and the special virtual train-
ing sessions are on the 2nd Saturday of 
each month at 9:00 AM. 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82102131267?
pwd=N0lDSk93NFJ0ZnRIdXBiWGVJL3FLZ
z09 

Meeting ID: 821 0213 1267 

Passcode: 5yUatT 

Dial by phone: +1 301 715 8592  

Meeting ID: 821 0213 1267 

Passcode: 778991 

For questions or concerns, please feel 
free to contact Executive Minister  Whit-
aker 804-228-2421 (office) or               
executiveminister@bgcva.org. 

We look forward to working with you! 

Homegoing Celebrations 

 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and 
good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in 
every good deed and word.  2 Thessalonians 2:16-17  
 
On behalf of President Victor, Executive Minister Whitaker, staff, and officers of the 

Baptist General Convention, our 
thoughts and prayers continue to be 
with the families of the following pas-
tors, who have transitioned into eternal 
rest in 2020. 
 

<— The Reverend  Dr. Victor L. Davis, Sr. 
 

Brother James E. Coleman, Sr. —> 

Register at  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-mental-health-first-aid-
certification-class-registration-157852542203 
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