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33" Sunday in ordinary time

16™ November 2025
Weekend Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim Parish £341 £998
Sun 9:00am Gargory  11:00am Dromara Prop of Faith £267 £513
Thank you for your continued contributions
Weekday Masses
Mon 9.00am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet Do This in Memory
Tues 9:00am Dromara The preparation for First Holy Communion
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim continues on 22nd & 23rd November.
Fri  7:30pm Dromara The children are asked to bring a leaf or a card

‘We pray for our recently deceased

©

Jim McEvoy, Castlewellan Rd, Gargory
Elizabeth Travers, Islandmoyle
Shane Fitzpatrick, Rathfriland

Sat 15t

Mon 17tk
Wed 19th

Sat 22nd

Sun 16th

Fri 21st

Sun 23rd

Sat 22nd

Sun 23rd

ANNIVERSARIES

Leitrim
Kieran McCrickard
Rita O’'Hare
P D Cunningham
Patrick & Susan Rice
James & Ellen O'Hare
Mick, Mary & Michael Cassidy
Ryan, Hugh & Roseann Doyle

Dromara
Mary McEvoy (Ardtanagh)
& Bridget Gorman
Seamus & Betty McEvoy & Deceased
Family Members
Deceased Members of Dromara CLG
Patrick Moore MM

Dechomet
Mary Ellen O’Hare

Qm’gm’y

James & Doreen Gribben

SVP contact numbers

Dromara 07738 838191/Drumg 07825 419067

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding

Stephen Sherry 07301 246329

safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

with the name(s) of a loved one who has died.

Pope John Paul IT Award
Opportunities for young people, 16/17 years old,
do you volunteer for a charity, your youth club,
sports club or something else? Perhaps you help
in your Parish? If yes, then you are welcome to
sign up to the Pope John Paul II Award.

If you are not already a volunteer join us.
Signing up to the Award is a great way to
become a volunteer, to meet other like-minded

people and to make a difference.

If you want more information or to sign up,
please email the Dromore Diocese
Youth Director, Frances McNally on

youthdirector@dromorediocese.org
or phone 028 30833898

Mary’s Meals - Double the Love
Mary’s Meals is keeping the promise of a daily
school meal to over 3 million children in 16
countries. Our Double the Love Campaign has just
launched, and all donations will be doubled by a
group of generous supporters, up to £1.1million.
Further details and Christmas Cards/Gifts available
at www.marysmeals.org.uk or
Freephone 0800 698 1212

SVDP Christmas Appeal 2025
Thank you for your continued support
throughout the year. Last year your kind
donations raised £2,160 for the Christmas Appeal,
this money and more was spent here in the parish.
If you wish to contribute, please take a blue
envelope from the back of the chapel and return it
to the collection boxes over the month of December.
Or you may wish to make a donation to
St. Patrick’s Svp Drumgooland
Sort code 93-83-51
Account no. 07440031
All your donations will be spent in this area.
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IARD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday~1§T+Message

THE WORD

TO GIVE
COURAGEOUS

WITNESS

LK 21:5-19

Intoday's Gospel, Jesus warng his followers of tough times ahead. The Church should
brace itzelf for is a time of persecution. s members will know betrayal, even from
family members and close friends. Above all, its witness to the truth will make it highly
unpopular. And s0 it has proven

Countless Christians have glvan thelr Ives for the Gospel over the centurles. If anything, the
NUmbers are ncreasing. Rememier Fr acgues Hamel, the 2ldedy French prisst murdersd In
2016 while e celebrated Mags In a Harmandy church. Or the Image of 3 long Iine of young
mien kneeling i n arld degert, each with an executioner standing oehind nim. They were
miartyred Because they were Coptic Chrlstans.

Kartyrdom takes other forms, too. 45 Pope Francls states In Gaudete st Exsultate
*Pareecutions are not a reallty of the past, for today too we expenence them, whether by the
ghadding of blood, 25 15 the case with 5o many contemparary martyTs, or by more subtie
mieans, by slander and 126, Jesus calis us blessed whan people ‘utter all kincs of evil against
you falsely on my account.” At other imes, persecution can take the form of glbes that try to
carlcature our falth and make us eem rigcuous.”

I qur madern EIJDiE[jI; o Sdy youang a Christian Is 12 Imvite scorm. Matlonal and soclal media
are especially hastie to the church and religion. it 16 3 cold climate for peopie of faith.

In the Sermaon on the Mount, the final beatitude rafers to two types of persacution - martyrdom
and suffering for the sake of the kingoom. IT's unikely we will De put to death for our falth, but

It |5 IIkely we will be askad to suffer the sacond type of martyrdom - the opposHion that comes
Trom keing [dentified as Christan.

Being 3 committed Chrlstian lsn't 2asy. “Jesus Nimsal wamE Us thatthe path ne proposes
po=E 292t the flow, even making us challengs soolety Dy the way we llve and, &5 a result,
pecoming a nulsance,” writes Pope Francls. “He reminds us how many peagle have been, and
gtil are, persecuted simply because they siruggle for justice, becauss they take serlowsly ther
cammitment to Ged and ta othars. Unless we wish to sink Ints an obecure mediocsty, let us not
lang far an easy Iife, for ‘whoever would ave his Iife will lose It

*In Iving the Gospel, we cannot expect that everytning will be easy, for the thirst for power
ang waorlgly Interests often stands In our way,” Wams Poge Francls. Living the Gospel “will b2
viewed negatively, regarded with suspician, and met with Adicule.

“Whatewar wearness and pain we may experience In Iving the commancment of love and
fallowing the way of |ustice, the cross remains the source of our growth and sanctfication”
Pape Francls continues. “We must never forget that when the New Testament t2lis us we will
Rave to enoure sutfering for the Gospel's 5ake, It speaks precisely of pereecution.”

J2suE’ final words In today's Gospel are consoling. God will ake account of every Wikness given
ta the truth; none of It wil be forgatien, for even the halrs of the bellever's head are numered.
Endurance and patience wil be the hallmark viriues of Chrlstlans under persecution. B

PRAY
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REFLECT

& manks hat a majar decision

| to make. An lslamic Insurgency

was taking place In Algeria, and

marvy Ives were beling lost. A community
of French Trappists had Bved In the
menastery of Tibhirne for decaces, i
hanmiary with the local Musim population.
Maw, thelr narmany was baing disrupted,
and tha monks had to deckie whetner
to get out of the country. They chose to
remaln. Despite the growing danger, they
secided to stand In solidarity with the
towrspaople. They agread on the moral
Imgartance of malntaining thel pressnce
with the locals, even when Taced with
vipdence and seath. On the night of 26-27
March 1996, terrorists selzed saven of the
monkes and took them iy Two manths
later, thelr bodies were discavered. They
had ghven teir Ives out of love for God
and Goo's people. Thelr story |5 tald In the
bautiful flim 'Of Gods and Men.

Blxt=en years earler, American lay
mitsskanary, Jean Dongwvan, faced a simliar
dlemma. in 1980, El 2alvador was In the
mikddie of such a brutal elvil war that the
Amencan Peaca Corps withdraw thelr
volunteers from the courtry. They were
afrakd Gowernment death squacs waould
target them. Jaan's anxious parants
wanted her i leave oo, But she chase

1o 6igy. 3he wrote o a friend: “The Peace
Corp left taday and my Neart sank low.
The danger |5 extrems and they were
right to l2ave... How | LGt 3EEEEE Ty 0w
posltion because | am nat up far sucide.
Several imes | have declded to leave El
‘Balvador. | aimost could, except for the
children, the poor, bruksad victims of this
Insanity. Wino woulkl care for them™

Though afrakd far her Iife, Jezn
owercome her fear and declded to 513]'.
On 2 December 1980, she and three
Maryknol GIETEns were taken from thelr
car and mursered by members of the EI
Salvadaran I'TH"'[ET!'I: Jeanwas 27 ¥aars
oid When §he became 3 martyr. Her story
i5 toid In the beautiful film “Chalces of the
Heart'

SAY
“Lard, I thank you fior my Ealth.
Help me to live it courageoushy.”

The Christian witnessas to the fatth at al times
and In all places

The Christian Is hapgy to suffer for the sake of
the Kingaom of Gad

Pray for the Church and for Chistians
everywhere that they will always winess to and
@EHH tne truth, no matter how HQEI'B‘.IE It
may be.

Speak kD someans abaut why your faith |s
Imgortart o yoa.



