

Naunton Parish Council
Clerk’s Report for 
Monday 18th March to 15th May 2024

Supporting documents for meeting on 20th May 2024
Please note that the majority of documents required for the meeting are included as links to OneDrive.  This is to reduce the number of pages and the size of the attachments. 

	Agenda item 8
	20 mph 
	2

	Agenda item 9
	Quarry traffic
	2

	Agenda item 10
	Trees
	3 - 4

	Agenda item 11
	GAPTC
	5

	Agenda item 12
	Planning
	6

	Agenda item 13
	Insurance
	6

	Agenda items 15 - 18
	To approve the Certificate of Exemption, 
the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return), Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the Annual Return), 
To note dates for the period for the Exercise of Public Rights (3rd June to 12th July)
	6

	Agenda items 19 - 21
	To review and adopt the Standing Orders, the Financial Regulations and the 
Asset Register (unchanged since new playground equipment added) 

	7

	Agenda item 22
	Assets and risk assessment.  Link to list of potential replacement benches with photographs.
	7




Matters arising from previous meeting	follows the agenda item documents on page 7.					  


[bookmark: _Hlk166522758]Agenda item 8 -  Link to RoSPA 20 mph  information : https://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/road-safety/employers/guide-to-20mph-limits.pdf

Agenda item 9 – Quarry traffic
See email below received from GCC Minerals Planning Office :

From: DRAKE, Robin <Robin.DRAKE@gloucestershire.gov.uk>
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 6:55 PM
To: MACKENZIE-CHARRINGTON, Cllr Mark <Mark.Mackenzie-Charrington@gloucestershire.gov.uk>; BIRCHLEY, Andy <Andy.Birchley@gloucestershire.gov.uk>
Cc: Naunton Parish Council <nauntonpc@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Naunton Annual Meeting Monday 20th May 2024
 
Dear Cllr. Mackenzie-Charrington,
 
Thank you for forwarding recent correspondence received from Naunton Parish Council.
 
I can confirm that officers are aware of a number of emerging and longstanding issues associated with the evolving operations at Grange Hill Quarry. Andy’s colleague Marcus Sparrow and Jason Betty, one of the planning development management case officers are already in detailed discussion with the site operator following several scheduled monitoring and investigative site visits to Grange Hill Quarry in recent months. I understand that colleagues in the local Highways Management team and Lead Local Flood Authority have also been engaged.
 
Local concern over the condition of the road amongst a number of other environmental matters have been recorded. However, HGVs routing down Summerhill is not a complaint I am familiar with for this site, although that doesn’t mean it is an issue that Marcus is not already seeking to resolve.
 
I have a scheduled meeting including both Marcus and Andy tomorrow and I will make sure this matter is brought to their attention.
 
Kind regards,
 
Robin Drake MRTPI
Team Manager | Development Mgmt. and Minerals & Waste Planning
Gloucestershire County Council 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk


Agenda item 10 – Large Trees
On Sun, 12 May 2024 at 09:17, David Pickup <the.pickups@btinternet.com> wrote:
Maxi
Could you please add something about parishioners being aware of trees on their property becoming so large that they block light to other properties and could cause damage when they grow tall/broad if caught by high winds!
Thank you
David

Hi David
Because the PC doesn't have a long distribution list sending minutes out which include that message wouldn’t reach many people directly. But the other option might be a bit too much - leafletting everyone.  Which leaves talking to or leafletting or writing to those whose trees are causing problems.   

I checked on CDC and there isn't any advice re specifically on what to do if your neighbour's trees are blocking light, but there is advice if it's a hedge.  The relevant pages lead on to more detailed documents - :Over the garden hedge - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)       Resolving neighbour disputes: High hedges, trees and boundaries - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Here is the text from the CDC site:

High hedges, trees and boundaries
You must try to settle a dispute about a high hedge informally before the council can intervene.
Ask your council for a complaint form if the hedge is all of these:
· 2 or more mostly evergreen or semi-evergreen trees or shrubs
· over 2 metres tall
· affecting your enjoyment of your home or garden because it’s too tall
You might have to pay the council a fee to consider your complaint.
Read more about complaining to your council about a high hedge.
When you can trim hedges or trees
You can trim branches or roots that cross into your property from a neighbour’s property or a public road.
You can only trim up to the property boundary. If you do more than this, your neighbour could take you to court for damaging their property.
If you live in a conservation area, or the trees in the hedge are protected by a ‘tree preservation order’, you might need your council’s permission to trim them.
If your property borders a road
The highways authority can ask you to cut back hedges or trees on your property if they’re causing an obstruction in the road. If you refuse, they can go into your property without your permission to do the work themselves. They may charge you for this.
Property damage from hedges
Your neighbour is responsible for maintaining their hedges so they do not, for example, damage your property or grow too high. If they do damage your property, your neighbour may be liable.


Their advice is to talk to the person whose hedge is causing the problem.  They also explain when you can cut down offending branches. Making a complaint to the council costs £550 and you have to have tried to sort the problem out amicably first.  There would be other costs if it went to court. 

Regards

Maxi

Maxi Freeman
Parish Clerk and RFO
Naunton Parish Council




Agenda item 11 – Membership of GPFA
Please see below letter from GPFA explaining the benefits of membership: 
 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION
Working to Improve Sport and Play Facilities
President: Sybil Ruscoe DL Chairman: Mr Nigel Thick Secretary: Ms Kay Lillington
www.glospfa.org.uk
31 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester, GL2 0JF Tel: 07504 544413 Email: secretary@glospfa.org.uk
Established 1926 ~ Registered Charity No. 314301

Ms M Freeman
Clerk to Naunton Parish Council
Charlwood, Kineton
Cheltenham
GL54 5UG 2 May 2024

Dear Maxi,

Membership Renewal 2024 – Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association
Thank you for your continued support during the past year and we hope you will renew your membership with us for the year commencing May 2024. Your Membership fee of £50 has been held at the same level as last year and a new membership form is enclosed for completion and return. It would help us tremendously if you could return this form (by email
is fine) as it will keep our records up to date and will confirm that you are happy for us to continue to contact you, in compliance with the requirements of GDPR.

We continue to work very hard across the county and your valuable support enables us to offer the following services to many organisations like your own, in Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire:
• Free regular newsletter
• Free assessment and report on your facilities
• Advice on general sources of funding and fundraising
• Advice on purchase and setting up of recreational areas/playgrounds
• Advice on refurbishing play areas
• Advice on suitability of play equipment, safety surfaces and their installation
• Technical advice on most aspects of sports ground equipment and management
• Access to grants and loans towards the provision of play and recreational facilities
• Provide advice on the Trustees’ and Committees’ areas of responsibility for play areas
• Reduced fees for training events we organise
• Liaise with councils in Gloucestershire to save playing fields in the county from development
• The GPFA Honourable Company of Gloucestershire Award for talented young sporting stars

I do hope you will wish to continue to support our hardworking charity and together we can improve playing fields throughout the county.

Yours sincerely

Kay Lillington
Secretary/Advice Officer

Agenda Item 12 - Planning  Skip outside Littons – response from GCC Highways:


Good morning Maxi,
 
Thank you for emailing in regarding the skip in Naunton.
 
I approved this application on the 29th of April for the skip providing it is coned and lit.
 
It will be in situ for 28 days.
 
Any further concerns do let me know.
 
Kind regards,
 
Tim Harris
Area Highways Representative
Highways Gloucestershire County Council
 
Tel: 08000 514 514 | Email: Highways@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Bearland | Block 5 | Gloucester | GL1 2TG

I’ve sent 2 further mails to confirm that the skip is licensed or use on the verge/island but have not received a response. 

Agenda item 13 – Insurance
Insurance is due to be renewed on 20th June 2024.  Two quotes have been received:
	
	1 year 
	3 year

	Community First (current and long term supplier)
	£ 457.84 

	£434.94

	Clear Insurance 
	£422.09
	n/a



Cover seems to be virtually identical.

Agenda items 15 to 21- Links are provided here.  Documents will also be sent separately to reduce the size of this report.
15) To approve the Certificate of Exemption for 2023/2024 as neither income nor expenditure exceeded £25,000)
16) To approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return) for 2023/2024
17) To approve Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the Annual Return) for 2023/2024
Link to document containing items 15 – 17 inc:  Annual Return Form 2 for PC_2023-24_e completed.pdf
18) To note dates for the period for the Exercise of Public Rights (3rd June to 12th July)
Exercise of public rights 2023-24-exempt-authorities.docx
19) To review and adopt the Standing Orders for Naunton Parish Council 
Standing orders updated May 2024.pdf
20) To review and adopt the Financial Regulations for Naunton Parish Council (Note: new Model Financial Regulations have been drafted by NALC.  Clerk has adapted the model Financial Regulations to reflect Naunton PC e.g. remove refs to committees, remove refs to Wales etc.  But note that items 4.4 and 5.5 require further clarification from GAPTC. Financial regulations May 2024.pdf
21) To review the Asset Register (unchanged since new playground equipment added) Asset Register May 2024 with photographs.docx
Agenda item 22 – Bench
See range at this link:  Benches 1.8 m May 2024.docx



Matters arising

*	Clerk requested three insurance quotes. Two have been received. 
* 	Clerk followed up with CDC planning enforcement and CDC councillor Wilkins regarding Golf Course infringements.
*	Clerk appointed auditors
* 	Clerk ordered a free portrait of King Charles III for the Cricket Pavilion 
* 	Clerk forwarded information eg. Councillor networking, speeding app to councillors
*	Clerk sent 2 further emails to GCc Highways re new grit bins
*	Clerk calculated VAT claim and submitted it to HMRC.
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