We are going to start today with a little drawing exercise.  


We are not doing art by any means, 



more like illustrating a story problem.  

I normally give you what Zechariah saw, 


but you only hear it.  


So I want to have you draw what you are hearing.  

I have left space in the bulletin for you to illustrate this passage.  


As we do so, 



you will discover a number of issues that this passage presents for interpretation.  

Once we are aware of the issues, 


it will be easier to move forward 


and hear what God may intend us to understand from the vision.  

The tricky part of interpretation is, 


do my rules work all the way through?  

A number of commentators tried to play fast and loose with this passage


 and said that the colors of the horses did not matter, 


but the direction did. 

The danger there being, 


if some details have great correspondence to world events


 and some don't, 



how do I know which ones matter?  

We will see this in a bit.  


But let us start with the eighth and final passage.  

Which, 


if you will remember 8 weeks ago, 


should correspond in some ways with the first vision of Zechariah.  

So as I read the passage, 


let's draw out what we are seeing together.
I looked up again—.  


Here is Zechariah looking up.  
and there before me were four chariots.  


Going to draw 4 of the best chariots ever, 



leaving some room because I know what is coming up. 
coming out from between two mountains—mountains of bronze! 


Going to draw two bronze mountains.  



Mountains are not normally made out of bronze, 




but it might keep them from falling down on the dock 





if you coated them in bronze.  




We will explore this more later. 
2 The first chariot had red horses, 


I've got a red marker.  

the second black, 


another fine specimen, 



maybe this will be fine art.  
3 the third white, 


Good things we have a whiteboard, 



because I don't have a white marker, 
and the fourth dappled 


I will use all of my colors 



because Eva has shown me all week how beautiful that is.
—all of them powerful. 


I could draw some big muscles on them, 


or some lightning bolts, 



but I am going to be easy on myself 


and say they have lots of Horsepower.  

So we have seen all this 


and Zechariah asks for further clarification.  

Not because God is as good of an illustrator as I am 


and Zechariah has to ask what this blob is, 


but because the meaning is unclear.
4 I asked the angel who was speaking to me, 


“What are these, my lord?”   

We can put Zechariah and the angel now talking down here.
5 The angel answered me, 


“These are the four spirits of heaven, 
So we now know that our horses and chariots 


are 4 spirits of heaven.
going out from standing in the presence of the Lord of the whole world. 

We can also use reverse logic 


and conclude that these Bronze pillars have some type of connection of the Lord.
6 The one with the black horses 


is going toward the north country,  
Okay, 


four spirits are probably going to cover the 4 directions, 


we will label this North. 

the one with the white horses toward the west, 

okay, working our way around the horn counter clockwise 

and the one with the dappled horses toward the south.”  

Got it, just one more to go
7 When the powerful horses went out, 

which ones are our powerful horses?  



Oh they all are.  

they were straining to go throughout the earth. 

Okay, 



I thought they had already gone, 



but they all are straining to go. 


the image I get here is the same thing you see in a sled dog team.  



They are ready to go.  



They have a job to do and are ready. 

And he said, 


“Go throughout the earth!” 
They now have permission, 


the stake has been pulled. 
So they went throughout the earth.  Off they go.
8 Then he called to me, 

He being the angel we are assuming.
“Look, those going toward the north country 


have given my Spirit rest in the land of the north.” 
Okay, 


those is plural, 



so which two teams went toward the north country?  


The chariot with the black horses 



and who else?  

Well, for now, 


they have brought peace to the North Country.
So looking at your picture 

or my picture, 


what pieces are we missing?  


What loose ends need to be tied up?  

(No one goes East, 

red horses don't go anywhere, 

What are the bronze pillars? 

Who else goes north.  

Vision 1 has red, red, brown, and white but no black horses.)
Starting at the beginning, 


from the context of the vision, 


we have clues about the bronze pillars.  

They have something to do with heaven 

or God's dwelling place 


because they are outside of where the Spirits were just standing 



in the presence of the Lord.  

1 Kings 7:15 has an extensive description of two bronze pillars 


that are on the north and south side of the portico.  

In 2 Kings 25, 


we hear that these same pillars are destroyed by Babylonians.  

In Jerusalem, 


there are also Mount Zion and Mount Olivet 



with the Valley of Jehosophat between them.  


The place where the Lord was expected to come from to judge the earth.  

We have the chariots coming from that location.
When we reach the direction that God's judgement is going, 


we see that there is no one going East 


and later hear that multiple parties are going North.  

The latter problem 


we can solve by creating another issue.  

If we were Hebrew Scholars, 


which commentators are 


and I am not, 

we would look over manuscripts 


and see two different ways the directions have been written.  

The term “westward” 


that the NIV uses to describe the white horses route


is translated in other versions as “after them.”  

The difference is the presence of a preposition.  


Depending on whether the preposition is there, 



the meaning moves from “Westward” 



to “after them.”  

Different ancient Hebrew texts have and are missing the preposition.  


The oldest, 



has the pieces necessary for “after them.”  

So we have the black and white horses heading North for our two, 


but still no one heading East 


and now no one heading West.
To which we need to lay this vision on the map 


and look at it from the perspective of Israel.  

It is situated similarly to Skagway, 


in that we have border protection guarding our North and South, 


but nothing for the East and West.  

The mountains keep us safe 


or make it so no one comes in 


or goes out that way.  

In Israel, 


the Mediterranean Sea is on the West 


and the Negev and Arabian Deserts are to the East.  

As mentioned before, 


even though Babylon is to the East, '



you always head North to get there. 

In Israel's history, 


trouble has come from the South with Egypt 


and North with Babylon and Persia.  

So a part of our minds is going to be in conflict 


with this not having 4 directions, 

but geographically, 


we should be fine.
We come to the final 


and probably most pressing issue, 

the 4th red chariot, 


where does it go?  

To answer that question


 we need to start deciding some interpretation questions.  

What do the chariots 


and different colored horses represent?  

What is the Lord showing Zechariah in this vision?  
As we get started on this trail, 


we need to remember that this vision is parallel with vision #1.  

It plays on the same themes as that vision 


and says more.  

In the first vision, 


4 horses went throughout the earth, 


like the Persian King had, 



and said all was being kept in peace.  
Peace was by force 


and not by reality 



that peace existed.  


Peace was kept, 



not made.  

The colors of the horses are similar to vision 1, 


but differ.  

In vision 1 


they are red, brown, and white, 


and a second red 



with the rider on it.  

In vision 1, 


the horses went 


and saw the way the world is.  

The natural follow up 


after seeing how the world is, 


is to want to do something about it.  

When I get to travel, 


I get to see what should be repeated in the world 


and what should change.  

I don't always find I have the power to change the river policies of Ecuador 

or have the political capital 


to make Puerto Rico the 51st state.  

But when asked about my trip, 


I share what I can 


and make people aware of the good 


and the harm that is happening where I visited.  

This vision to Zechariah 


lets him 


and Judah know 



that God does have the power 



and the resources to make such a change.  

God is not limited like you and I.  


Chariots are a sign of military power.  



They were the F-16s 



or MIG jets of the ancient world.  


God's jets were powered by different colored horses.  

Which at minimum means 


God has great resources.  
For most of my life, 


I had various versions of a Subaru station wagon.  


I stuck with one car.  

Compare me to Jay Leno 


and his garage of exotic cars of every make, 


model and year.  

It is not hard to tell who is richer, f


inancially speaking.  

God with his different colors and breads of horses, 


means God has mass resources and power 



God is going to come 




and bring about a peace that is different.
At this point in time, 


that had already been accomplished in the North, 

as the Persians were acting in such a way to help God's people, 


giving them their land back, 


assisting in building the temple, 


and have overthrown the Babylonians.  

God did all of this with out Israel raising an army.

Things are settled there for the time being.  


This is what verse 8 is trying to get at 



with the Spirit being at rest.  

God was bringing  a different type of peace 


than what the Persian's had brought.  

God was moving in such a way t


hat Persia was working for his kingdom at this moment in time.  

The danger with naming Persia like this, 


is that we then want to name the other kingdoms as well, 



based on the color of the horse.  

Those steeped in Daniel's and Ezekiel's visions 


do some simple 


and extraordinary connections 



to make the visions line up with history.  


The red being the already dead Babylonian army 


and Persia the white Chariot.  


The Speckled brown being the Romans, 



who made contact with the Egyptians 




and conquered them,



an extraordinary connection there.


 and the black horsed chariot meaning the Greeks.  

While plausible explanations, 


I am not at peace with them.  

Red horses are mentioned twice in the first vision 


and there, 



had a rider on one of them.  


The man in the myrtle trees. 



 A character that is often heard as Jesus Christ himself.  




He was riding on a red horse.  

There is something too final to me 


about a vision of God 



meant to give his people hope 



being completed 1800 years ago 




when the Roman Empire fell.  

End times students would say 


that the Greco-Roman Empire still lives on today 



in our customs and law.  

They might be right, 


but that is taking some big liberties 


and is pretty ethnocentric.  
I would invite you to think about this vision proclaiming 


that God's Spirit of Peacemaking '





was sent out to the world, 


through its channels to do the work of God.  

The horses had seen what was wrong 


and desired to set it right.  

In the fullness of time, 


the Lord sent them out to bring about change.  

That change happened 


when the rider of the red horse 



laid down his life.  

The most powerful 


of the powerful 



shed his crimson blood 



and brought even greater power to God, 


by becoming a servant.  

That is what visions 4 and 5 are about.  


It makes sense of the journey we have been on.  
Here is how the world currently works in vision 1.  


How God is bringing about change in visions 2 and 3.  



The establishment of a priesthood and kingly reign 




that are in service to God in 4 and 5.  


Visions 6 and 7 explain how this reign will be different.  

And finally in vision 8, 


we have the world being at peace, 



not by force.  

Instead 


the world is at peace, 



because it is no longer in conflict with God, 


because of the blood shed by the red rider.  



The rider who does not go out from Israel, 




but comes as a babe 




and dies as a criminal, 





but is resurrected as the Savior of all humanity, 



who sends his Spirit across the land 




to bring his kingdom of peace into fruition.  

That is a message that lasts 


until the Red Rider returns.  
