The Light | December | 2018
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:5-11

The greatest mystery of Christmas may not be
that God should come to live among us in
human form, but rather the kind of human that
God became: not a larger than life personality
clamoring for attention and always ready to
impress a crowd, but a humble servant, who
emptied himself of every attribute of God
which were his to claim. And the irony is, that
in the humility of God revealed in the suffering
servant Jesus Christ, the cross which to all the
world looks like the ultimate defeat, becomes
the revelation of the greatest power of God—to
love and forgive.
Mary did not know the cross lie ahead when
the angel appeared to deliver startling news.
Neither did Joseph, nor the shepherds, or the
wise men. But they did recognize that God
was not acting in predictable ways. Mary and
Joseph were ordinary folk, and the shepherds
too. But God interrupted their ordinary lives, in
ordinary and even unexpected places to
enable them to see and know that the savior of
the world is for all people.
As we prepare for our celebration of Christmas, perhaps you will pull out a nativity set, or
hang up ornaments which have a baby Jesus
on them, or maybe an angel, star, or scene
from Bethlehem. As you decorate your home,
we urge you to contemplate again the mystery
of the ordinary form in which God entered this
world, and the vulnerability and exposure to
suffering which God accepted in this role.
As you read through our Advent devotional, we
think you will be inspired by the knowledge
that the art and poetry come from the creative
mind of Andrew Weatherly, a young man who
does not allow Down Syndrome to limit his creative expression. The extraordinariness of God
is revealed in ordinary ways - to which we respond with awe and wonder.

The Joy of Growing
Learning Opportunities for
ALL AGES, Sundays at 9 AM

Tap Root Play in Worship: Dec. 9
“Nativity on the Square”

In this season of Advent we have some special
plans for all ages during the 9 AM Hour in the Lake
View Hall! Plan to be a part of the fun, inspiration
and celebration!
 Sunday, December 2: Alternative Gift Market
 Sunday, December 9: Intergenerational Christmas crafts for all ages in the Lake View
Hall! Later, our 10:30 worship will include Tap
Root Theater’s presentation of “Nativity on the
Square.”
 Sunday, December 16: Interactive Christmas
Bible activities for all ages in the Lake View Hall
 Sunday, December 23: “The Other Wise Man”
presented by storyteller Debbie Dimitre.

Laugh along with Taproot Theatre’s touring production of
Nativity on the Square, Dec. 9, during 10:30 AM worship
The statues in a downtown nativity scene have come to
life, but don’t know what they’re doing or exactly who they
are. When a homeless woman invades their Christmas
crèche her interpretation of the nativity story irritates and
reorients the statues. Laugh along with familiar characters
in this Christmas comedy about forgiveness, selflessness
and the joy of giving. Nativity on the Square is written by
Tom S. Long and directed by J. Michael Tumblin.

Advent Devotionals Available
This year’s devotional is especially meaningful
because of the art and poetry of Andrew Weatherly,
a young man who has discovered his unique
giftedness unhindered by having Down Syndrome.
Other writers are persons who have family
members who have limitations because of cognitive
or physical disabilities. The first Sunday of Advent
is December 2.

Luncheon Following Taproot Play

The Fellowship Council is providing a sandwich luncheon
for the congregation after worship on December 9. You
are invited to come meet the Taproot cast and enjoy lunch
with one another and bring Christmas cookies to share.

Office Closed After Xmas/Pastoral Care

Poinsettias for Christmas

Poinsettias will arrive Dec. 1 to grace our sanctuary
for Christmas. If you would like to purchase one of
these in memory or in honor of a loved one, the
cost is $10. Please on your check “Poinsettia” and
sign up at the information table to indicate who your
poinsettia is honoring.

The office will be closed from Dec. 25-28 with Curtis at the
Youth Unite retreat Dec. 27-30 and other staff on vacation. Pastors Charlie and Ann Lewis will be on vacation
through January 6. For pastoral needs, please contact
our Stephen Ministry leaders, Jean Hunter (425-4224447) or Marguerite Simpson (425-397-8856). Rev. Alan
Dorway, pastor at Everett P.C. is also available (425-3147749)

Preaching December 30 & January 6

We welcome Rev. Tom Salmon to the pulpit on Dec. 30
and Scott Opsahl on January 6. Tom and Scott both
served FPCS with Ken Robinson. We look forward to
having these much loved former pastors back with us
while our pastors are on vacation.

The Joy of Listening/Celebrating
Events for Young Families and All!

Christmas Eve Services: 5 & 10:30 PM

December 15: Warm Beach Festival of Lights
Every year Warm Beach Camp
puts on its annual Festival of Lights.
It would be fun to get a group
together from the church to go
together to this fun event, about 1
hour away. We can meet up at 3:30
PM and carpool/caravan from the
church. If we get a group of 20+
together the cost of the tickets is
slightly reduced. Normal cost is $16 for adults $13 for
children and 0-2 are free. Call or text Curtis for more
information or to let him know if you want to meet up.
Curtis: 425-422-7001. All ages welcome!

We will celebrate the eve of our Savior’s birth on
December 24 at 5 PM with a service oriented
toward families with children and our more traditional
service at 10:30 PM. Both services will include
candle lighting. Please invite your extended family,
neighbors and friends as this silent, holy night helps
transform us in wonder, love and praise!

Christmas Joy Offering Dec. 16
A Presbyterian tradition for over 70 years, the Christmas
Joy Offering dates back to the 1930’s, when the
Presbyterian Church began an offering to supplement
inadequate retirement income and provide supplemental
medical insurance for former ministers, missionaries,
church workers, and their families. The Board of
Pensions offers income supplements to raise incomes to
a level where retirees can live modestly and continue to
maintain their independence. In 1974 racial ethnic
education was added, and in 1979 nursing home care
assistance was also included. Funds are distributed
evenly between the Board of Pensions and racial ethnic
education. Recipients of grants large and small say that
as important as the financial assistance was, what really
sustained them was the knowledge that the church was
standing with them in their time of need. Thank you in
advance for your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering.

Kaleidoscope Students Share Talents

In coming weeks Kaleidoscope Academy students will be
sharing their talents with the congregation in worship as
well as at other times. All are invited to a Christmas
concert on Saturday, Dec. 15 from 10-11 AM at the
church. Later, on Dec. 15, Kaleidoscope students will be
playing outside on First Street in downtown Snohomish,
adding Christmas cheer to holiday visitors. Plan on
stopping by to listen and enjoy a cup of hot chocolate and
a cookie.

Deacons Offering on Christmas Eve
Our Christmas Eve offering supports the ministry of
our deacons. Our deacons assist many people in
our community in significant ways: rent, medical
needs, utilities, temporary shelter, and meals for
Community Kitchen. In addition, our deacons use
their funds for memorial receptions, hosting
luncheons for seniors, and offering care packages
for our college students. Funds for our Deacons
must be replenished each year and your offering on
Christmas Eve will enable the work of the Deacons
to continue to bless our community and those is
need.

Christmas Concerts in the Area

There are several local area concerts you might
want to consider for the Advent season:

Mill Creek Chorale 5th Annual Holiday Concert
Dec. 1, 3PM & 7PM, Everett First Presbyterian
Church
Cantabile Chamber Choir Winter Aglow!
Dec. 9, 5PM, Christ the King Lutheran Church,
Snohomish
Breath of Aire Christmas Concert,
Winter Wonderland of Song Dec 14, 7:30PM,
Aurora Community Nazarene Church, Shoreline
Bronn Journey Christmas Concert (harp)
Tue, Dec 18, Everett Performing Arts Center,
Everett
Seattle Pro Musica, Silent Night
Sat, Dec 18, 3:00PM, Bay St. University Chapel,
Kenmore

The Joy of Bringing Hope
2018 Alternative Gift
Market: Sunday, Dec. 2
9AM-1PM (closed during Worship)
Unique and delightful gifts for loved
ones (and even yourself) await you at
this year’s Alternative Gift Market!
Each
purchase
and
donation
supports ministries in our church, in our area, and around
the world. At the AGM, our gifts give twice – first to your
loved one and then to those in need.
Come early, come twice – before and after worship! Enjoy
treats from our Christmas bakers while you browse and learn
more about each of the ministries your shopping supports.
Shhh – it’s a well-known secret that there are plenty of inexpensive possibilities for children to shop for their parents and
friends at the 2nd Hand Christmas tables! Please consider
sponsoring a child in Palestine’s West Bank – our prayer is to
have each of these 40 children receive a sponsor!
Come to the AGM on Dec.2 where each gift and donation
holds the promise for improving lives!

Reaching Wide in Love to Sponsor Children!

Gaining sponsors for Palestinian children through World
Vision is our focus right now, but we have many members
who have been sponsoring children for years in several
countries. We invite all sponsors of children around the
world, no matter the organization, to send in a photo of their
sponsored child, including name, age and country. With
these photos, we will create a bulletin board of all the
children our members support. With their faces before us, we
may pray for each child, their families, community and country. Bring photos to the church office or email photos to Pat
Sanvik at steffpatsanvik@hotmail.com.

Youth Pizza Fundraiser – Pickup pizza orders on
December 16:

Help enable our youth going to winter camp by
purchasing a “Take and Bake” pizza. All funds
raised provide scholarships for students to
participate in the Unite Youth Retreat. A 14” Pizza
is only $20—and they are really good! Fill out an
order form (available on the information table or
online, email Curtis for info) and turn it in to Curtis
or one of the youth. Payment can be made now
by check or when you pick the pizza up on Dec. 16.
Students helping with this project need to be at the church by
8 AM on Dec. 16 to help.

December Underground Coffee Order
Deadline: December 9

Underground Coffee orders this
month are available at the AGM,
plus this additional order date for
delivery before Christmas. Orders
will be ready for pickup and
payment Sunday, December 16.
Sign up on the display table. The
cost of $12 per bag is a special pricing offered to the church and AGM orders this
month provide $6 per bag to support Underground
Ministries. Thank you for supporting this ministry of
restoration and transformation for ex-offenders and
gang members. Enjoy your java knowing that you
are helping others with each sip!

Prayers & Squares – Invites Helpers
Prayers and Squares, a ministry of care, prayer,
and nurture through quilts, is hoping other folks
would like to join us. Over the years, we have had
as many as 12 members, but currently, we have
five. We are not daunted – in fact we are in progress on our 130th quilt! We welcome all who are
interested to join us on Tuesday mornings
from 9:30 AM-Noon in the Lake View Hall, regardless of quilting knowledge. God finds a way to use
all our talents in this ministry.

Supporting Interfaith Shelter
As winter begins, it’s a good time to remember our
less privileged friends who do not have warm clothing during the winter months. Please place new or
"gently used" hats, scarves and gloves in the large
basket near the sanctuary doors with the other
items for the Interfaith Shelter.
Thank you for your donations.
Rita Stoess

Youth and Children needed for 5 PM
Christmas Eve service:

Any youth or children who are interested in being
involved in the 5 PM Christmas Eve service please
email curtis@snopres.org or text/call 425-422-7001.
Our family service is a more informal, relaxed and
memorable service that young people can get more
out of by participating in it.

The Joy of Serving
Snohomish Food Bank Christmas Baskets
The Deacons are supporting the
Snohomish Food Bank Christmas
baskets with the donations of 100 cans
(total) of canned corn and peas and 50
boxes/canisters of hot cocoa. Donations
are needed by Dec. 12 at the latest and
should be placed in the Food Bank box
just inside the sanctuary entry doors.

Snohomish Food Bank Needs You

Elizabeth Grant, director of the Snohomish Food Bank,
reports that the driver positions have been filled, but they
are still looking for a runner on Fridays from 9:45 AM- 1
PM. To volunteer, please contact Elizabeth at
director@snohomishfoodbank.org or 360-568-7993.

Support for Victims of California Wildfires

The devastation wrought by wildfires in California is
immense. Through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA), the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has been
present since the beginning of the disaster. Your gifts
to DR000165 (U.S. Wildfires) will ensure that PDA has
adequate resources to support the recovery.

Support for Moses and Margaret Tanni
The Northwest and Southwest regions of the Cameroon,
where Pastor Moses and his family live, have been
gripped by unrest since the English-speaking minority
stepped up their campaign for independence due to
economic disparity and marginalization by the country's
French-speaking majority. Two hundred thousand people
have been displaced from their homes, houses have
been looted and lives lost in the crisis. Offering an email
of support to Moses and Margaret would bolster their faith
in the midst of uncertain times. Their email is:
mmtannis@yahoo.com

Everyday Racism: Stories from
Snohomish on Dec. 3

Snohomish United Methodist Church invites you to join
them for a moderated panel discussion in which
Snohomish residents share how they have experienced
racism, followed by small group discussion, Mon., Dec. 3
(6:30-8PM at 2400 Lake Ave., Snohomish).

Opportunity for Youth to Serve:
Community Kitchen – Dec. 6th

Our youth are welcome to join with members of our
church in assisting with Community Kitchen. Students
interested in this opportunity, meet Curtis at 1st Pres. at
4 PM, Thursday, December 6.

“Need a Hand, Lend a Hand”
Bulletin Board in Church Entry
The church would like to
know if you have a need,
for instance, a large item
you need hauled to the
dump that won't fit in your
car. We would also like to
know if you have something
to lend such as your
expertise or something like a truck, or a flat bed trailer
(great for taking things to the dump). If you have a
need, or can lend a hand, please contact Ray Pettigrew
at Ray@Pettigrew.com or 206-799-5111. Thanks!

Give a Ride—Get a Ride
Are you willing to give a ride to someone who needs a
ride to church or a doctor's appointment? Please
contact Carol or Marcia if you are willing to add your
name to a list of volunteers. If you need a ride to church
or to a doctor's appointment, please call Carol Johnson
at 360-563-9641 or Marcia Otteson at 360-217-7722.

Want a Blessing?
Host Coffee Fellowship
The Fellowship Council invites you to consider hosting
coffee fellowship on Sunday mornings. Hosts make
coffee, set up the serving area in the Lake View Hall,
provide treats, and clean up. Sign up on SnoPres
Online or call Karolyn McDaniel.

Flowers for the Sanctuary

Our flower sign-up is available on the information table
or online, by following the link on our What’s Happening
email. Not on that list? Contact the office
at office@snopres.org or 360-568-6498.

The Joy of Holiday Fellowship
Wednesday Night Youth Group for Junior &
Senior High Youth
Students in grades 7-12 gather together on Wednesdays to play
games, eat a simple meal, and talk about issues of faith and life.
Youth group starts at 5 PM and is over by 8 PM.
All youth are welcome to come late or leave early as needed.

Sunday Youth Activities
Youth Fellowship Lunch: 12:30-1:30 PM
Students are invited to join in a simple meal after church on
Sundays. This time leads into the Youth Discipleship group, but
students are invited to leave after lunch if necessary.
Discipleship Group 1:30-3:00 PM
A Bible study and Faith in Action group for Sr. High youth. This
group is intended for those who are ready to get serious about
their faith and really explore what it means to be a follower of
Jesus our Lord.

Unite Pre-Rally Dec. 7 at 7 PM

Our Unite Pre-Rally is a way to build enthusiasm for the retreat
and to begin to meet those who will be attending the retreat
together. This year we will meet at Overlake Park Presbyterian
Church, where HT Lee serves as Associate Pastor. The event is
from 7-9 PM. Permission forms are available online. Those
students who want a ride, please notify Curtis@snopres.org and
meet at 1st Pres. at 6:00 PM.

Youth Ice Skating & Christmas Party: Dec. 19

Youth should meet at the church at 10:00 AM on the 19th. We
will head out with a goal to be at Comcast Arena by 11:00 AM.
We will have lunch afterword’s and then come back to the church
for cookies and our annual white elephant gift exchange and
games. We should be done for the night by 6:00 PM. Permission
forms are available online.

Unite Retreat @ Tall Timber Ranch Dec. 27-30
Our annual unite retreat is happening
again this year at Tall Timber Ranch.
The retreat will bring together youth
from all over the Western Washington
area. Though we come from radically
different contexts we worship Christ
united in one faith.
All youth are
welcome and encouraged to join in this
life transforming event. For registration
information contact curtis@snopres.org.

Women's Ministry Book Club
Our next selection is The Girl Who Wrote in
Silk by Kelli Estes. This novel weaving back
and forth in time, tells the story of Mei Lin, a
Chinese American girl in the 1800's and that of
Inara Erickson, a present-day college student
in the Pacific Northwest. We will meet on
Weds. January 9 at the home of Ona
Kassebaum (15402 70TH Ave. SE in
Snohomish) at 12 noon for our potluck luncheon. Our book reviewer is Jean Hunter.
Carpooling recommended to ease parking at
Ona's. For those wishing to carpool, meet at
the church at 11:30.
Sign-ups for food one week prior to our gathering on CCB.
New booklovers always
welcome!
Email
Connie
Ford
at
connieann230@gmail.com.

Café Open at 8:45 for Coffee/Tea
and a Light Breakfast
For all gathering for Adult Ed or other early
Sunday morning programs the Nurture Council
is providing a light breakfast to be enjoyed as
you make your way to the class. We hope this
is helpful for all who get up and dash to church
without time to get something to eat. Be sure
to stop by and enjoy the little “something” you
need to start your day out right!

Holiday Bunco, Dec. 14
Ladies, preparations are in the works for our
annual Holiday Women’s Bunco Party!
Women’s Ministries loves this time of year! We
look forward to hosting you for some bunco
fun at the home of Linda Mueller on Friday,
December 14 at 5:30. Please RSVP by signing up at the information table or call Linda at
425-299-3633. Bring a friend - bring a snack
to share - bring a wrapped Christmas ornament/decoration and come enjoy the laughter
shared by all. Just for fun wear your favorite
Christmas sweater - retro or trendy. Prizes will
be awarded. A $10.00 donation is suggested. All donations benefit women’s ministries’
and the work they do in the church.

The Joy of Giving
Consecration Sunday:
2019 Commitment

Thanks to all who have turned in their estimate of
giving cards for the 2019 year. If you still want to
submit a card, you may deliver it to our office this
month. Extra cards are located at the reception desk
and our website: www.snopres.org/resources. We
greatly appreciate your investment in the mission of
our church as we share the love of Christ with others
and rejoice in God’s overwhelming grace this Advent
and Christmas season.

Kaleidoscope Academy Helps FPCS
Reach Wider in Love
A few weeks ago a single mother who has sacrificed
to provide private violin lessons for her two daughter
found pastors Ann and Charlie in the church library.
She has been coming to the church for three years
now, but she was finally ready to ask a question on
her mind. “What does this church believe in?” A
door opened for our pastors to learn that she attends
Spanish services at St. Mary’s in Monroe. She
learned that we share the same faith, the same
Bible, the same creeds, and the same Lord’s Prayer.
Then she pointed to each of the pastors, and to each
of her daughters, and herself, and with a big smile
she said, “God lives in you...and in you, and in you,
and in you… and in me! God is in all of our hearts!”
And we all celebrated the joy of the faith we share.
Another parent, a father, whose two daughters each
take private lessons, confessed to Pastor Ann that
although he grew up Catholic in Mexico, has never
quite felt at home in Catholic churches here in the
U.S. Pastor Ann invited him and his wife and daughters to worship, but he declined, saying that his
mother and grandmother would want him to attend
mass at a Catholic church. That was several months
ago. But last week, his curiosity was raised by the
large sign about ordering Underground Coffee. He
loves coffee. He asked Pastor Ann about how he
could get some of this coffee. She showed him how
to place his order and invited him to bring his family
to the AGM to pick up the coffee and do some Christmas shopping.
Both of these families are beginning to feel at home
here—and they’ve won over the hearts of those who
know them. We hope some day you will get a
chance to meet them too!

Winter Clothing Collection
for the YWCA Working Women’s
Wardrobe Program:
Thanks to Those Who Have Contributed!
Throughout the year, we collect donations of semiprofessional, modern clothing to give to this Everett
program which assists women in dressing for success as
they seek employment. Clothing sets are offered to
women on a seasonal basis. We take dresses, skirts,
blouses, pants, jackets, coats; also accessories – shoes,
scarves, umbrellas & purses. Large sizes are needed!
No jeans or tennis shoes. Please clean clothing first and
place on hangers to preserve shape. Donations of
clothes & accessories may be hung on the cloak rack in
the reception area, marked for YWCA. Questions? Call
Pat Sanvik, 425 760-9540.

Hats, Scarves and Gloves Needed

It is time to start thinking about our less privileged friends
who do not have warm clothing during the winter
months. Please place new or "gently used" hats, scarves
and gloves in the large basket outside the entrance to
the sanctuary with the other items for the Interfaith
Shelter. Thank you for your donations. ~ Rita Stoess

Easy Financial Gift Ideas for Church
It may still be possible for people to designate their
minimum IRA distributions to charitable organizations
like the church.
I ordered a bunch of Christmas gifts on Amazon today
(actually Amazon Smile) and designated the church as
the beneficiary. This is one way to leverage purchases
for the benefit of the church. ~ Dennis Wick
We do most of our shopping at Fred Meyer, so I’ve designated FPCS as our preferred charitable designee . . .
So easy! ~ Liz Hanlon

The Joy of Ministry
Welcome New Church Officers

With grateful hearts we welcome the new leaders of our
church who will serve on session and deacons beginning January 2018. They are:
Elders: Nate Fox (Mission), Kelly Holderman
(Operations), Bill Gavin (1 yr. Operations), Heather
Baker (Nurture), Paula Erickson (2 yrs. Nurture),
Linda Mueller (extend 1 yr. Nurture), Chris Cole
(Fellowship), Jean Hunter (extend 1 yr. on Fellowship)
Deacons: Judy Ingerson, Howard and Rita Stoess,
Rhonda and Al Atregenio and Carol Johnson (extend
1 yr.)
2019 Nominating Com: Curt and Sharon Johnson,
Ona Kassebaum, Joan Lane, Lori Prins
Our newly elected elders and deacons training will be
December 8 at 9 AM at the pastors’ home and they will
be ordained and installed January 13 in worship.

Thanks to Officers Completing Terms

With deep appreciation for the energy, love and faithful
service to our church and community, we thank the
following people for their commitment and ministry as
elders and deacons:
Elders: Myrna Lucas (Fellowship), Steve Matuschak
(Operations – Operations) Sara Seiber (Mission), Mark
Johnson (Nurture), Joan Lane (Nurture)
Deacons: Barbara Davidson, Ray and Lise Pettigrew

Annual Reports Due Dec. 10

Non-financial annual reports are due by December 10,
so that we might assemble in time for our annual
congregational meeting. We realize that financial reports
will need a little more time and will need these by
January 7.

Early Light Deadline - Dec. 10

Please help us get the Light ready for mailing before our
office closes after Christmas, by submitting articles by
Dec. 10. We appreciate your help!

Snohomish Online Training Workshop

On Saturday, Jan. 12, from 9AM-12 PM, all are invited to
attend an in-person workshop to learn how to use
SnoPres Online features which can benefit our work
together in ministry. This is especially helpful for ministry
leaders—but all are welcome!
If you’re new to FPCS or are just getting started in our
SnoPres Online community and missed some of the
earlier practice sessions, check out our website for the
list of suggested practice sessions:
http://www.snopres.org/connect--serve.html
This is on the Connect & Serve page.
If you would like serious training on different aspects of
CCB you can sign up for free live webinar training on this
site:
http://explore.churchcommunitybuilder.com/registersoftware-training-workshops-2017
Jump in and explore!

Website Update: Need Input by Dec. 10
Our website is being updated and the rollout date is
December 15. We need your help to put in the finishing
touches. Do you have photos of events here at the
church? We are looking for photo representations of all
the things that go on here at FPCS. We also need your
input. Please put on your imaginary “New to FPCS” hat
and check out our current website. What’s missing? Are
all of our groups represented? What could we do without? Your opinion matters . . . Please share comments,
suggestions and photos with Liz at office@snopres.org
by December 10.

New Signage Points the Way
You may have noticed the new signage around the
church, designed to make our church more warm and
welcoming to visitors. Our thanks to Chris Cole, Pat
Sanvik, Joan Lane, and Sue Gagnon for their work on
overseeing this project and Chris Cole for volunteering
her time and talent to paint some of the wall signs. We
will all have an easy job directing visitors to locations
around the church with these new signs to point the way.

The Joy of Ministry
Growing Young Recommendations

According to Fuller Seminary’s Youth Ministry Institute,
congregations who have successfully engaged young
people and are growing younger demonstrate six
characteristics:
1) Give young people responsibilities;
2) Empathize with young people;
3) Take Jesus’ message seriously;
4) Fuel a warm community through genuine relation
ships;
5) Prioritize young people and young families in all
areas of ministry (while not neglecting others);
6) Love neighbors and respond to local and global
needs.
Our Growing Young Task Force has made specific
suggestions to our four councils to consider to help in
revitalizing our outreach to young families and youth. It
is making the following recommendations to everyone in
the congregation:
 Prioritize young people as a church while maintaining outreach to all other ages. Listen deeply to the
needs of young families and youth, and accommodate to those needs as best you can. Increase intentional focus on working with younger people.
 Be intentional about sharing leadership with younger persons, working shoulder to shoulder or entrusting them with full responsibility.
Let younger
persons exercise their own unique gifts and
encourage them and support them along the way.
 Be intentional about building deep intergenerational
relationships. Invite younger persons to do activities
with you outside of worship, listen to their hearts
and let them know that they are loved, accepted,
and cared for. Consider serving as a mentor volunteering in a capacity with younger generations.
 Talk about Jesus and what he taught, and connect
the dots for younger people and the wider community with Jesus’ teachings and your actions.
 Cultivate your own testimony of faith, and be willing
to share it with others, especially with youth.
 Focus on being the best neighbor to others in the
community. Pay attention to the needs of the
community, taking action to address those needs as
a congregation. Invite young people to work alongside you in serving the community & world beyond.
 Explore ways to increase diversity, and let our
welcome to all be known publicly, in worship and on
the website.

Grief Support

Snohomish Evangelical Free Church now has a grief
support group. The facilitator is Connie Guy, a
counselor with Counseling Centers of North Puget
Sound, hosted in our church. The grief support group
meets on Tuesday evening from 6-7 PM. Anyone
struggling with grief is welcome. The group deals with
all kinds of grief, not just the loss of a loved one. If
you or someone you know may be interested, you may
contact
Connie
directly
at
425-923-0057
or connie.guy@counselingnps.com.

First Sunday Deacon’s Offering
Each Communion Sunday, we emphasize gifts to the
“Deacon’s Fund.” Our deacons offer compassionate
care to members of our congregation and community,
providing financial assistance to persons in need of
medical care, food, housing, and other basic needs.

The Hand Bell Choir Wants You!
After multiple retirements and moves, we no longer
have enough people to play all of our beautiful bells.
Only minimal musical experience is needed, and singing hymns qualifies! We will teach you everything you
need to know. Your commitment can be as short as
one month, so give it a try! Rehearsals are Thursdays,
from 7:00-8:15. Questions, contact Heidi Haugeberg
(hmreimer@hotmail.com or 360-563-0744).

Recycle Ink Cartridges & Cell Phones
The church benefits from your empty printer ink
cartridges and old cell phones. Please deposit items in
the box behind the reception desk.

Sermons Available to Share

All sermons are posted as mp3 files on the church
website www.snopres.org. CD’s of the previous weeks’
services are available in the narthex as are sermon
manuscripts should anyone wish to take one for themselves or someone else. A huge thank you to Lex
Lane for his work in making the CD’s available, and
uploading sermons to the website.

Remember in Your Prayers . . .

The Joy of Offering Thanks
Remember in Your Prayers . . .

Church Family Members
 Wiard Groeneveld, recovering at home, celebrating
joyful return to worship!
 Jerry Williamson, recovering at home
Ongoing Prayer Support
 Cynthia Sundman ~ missionary in Peru.
 Pastor Moses and the Cameroon, where growing
conflict has caused displacement from home and loss
of lives.
 People impacted by fires in California.
 Catastrophic crisis and famine in Yemen
 Syria, Sudan, Iraq, Afghanistan, and other places of
concern.

Homebound
Anna Belle Bolduc, Don Farrell, Betty Fellows, Gary Gloe,
Jean McRight, Shireen Pesznecker, Jan Richardson &
Gee Gee Spada
Friends/relatives of congregation
 Beth McDaniel - daughter of Bob and Karolyn, having
cancer treatment.
 Patty, niece of Dorothy Keenan, diagnosed with
Parkinson’s
 Candi Tyree, friend of Gavins, receiving chemo for
lymphoma.
 Sara Seiber’s cousin, Holly, on hospice care.
 Tom Neil, Marybeth Kurtenbach’s father, on hospice
care.
 John Lake, Amanda Spliethof, and Kendall Moyle,
friends of Rose Fowler

Blue Christmas Service: at Evangelical Free Church, Dec. 20 7 PM

Christmas can be a painful time for those who have lost loved ones. For this reason Snohomish Evangelical Free
Church is offering a special “Blue Christmas” service on Thursday, December 20 at 7 PM. It’s a service for those who
are grieving a loss and seeking the comfort of one who came as the Prince of Peace to bring our hearts peace and
restore joy. The Evangelical Free Church is located at 210 Avenue B.

Christmas Carols Through Snohomish Streets: Dec. 15

The Evangelical Free Church is inviting all churches to join in a “Pilgrimage to Bethlehem” on Saturday, December 15
at 3:30 PM. Those who gather will add to the holiday joy by singing Christmas carols through the streets of
Snohomish, starting and ending at the E. Free Church, with a live nativity and refreshments at the end.

We celebrate the birth of a third
granddaughter for Jon and Val
McKenzie. Michelle and Kevin
Ruther are the proud parents of Evelynn Kailing Ruther, born Nov. 20,
weighing 7 lbs. 9 oz.

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 AGM
10:30 Worship
11:30 AGM & Fellowship
12:45 Youth Lunch
1:30 Youth
Discipleship

9

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Craft Making—
all ages.
10:30 Worship with
Taproot Theatre
11:45 Fellowship
12:45 Youth Lunch
1:30 Youth
Discipleship

16

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Interactive Bible
Activities—all ages
10:30 Worship Christmas Joy offering
11:45 Fellowship
12:45 Youth Lunch
1:30 Youth

23

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Debbie Dimitre
Storytelling—all ages
10:30 Worship
11:45 Fellowship
No Youth Discipleship Group

30

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
11:45 Fellowship

3

6:30 NA Support
Group

10

4

9:30 Quilters
1:00 Staff meeting
4:30 Nurture
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

11

Light Deadline
Annual Reports
Due

9:30 Quilters
1:00 Staff meeting
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

17

18

3:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 NA Support
Group
7:00 Mission

1:30 Fellowship
6:30Session &
Deacons Joint Mtg
6:30 NA Support
Group

24

5:00 Family candlelight service
10:30 Traditional
candlelight service
6:30 NA Support
Group

31

3:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 NA Support
Group

9:30 Quilters
1:00 Staff meeting
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon
7:00 Endowment

25

Christmas
Office Closed

6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

5

10:00 Bible Study
5:00 Youth Group
7:00 Choir

12

10:00 Bible Study
4:30 Youth Dinner
5:00 Youth Group
7:00 Youth Play
Time
7:00 Choir

19

10:00 Bible Study
10-6 Youth Ice
Skating & Christmas Party Time!
7:00 Choir

26

6

4:30 Community

Kitchen
5:00 Medical Clinic
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

13

5:00 Medical Clinic
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

20

7

8

14

15

7:00 Youth to
Unite Pre-Rally

5:30 Bunco @
Mueller’s home

3:30 Warm Beach
Festival of Lights
6:00 NA Couples

21

22

28

29

10:00 Light Fold
11:30 Stephen
Ministry
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

27

6:30 Sno. Pre-K
Member meeting
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

Youth Unite Retreat ~ Dec 27-30
Merry Christmas ~ Office Closed
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Ann M. Uherek, Psy.D.
Rosa Lee Wapstra, R.N., M.S.
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We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation, providing care-givers to those who request it.
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Dec. 2 9 AM & 11:30 AM Alternative Gift Market
Dec. 2 Advent devotionals available
Dec. 9 9 AM Crafts for all ages
Dec. 9 10:30 AM Taproot Theater Play
“Nativity on the Square”
Dec. 16 9 AM Interactive Christmas Bible
Activities for all ages
Dec. 23 9 AM Story-Teller - Debbie Dimitre
Dec. 24 5:00 PM Family Candlelight service
10:30 PM Traditional Candlelight service
Worship: 10:30 AM

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 AM-3:30 PM

Turn hearing aids to the
t-coil (telecoil) setting for
better sound quality.

