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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Good Morning… Welcome… and Thank You for joining us here yet again on our continued 40-day Lenten journey together. Now, when you happened to look at the bulletin, or when you heard the words from our Gospel Message today, you may have realized that we moved our studies and focus away from the Gospel of Matthew. We shifted them to the Gospel of John, and we are actually going to be staying there for a few more weeks. That of course is not by my doing, but precisely how those who developed our three-year lectionary cycle designed it. So, I am going to stay on course with their ideas and with their logic here. 
So, as I sat down with my coffee, phone, and computer like most Saturday mornings in an effort to compose this sermon I could not help but read and be informed about all that was going on out there in the world. As it hit my eyes and my mind, I actually had to take a few second and choose to intentionally pause and reflect, just like this season of Lent calls us to. More importantly, I realized that I actually had to pray. Now, without doing those very things I could have easily chose to focus on all that noise out there. I could have even been overwhelmed by all that temporary chaos. Instead, with intentionally pausing and reflecting, and with praying, I was able to stay on the very same path that I had intended to be on before everything happened and unfolded. I chose to focus on the very words and mindset of our Gospel Message today, as it was vital for myself, and I knew it would be vital for all of us gathered together here. Unfortunately, there is no denying that we live in a world where things are constantly changing every second, and no matter what, it seems that every news source feels compelled to inform us of what is going on, or what could affect us. However, with that being said, I am just going to leave all that coverage and chaos up to them. Now, I in no way am saying that we do not need to be informed or aware. I also am in no way saying that you cannot draw your own opinions and have your own feelings here either. However, I know that I am called to change and reorient my thought process before I even enter this space. I am called to make sure that I focus on God, and not simply on the world. So, with all that being said, let’s all do that together, for that is actually all of our call, and let’s get to business here folks!
Today’s story does indeed end with the all too famous verse of John 3:16, and even verse 17 for that fact. However, we get a little different light shed on those very popular and comforting verses. That is if we really do choose to focus on reading before them like we have been instructed and invited to do time and time again. We get introduced to this character named Nicodemus. He is a man who was part of a rather influential and important group called the Pharisees. This was indeed a man who paid attention to the Law, and was rather educated and steeped in it. However, this Jesus was presenting something new and entirely earth shattering. Furthermore, Nicodemus felt invited in. Although, he was so worried what others might think that he chose to go by night and meet up with Jesus. In this way he could really explore and learn who and what Jesus was all about. Nicodemus chose not to be so distracted by others and the world out there, and he chose to go and get his own private session away from all the noise and chaos. Who knew that his pausing and reflecting, his very different choice and approach, would lead to a complete change and reorientation over the course of time?
Yes, that was not a slip there, that was indeed intentional, as this will not actually be the last time that we hear of Nicodemus. As matter of fact, Nicodemus is the very same man a few chapters later in the Gospel of John, following this very encounter, who calls for the people to allow for a hearing in correct judgment of Jesus. Nicodemus calls for them to follow the law, and he is not taking sides, nor has he been fully changed, nor does he completely believe yet. Nicodemus is also the very same man who much later in the chapters of the Gospel of John brings all kinds of stuff to prepare Jesus’ body for burial. That is pretty cool stuff if you ask me, and that is something I needed to be reminded of and even relearn myself. I had to be reminded that Nicodemus’ change and reorientation actually occurred and unfolded right in scripture, right in front of all of us, let alone that it did not happen overnight or even instantly as one might think after encountering Jesus so privately and intimately as he did.
Now of course this Nicodemus and I are rather similar, as I picture myself being in front of Jesus and asking rather snarky or sarcastic questions, just as he did. I mean I do that in my prayers and God talks at times, and I am not very happy or proud to admit that, but I know it is true. As a matter of fact, I am willing to bet on the fact that when you have true conversations with God you do the very same thing. Now, of course none of us may be asking God how to be born again, and even asking how one might actually re-enter the womb after being born and growing into an adult. However, I know we do it other ways. I am also here to tell you that form or attitude and that conversation in prayer you have in your God talks is alright. It is alright because we are indeed actually going to God in the first place. Even though it may seem as if we are being disrespectful or rude, we are just actually pausing and reflecting in an effort to truly grasp or understand things that are well beyond our limited capacity and mindset. As a matter of fact, we are invited into the very same changed and reoriented relationship with our Triune God that Nicodemus is that we hear about today.
We come to realize time and time again that we cannot do anything on our own. We were not created that way, and we are not gods ourselves. We come to fully rely on our Triune God to give us perspective and guidance. We come to fully rely on our Triune God to be there with us at all times and in all places. We come to fully rely on our Triune God and the very death, resurrection, and life that we hear referenced and so intricately tucked into our scripture today. Moses lifted up a serpent in the wilderness, and the Son of Man is lifted up so that we all can experience grace, and have the very opportunity and blessed reassurance of the gift of eternal life.
Let’s just all admit it. We all are a little bit of Nicodemus time and time again. We all are called to intentionally pause and reflect in this season of Lent so that we can experience true change and reorientation. We all are called to live into and truly become precisely who God so intricately and wonderfully designed us to be. We even come to realize time and time again that God came down to us in the shape and likeness of Jesus Christ to live and experience life precisely like us. Let alone God did not leave us by ourselves, and just say good luck. God loves us and blesses us so much that he left us with an Advocate, someone to always be with us and alongside of us in all places and all times. We all come to realize that we are blessed with the very Spirit we hear about in our Gospel Reading. All we have to do is pause and reflect to experience true change and reorientation and be blessed and washed clean in our very rebirth through the water and spirit of baptism. We all have this wonderful and unconditional gift as long as we come to believe.
Amen.
John 3:1-17
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
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