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HISTORY FROM 1840 – 1890 

 

THE PIONEER PICNIC OF 1876 

 

 On Thursday, August 24, 1876, was held one of the most successful picnics 

in Strongsville’s history.  The beautiful grove of second-growth maples on the 

farm of M. S. Haynes was a delightful place for the gathering of pioneers from 

Strongsville and adjacent townships to exchange hearty greetings and 

reminiscences.  It was estimated that about 3,000 were present, for 800 carriages 

were counted.  A platform with seats for seventy-five was provided. 

 A martial band, organized by M. S. Haynes and Lorenzo Strong as 

committee, consisted of Flavel Whitney, B. Tuttle, Elder E. Ensign, Banner 

Osborn, Dr. Somers, Clark Davis, D. Van Arsdale, C. H. Parker, F. J. Bartlett, 

Joseph Webster, J. Gouch, Alfred Whitney, and L. Strong.  The orchestra and 

chorus of thirty singers under the management of Prof. L. A. Tuttle furnished the 

instrumental and vocal music.  One of the sensations of the day was the arrival of 

John Stowe, of Brunswick, driving a yoke of Devonshire oxen, attached to a cart, 

upon which were riding a number of gray haired pioneers.  He was met by the 

martial band and escorted to the grounds.’ 

  At eleven o’clock, Mr. E. H. Reed called the assembly to order.  After 

music, prayer was offered by Rev. O. W. White, of Weymouth, a former 

Strongsville pastor.  A letter from Sidney Strong, giving many interesting facts in 

the early history of the town, was read by Dr. George Lee.  This was followed by 

the Early History written by Hon. M. E. Gallup.  Dinner being announced, the 

pioneer, musicians and guests marched to the tables loaded with the best the land 

afforded, of which not the least in importance were the hearty, old-fashioned corn 

bread, Indian puddings, pork and bean and other pioneer dishes. 

 After dinner the assembly was called to order by A. J. Pope, who announced 

the rules of the program to be:  First, no apologies; second, do as well as you can; 

third, stop when you get through.”  By request, Rev. White read a poem, two 

stanzas of which we give; 

  We’ll live with them, their olden times; 

     Go back, enjoy with them old ways; 

  We’ll weave the wonders into rhymes 

     And let them live those good old days. 

  We’ll join with them High Power to bless, 

     And ne’er forget the thanks we owe, 

  Who led them to the wilderness 

     And gave them strength to fullness grow. 



 After music, Rev. A. W. Knowlton read a letter from Rev. D. C. Blood, of 

Collamer, a pioneer pastor, in which, after expressing regrets, he said:  “You have 

ever held a prominent place as regards morals, humanity, charity, patriotism and 

religion.  May Strongsville never dishonor her past record nor lose her present 

position.  My heart says, ‘Peace and prosperity to dear old Strongsville forever.’” 

 A list of professional men, who have been reared in Strongsville, was next 

read.  Ansel J. Pope told his experiences, when at the age of nineteen, he started 

west with a knapsack weighing twenty-five ponds on his back.  Traveling at the 

rate of thirty miles a day, he soon reached Cleveland, where he found two or three 

shops and a blacksmith shop, the latter kept by Abram Heacox.  The first man he 

met was Chipman Porter.  He visited Strongsville, but soon returned to New York.  

Ten out of the fifteen dollars earned on the way proved to be counterfeit.  At that 

date, 1876, Mr. Pope had suspended in the shop in good working order the old 

bellows brought by him into Strongsville, on his return in he spring.  Mr. Pope 

stated that he believed the old bellows had pumped more wind in sixty years that 

there is in the township.  He referred to tools made by him fifty years ago still in 

use, and told of a time when he only had potatoes for his meals. 

 Deacon Abial Haynes, eighty-two years of age, spoke of the time when only 

ten men lived in Strongsville.  He was glad to meet acquaintances, which he had 

(not) seen for fifty years.  These old people reminded him of a windfall, where 

only a few stubs are left standing. 

 John Watson, of Berea, told of one of the earliest methods for the 

suppression of drunkenness.  The regulators made a rule that if a man was found to 

be drunk, he must be taken on a rail and thrown into Conyne’s millpond.  This 

treatment proved more effective than Crusaders, or Good Templars, and never 

failed to sober a drunken man.  Binoni Bartlett told of successful and unsuccessful 

hunts for deer and turkey.  A solo, “Fifty Years Ago,” was rendered by Miss 

Florence Reed. 

 Among the relics brought forth at this time were an ancient sword, a cane 

over 100 years old, which formerly belonged to Asa Drake’s father; also a jug 

bought in Boston by Abial Haynes in 1793, steelyards marked 1779, Bible 100 

years old, two plates 120 years old, a piece of linen over 150 years old, and a cane 

once owned by Geo. Whitefield. 

 After a social tune the many pioneers and their friends wended their way to 

their homes.  For a few years following, pioneer picnics were held in Strongsville 

and adjacent townships. 
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