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Miss Grays Harbor (1960 - 1975)

The Beginning
by Jim Latimer & Skip Young

The1960unlimitedhydroplaneoff-seasonbegan
asdidmany beforeit. Anticipationwasalways
highamongfansof thesportwhoeagerly awaited
any newsof upcoming race schedules, driver
changes, andnew hull congtruction.

The mid-1950’'s building boom of
championship hullshad subsided somewhat,
withonly threecampsofficially givingnoticeof
theirintentions. Intheeast, L esStaudacher was
putting the finishing toucheson anew, drop- |- (
sponsonsister shipto SamDuPont’ sNitrogen. |
Little did we know that eleven yearslater as |
MissMadison, itwouldrecordavictory inone _
of themost famousGold Cupracesof al time! =

Out west Peter & Richard Woeck were | :
gettl ng abrand new MissBurienoff of theTed Sklp Young at left and Jlm Latlmer on right. ~
Jonesdrawing boardtoreplacetheir former hull whichhadbeendestroyedinthe1959 Diamond Cup. Bob Gilliam
had beenworkingtirelessly onanother of hishomebuilt hydros, thenew KOLroy 1, whichwouldgoontobehis
most successful hull inacareer spanningthenext 13years.

| wasatwelveyear oldatthetime. | livedinWenatchee, loved everything about hydroplanesand persondly knew
the1958 A ppleCupchampion, Norm Evans! That had comeabout becauseof my dad’ sinvolvement withthelL ake
Chedan acht Club, whereNormhad a so beenamember and competedinmany clubaffiliatedregattaslongbefore
hebeganracing theunlimited Miss Seattlein 1956.

It wasoneweekendwhen| had accompani ed my dadtotheyacht clubthat | first becameawareof yet another
hydro that was expected for the 1960 season. On atablewith other publicationswasacopy of the Unlimited
Hydroplane News. Inside| began reading about aboat under constructioninthe barn of Satsop, Washington
resident, Mark Aarhaus. Thearticlecontained apictureof Mark, thesemi-compl eted hull and description of thehull
dimensions, apparently patterned off of the 1956 Tempest which had been builtinthebasement of SeattleiteNorm
Christenson.

During the next few weeks and months prior to the 1960 racing season, other articles and pictures began
appearinginnewspapersaroundthestate. The Seattle Times, the Aberdeen Daily WorldandtheElImaChronicle
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These family photos, above and on following page, were taken in 1960. The soon to be Miss Grays Harbor is being moved
out of the Satsop shop barn.
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all reportedontheprogressof theconstruction, potential
sponsorships, aswell aslocal andregional fund-raising
activities. Itwasal soduringthistimethat becauseof the
potential regional notoriety that thehydroplanecould
bring to the area, the boat would be known as, Miss |
GraysHarbor. :

Summer arrivedandwithit cametheSeafair Trophy
Race. Seventeenunlimitedsansweredthebel onSunday,
August 7, but Miss Grays Harbor was not among
them. Although amgjority of the hull construction,
(includingmotor mountsfor anAllisonaircraftengine),
had been compl eted and much of therunning hardware
had been acquired, theteamran out of time.

Eventhoughapotential deal to purchasetwo Allisonenginesfrom Coral Reef owner Austin Snell was* onthe
table’, theteam’ seffortsat raisingthetotal amount neededfell just short. Not wantingtogointoadditional debt for
justonerace, Mark andtherest of theteam set their sightsonthe 1961 AppleCupat L akeChelan (L ittledidanyone
know at thetimethat 1960 wasto bethe“final” AppleCup).

MissGraysHarbor didn’t makearacing appearanceduring the 1960 season, but shedid appear inpublicfor
thefirsttime. Theboat madetheshort trek tothe GraysHarbor District Fair whereshewasondisplay from August
11"through August 14" innearby Elma, Washington. Theretheteam sold*“ Booster of MissGraysHarbor” buttons
tofairgoers, whichmany yearslater woul d becomeahot commodity onthecollector’ smarket, andremainsotothi sday!




Beginning of the End

Enthusiasmwashighfor theMissGraysHarborin1961. Aarhausannounced
planstorunintheWorld Championship Seafair Trophy Racesscheduledfor the
traditional firstweekendin August. ltwouldpotentially betheideal timeto“get |
theboat wet” duetotheuniqueraceformat that had been sel ected. .

Threeracesinone! The“newlook” ...the“fanplan” ...the" Seafair Derby” 8
werejust afew of theunofficial monikersthat wereafforded what wastobecome
knownasthe" DonoughPlan”! Under theguidanceof |ongtimeAmerican Power
Boat A ssociationrefereeand official Stanley Donough, the1961 Seafair race
would put apremiumonmoreracingandlessdowntime.

Thetop sevenfastest qualifierswould competeagainst each other al day in
whatwouldbetheWorld' sChampionshipRace.
Thenextgroupinorder of their quaifying speed
would beplacedtogether inthe Seattle Trophy
Race, andtheremainingboatslefttocompetein | .
the Queen’sTrophy Race. ToMark Aarhaus
andtherest of theMissGraysHarbor team, this :
sounded great for aboat that had yet tobetested
atall.

A new Miss Grays Harbor fundraising
organizationwasset-upwhichincludedMark > _
Aarhaus as Chairman; Wayne Pullar, Vice | et
President; and Freida Pullar, Secretary- 3 "
Treasurer. Mr. Pullar, who had considerable
seat timein the 125, 136 and 235 cubic inch
limited inboard classes, was one of several © Fo BN _
personsunder cons derationtopilot MissGrays The_crew and Miss Grays Harbor ir_1 1_961. They still need an e_ngine.Left
Harbor. to right, Norman and Lester Willis of Brady, Hartley Bither, Ray

With Seefair rapidly approachingitwastime Aarhaus and the owner. ~ The Aberdeen Daily World photo
forthemotor installation. A regional businessman, Carl Schafer of Schafer BrothersL ogging Company andheirto
theM ontesano based Schafer timber organi zation, offeredtobuy thetwo Allisonenginesfrom Austin Snell. With
thehull work virtually completeitlookedlikefull speed ahead toacquirethemotors.

Pullar,whoinadditiontobeingtheVicePresident of thefundraising committeeand potential driver, wasa so
afriendand confidant of Mark Aarhaus. Inan attempt to eliminateany snagsprior totheboat’ sarrival in Seattle,
Pullar suggested gettingintouchwiththe APBA for aninspectionbeforeinstallingthemotor. Aarhausagreed.

AccordingtoPullar,an APBA official cametotheboat shop, inspected MissGraysHarbor andtold Aarhaus
andtheteamto ceaseconstructionontheproject.” Thehull waspretty muchdone” stated Pullar,  but they wouldn’ t
letusrun.” Hewent ontosay that the A PBA inspector didnot think thehull wassolidenoughtorun® at thosespeeds.”
“Mark Aarhausdidagoodjobwiththedesign. .. everythingwasokay but they didn’ tthink it would holdtogether”
headded. “ After somuchwork andeffort ashedid, it wasvery hardto break thebubble” said Pullar of Aarhaus,
“That pretty muchendedit!”

But, not quite?

Althoughdisappointedwiththeresultsof theinspection, minor work continued onthroughout therest of theyear.
Therewaseventalk of converting theboat to automotive power, finishingit up andtesting somewherenearby.
AccordingtoRay Aarhaus(Mark’ sbrother) considerablethought had been giventoeither twin350c.i. Cadillac



enginesor 450c.i. Chevy’ stobemounted backwardwith either independent contrarotating shaft and propor a
gearbox and singleshaft set-up. But astimewent oninterestintheproject begantodipfurther ontotheback burner.

Carol Demeerleer (Mark Aarhaus daughter) statedthat her dad, al though depressed about not completingMiss
GraysHarbor, didnot dwell onthenegativefor long. “ Heloved buying oldvintageairpl anesand rebuildingthem”
shestated. “Henever stopped dreaming” shewentontosay. “Hetradedaplanehehad purchasedandfixedup
toamaninMainefor aStarduster two-wing open cockpit plane. Dad and hisfriend flew thetrade planeback to
Maine, picked upthe Starduster andflew home. . . thethrill of alifetime!”

Aarhausstill had hissmaller outboard boatsthat heand hisbrother Ray continuedtoraceontheChehalisRiver.
“Therewereabunchof usthat usedtoracethesmaller boats’ said Ray. “ Betweenthe Tacomaguysand our bunch
fromaround herewe d havesomepretty bigturnouts, raceall weekendlong. Wecalled ourselves” Ray’ sRacing
Club” andwesuredidn’ twantthose Tacomaguystakinghomeourtrophies!” helaughed, “ Itwasafunded!”

The Discovery

By thesummer of 19631 had growntobeeven moreof ahydroplanefanthanbefore. Thebuildingboomof hulls
ontheunlimitedcircuit had grownand competitionwasat areal premiumwiththelikesof theGal€ sand Smirnoff,
Bardahl’ sand Exide’ s, Tahoe Miss, and others. Visions of ever seeing or hearing anything about MissGrays
Harbor hadlongdisappeared. Thatistosay, until onesunny weekendin July of that year.

Whileonafamily vacation out tothe Westport area, dad wasdriving downan out of theway back roadinthe
Fuller Hill areaof GraysHarbor county. Healwaysenjoyed going off of thebeaten pathwhenit cametovacations.
Now, asweapproached mid-morning, something other thanthebeautiful scenery of theareacaught my dad’ seye
ononeof thesurrounding properties.“Hey Jim, look at that!” hepractically yelledinmy ear.

Asdaddowedthecar, off toright upinafield near alargebarnwasahydroplane! Just likethat, out of theblue...a
hydroplane, abigone! It appearedtobesittinguponeither oil drumsor saw horsesathoughitwasdifficulttotell
astherewasmuchvegetationgrowingall around. Itlooked to beaweathered whiteincol or, but that toowasdifficult
totell aswecontinued ondowntheroad toward our destination.

Therest of thevacationtook aback seat asmy interest wasclearly on only onething. What wehad seen back
inthat field, withno doubtinmy mind, had tohavebeen MissGraysHar bor!

As Time Goes By

Many yearspassed aswewel comedinthetwenty first century, but onethingwascertain. .. | ftill loved hydroplanes.
Oh, theboatswerealot different, they soundedlikehair dryersinstead thunder andtherewassomething calledH1
and N2that seemedtobeamajor part of seemingly every race. But| still loved them!

Havingawaysprided myself asbeing somewhat knowledgeabl eregardingthehistory of thesport, it waseasy to
wonder, “Whatever happenedto. ..?” many of theunlimited hydroplanesof thepast. Many had beengloriously
restoredtorunning conditionover thepast decadeby theHydroplaneand RaceBoat Museumandother individuals
whowereinterestedinpreservingthe* goldenageof hydroplaning”!

Whilereadingaquestion-answer featureontheHARM website, onein particular caught my eye. It askedthe
guestion, “Whatever happenedto MissGraysHarbor” ?

Noted hydrohistorian Fred Farley,inaroughly six paragraphreply pretty muchtook it fromwhat wasknownat
thetime. Y es, therewasaMissGraysHarbor, it never appeared at asanctioned unlimited hydroplaneevent, there
wererarepicturesand buttonsof theboat and that theboat sat outsideintheelementsfor many years. Hewent on
tosay that many attemptsby interested hydroplanefansto contact theowner weremet withrefusal.

Itwasawaysonmy mindtotry andfind out whatever happenedtoMissGraysHar bor, but theproximity toGrays
Harbor County fromNorth Central Washington, wherewehad previoudy lived, wasjust toofar tomakeit practica.

Thenin2003werel ocatedtoL acey, Washington. My tri pstotheHARM becamemuchmorefrequent (I had been
amuseummember for many years). It wasat themuseumthat | met another personwiththesamequestionsabout
thestory of MissGraysHarbor. Hisnamewas Skip Y oung.



For thepast eight totenyears, Skipand | traded thoughts, stories, andideas. Wetriedto separatethefact from
thefiction, themisconceptionsand mythsfromreality. Our goa wastotel | what wehoped would beamoreindepth
account of adreamthat camesovery closeto beingrealized.

Finaly,inJuneof 2013, Skipand| wereinvitedtotheM cCleary, Washingtonresidenceof Mark and Carol
Demeerleer. What wethought wouldbearel atively brief interview with Carol regarding her dadandtheMissGrays
Harbor project turned out to beatruegol d mineof information.

Itwasafamily reunionof memories! Many family members, friends, rel ativesand associ ateswhohadworked
ontheboat project sharedtheir own personal recollectionsfromthepast. Many pi cturesand newsclippings, some
previoudy unseenby anyoneother thanimmediate Aarhausfamily memberscametolightandwhenitwasall done
agreat pot luck dinner spearheaded by theDemeerleer and Arhausfamily. When Skipand| | eft thegathering, we
not only leftwithawealth of new information, weleft knowingthat wehad madeawhol el ot of new friends!

The End?

Mark AarhausbuiltanairportintheM cCleary area. Henamedit, appropriately enough, “ My Airport”, compl ete
withnew hanger! Theairstripisstill inregistrationtothisday athoughit passed fromfamily ownershipsometime
back. AccordingtoCarol Demeerleer, thepersonwhobought theai rport al sostill hasin possessiontwoof her dad's
former airplanes, includingthefinal onethat hefabricated.

Thedeterioratinghull of MissGraysHarbor remained outsi deintheel ementsontheAarhausproperty until 1975.
Thefamily had cleanedaway many itemsduringarel ocationanddowns zingeffort. Finally, after alongday of work
itwastimefor thefamily barbeque.

MissGraysHarbor wascut up and burned at thebarbeque. Theremainsof thehull arenow onthebottom of
thenearby ChehalisRiver, |essthanfivemilesfromwhereshetook shapebackinearly 1960. Theonly thingleftfrom
theboat isthepropeller.

Mark Aarhaus, whowasbornonJuly 15", 1931, passed away March 24", 1998. Theknown surviving crew
membersincludeRay Aarhaus, LorenLamb, Norman Willis, Earl WilderandWaynePullar.

For most peopl ethiswould betheend of A
thestory. Obscurehydroplane, builtinabarn i
inanout of theway place, neverracedtherefore
nevertofulfill thedreamsof her builder. Unlike
most peopl e, hydroplanefansalwayshunger
for moretothestory. Thisinsatiableappetite
forinformation coupledwiththepassageof s
timecreatesthemystiquefromwhichweare
ledtocometoour ownconclusions. After fifty
threeyears, istherefact tobeseparatedfrom
original speculation?Indeedthereis.

Onebelief, drawnfromtheoriginal 1960
Unlimited HydroplaneNewsstory, seemsto ==
have garnered the most attention as to the
success(or lack thereof) of MissGraysHarbor. Theauthor of that article, afterlookingover theboat (WI thoutengine
or hardware) opined that theboat appeared to havebeen built extremely heavy and doubted that theboat would
ever beableto achieveaplaning attitude. But what washecomparing theboat to?L et’ stakea” glasshalf full”
approach.

MissGraysHarbor wasanorigina Mark Aarhausdesignthat he* patterned” after extensivestudy of the 1956
Tempest (Iater first Bardahl and Burienhull). That hull had beenlisted as27 feet four inchesinlengthand eleven
feettenincheswide. Poweredby anAllison1710c.i. engine, inracingtrim, sheweighedinat between4,600and
5,000 poundsduring her threeandahalf year career. Rarely, under any of her threebannersdidthat hull fail toreach
qualifying speedsand certainly never hadany problemsgettingonplane.

. Jerry Kink photo
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Here sanother example. Ineight andahalf very busy weeksin 1958, Ted and Ron Jonesdesigned and builta
brand new MissBardahl. That boat wasthreefeetlonger thantheMissGH. Thecommonality isthat thenew U-
40 usedthesametypeoak keel, 0oak and plywood framesfor theribbing, oak/dural sponsons, marineplywood
deckingwithfiberglassoverlay, sprucestringersand aluminumsheeting over theentirebottom. When compl eted,
it’ sracingtrimweight waslistedas6, 170 pounds.

SubtractinglistedweightforanAllison 1710(1,5951bs.) twingastankstohold40gallonseachfor 80gallons
@approximately 6.073 poundsper gallontoequal roughly 5501bs. Bothtanksdry woul dwei gh approximately 80
Ibscombined. Strut assembly, rudder package, gearbox di splacement hardwarewoul d equal out toapproximately
2001bs. Figureinal6lb. propeller, sealer, glass, primer, paint and clear coating for another 301bs. our total would
becloseto2,4711bs. Thebareweight of thenew 1958 MissBar dahl wouldhaveweighedinataround, 3, 7001 bs.

Incomparison, let’ s* speculate” that MissGraysHarbor had comeout “bare” at around4,2001bs., heavier by
far thanthe’ 58 Bardahl . Add theweight of the previously listed racing trim equipment of 2,4711bs. of the’ 58
Bardahl tothe4,2001bsestimated“ bare” weight of MissGraysHar bor . Thetotal estimated weight of theMiss
GHinracingtrimwouldhavebeenapproximately 6,6711bs. Not alight weight, but certainly notatubeither. Since
thisispurely “ speculative’ let’ stakeit astepfurther.

Y earslater, theU-5" Shu-Shu” (Shirley McDonal d’ sorigina 1962 NotreDame), whichwasnow her * two-seat
pleasureboat” showedupat Madison, Indianainanattempttoqualify for theregatta. WithdmMiller at thewhed,
“ Shu-Shu” wasupand running. Powered by avery stock Allisonengineinanoverweight 7, 5001b. hull, shejust
barely missed theminimum required speed. Long past her prime, overwei ght and underpowered, shewaseasly
uponplane.

Basedonall of thisnew speculation, doesit changeanything?Doesit answer thequestion of why theAPBA
inspector believedthat theboat wasn' t safe?Why did hethink it would comeapart at racing speeds?Wouldthe
boat havegotten up on plane?What would havehappenedif Mark Aarhausand crew hadtakentheHawaii Kai’' s
crew upontheir offer totest anew fuel pumpfor theKai’ sMerlininMissGraysHarbor?

Theanswersmay never beknownfor sure. Butit certainly offersanother viewpoint. Perhapslongsilent voices
will providefurther insight, answers, additional questionsandyes. . . evenfurther specul ation.

Thetruthis, it’ s2014 and peopl earestill talkingabout Mark Aarhausand MissGraysHarbor . Itisashewould
havewanted.

Miss Grays Harbor Statisties

Lengths 27 fect

Widths 12feet

Weights: 6,400-6,600 | bs*

* Based onmaterial susedinconstruction, listed
welghtof smilar Allisonengines, gearboxes,fud
tanks, shafts, propeller, finishingmaterialsand |
additional hardwareusing comparisonstothe
dataposted duringtheconstructionof the1958
MissBardahl (2). :
Materials: Marineplywoodandfiberglass
decking, oak/dural sponsons, keel, oak and
plywood framesfor ribbing, sprucestringers

Above is the fastest Miss Grays Harbor ever ran. “On August 9th, | was

) ) ” able to test my 1/10th scale Miss Grays Harbor at Twin Lakes....54 years
andauminumsheetingover theentirebottom.  after the “real” boat made her only public appearance at the Grays Harbor

ColorzBlack andWhite(MissGrays County Fair in Elma!” Jim Latimer. ~ Ben Keller photo
Harbor |ettering: Black) Owner/Builder: Mark Aarhaus
Home Port: Satsop, Washington



CrewMembers: (includesconstructionof boat andtrailer),; Charles” Lester” Willis; NormanWillis; Ray
Aarhaus, Harley Bither, LorenLamb, WaynePullar, GeorgeK ugen, Ernest Anderson, Jack Powell, Art Stendal,
Earl Wilder, Walter Demeerleer, Larry Arcurie, Jerry Hicks, Kenneth Paul, Royal Vaentine, and Robert DeY oung
Technical supports Peter & Richard Woeck & crew (MissBurien)

Sponsors & Financial Backings L ocal businessesand arearesidents, including: Ocean Shores
Incorporated, EI Monte, “ Citizensof Westport”, Swanson’ sMarket, GraysHarbor Grange Supply, Robert W.
Reynvaan, E.R. Landberg, Mr.and Mrs. Ral ph Prante, Montesano LionsClub, Walter Demeerleer, Harley Bither,
an“anonymousdonor fromMontesano”, and Ed Stanl ey, editor and publisher of the Elma Chroniclewhousedhis
newspaper asacollectionagent for fundrai singonbehal f of MissGraysHar bor

Mark Aarhaus Profile

My Dad - Mark Aarhaus
by Carol (Aarhaus) DeMeerleer

My Dadwasal ogger at heart and didloggingmost of hislife. From
the time he was 15 when hisfather died, he went to work for
Schafer Brothersinthe GraysHarbor Olympic Mountainsarea.
Hewasafearlesshighclimber. Helearned and couldrigaspar tree
knowing how touseblocksandtackle.

Whenmy folksgot marriedit washardtimesandloggingwas
alwaysaweather and market sensitiveway of life. Whenmy sister
wasto be born Dad went to work for the Grays Harbor Public
Utility District cleaningtreesandbrushfromthelineareas. Hewas
promotedtolinemanandafunny thing: they wantedhimtogeta
collegedegree. Sohedidat night. Whenthey wenttogivehimhis
diplomathey found out hedid not haveahighschool diploma. So
hegot that too and then hehad what they wanted. Inlater yearshe
becametheservicemanfor thearea. It wasgood becausewhen
thingswerenot busy enough hewouldjustlogasasmall contractor. Henever ever quitloggingor re-fabricating
arplanes. HeworkedforthePUD for 27 yearsandretiredfromthat at age55. Hedidfinel ogging andbuyingvintage
oldairplanesandrebuildingthem. AlongwiththeMissGraysHar bor . By thetimehegot hi seducationrequirements
hewastoooldtobeacommercial pilot. Alongwith not completingtheMissGraysHarbor, thesewerethetwo
thingsdepressingtohim. But henever stopped dreamingand doing somany thingsthat hewanted, likebarnstorming
acrosstheU.S. inaStarduster two-wing open cockpit plane. Hetraded aplanehehad purchased andfixed upto
amaninMaine. Sohimandhisfriendflew thetradeplaneback, got the Starduster bi-wingand flew home. Ohmy
what anadventureof alifetime. Work waswhat heliked. It washispassionand hobby. L ogging. Airplanes. Would
havelovedto completeandracetheMissGraysHarbor. Hethenwould havesold her or traded her. It waslike
hewould completesomethingand“ well didthat. Now ontothenext thing.”

Dadwasgoodinbad situations, tothink clear and react whileotherscoul d just stand and | ook open mouthed.
Hedidlovehisfamily (healwaysmadesurewehad what wasneeded), but hispassi onswerealwaystops. Hegave
usall agreat work ethicandnever say dieattitude. Takecareof yourself andhelpothers. Y oucancal ittoughtype
of love. Dad’ svicewasCamel cigarettesnonfilter, 4 packsplusaday and Black V el vet whisky. Henever drank
beforework orwithina24 hour timebeforeflying. Fallingfromaspar treewhen hewasyoung, Dad brokehisback
intwoplaces. Several other bad accidentswith chainsawsetc. Dadjust heal ed upandkept going. Ohhehurt aright
but that waswhat thewhisky wasfor at theend of theday.




Dad'’ sbrother Davewaskilledat Corregidor
givingtheJapanesehell. Thiswasvery hardon
hiswholefamily. Asitwasonsomany inall war
times. Dad’ s other brother Kenneth died of
coloncancer. Buts ster Betty whois90, brother
Alvinis87,Rayis84aregreatandacredittoall
of us. | just wonder what all he wanted to do
beforehedied. Completinghisownairstripwas
abigoneandhedidfinishthat andhishanger. It
iscaledMy Airportanditstaysintheregistration
tothisday asthat. Wedidsdll it after Momdied
andthemanwho bought it also bought Dad’ s
lastplanehere-fabricated. Itisalittledifferentto
gotothehanger and seetwo of theplanesDad
hadback initagain. Itisashewouldlikeit.

Dr. Robert Morgan (left) and Mark Aarhaus stand in front of the blplane
“Starduster Too.” They flew the experimental biplane over the Chehalis
River to the east coast, and then flew back to the Elma airport. ~ Photo
by Brandon Ford -- May 8th, 1985 East County News
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Accordingtothe May 18th, 1961 Seattle Times Aberdeen announced the startalocal fund drive in Grays
Harbortogetthe Satsop based,atthe timeunnamed, Miss Grays Harborinto the August 7th Seattle Seafair

Troph .
rophyrace HARBOR HYDROPLANE CONTRIBUTION

On]July4th, Ted Adams,sales director
of Ocean Shores. Washineton. donated TO: HARBOR HYDROPLANE BUILDERS—As an
’ 8 ’ expression of my interest in the eventual

$250 to the fund. It was the first check completion of a Gray Harbor unlimited
owner Mark Aarhaus had received so hydroplane entry in the Seattle Seafair races,
far. His goal was to raise $3,500 from I hereby contribute the sum of S

donations and selling buttons. At this
time the boat was about 90 percent
finished. Ralph Prante and his wife
raised $100 from the residents of Porter.
Many people and business’s donated NOTE: Mail to—Elma Chronicle, Box 37, Elma.
money to help,butasitturned outitwasn’t Wash., Phone 861, or The Aberdeen World

enough_ sports department, Aberdeen, Wash., Phone
LEnnox 24000.

[ think the worst part was that the
APBA said the boat was not safe enough to race and Aarhaus never gota chance to prove them
wrong because the fundsran dry and they couldn’tafford to buy an engine, and withoutthe APBAs
aproval...The Hawaii Kaiteam did offer toletthem use their Merlin engine to test with because
the Hawaii Ka'illl was down for repairs. And, they wanted the Satsop team to test out their new
fuel pump. As there was no money offered to go with the engine they were unable to accept the deal.
Miss Grays Harbor was bullt for an Alllson englne and itwould have costthem money they didn’t
have to modify it. Aarhaus was disappointed,
' but grateful for the offer. There was a lot of
interestin the boat. Personally, I don’t think
. the APBA officials gave them a fair chance.
~ Ed.

& At left, Jim Latimer’s RC Miss Grays Harbor at
== TwinLakes. ~ Ben Keller photo




Book Review: WINNINGEST
The Bill Muncey Chronicles

First Edition WINNINGEST

Author: Wil Muncey, Publisher unlisted.

www.BilIMunceyChronicles.com for further information,
photos and the author’s blog

Paperback. Price $24.95 + tax

Available through the Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum in
Kent, Washington

Author Wil Muncey has put together an 18 chapter volume that tells
of the life and times of Bill Muncey. He starts with Bill’s young
yearsand thefun he had with hisyounger brother Raymond growing
up in Detroit, Michigan. Bill was somewhat of adaredevil astoldin

severd tales from his youth. The Bill Muncey Chronicles
First Edition

The photos of young Bill Muncey show him with his saxophone
and always well dressed.

In the chapter entitled: Every Way But Straight welearn of Muncey’ sfirst encounter with Gar Wood
while trying to get Al Fallon’s Miss Great Lakes qualified for the Harmsworth Trophy. After sinking
the craft Woods sent Muncey a bill for the motor he borrowed.

Muncey was married, and his wife Kit was expecting when he got drafted into the U.S. Army and
eventually got stationed in Germany. Author Wil Muncey has laced together awonderful collection of
Bill Muncey vignettes with his years in association with Willard Rhodes and the three Miss Thriftway
hydroplanes. And likewise with the “Blue-Blaster” Atlas Van Lines and his association with O. H.
Frisbee.

Dave Seefeldt played alarge part in Muncey’smany successful heat winsand racewins. A record that
will never be broken: Bill Muncey is the winningest unlimited hydroplane drlver in an open cockpit

boat. No turbine engines and no enclosed B e | R S | I o | o | S | 20
cockpits. He also did thiswith no back up S == -: ———=l
hulls available to him, parked in the pits Spf=s="— I}~ 1= vl =
“just in case”. = [ | e s

If you are a Bill Muncey fan or maybe
just acurious fan of the sport of unlimited
hydroplane racing, you should read this
book. The photos are marvelous. 2Beoe Muncey

Atlas Van Linies

i ¢l :
> i [
7
=l = fi.f.‘ B

199 pages, 59 color and black & white
photos

Review by: Kirk Pagel. Special Projects
Editor for the Unlimited NewsJournal




A Twist on the Shipping of the H1
Fleet to Doha

From Lon Erickson

For this year’s Oryx Cup - UIM World Championship, H1 in conjunction with the QMSF and Peters
& May will be moving ahead with a new program to improve the efficiency and the economics of
transporting the H1 fleet across the world to race in Doha, Qatar.

For this year’s event, 3 of the 10 teams will be sending their boats and equipment using a new
system. Those teams are the gbr11 Peters & May, #12 Miss DiJulio, and the #100 Leland Unlimited.
Rather than sending a race hull, trailer, and team hauler loaded with equipment, which requires a
much larger vessel, slower trip time and the risk of scheduling issues with larger vessels. These three
teams will be sending their race hulls placed on a flat rack type system and all of their equipment into
a container for shipping on a container style vessel, with less travel time, and more efficient
scheduling. Both the flat rack/cradle with the raceboat, and the container can then be placed on
flatbed truck for movement to the race site. This new system will demonstrate the capabilities of a
new system, with the long range goal of the whole fleet using this method.

| [ g lifs
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Above left is the Peters & May flat rack container transport. At right is the Peters & May flat rack
assembly setup and shop. Peters & May owner and crew chief Scott Raney coordinated the flat rack/
cradle system assembly in Charleston, S.C. before the loading of the ship.

Below left is the gbr11 Peters & May on the flat rack prepped for wrapping. At right, Peters & May all
wrapped up and ready to be put on the hauler.




This new system allows the teams to
ship 37 days to Doha and 38 days
back. Italso means thatall of the truck
items are in a sealed container and
protected from theft, etc. The
container carriers offer more flexibility
with regular sailings to most global
destinations, openingup the possibility
for future additional international races. The flat racks are shipping on the Maersk Pittsburgh sailing
from Charleston, S.C. on October 3rd and arriving in Doha approximately November 9%. Teams, fans,
and sponsors have questioned and had concerns in the past about the length of time the fleet is away
from the United States, easily months at a time. Dave Holley from Peters & May tells us the new flat
rack/container system addresses those concerns.

Upon arrival in Doha the boats (on their cradles) will be placed in the pitarea and each of the teams
will be given a tent and air conditioned office to operate from. The cradles have extensions to allow
for access to the underside of the boat and external parts of the hull, the rudder, skidfin etc.

Peters & May will again be providing all the logistics for the shipping of the fleet to Doha. Neil
Mckeown, Operations Manager for Peters & May says, “We are delighted to be carrying the H1 cargo
to Doha for the 5th year running. The Oryx Cup is the pinnacle of H1 racing and all of the teams will
be fighting for the title of World Champion.” Mckeown says, “Normally the shipping process starts
three months prior to shipment date. However we started the design stage for the flat rack solution
over nine months ago. We are looking
forward to showing the benefits of the
system for future use in the sport.”

The other seven boats, seven team
trucks, the H1 truck and rescue boat will
be shipping RORO (roll on roll off) on the |
Hoegh Delhi. The vessel will sail from
Jacksonville, FL. on October 12th and |~
arrive in Doha approximately November '."
15th.Uponarrivingin Doha the teams will '
be staged in the pit area as usual.




I #6 Oberto — The team
| has spent time in the |
Madison shop before
and after the San Diego
| race onmore substantial | b S
repairs to the hull after . ekl "W o
) incidentsin Tri-Citiesand '
. Seattle, in addition to
\ prepping the hull for the
L i} o= Oryx Cup. Atrightthe #6 %% &
HydroFile Obertooutside theirshop =
Lon Erickson inMadison. ~MCR photo

#9 Les Schwab-RedDot - The Jones crew is
once again busy with repairs to the race boat after a
steering failure in San Diego contributed to a spinout
causing damage to the several areas of the boat. -
The saltwater scoop was tore off, the rudder bracket | .
failed, and left sponson/skidfin area suffered
damage. Above, shots of the #9 damage at San ®Z
Diego. ~ Mike Parker photo :

The #9 Jones Racing display hull (#8401), in Les — e e .Rf&
Schwab/RedDOT colors, has been seen around =t L
the Seattle/Tacomaareaondisplay inrecentweeks.
~ Lon Erickson Photo

#12 Miss DiJulio - They are one of the three boats being shipped using the new flat rack system. Below,
the Centurion Racing team is packing for the trip to Doha. ~ Lon Erickson photo right; ~ D Garl photo left
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#18 Bucket List Racing - The team is the smallest one in the H1 fleet. “It is time to add a few
volunteers to the crew. We are interested in all talents related to boat racing. We plan to run
all races next year. Anyone interested can reply to me by message. | look forward to talking
to all interested. Thanks!” - Kelly Stocklin

#21Go Fast Tu rn Left-Inamoveto complete the ‘

2014 season for the Go Fast Turn Left - O’Farrell team, the #21 was transferred to the Schumacher Racmg
hull for the balance of the season in San Diego and Doha. Ron Jones Jr. is reportedly working on rebuilding
the #21 GFTL hull (#0721) that was damaged at Tri-Cities and work is planned to complete the unfinished
new hull that has been under construction for several years in the O’Farrell race shop. Atright a shot of the
wrecked #21 taken at the shop in late August. ~ BP photo; At left is the new #21. ~ GFTL facebook photo
#37/21 Schumacher Racing - The Schumacher team was penalized in a preliminary heat on Saturday
at the San Diego race for a technical violation in accordance with the H1 rulebook, and disqualified for the
balance of the event. H1 referee’s found a device in the boat that was designed to alter the N2 RPM readings
fed to the on-board monitoring computer. The team
requested an appeal of the penalty, but chose to
leave the event on Saturday, remarking “they were
through”. The #21 Schumacher team is now listed
as one of the participants going to Doha, though no
furtherinformation has come fromthe teamregarding
the recentdevelopments inthe lastthree races. The
status of the sale of the team to Bill Cahill is unknown
at this time.

U-96 Qatar - After suffering a wash-down in a heat
at San Diego, some repairs to the damage suffered
were made in the weeks since Bayfair back at the
Ellstrom shop in Ballard. A-frames and uprights
were rebuilt and saltwater cleanup/maintenance of
their primary motor was needed. ~ Ellstrom U-96
— facebook photo

#100 Leland Unlimited - They are another one of
the boats going to Doha early, soitrequired prepping
and loading for the overseas trip before the San
Diego Bayfair event, as they drove directly to
Charleston, S.C. after the San Diego race. ~ Lon
Erickson photo




2014/15 Update

The2014 seasoniscompl etefor domestic racesand theboatsaregetting ready to
headfor theseasonendingraceinDoha, Qatar. Hereareafew notesaboutthe USA
races.

Theseasonopenedwithanexhibitionraceat ShrinersFestinEvansville, Indiana
between the Allison powered U-3 Master Tire and the turbine powered gbrll
£ Peters& May. All werehopeful that asuccessful exhibitionwouldgenerateinterest
N Tla s Xoildetid inbringingthatvenuebacktotheraceschedule. By all measures, theexhibitionwas

Chris Tracy asuccess, withabout 30,000 spectatorsattending. Recent nastromtheEvan_sn lle

newspaper indicatesthat itisunlikely that aracewill beheldin2015. TheShriners

havetheBlueAnge sscheduledfor 2015andfinancialy don’ tthink they canswingfundingboththeBluesandahydro
race. Evansvilleracesupportersappear to belookingtoward 2016.

Madison, Indianaraceinsdersreport al wentwe l withthe2014 event. “ Prizemoney waspad’ andthey indicate
thefinancial balancesheet wasokay. Itwaswidely rumoredthat Tri-Cities(Richland, Kennewick, and Pasco),
Wash. wantedthe Gold Cupin2015to hel p cel ebratethe50th running of theunlimiteds, but Detroitinked along-
termdeal with APBA tohosttheGold Cup. A smallishcrowd attended the Gold CupinDetroit and they did not
haveatitlesponsor. Detroit announced that they want theraceconducted | ater intheseasonin 2015 (August 21-
23), whichwould mean boatswoul d needto head totheeastern circuit twiceinaseason, instead of packagingthe
Madison and Detroit racesback-to-back; ownersare concerned about theextracost.

Weather wasperfectthetheTri-Citiesraceandthecrowdwasespecialy largeon Friday and Saturday. HAPO
Community Credit Union, alongtimesupporter of theweekend event andlocally known asthe Official Sponsor of
Summer, stepped up and wasthetitlesponsor for theunlimited hydroplanerace. Asusual, theeventwaswell-
organized. Thelocal newspaper, theTri-City Herald, provided excellent coverage, asdid KNDU TV.

AlbertLeeAppliancesreturnedat thetitlesponsor for theracein Seattle. Themilitary and BlueAngelswere
back aspart of Seafair weekend, cel ebrating the 65th anniversary of Seafair. The Seafair pressconferenceis
traditionally mostly about theboat racesand air show, but not thisyear. Much of thepressconferencewasabout
welcoming back themilitary and Navy ships, MarineWeek, andtheBlueAngels. Itwasnoted that thiswasthe40th
anniversary of Obertosponsoringaboat at Seafair. Therestorationandrunningof Bill Muncey’ sBlueBlaster, Atlas
VanLineswashighlighted by DavidWilliams. Thisnewsconferenceiswel| attended by themedia, and |’ dsuggest
inthefuture, that al teamswithowners, drivers, and/or sponsorsinattendancebecl early identified soreporterscan
locateandinterview themafter theformal pressconference. Seafair istypically well organized, but Friday wasa
littleoff: nosignsfor purchas ng pit passesand hand writtens gnswerethenormthroughout theweekend, not enough
chairsat thestart/finishlinepittower onFriday, nogoodiesfor thepit tour goodiebags, etc. Itwasreportedtothe
Unlimited NewsJour nal that at theNorth Gateon Saturday morningthat Seafair hadticketingissuesandjust | et
thespectatorsinfor free. The UNJhadtroublegetting hot pit passesfor two of our reportersandfindinganyone
“Inauthority” with Seafair wasimposs ble; hot pit passeshad never beenanissueinthedecadestheUNJhascovered
therace; many thankstoH1' sSteveM ontgomery for hel pgetting hot pit credential sfor two UNJreporters! Good
newsisthat Seafair attendancewasup, way upfromlast year. Seattlehad great wire-to-wireTV onKIROon
Sunday andit wasenhanced with somenew broadcast talent.

SanDiegoranwithout atitlesponsor and attendancewasnot particularly large. TheBill Muncey Memoria was
refurbishedabit andrededicated. Probably thebiggest newsat San Diegowastheannouncement that longtimeH1
Chairman Sam Colewasnolonger Chairmanand Steven DavidwasnamedinterimH1 Chairman. Coleiscredited
withbringingtheQatar racetotheseriesand running (and hol ding theseriestogether) during very difficulttimes.
Othershavecomplained about Cole smanagement styleand priorities. All hopethat SteveDavid canhelpbring
everyonetogether and moveforward.
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