January 31, 2021
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE: Light Dawns on a Weary World (A. Miller)
MEDITATION
Psalm 115
Read by: Walter Brueggemann
Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory,
for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness.
Why should the nations say, "Where is their God?"
Our God is in the heavens; he does whatever he pleases.
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see.
They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell.
They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk;
they make no sound in their throats.
Those who make them are like them; so are all who trust in them.
O Israel, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield.
O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield.
You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD!
He is their help and their shield.
The LORD has been mindful of us; he will bless us;
he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron;
he will bless those who fear the LORD, both small and great.
May the LORD give you increase, both you and your children.
May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
The heavens are the LORD's heavens,
but the earth he has given to human beings.
The dead do not praise the LORD, nor do any that go down into silence.
But we will bless the LORD from this time on and forevermore.
Praise the LORD!

GATHERING SONG: Son of God, Eternal Savior (ELW 655)

GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY – Kary Coble
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to
all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation
will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: Lord, Be Glorified (ELW 744)

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE WORD: Luke 6:1-16 – Chris Burns
1
One sabbath while Jesus was going through the grainfields, his disciples
plucked some heads of grain, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them.
2
But some of the Pharisees said, "Why are you doing what is not lawful on
the sabbath?" 3Jesus answered, "Have you not read what David did when
he and his companions were hungry? 4He entered the house of God and
took and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but
the priests to eat, and gave some to his companions?" 5Then he said to
them, "The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath."
6
On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught, and there was
a man there whose right hand was withered. 7The scribes and the
Pharisees watched him to see whether he would cure on the sabbath, so
that they might find an accusation against him. 8Even though he knew
what they were thinking, he said to the man who had the withered hand,
"Come and stand here." He got up and stood there. 9Then Jesus said to
them, "I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to
save life or to destroy it?" 10After looking around at all of them, he said to
him, "Stretch out your hand." He did so, and his hand was restored. 11But

they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they
might do to Jesus.
12
Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he
spent the night in prayer to God. 13And when day came, he called his
disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles:
14
Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James, and
John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15and Matthew, and Thomas, and
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon, who was called the Zealot, 16and
Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
Word of God,
word of life.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD: O Master, Let Me Walk with You (Glandon/Smith)
Rachel Jackman, Soloist
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: We Are Called (ELW 720)

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Nikki Thorsheim
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence,

to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Rob and Kim McCaw
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout
the world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the
church and its ministries, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil,
forests and farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural
resources and all that exists, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and
legal aid attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all
responsible for the well-being of civil society, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and
hospitalized, those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental
illness, those who are hungry or homeless, and all in any need; for
caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent
from worship, those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people
of God in this place and for other needs in our community, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in
thanksgiving for the baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades
over all creation.
Amen.
Silence for Self-Reflection.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the
broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your
outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit
the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even
before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in
your divine mercy. Amen.
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ
Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own
beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we
are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the
Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY: As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)

OFFERING PRAYER – Lloyd Condra
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her
child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and
empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our
darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly
food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER – Rachel Danforth
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are
strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished
in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your
name.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy
Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (ELW 674)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Let Us Talents & Tongues Employ (Arr. Carter)
All liturgy, music & lyrics in this bulletin are covered by copyright licenses for publishing & streaming.
▪

▪
▪
▪

Copyright ©2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by
permission under license #SAS003678.
Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under CCLI License
#2262125.
Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under LicenSing #623195.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of Churches of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

