Some of you may be aware that this week, 


the NCAA March Madness Tournament kicked off.  

It is called March Madness, 


because anything can happen.  



Lower seeds upset higher seeds, 



games go into overtime.  



Players previously unknown become legends.  


There is also the fun of seeing the Cinderella Team make a strong run.  

Lisa and I were still in college 


when this year's number 1 seeded team 


and undefeated going in, 



first put on the Cinderella slipper. 

But in the 20 plus years since then, 


Gonzaga has not missed a NCAA tournament.  

This run has been impressive, 


because they are coming from a mid-major conference 



and are now competing with North Carolina, 



Duke, 



and Kentucky in recruiting players. 

 If I were to go back to Gonzaga today, 


I would be clueless on how to even watch a game, 



because everything has been turned upside down.  




A new arena, new buildings, 




new ticket policies, 




and a much larger campus for 7500 would leave me lost 





on what was a school of 4000 when I attended.  

I highlight this particular reshaping change, 


because a world changing one happened in Jesus' birth and resurrection.  

Simeon is the first to clearly spell this out,


 as he tells Mary that Jesus “will cause the  rising and falling of many in Israel.”  

But this change was hinted at already 


throughout the introduction 



as an old couple becomes pregnant, 



a virgin becomes pregnant, 



songs of change are sung, 



heaven itself sings to shepherds, 



the lowest in the social structure, 




the shepherd,





 shared the good news.  

Imbedded in this story 


is the fact that Jesus is already shaking up the view of males and females.  



As women are the first to hear the news of salvation.  


Shaking up the view of class 



as people who are essential to the religious life in Israel, 




but often impure because of the work in shepherds, 



are the ones to spread the good news.  

Everything in Israel seems to be coming off the hinges at Jesus' birth.

It does not settle down during Jesus' ministry.  


The world is being flipped upside down.  



Right is left, 



black is white, 



the poor are rich, 



the meek are strong,



 the hungry are filled, 



those who mourn laugh.  

In addition to the sermon on the plain found in Luke 7, 


we find Jesus pushing back against the religious establishment throughout.  



Showing them that the Sabbath is for man 




and not vice versa.  



That mercy is desired, 




not just sacrifice.  



That heart matters to God, 




more than works.  



That God is a loving father 




more than a bitter, angry tyrant.  

All of these things 


show how wrong we had made God's plan to redeem us.  


But Jesus was here to show us the correct way.

That correct way is hard.  


As Simeon warns Mary, 



it will pierce your heart as well.  

While we don't have record of Mary being crucified 


or otherwise tortured, 

she was Jesus' mother, 


and had to watch what happened to him.  

I can see in our family already 


the difference in Lisa and I's love for Eva and Esme.  

There is something that happens in that 9 months of growing 


and then bringing the child into the world 



through the pain of childbirth 


that dads just can't touch.  

Something that is painful to watch 


when something threatens the fruit of a mother.  

Mary knew Jesus was going to be different.  


But it could not prepare her 



to watch Jesus touch lepers, 



face down demon possessed men 




who had to be chained, 



be questioned for how he ate, 




who he hung out with, 



and be despised despite the good work he was doing.  


All of this, 



before she watches him be arrested, 



beaten, 



and hung on a cross 




to die a slow 




suffocating death 





because he is not pulling his body weight 






against the nails in his hands and feet to breath.

But this was part of the process of changing the way the world works.  


If death 


and forceful power are no longer going to have the ultimate say, 



you need to show people how to live in this new world.  

In instance after instance, 


Jesus shows us again how to be Exodus people.  



People who were to trust God 




and not their own power.  



People who knew God would provide their daily bread 




and fill their thirst.  



People who were once enslaved, 




but now had been redeemed 




and were free.  


All the bonds that held them there, 



are now gone.  

Jesus' reading of Isaiah 61 at the beginning of his ministry


 is a great roadmap of the way Jesus was turning the world upside down.  


Of redeeming the people. 


“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 




because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 




He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 





and recovery of sight for the blind, 




to release the oppressed, 




to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  


The poor receive good news, 


prisoners are free, 


blind see, 


oppressed are free, 


and debt's are cancelled.

This last one, 


the one linked with the Year of the Lord's Favor 



is a hard one for us.  

America operates on a supply and demand system.  


God's world does not. 


 Israel's was not supposed to either.  

Every 49 years, 


there was supposed to be the year of Jubilee, 



where all debts were cancelled.  


In fairness to buyers,



 land sales were to be prorated for the number of years of ownership.  

But this wiping the slate clean rubs 


so wrong within us, 



that the last time I preached on it during the Sermon of the Mount, 




it was the only time I had multiple comments about my sermon.  


Thankfully, 



I had both political parties mad at me for what I said.  

In a conversation this week, 


someone struggled with the idea of canceling of student debt 



that came up in the discussion, 




but is not in the new bill passed by congress.  

They had worked in situations to get their debt cancelled, 


so why should people get their slate wiped clean 



for not doing anything?  

I did not think of it until afterwards, 


but a quality response would have been, 



“What did you do to earn your debt of sin being wiped clean?”  

God's economy does not make sense on paper, 


but does in the long run 


and in reality.  

As Paul acknowledges in Romans 13, 


the only debt we will always have 



is the debt to love one another, 




because we will never be able to repay the debt we owe to God 





and his love.

As we reach the end of Luke, 


we hear Jesus walking with Cleopas and another, 



sharing their let down.  


“We had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.”  

Which brings us back to the question, 


what does “redeeming Israel” look like?  

Our city currently has the Save Our Skagway campaign afoot.  


The biggest hitch is, 



“What does saving Skagway look like?”  


From what I can discern, 



there is more than one opinion out there.

As we mentioned two weeks ago, 


part of the redemption process 



was that death was overcome.  


The Roman Empire remained,


 the temple system remained, 



but death was overcome.  

In due time, 


both oppressors also fell.  

Nations have risen and fallen for centuries since.  


But the group of believers that Jesus has led since then, 



has only grown.  

This is despite the persecution it faced from the time of Acts on.  


As we hear in Acts, 



the good news upset temple worship in Jerusalem and beyond.  


We hear of Paul being ran out of town repeatedly,



 because he keeps upsetting the status quo.  

Jesus has continued to upset the status quo 


as slavery has ended, 


women are treated equally, 


and the reality of one large tribe of many colors 



continues to call the church to repentance.

Underlying all of this, 


is the reality we mentioned Mary faced.  

It is going to come through pain and death.  


We have to die to our ways.  

This is going to make things harder 


than the world would let them be temporarily.  

Satan offered Jesus an easier way to be worshipped, 


but it was not the way of pain and death.  


So it was not worth pursuing.  

We don't have an easier way as Jesus' followers either.  


Suffering is going to come.  



What we pay extra taxes on 




will probably not benefit us directly.  



People will misuse the gifts we give them, 




not use them to their full potential.  


But none of this is new.  

We see it occurring with Jesus 


as he tried to show them the new way.  



He would heal people of life long ailments, 




give them clear directions, 




and then watch them be immediately ignored.  


This continues to happen, 



because we have not completely switched over.

If you have ever tried mixing technology, 


you know how dangerous and costly it is.  

Mac and PC, 


40 years later, 



still do not play well together.  


It is better, 



but not perfect.  

But when my phone became an iPhone, 


my macbook played so much better with it.  

So it is when Christians start living out more fully 


the gospel they proclaim.  
Churches have a long history 


of long standing hurt with in them.  



Which is ironic for a place of weekly forgiveness.  

How could two members


 be bitter about something that happened 20 years ago.  

It was deeply hurtful, 


true.  


But no more hurtful than anything Jesus already addressed on the cross.

We are in the midst of March Madness.  


We have been for two millenia.  

Everything has been turned upside down.  


Predictions from the world 



are only about as good as those telecasters who tell you 




their predictions on their brackets.  


The odds of being correct are one in 9.2 quintillion. 



In case you were wondering, 




one quintillion is one billion billions.  

That is just to predict how 63 basketball games are going to turn out.


Which already all 37 million entries this year has gotten wrong.  

So when the world tells you that only the powerful, 


the rich, 


the educated will win, 

remember, 


their standards have been turned upside down.  

Even the way they are predicting things 


no longer is the way the world actually works.  

The odds are better if you know much about basketball itself, 


1 in 10 billion.  

The odds in life are even better, 


as long as you know the world's standards 


are not the Kingdom of God's standards, 



yet.  

But one day, 


they will be.  


Because the Kingdom of God is coming to earth.

You can bet on that.
