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We’ve Been Busy
By John Wrobel, President
I can’t believe 3 months have passed since the last newsletter. We have been busy trying to keep things in order as we begin to see what returning to normal looks like.
We are once again booking rentals at the Dance Hall, which is great news as we haven’t seen much income over the last year and a half. Thanks to all of you who have paid
the dues, and special thanks to those who were able to do a little more. Many thanks
to our board member Wes who put a considerable effort forth to increase our membership, which has almost quadrupled.
A new roof has been installed on the Ferrando house and with a little paint and some
help from the San Juan Pacific Model Railroad club, we will have that project behind us.
The Clampers have been dutifully coming around every month and helping with many
maintenance tasks, refinishing picnic tables, painting the buildings, replacing rotten
wood in steps and porches, cleaning up left over bits from previous projects, pruning
trees and bushes, repairing leaking water pipes, cleaning dirt and dust off the displayed
artifacts, helping relocate things that need to be moved between the museum and the
park, as well as helping move things around in the museum too.
We finally feel safe enough to be able to re-open the research room to assist the public
with their quests to learn about their families history. And we opened the museum and
the Historical Village at the beginning of May sharing our collections with our community. Was great to be able to do it during national museum month. Hopefully we will be
able to do this with a minimum of concern for health risks as more and more of us get
the COVID vaccinations and we will not be needing to wear masks any more, or at
least most of the time. We could use a few more volunteers to help with visitor services on the days we are open.
Additionally, we are rekindling our relationships with other organizations such as the
Hollister Downtown Association and Chamber of Commerce as we begin to make
plans for the Hollister Sesquicentennial Celebration. With a little assistance from the
community we can make this as much fun as the previous Diamond Jubilee (1947), and
Centennial (1972) celebrations. Accounts from the newspapers of the day show that
they had a great time. (Drop by the museum and ask to see them).
Keep an eye on our Facebook page and web site as we
have also begun to plan for a Blue Grass Festival in August, and later the Hope Harvest Festival & Petapalooza
at the Park. I’m sure there will be other fun activities
throughout the rest of the year, including some astronomers with their telescopes, and many family picnics,
gatherings and birthday parties. If you have ideas as to
how we could attract additional volunteers to help with
the activities and or maintenance, please let us know.

Dates
to
Calendar
Remember
2021 Events:
Stay tuned to our Facebook
page
Wednesday,
for updatesMarch
on events.
25
COVID restrictions
General
Meeting which
may
7:00
pmaffect dates will
change as we negotiate
498 Fifth Street
these uncertain times...
Book Discussion—African
Americans of Monterey
County General

Membership
Saturday, June
27
Meeting
& Picnic
JunePicnic
19
Membership
at
the
Historical
Park
11:00 am
Historical Park

Music in the Park
July 10 July
12-3pm
Saturday,
24-26
Live Day
Bluegrass
on stage
Early
Gas Engine
Free! Bring the family!
Tractor Association
Cottage Bar open for
Show
purchase
of vintage sodas,
BBQ lunch & ice cream
Visitor Center Open

Brookdale
Bluegrass Festival
August 13-14-15
At the Historical Park
See page 3 for more info

San Benito
Community
Auction
Online August 27-30
See page 3 for more inf

Civil War Days
Sept 17-19
At the Historical Park
Bring the family for
educational re-enactment
See page 4 for more info

Flag Day Ceremony at the Park
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On June 14,1777 the second Continental Congress passed a resolution establishing the flag we recognize of the United States of America. In 1885 a teacher
in Wisconsin led his school in a formal observance of Flag Day on June 14, and
continued to promote this concept through the rest of his life. In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson officially established June 14 as Flag Day.
Flag Day is kind of special for us at the
Historical Park. Six years ago Boy Scout
Devin Wright completed his Eagle Scout
project at the Historic Village in Tres Pinos. What is so special is that his project
was to install a flag pole and fire pit designed for the purpose of retiring worn
American Flags. Don Pidd, our former
Park Caretaker had a dream of utilizing
this pole and fire pit as a catalyst for a
community activity remembering Flag Day
and providing us with the opportunity to
retire worn and tattered American Flags.
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This year on Flag Day a group of Scouts from all girl Troop 446, Piper Shankle
(Senior Patrol Leader), Autumn Salinas, Sommer Salinas, Emma Santillan, and
Layla Villegas along with members of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9242
members, Geroge Nava (Commander) and Maria Spandri (Senior Vice Commander) performed a Flag Retirement ceremony then hoisted a flag that had
been previously flown over our Nations’ Capitol.
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After the ceremony the Scouts BBQ’d hot
dogs and invited everyone present to join
them, then they shared a bit of celebratory
cake with the group.
We had to skip the Flag Day event last year
due to COVID, however we hope to encourage more community engagement next year
for this very moving event.
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THANK YOU EVERYONE!
We are excited to open our
facilities again in a
COVID-19 responsible way.

Thank you Troop 446 and VFW Post 9242.
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Brookdale Bluegrass Festival
August 13-14-15 at the Historical Park
Peter Rowan and Lauri Lewis will headline this year’s Brookdale Bluegrass Festival at the Historical Park. Follow our Facebook page for
more info as August approaches.
FYI: The Good Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival will return in 2022!
Because you can never have enough bluegrass!

San Benito
Community Auction

Volunteer
Work Days

The Historical Society is excited to participate once again in the San Benito
Community Auction, an online fundraising event.
Keep your eyes on our website and Facebook page to see what enticing items
we’ll be offering & show us some love!
Thanks to Community Foundation of
San Benito County
for their generous support!

1st Saturdays of the month:
9am-12 at Historical Park
unless otherwise noted:
July 3 Aug 7 Sep 4
Oct 2 Nov 6 Dec 4
We Meet at the Cottage Bar
email:
parkdirector@sbchistoricalsociety.org
for more info
THANK YOU

WISH LIST
Thanks in Advance!!
Do you by chance have one of these gathering dust? We’re happy to pick
it up & put it to good use! Email parkdirector@sbchistoricalsociety.org

Do you have these skills & some
spare time to put them to work?
We’d love to talk with you!
 Restoring vintage artifacts



Milk cans or other equipment for upcoming dairy display



Canning jars (vintage for display, newer for fundraisers)



Restoring vintage tractors



Golf cart /club car with carryall-type back



Restoring vintage cars



Pressure Washer



Small engine repair



Paint brushes & rollers - all sizes



Social Media savvy



Battery operated jumpstarter/ tire inflator



Window glazing



Battery operated circular saw



Carpentry



Folding short step ladder



Sign Painting



Printer Copy Paper 8.5X11”



Electrician
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Civil war days
September 18th and 19th
9:00am to 4:00pm

Preservation
Campaign:
Sincere thanks to our
generous donors who
have brought the fund
so close to the goal:

The Civil War comes alive at the
Historical Park located on Hwy 25,
one mile south of Tres Pinos with
living history activities and battle reenactments presented by the San
Benito County Historical Society and
National Civil War Association.
The schedule is filled with artillery
and troop drills, demonstrations,
camp life and daily battles. With all
of the opportunities to experience
authentic 19th century life, Civil War Days weekend also includes some of the
modern amenities for your enjoyment. A busy saloon with old fashion soda
drinks awaits you along with some truly unique food. Both modern and historic
vendors are on site for souvenirs, crafts, clothing and more!
For more information, contact Wes Leiser @ weshollister@yahoo.com

VOLUNTEER DOCENTS NEEDED
FOR MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL PARK
We are excited to open our doors once again to the public and are seeking
part-time volunteers with an interest in history to staff both facilities:

As we complete projects,
the pot gets depleted.
Please consider pitching
in what you can so our
volunteers can stay busy!
The Preservation
Campaign seeks funds to
patch, paint and protect
the buildings at the Historical Village and the
Wapple House Museum.
Please consider a donation to our current campaign through the link on
our web site sbchistoricalsociety.org
or mail a check to:
SBCHS
498 5th St.,
Hollister, CA 95023.

The Wapple Museum is open Friday-Saturday 10-2pm
The Historical Park Visitor Center is open Saturdays 11-3pm
Perhaps you are retired, have some spare time or are between jobs? Or maybe
just need to get the heck out of the house??? If you have an interest in history,
and enjoy interacting with people, you are encouraged to learn more about becoming a docent with the Historical Society. Not only a meaningful way to serve
your community, you’ll also learn more about this place we call home and pick
up some great friends and stories to share. No experience is necessary; training
will be provided. The number of days worked per month is flexible.

Thank You
For Your Support

For more information on becoming a Docent,
please call John Wrobel (831)637-3216

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org
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San Benito County Cemetery Preservation Society
Celebrates Its 20th Year
Tracing your family’s roots in Hollister might send
you down Southside Road next to the County
Yard. There you’ll find “San Benito County Cemetery” established 1897. This cemetery holds the
remains of approximately 346 souls. This is no
longer an active cemetery, being the last person
to be buried was in 1968.
In 2001 The San Benito County Cemetery Preservation Society was officially formed, “With the
goal to provide protection, restoration, education
and preservation from unauthorized and unwanted disturbance, by man or nature for all the San Benito
County Cemeteries”. The founder of the Society Wes Leiser has worked diligently over the past years to
maintain these goals.
The ravages of time have destroyed nearly all the markers
at the cemetery. Only a handful of graves are marked with a
head stone; the rest with small metal markers and a few
with wooden crosses. When you walk out to the grounds
you may see some depressions in the ground. That is
caused by the wooden coffins that have collapsed inwards.
The majority of people were buried in the 1930’s and
1940’s. Over 20 different nationalities are buried at the
cemetery. In nearly 4 years Wes Leiser has research all of
the 346 buried at the cemetery. Many records were obtained through the County Death Certificates, Historical Newspapers and other sources.
All visitors are welcome year round. Cemetery is maintained yearly by the Society. Feel free to lay some flowers at the graves.
Do you know any information about the County Cemetery? Please contact us.
To see if your relative is buried at the County Cemetery
or any other cemetery in San Benito County you can
contact Wes Leiser at weshollister@yahoo.com for further information.

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org
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Hydie McDonald
s t e p s d ow n f r o m
Boa rd of Direc tors
After 3 years on the Board, Hydie McDonald has stepped down. Most
recently serving as Treasurer, Hydie also assisted with events such as the
Fair Booth, Barn Sale and volunteer days. We thank her for her service
and for the energy she brought to the Historical Society. We’ll miss her
knowledgeable insight on Board activities but know we’ll see her again at
upcoming events!
We are seeking new Board members to help carry on our good work.
Please call John Wrobel (831)801-8114 to explore this possibility.

S a n B e n i t o C o. L i b r a r y &
Resourc e Cen ter Coalition
The Historical Society is linking arms with the San Benito County Library,
our Museum’s next-door neighbor. Their Coalition for a New Community
Library and Resource Center (CNCLRC) has been bringing to the community the need for a new library. The San Benito County Historical Society
reached out to the CNCLRC and are being included in their plans for the
new library. This would include dedicated space in a temperature-controlled
room for the Society’s archives and materials collection.To further our goal,
the Coalition members have been continuing to attend the City Council,
Intergovernmental, and Board of Supervisors (BOS) meetings via Zoom. The
NEW library is still on the minds of the BOS and they have mentioned it
several times (to our delight). Supervisors Kosmicki and Tiffany serve on the
subcommittee for the library. We value this partnership and look forward to
working with CNCLRC!
For further information you may call Susan or Tami at (510) 877-3745
Email: www.sbcnewlibrary.org Website: sbcnewlibrary@gmail.com
Or, come by and visit them at these upcoming events, both located in the
courtyard behind the Library & Wapple Museum, 498 5th St, Hollister:

Book Sale: July 17 10-12pm
BIG BOOK SALE: Aug 14 9-1pm
(with teacher discounts)

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org

...and

speaking of books, the Historical
Society has a couple of verrrry interesting books for sale in our
“bookstore” at the Museum and Historical Park. Written by the late local
author Herman Wrede, the Day by
Day books are a humorous and
sometimes poignant glimpse into Hollister’s not-too-distant past. Check
them out!!!
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