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     SUNDAY 
March 8 / 19 Adar 

 
  

7:30 am  Gemara Shiur 
8:00 am Shacharit 
9:30 am  Rabbi Algaze: 
Parasha Class in Spanish  
8:30 am-12:30 pm Book 
Sale (from Rosalie Ten-
zer’s collection) 

MONDAY  
March  9 / 20 Adar 

  
 

6:25 am Gemara Shiur  
6:45 am Shacharit 
 
7:00 pm New Class With 
Rabbi Algaze—Topic: 
Patach Eliahu and the Pray-
er of Ana  Bekoach 

TUESDAY 
March 10 / 21 Adar 

  
 

6:25 am Gemara Shiur  
6:45 am Shacharit 
 
7:00 pm Parasha Class with 
Rabbi Levitt 

WEDNESDAY 
March 11 / 22 Adar 

  
 

6:25 am Gemara Shiur  
6:45 am Shacharit 
 
 
 

THURSDAY  
March 12 / 23 Adar 

 
 
 

6:25 am Gemara Shiur  
6:45 am Shacharit 
 

 

7:00 pm Prepare for Pesach 
with Rabbi Levitt  

 FRIDAY 
March 13 / 24 Adar 

 
 
 
 

6:25 am Gemara Shiur 
6:45 am Shacharit 

 

6:42 pm Candle Lighting 
6:45 pm Mincha, Kabba-
lat Shabbat 

Kiddush is sponsored by Alice & Michael James commem-
orating  the yahrzeit of her mother Bracha bat Abraham Z”L 

Seudah Shlisheet sponsorship available. 

Shabbat Shalom! 
 
 

5:34 pm Candle Lighting 
5:40 pm Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv  
 

8:45 am Mishnayot class  
9:00 am Shacharit 
9:11 am Latest Shema 
Parasha p. 484  Maftir p. 838; Haftorah p. 1216 
4:30 pm Gemara with Rabbi Algaze  
4:30 pm Parasha Shiur– Rabbi Levitt  
5:00 pm Special Class with Rabbi Algaze 
5:20 pm Mincha & Seudah Shlisheet 
6:34 pm Maariv & Havdalah 

Upcoming Sponsorships 
 

 March 14 Carol Krohn and Arlene Ross 

 March 21 Avi Simantov 

NEW CLASS by Rabbi Algaze 
Starts March 9th 

 The Prayer of Ana Bekoach 
 

This Kabbalistic piece is a mystical, Kabbalistic prayer that 
includes the 42 Names of God.. It is formed by by 7 verses
( lines) of six words each totaling 42 words, The first letters 
of each word form the mystical Name of God. It is attributed 
to the saintly Tanna, Rabbi Nechunya ben haKannah. It is 
recited every morning, and after the Lecha Dodi on Shabbat 
and also before bed. It  It is a segula to overcome obsta-
cles, untangle knotted situations. The course will  introduce 
some of the basic concepts of Kabbalah. 

The Havurat Yisrael Kiddush 
 

One of the most characteristic features of  Havurat 
Yisrael is the time we spend together. Even after 
the food is gone and the tables are clean, people 
still stay to chat and mingle, thus developing the 

special bonds that unite us. It is sad to see that some Shab-
batot go without a sponsor. Please consider sponsoring a 
kiddush so that all our dates are filled with sponsors’ names.  

Daylight Savings Time begins at 2 am Sunday.  
Turn clocks ahead one hour! 

Save the  Date 

Sunday March 22nd at 10:30 am — Membership Meeting 

Purim at Havurat Yisrael 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the Mischloach manot bas-
kets, Purim Party and Seudah Purim: Tamara Algaze, who chaired this pro-
ject, Sarah Mizrahi, the Hausman family, the Salas family, Rahel Contreras, 
Miriam Portela, Esther Nelson, Renee Hirsch, Jane Stiefel, Miriam Jacobs, 
Simcha Kulaya, Hannah de Lima, Carol Krohn, Sarah Esses, Judy Kugel-
man, Mark Atlas, Jake Polonetsky and Yossef Alvares.  
 
Thanks to Debbie & David Sosnowik and to Sheryl & Todd Hausman for 
sponsoring the break-fast with delicious food from Pizza Palace. 

Yeshiva University Library Trip  
With Rabbi Avrohom Levitt on Thursday March 12th  

 

Departing at 10am; Meeting at Yeshiva University at 11am  
Reservations required by Tuesday March 10th; Names need to be sub-
mitted to YU security in advance. No last minute reservations.  
Please contact Rabbi Levitt to RSVP or with any questions at 347-598-
9582, or call the HY office.  

Prepare for Pesach with Rabbi Levitt  
 

 Class Starts this Thursday night March 12th at 7 pm  

Matza Bakery Trip — Sunday March 15th  at 12 pm 
 

Watch the Process of Baking Matzot for Pesach  
At Kehilat Yakov Pupa & Tzehlem Matzo Bakery– Brooklyn 

 

For Reservations please call or email the Havurat Yisrael office.   
Matzah Price: $48 /pound 



THE MYSTERIOUS LAW 

by Rabbi David Algaze 
 

‘This is the decree (hukkat) of the Torah, which Hashem 
commanded saying: Speak unto the children of Israel and they 
shall take to you a completely red cow, without blemish, and upon 
which a yoke has not come.” (Bamidbar 19:2) 

The Torah is one of the most rational and intelligent books of 
mankind. In it we find a cogent set of laws, governing man’s 
relations with each other, the organization of society, the 
preservation of property and body and a judicial and ethical 
system that has stood the test of time and become the source of 
admiration and emulation for centuries. Yet, this same Law 
contains two types of regulations. The first, the mishpatim, are the 
laws that are perfectly rational and would have been established by 
reason even if there had been no Revelation. These laws include 
the prohibitions of murder, stealing, incest and the like. The 
second set of laws are the hukkim, the laws which appear to have 
no rational explanation and of which the law of the Red Cow is a 
supreme example. Among them are the laws of kashrut, shaatnez, 
the laws of purity and so on which our mind naturally wishes to 
reject. This is the reason that the law of the Red Cow is introduced 
as “this is the decree of the Torah.” Not just the decree of the Red 
Cow, but the decree of the entire Torah, for we are being presented 
with the set of laws that are beyond human understanding and 
which we are to observe simply because Hashem commanded 
them.  The Red Cow is a symbol of these laws because it presents 
a paradox: its ashes purify the impure, yet those who gather the 
ashes become contaminated by the contact. It is about this paradox 
that King Solomon exclaimed, “I said I would be wise, but it is far 
from me.” (Kohelet 7:23) 

The Midrash narrates the story of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai 
explaining the logic of this law to a heathen who questioned this 
law as an apparent act of magic. The Rabbi told the heathen that 
just as when a person has a certain ailment, he is treated by the 
burning of some plants and the smoke cures him, so it is the 
procedure of the Red Cow in removing the impurity from a person 
who came in contact with a corpse. After the questioner left, the 
students told the Rabbi, “You pushed him aside with a frail 
argument, but to us what do you say?” Rabbi Yochanan answered 
them, “The corpse does not contaminate and the water does not 
purify, but rather Hashem says, ‘I have made a decree, you may 
not transgress it.’” (Bamidbar Rabba 19) 

The Maharal (R. Yehuda Loew, 15626-1609) demonstrates from 
this story that, although the laws of the Torah appear to stem from 
a rational or natural source, in reality this is not so. Otherwise, the 
Torah would merely be a health manual. The foods we are 
forbidden to eat are not intrinsically worse than the foods we are 
allowed to consume. It is not the pork that dulls our minds; it is the 
fact that we disobey G-d that makes us weaker physically and 
mentally.  The most repugnant creature does not necessarily 
contain noxious elements in itself; the reason they harm us when 
we eat them is because we have transgressed the will of Hashem. 
(Tif’eret Israel, 8) That is the reason why “one should not say, ‘I 
cannot stand pork, I cannot commit adultery.’ On the contrary, a 
person should say, ‘I could eat pork…but what can I do my Father 
in Heaven forbade it?” (Sifra 20) 

It is common nowadays to attribute great reason and good sense to 
many of the laws of the Torah. Indeed, we have found that many 
of our practices such as circumcision, kashrut, niddah laws, have a 
salutary effect on our bodies and social hygiene. However, the real 
reason that the transgression of these laws is so harmful to our 

bodies and spirit is that when we do not observe these laws, we 
steer away from G-d and His master plan for the universe. There is 
no greater crime than this and no greater damage we cause to our 
selves.  When we associate with the laws willingly, when we trust 
the Lawgiver, we come closer to Him. It is that proximity with the 
Creator that is the ultimate source of our blessing, our health and 
our serenity.  

Maimonides writes that despite this, one should attempt to find 
rational explanations for all the laws in the Torah including the 
hukkim. However, “if one does not find a rational explanation for 
a certain law, the law should not be regarded as unimportant in his 
eyes and rebel against G-d…One should not step on the laws he 
does not comprehend.”  (Laws of Temurah) We observe the law 
because it comes from G-d; it is good because it stems from the 
Creator, not because we know them to be good for us. Although in 
most cases, the dilemma does not exist, there may be times when 
we find a law difficult to observe, its cause or rational need 
eluding us. On those moments we have to rise above our questions 
and our doubts and understand that the laws derive their value 
from the fact that G-d commanded them regardless of whether we 
understand them or not. It is beautiful to see our laws as so full of 
wisdom and intelligence, but a Jew has the greater merit when he 
observes the laws simply Hashem commanded it.  

Someone once said that he would only believe in Judaism if it 
made sense to him. He wanted to accept only those beliefs or laws 
that could penetrate his mind. However, the universe is full of 
mysteries, of phenomena we may not comprehend, yet they exist 
whether we understand them or not. To demand that we observe 
the Torah only after we understand it is like asking the sun to rise 
only if we know its movements. The sun will rise without us, the 
flowers will bloom without us, and the truth will be true whether 
we understand it or not. Man’s failure to understand truth does not 
make it untrue. (R. Munk).  

G-d gave us two types of laws: the rational-to remind us that the 
universe is created by an Intelligent Being, and the second, the 
hukkim, to raise us to a level that transcends our limited 
intelligence. By observing the hukkim with trust in Hashem, we 
demonstrate our trust in Him and our acceptance of the limits of 
our comprehension. A Torah without hukkim would be infinitely 
poorer. This is another gift of G-d to Man.  

Why is it that the hukkim are associated with the law of the Red 
Cow? The answer may be that when we have the right approach to 
these laws, we will achieve purity and our lives will be lived in 
proximity to the Creator Himself. If you observe the decrees of the 
Torah in the manner we have explained, you are assured of leading 
a life of purity and peace. “This is the decree of the Torah.” The 
whole Torah can be understood from the acceptance of this law.  

Refuah Shlema  Alte Ester Riva bat Devorah Shifra, Yaakov ben 
Leah, Tzvi ben Sara, Talia Leah bat Sarah, Miriam bat Rivka, Reu-
ben ben Malka, Baruch Chaim ben Basha, Malka bat Simcha, Han-
nah bat Yehudit, Binyamin Baer ben Chana, Hillel Zvi Yehuda ben 
Tzina, Joseph David ben Rachel, Abraham ben Devorah Shifra, Isra-
el ben Devora Shifra, Sherry Plutzker, Chaya Sarah bat Bunye, Ba-
ruch Chaim ben Basha, Chavah Rivka bat Brucha and Sharona 
Mindy bat Rivkah Rachel. 

Book Sale from  

Rosalie TenzeR’s  z”l collecTion 
 

This Sunday March 8th — 8:30 am to 12:30 pm at HY 
 

Books of Jewish History, Tanach, Holocaust Studies, Israel 
History, Hagadot  etc. 


