
 
 

The Feast of the Epiphany of Our 
Lord 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 
6:35pm 

 

WELCOME 
 

We welcome you to Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, WELCOME,   

If you are worshipping again, WELCOME BACK. 
Worship is much more joyful when we add our voices to offer praise and 
thanksgiving. If you need anything, just ask one of the ushers or greeters.  

 A nursery is provided for younger children should you want to use it at any 
time. If you would like to discuss discipleship at Mt. Hermon, 

 Pastor Gina would love to speak with you! 
 

Welcome to the 38th Community Festival of the Epiphany hosted by Mt 
Hermon Lutheran Church. January 6th ends the Twelve Days of Christmas 
with the story of the Magi bringing the Baby Jesus their gifts and with its 
focus on the star that lights the way to Christ. We, too, are still called to 
offer our gifts, our worship, and to let our lights shine that others may see 
Christ through us.  
 

 
Again welcome… 
  

 
PRE-SERVICE             God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen                   Davis 
                

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please see the Community Announcements in the back section of the bulletin. 
Please note that all the congregation responses are printed in Bold and Italics. 
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PRELUDE    We Three Kings        J. Linker                
We are silent as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

 
EPIPHANY DIALOGUE 

 

We stand and face the baptismal font. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign 
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 
We give thanks on this holy day, adorned with epiphanies: 
for the star that led the magi to the manger, 
that the nations may see the light of Christ; 
for the water turned to wine at Cana’s wedding, 
that the people taste the goodness of the Lord; 
for the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Jordan, 
that the Christ would save us all. 
This is the day that the Lord has made, 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. Alleluia. 
 

As the cross passes your pew, please turn your bodies and worship attention to the 
front of the sanctuary. 
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HYMN            Angles We Have Heard on High           ELW 289 

 (Red Book) 

 
 
GREETING 
God who sent the Light into our world, 
God who shone in the Bethlehem manger, 
God who spreads the Spirit’s rays, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
We pray together. 
Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you 
brought the nations to the brightness of your rising. Fill 
the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the 
world through him who is the true light and the bright 
morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
We sit. 

 
THE WORD 

 
READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 
A reading from Isaiah. 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings 
to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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READING: Ephesians 3:1-12  
A reading from Ephesians. 
 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 
sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the 
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a 
few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the 
Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of 
God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. 
8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to 
me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 
hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This 
was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in 
boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where 
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 
them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 
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and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
We sit. 

 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Please pray with me the prayer of preparation. 

Holy God, you have a word for me today.  Make my heart 
soft and plant your word in me in order that it may bear 
fruit in your kingdom.  Amen. 
 
 

 
MESSAGE     “they knelt down and paid him homage” 
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We stand. 

HYMN                As With Gladness, Men of Old      ELW 302 

 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the words of the 
Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 



 

9 

 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and  

   the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is  
worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Guided by the star, together with the whole people of God in Christ 
Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
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After each petition: Lead us, O God.  Lead us by your light. 
The Prayers conclude: 
God of light, into your hands we place all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your radiant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 
We sit. 

THE MEAL 
OFFERING 
We give our monetary offering to support Christ’s mission in this place and around the 
world in gratitude of God’s amazing grace. You may make a contribution any time by 
visiting www.mthlc.org and click on “On-line Giving.”  Thank you for your gifts and 
your stewardship. 
Please also take this time in worship to complete the pew registers. 
 

OFFERING            Epiphany Carol          Arr. O’Brien 
 

OFFERTORY Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (Verse 1 Only) 
                   ELW 310
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OFFERING PRAYER 
We give thanks for these gifts and we pray together. 
God of abundance, 
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 
and with them our very lives. 
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE   
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, 
one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
…With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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O God of resurrection and new life.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table 
with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body 
of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy Father, Eternal Word, Spirit of 
Peace, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness.  
Come now to feast at Christ’s table. 
 
 
 
We sit. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
All are welcome to this Meal. Come down the center aisle to receive the bread. (gluten 
free wafers are also available.) Then move to the chalice (cup) of wine, dip the bread in 
the wine. Return to your pew by the side aisle. Those not communing, may cross their 
arms across their chest and come forward for a blessing. Those who desire 
communion but who are not able to come forward will be communed first in their 
pew.  

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

What Child is This       ELW 296 
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O Come All Ye Faithful        ELW 283 
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Away in a Manger       ELW 277 

 
 

We stand. 

BLESSING 
May the Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We pray together. 
O Lord, you look upon us in love and refresh our soul 
through the gifts of bread and wine. Send us out, 
reflecting the light of your grace, to tell the story of Jesus 
Christ, our bright morning start.  Amen. 

 
 



 

17 

 

THE SENDING 
BLESSING 
Beloved children of God, what came into being in Christ was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it. The light of Christ  shine on you with grace and mercy and fill 
you with joy and peace.  
Amen. 

 
As the cross passes your pew, please turn and face the entrance of the sanctuary. 

HYMN                     Go Tell It On the Mountain         ELW 290 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, guided by the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Angels from the Realms of Glory          Burkhardt 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, January 13th Baptism of our LORD   
9:00 am Worship Service   
10:15 am  Sunday School 
6:00 pm  Council Meeting 
6:35 pm Epiphany Service 
 

Tuesday, January 14th 
 1:00 pm  Arthritis Chair  Class   
 2:00 pm  MAT/ Pilates Class 
 6:00 pm Lutheran Men 
 6:35 pm  Pray 
 
Wednesday, January 16th  
 6:00 pm  Chancel Bells 
 6:30 pm  Chancel Choir 
 6:35 pm  Pray 
 
Thursday, January 17th 
  1:00 pm  Arthritis Chair  Class   
 2:00 pm  MAT/ Pilates Class 
 6:35 pm  Pray 
  

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SB146394.  New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used 

by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common 
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 

Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reproduced by permission   © 2018 Christian Copyright 

Licensing International. All rights reserved. Text and 
music © 1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music, Inc., admin. 
Dayspring Music, LLC. (BMI). All rights reserved. 

International copyright secured. 

January 22 
 Deadline to submit 
information for the February 
Newsletter 
January 23 
 6:00 Mt Hermon will host 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity 
Meal will follow in the 
Fellowship Hall 
January 28  

Lutheran Men in Mission 
District Meeting, 
Emmanuel Lutheran 
 

February 1 – 3 
Mt Hermon Leadership 

Retreat, Camp Kinard 
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Rev. Gina D. Metze             PastorGinaMetze@gmail.com                   803.951.3784 
Ruthie Brannen Cantor                                          ruthiebrannen@gmail.com 
Brittany Mailleue Parish Administrator                          office@mthlc.org 
  

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS  
President, Terry Swygert       Vice President, Ronnie Fulmer 

Secretary, Alyson Price       Treasurer, Emily Morris 

Financial Secretary, Annette Price 

 

Sextons, Ricky Bouknight, Allison & Terry 
Swygert 

 

Sunday, January 13th Baptism of our LORD 
 9:00 am  Worship Service  

10:15 am  Sunday School 
6:00 pm  Council Meeting 
6:35 pm Epiphany Service 

 
January 22 
 Deadline to submit information for the February Newsletter 
 
January 23 
 6:00 Mt Hermon will host Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 Meal will follow in the Fellowship Hall 
 
January 28  

Lutheran Men in Mission 
District Meeting, Emmanuel Lutheran 
 

February 1 – 3 
Mt Hermon Leadership Retreat, Camp Kinard 

 

3011 Leaphart Road 

West Columbia, SC  29169 

office@mthlc.org   803.794.6430 

Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Pastor Gina 803.951.3784 
 

mailto:PastorGinaMetze@gmail.com

