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Silver Bay Welcomes
New Economic
Development Director
by Kitty Mayo
David Drown was drawn to the north shore like
so many others, the beauty of the place finally
drawing him to make it his home. Now he's
launching on a new adventure as Silver Bay's new
Director of Economic Development.
More than 20 years ago Drown and his wife,
Lisa, visited the shore as distance runners, and
were struck by the lovely lake views.
“We started to dream of building a log home
here some day,” said Drown.
Over the years the dream stuck with them and
eventually they purchased property in Silver Bay
and built that log home. For a long time they kept
their primary residence in the Twin Cities and
visited their second home in Silver Bay as often
as possible.
However, like many during the pandemic,
Drown and his wife evaluated their priorities and
decided to make Silver Bay their first home.
“With Covid we took a look at life and it made
sense for this to be our home, so we moved our
daily operations to Silver Bay last Fall,” said
Drown.
At the same time, Drown says he is moving into
semi-retirement and was still wanting to stay busy
when the opportunity to work with the city on
economic development presented itself.
Working for just a small monthly stipend,
Drown has accepted the role of Economic Development Director for the city, a bargain for the
city given Drown's background.
“Silver Bay is a neat town and poised for an
interesting future in the near-term. I think I've got
the skills to help the town move forward,” said
Drown.
Educated as a civil engineer, Drown's career
eventually took him into economic development,
working for over 20 years in public finance. While
he has successfully headed David Drown Associates, financial and economic development consulting for small cities across Minnesota, Drown
will be functioning as a sole resident of Silver

Bay, bringing decades of professional experience to the table in his new role.
Drown describes himself as a “practical,
common-sense guy”, who understands how
important people's time is, and who wants to
see Silver Bay thrive.
“The number one message I want to convey
is that Silver Bay is interested in business and
housing development and growth, and we are
going to be the most business-friendly community on the north shore. I think we'll see a
lot happen in Silver Bay,” said Drown.
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