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President’s Message
Each month I hope to bring you news from the President of the NJTA (A.K.A. Ross
LoMonaco). Here is the first of those communications to members.

2012 in review
I think 2012 was a good year for NJTA events. Membership participation was up at
the regular events and there was a new show introduced.
We started with the Open Garage Day at Steve's Garage in Morristown. Steve
Bodenweiser allows NJTA members use the lift to inspect and make minor repairs to
their Triumphs. About 8 cars took advantage of this service.
Next was Spring Run/Tech Session at William Thomas Roadsters and the
Performance Garage Club. We started with a caravan from The Chimney Rock with
about 12 cars and met about 8 more cars at WTR's facility and about 10 more
members that supported the event in their everyday drivers.
A Touch of England was the first Saturday in June. We had the traditional TOE
clouds and rain in the morning. But the rain held off and we had a nice group of cars. It
was the largest showing of TR3's I've seen in a long time. We had many NJTA
volunteers to help the organizers (Bill Smith, Emery Duell, and yours truly). By popular
demand we will be separating the Spitfire and GT6 class in 2013 to allow more cars
and owners an opportunity to receive recognition at the show. Will 2013 be the year
we have a bright sunny day for a change?
In July, Cliff and Debbie established a great new event for NJTA. The Veterans
Show was a tremendous success. This was another great NJTA turn out and a new
twist which featured a number of military vehicles. Cliff is working on securing a date
in early July for 2013. Please watch for the 2013 announcement. If you missed it last
year you should really make an effort to see this one!
The NJTA Ice Cream run started with Pizza at the Chimney Rock. After a scenic
tour we ended up at Gronski's Ice Cream. It was a clear day with a threat of rain that
held off until later in the day. I think we had about a dozen cars.

Continued...

President’s Message Continued

The Somerville Cruise was rained out and we secured a rain date a few weeks later.
We had a decent turnout considering it was a rain date and half of us (including me)
were caught in the rain most of the way home. Thanks to Jim McGrath for organizing
this one. At least it was a little cooler than 2011.....................
Fallfest started out with some rain in the morning (at least for me). It was nice to see
more Triumphs than any other marque in attendance. Al Rosenberg organized the
show for NJTA along with the Austin Healy and MGA Club.
In September we held the yearly NJTA Swap Meet. This event was held at the
Chimney Rock and organized by Ron Dubiel. If you have any parts for sale please feel
free to list them on the Forum and the in the Newsletter. You can also bring
"appropriate" parts to the monthly meetings for sale.........please no engines or chassis
in the restaurant.
The last "car" event of the year (Fall Fun Run) was organized by Ken and Lillian
Blair. We had to reschedule this twice but still managed 20+ cars for a great tour of
Sussex County and Lunch at the Chatterbox in Augusta NJ.
We ended the year with a Christmas Holiday Party at Delicious Heights in Gillette.
We had 31 people in attendance for a nice evening of socializing and dinner. Next year
we will have to secure a larger room and I hope more people will be available to join us.
We are already planning events for 2013 and we need members to bring their cars
and spouses out to make this even more successful than 2012.
Ross

Meet a Member
Trying something new. Each month I will be asking one of you at random to give me a small write
up about your involvement with a Triumph Automobile. It does not have to be yours or one you
currently own. We just want to get familiar with each member and their passion for the marque. A
photo or two will also help. Don’t be shy, this is a good way to meet other members and possibly a
friend and contact for your future with a Triumph automobile.
This month I am featuring member Jeff Shapiro. Jeff has an interesting story with a twist. I think
you will enjoy it. Here is what Jeff has to say. You veteran NJTA members take note.

How I Got From Then to Now... A Triumph Odyssey (Jeff Shapiro)
THEN
I always thought sports cars looked really cool. Alfas, Triumphs, Fiats, Jaguars.. just beautiful
looking. My first car at 17 was a very used 1960 Jaguar MK II 4.2 liter sedan. That lasted maybe
a year. My next two cars were a used 1960 Fiat 1500 and shortly after that, a 1961 Fiat 1200.
Fast foward 10 years..
So one evening in late 1979, I saw a TR7 commercial on TV. The one where this car, called
"The Wedge", was racing across what looked like the Bonneville Salt Flats. The car was then
driven right into a wedge-shaped "garage", same shape as the car itself. Then the caption on the
wedge-shaped garage... "The Shape of Things to Come"... WOW..says I, where do I get one of
these? Told my brother about this new wedged shaped car. He finally saw the commercial
himself. "WOW..says he,where do I get one of these?"
My brother and I walk into Monmouth Motors in Eatontown off Parkway Exit 105 and say to the
sales guy.. "What's the price for two"? I got a 1980 TR7 30th Anniversary Edition in French Blue.
My brother got a 1980 "regular" TR7 in Carmine Red.
I really loved that car. I had the car Ziebart'ed and a factory mirror added to the passenger
side. I bought a fitted car cover and overall, poured almost an additional one thousand dollars in
upgrades and options to that car. I remember joining the Triumph Sports Owner's Association
and installing their metal badge onto my rear bumper with a homemade bracket. I even
remember entering the TR7 into a local club's competition and actually winning 4th Place in my
car's group. Turns out the local club was the North NJ Triumph Association, forerunner of today's
NJTA. (If you look in the archives and flip forward to the page marked "Trophy Winners at
September 21, 1980 Meet", you'll see me and my car listed as 4th Place Winner in the
TR7/TR8 class.)
So, what happened? Suffice it to say the car involuntarily changed owners. I did, however,
keep the gear shift knob from the TR7 as a remembrance. I then went to buy a new 1980 TR8
from Liccardi Motors inNorth Plainfield. That deal fell through so I brought a brand new 1981 Fiat
Spider 2000 from Springfield Motors.I still have, and drive that car.
Continued...

Meet a Member
Jeff Shapiro continued from previous page.
NOW
Fast forward 30 years..
My brother had long lamented that he sold his Carmine Red TR7 a few years after he purchased it.
He was very sorry he had done so. A couple of years ago he started talking to me about buy himself
a TR7 and started looking around. He just couldn't find one he really liked. I think he was looking for
his old Carmine Red one. In any event, about three years ago, he found a jet black TR8 in NY's
Lower Hudson Valley that had been The Wedge Shop-swapped from the stock 3.5 engine to 4.0.
The "8" had full owner history, body and interior been completely stripped down and rebuilt from the
frame up (or so it looked like). The car was fast, looked good, and my brother was hooked. He
bought it and, damn.. I was envious. So, not that I ever expected it, but I told him that
if he ever decided to sell the car, I'd appreciate it if he'd give me the right of first refusal. He
proceeded to put some money into the car to get it just the way he wanted it. He was enjoying the
car and I was enjoying rides in it, even occasionally driving it. That sure brought back a flood of
bittersweet, but still good memories.
Needless to say, I was quite surprised when I got the call from him one July morning in 2011
asking if I wanted to buy the car. Once I got past the basic initial shock, it took me all of about 5
seconds to say "absolutely". Took a while to sink in that I was going to have a TR again, and.. a TR8
to boot!
A week later, there's a really shiny black TR8 sitting in my garage. As I'm standing looking at the
car and sighing, I realize the car needs only one last thing. I pull out the gearshift knob from my 1980
TR7 and install it onto my new 1980 TR8.

Club News
Meeting Hilights

At our January 26th meeting there were several topics discussed along with some
recommendations that will be considered in the near future. The club has been kicking
around an incentive program for some time now and we are close to settling on one.
Although it has not been finalized or approved, it may be something like this.
Members only who attend the Touch of England show with their car will be eligible
for a drawing to award a prize (Blue Ray DVD Player). Tickets will be given to those
members who attend with their vehicles and a drawing will be held at the following
months meeting to award the prize. Club officers are not eligible for this program.
Members only who attend club sponsored events throughout the year will be
eligible for a drawing to award a prize (Flat Screen TV). Tickets will be awarded to those
members who attend specified events with their vehicles and a drawing will be held at
years end to award the prize. Club officers are not eligible for this program.
Please note, this is just a proposal at this moment and not a firm program. It is
being discussed by the Executive Committee who will decide and finalize the details
should it be accepted. Look for further news in the next newsletter.
This month’s Tech Session was postponed as the TV internet screen was not
available at the meeting due to construction taking place. The session will be presented
at the next club meeting.
In other news, member Bob Rung was on hand to show what our club jackets look
like and to take orders. Bob has volunteered his time to organize this effort and was able
to get 5 orders from members. There is a 4 jacket minimum for each order placed so
new requests will queue up till 4 more are achieved. You can buy a jacket from the
supplier or provide your own jacket for the club logo embroidery. It looks pretty nice and
I cannot wait to get mine. Check it out http://njtriumphs.org/Regalia.html
Ross reviewed the year 2012 and thanked those who stepped up and ran events.
Acknowledgements went out to members. Emery Duell & Bill Smith for their working the
Touch of England Show. Cliff Besett & Debbie Lipp for their creation, organization and
running the new Veterans Hospital show, Al Rosenberg for organizing Fallfest, Jim
McGrath set up the Somerville event, Ken & Lillian Blair for the Fall Fun Run. Ron
Dubiel for organizing and running the Swap Meet. Bob Rung for running the Jacket
Sales. Thanks went out also to Glen Schwenker who volunteered to manage the storage
facility. Without these folks, we would not have a club.
Several impromptu discussions broke out at the end of the meeting concerning
members cars. It seems most of the livelier issues surface at the close of the meeting
each month. Although the discussions were not captured, they were informative and
some stayed almost an hour beyond adjournment just to participate.

Editorial & Responses

Well as I sit here and write my first editorial I must first take time to thank Joe Ientile
for the fine work he has done with the newsletter in the past. I am still learning the
software to do the newsletter and can tell you that Joe had no easy task. It is time
consuming and tedious but he stuck to it for many years. Thanks again Joe.
Now as I write this, it is mid February already. We have been through some rough
weather this past season and hopefully you all came through it okay. Soon we will be
dusting off the old Triumph’s and hoping they will start and run without a lot of fussing.
For my part, I was pretty active in the off season trying to sort out some seat issues,
a broken choke cable and restoring my dash gauges myself. All went well and I will
have some good stories to tell at future meetings.
Like any editorial, I will give you my 2 cents on some matters and hope to keep you
informed and interested in our Triumph hobby. I hope to get your feedback on my first
attempt at a newsletter and any time you want to just comment or add something, send
it my way. Be aware, you just might find your comments in my “Responses” section with
full credit.
I have added a few new features that I will explain. One is the “Meet a Member”
section where I am going to ask for your stories and insights about the Triumph
vehicles. This is a way to get to know fellow members who you might never see. A
simple word or two or anecdote that will enlighten us all about your interest in Triumph.
Feel free to contribute a photo that includes your mug so we can all see you and your
car. If you own a Triumph or not, this section is for you to have fun and show us your
stuff.
Another new section will be “Historic Bits” where I will seek out some historic
literature, photos or related subjects to the Triumph marquee and do a show and tell,
sort of. I think it will be fun, I run across some unusual things as I wander through the
world of classic automobiles. You can also participate if you run across something
unusual. I am a big believer on having member contribute to the newsletter as much as
possible. I will give credit or blame equally so step up and be noticed.
I hope you have already looked at our fine web site
http://www.njtriumphs.org/NJTA_Archive.html , especially the NJTA Archive section
where you will see tons of photos from our club dating back to its creation in 1979. Just
think, our club was formed before the last Triumph rolled off the assembly line. Enjoy
the photos and let me know if you spot something that you can comment on or any
errors or can add something to further describe these historic photos.

Continued...

Editorial & Responses
Continued

Check out the Events section of the web site and this newsletter to be up to date on
the latest gatherings both club and non club sponsored. We really like to see new
members and cars at our shows no matter the condition or age. Please try and attend
one of the club meetings at the Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens each month
(Except for December) on the 4th Tuesday of that month and starts at 7:30 PM. I have
seen many new faces recently and want to see a lot more. It is a great venue, you have
dinner, talk cars, watch presentations and share information about Triumph cars. You
don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend and enjoy your club and all it has to offer.
Let’s change gears a bit. I had a birthday recently and my youngest daughter gave me
a gift that I have yet to use. You see it is a game called “Classic British Motor Racing”
and it is a Wii game. Since she has a console and I do not, I have to wait till I visit her to
play. First thing I notice on the package is choice of cars and this is where my eyes lit up.
It says “Choose from 13 classic cars, including the Austin Mini Cooper, MGB, Triumph
TR6, Triumph Spitfire, and more” Well that is enough for me to get going. I will report
back on how the game is once I try it out. For now, here is a teaser video that I found on
line.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kE5KktIw82o
Finally I will end with a pitch. The club has been getting more and more active in
recent times. That means there is a lot of opportunity to become part of the action. We
are in need of some help to work on basic club activities to keep it growing and getting
more participation. You may think that it will take time that you do not have or perhaps
you think you are not capable of running club activities, well you are wrong. We have
many members who help out with events even if it is just for one a year. Help can come
in the form of organizing a ride, directing traffic, coordinating efforts and even as simple
as hanging banners. We even have small challenging positions open on the Executive
Committee that I know any of you could handle with ease. We need an Events
Coordinator, all that means is that when we have an event it requires coordination of
participants and following up with organizers to make sure that all runs smooth. We even
need a Rally Master, someone who can put together a rally or riding event and follow up
or assist others who may be organizing a ride. You may think you are to new to the club
to be accepted for such a task. That is just not so, we seek new fresh ideas and the fact
that you like Triumph vehicles and have joined this club shows that you have good taste
already so c’mon, help out and join in.
Ray Homiski

Historic Bits
It took me a few moments to choose what items to show here this month. Finally I decided to show
two items of interest. Culled from vintage sport car magazines these should really stir some
conversation, well at least from me. First up.

What the heck is this? A TR4GT. Well I have never seen one but if I do, I now know where they
came from. Seems there were a lot of after market special items back in the day. I like the way
they touched the photo to show the seamless top on the TR4 body. Truth in advertising was not
really big back in the 50s. Ad says it will fit and be weatherproof, well that will be a first. Worth the
money if just that one statement was true. Also noticed that it will only take 20 minutes to install or
remove. Not really a rainy day solution.

Could have used one of these last year when I backed into my garage and tapped the soft
end of my TR3A on an engine block. Minor paint scuff but still it was aggravating. I am
impressed that it will only take 10 minutes to install. Triple chrome plate is also pretty good for
the cost. Try getting something this size triple chrome plated today and see if you can get it for
10 times that amount.

Technical Q & A
Since I don’t have any technical questions from a reader yet, I will come up with
one of my own. I hope this section will spawn questions and then subsequent
answers from readers. I could not possibly answer questions about the many
Triumph vehicles out there but sure can post the questions here and hope
someone has an answer that I will follow up with the next publication. If I get more
than one, I will try and fit them in. If I cannot then just keep reading, it will come up
sooner or later.
My first Question will be rhetorical in nature. What are the chances that you can
burn off a choke cable while in use? Well the chances are pretty good if you had
my car this past winter. First let me start out by stating that my car is + Earth, that
is, the positive post on the battery goes to the frame as ground. Given that, I had a
poor old choke cable in my car that had frayed. Some of the steel strands were
sticking out sideways but I was not willing to change it till I found a suitable
replacement.
You can get those choke cables with the knob that just says C but that was not
for me, I wanted the one that said “Choke Pull” just like the original I had to
replace. Took a while but finally found one at The Roadster Factory and installed it.
It will be a future demo at one of our meetings but back to the story.
One cold day I went out to the garage to start up the car to keep it fresh during
the winter months. I assume all of you do the same. I turned the ignition key,
reached over to pull the choke knob before hitting the Start button and then buzz,
zap the knob came way out and my car would not start. A quick look under the
hood and I found what you see in the photo below. A choke cable burned off
because one of the steel strands hit a wire in my harness that had a faulty or to
short insulation on it. What a freak thing to happen but it did. That sort of
accelerated my search for the correct cable. Moral of the story, watch out for any
worn or broken items under the hood, they can and will find you hopefully not while
on a ride.

New Members

NJTA Welcomes New Members

David, Lauren, Hanna and Jonah Meisels of Maplewood dmeisels@fortriss.com

Events
Well worth the trip, I have been several times and so have other NJTA members.
The following is from Matt Bakes of Triumph Rescue
I wanted to let you know about our tech session/open house which will be on the 23rd of March. This
years topic will be on basic maintenance. We will talk about convertible top folding, lube and fuel,
ageing maintenance, mice, trouble areas, storage and will follow that all up with a question and
answer period. It will be from 10 till 2 pm.
Lunch will be provided and all I would like is a RSVP by March 21 just so I know how much food to
buy. Any questions they can call the shop or e mail us. Also let me know if you need any other info.
Thanks, Matt
Triumph Rescue
617 Walnut St.
Bally, Pa. 19503
610-845-8217
www.triumphrescue.com
British Wiring
617 Walnut St.
P.O. Box 185
Bally, Pa. 19503
www.BritishWiring.com

A Touch of England
at the
Hermitage National Historic Landmark
335 North Franklin Turnpike
Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ 07423-1035

A Gathering of

Classic British Motorcars
A Popular Vote Show for all British Cars and Motorcycles

Saturday, June 8th, 2013
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Rain Date June 9th
Go to www.njtriumphs.org for cancellation and rain date details.
Hosted by

The New Jersey Triumph Association
For Directions Call 201 445-8311 or Visit www.thehermitage.org

Registration Fee: $ 15.00 postmarked by 5-29-2013, $ 20.00 after and at the gate.
Set-up after 8:30am. Voting until 12:00pm, awards and door prizes at 2:00pm.
All registrants will receive a dash plaque, goodie bag and a raffle ticket for door prizes.

Participation Limited to 150 Cars
Awards will be presented in the following classes:
Austin-Healey

Triumph

MG

1. TR2 & TR3
2. TR4, 4A, 5 &
250
3. TR6 (‘69-’73)
4. TR6 (‘74-’76)
5. TR7/8
6S. Spitfire
6GT. GT6
7. Other Triumphs

8. T-series & pre-war sports
9. MGA
10. MGB/GT/C (chrome
bumper)
11. MGB/GT (rubber
bumper)
12. Midget (chrome bumper)
13. Midget (rubber bumper)

Spectator Admission
Of $6.00 Benefitting
The Hermitage Museum

14. Bugeye (Mk I)
15. Sprite Mk II-IV
16. 100-4
17. 100-6 & Side Curtain
3000
18. Roll-up Window 3000

Jaguar

Other Classes

19. XK120-150 22. TVR
20. E-Type
23. Mini (1959-2000)
21. Other Jaguar 24. Lotus
25. Morgan
26. Sunbeam
27. Other British Cars
28. British Motorcycles
29. Diamond In The
Rough
30. Best In Show

Vendors

For Show Information Contact:

Vendor Fee: $25.00 postmarked by 5-29-2013

emeryduell320@gmail.com or
NJTA website njtriumphs.org

$30.00 after and at gate. Set-up after 8:00 am.

Registration Form
Please make checks payable to New Jersey Triumph Association and mail to Bill Smith, 7 West Rd., Mahwah, NJ 07430-2907

Name __________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

Will you be a vendor? ________________

City, State, Zip____________________________________________________

Email_____________________________

Car Year, Make,& Model __________________________________________

Class # or Description________________

I hereby RELEASE THE Hermitage, the State of NJ Division of Parks and Forestry, NJTA, and all employees, volunteers and agents from
any liability to me and my guest, including damage to vehicles, fire or theft, as may be directly or indirectly related to this event.

Signature _____________________________________________ Date _______________________________________

Classifieds
Please submit your classifieds to TR3RAY@gmail.com
TR8 rims and tires for sale
I just sadly got rid of my TR8 and now that I'm done crying have a
set of 4 brand new Hoosier 205/60ZR13 tires two of which are
mounted on rims and 4 practically new Goodyear Eagle ST
205/60R13 also with 2 mounted on rims that I need to sell. Attached
are pictures. Please let me know if any of your members are interested. I'm in Caldwell NJ.
Greg
cowellgreg@gmail.com
508-436-0374

1978 Triumph Spitfire – Inca Gold – Has been in a garage for the last 30 years – Has
not been started in over 20 years - Needs a complete mechanical restoration – Body in good shape
– 4 speed w/ electronic O/D – Clear title – Odometer reading 42,000+ miles – Asking $1800 but the
price is negotiable. Car is on Long Island. Contact Peter Kuchar at petermkuchar@gmail.com
1961 TR3A, TS62448L, that I have owned since 1990 and maintained personally
since then. Prior to that, I owned 2 1963 TR3Bs, so I am familiar with every nut and bolt.
I am considering selling the TR3A and maybe find a new owner who can appreciate that car and
also maintain it. My TR3A has always been garaged, and is a reliable driver. Since I bought and
partially rebuilt it, it has added only around 20,000 miles, less than 1000 per year. Close to but not
show condition. Draws many admiring looks.
Significant maintenance actions:
Engine partial rebuild: head, valves, valve seats, connecting rod bearings, piston rework, new rings
New front shocks, new front and rear brakes, resurfaced rotors, stainless steel exhaust, new wire
wheels and adapter splines, new interior seat covers, paneling, and carpeting, dash covering, newly
rebuilt side curtains. I also have second set of rims(disc type) and tires
Please contact me if any interest in your group. The price is negotiable, but in the vicinity of $14,000.
Axel W. Lohninger home 973-729-7386 cell 973-903-2286
Sparta, NJ
alohning@earthlink.net
I am selling my 77 Spitfire. BR Green, has the rare hard top, excellent condition, new
interior, new soft top, walnut steering wheel and shift knob, engine in good shape, 69K miles, I have
owned it for 16 years. I live in Chester and am looking to sell it I have too many cars. Really in good
shape, luggage rack, had body work and painting three years ago. Asking $7900 OBO. Home
908.879.6572 office 201.831.6031 cell 201.669.2600
For Sale 1976 TR-7 coupe 104,000 miles, A/C, moon roof. Engine completely rebuilt
at 88,000 miles, clutch and 4 speed trans replaced at 100,000 miles. All work documented. Very good
paint & interior. This is a mechanically sound, rust free, very clean, solid running and fun to drive TR-7.
Asking $5800.00 Call Bill Wishart at 732-206-1186. Brick,NJ

Membership Form

You are at the first step in joining the premier Greater New Jersey/New York automobile
club dedicated to keeping the Triumph motor car alive.
We are unable to accept membership applications over the internet. Please print and
clearly complete the membership form below and mail it to
New Membership
New Jersey Triumph Association
Box 6
Gillette, N J 07933-0006
With a check for $25.00 made payable to the New Jersey Triumph Association.
This is a family membership so include the name of your spouse, girlfriend, significant
other, or other family members.
Our primary method of notifying members of events is by email so please make sure your
email address is accurate.
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
_____________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster printed in the Coventry Chronicle. If you
want the following information included please check the appropriate box. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. (Several vendors receive
our newsletter, as well as other clubs, so they will have access to any information printed.
Do
Do

include phone number in roster ________
include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do
include e-mail address ________

