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CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS 

All Meetings Held 

at Falmouth Public Library 

Hermann Foundation Room 

AND Virtually via Zoom  

Unless Noted Otherwise 

See Falgen.org for 

Updated Info 

Sat., Jan. 13 @ 10:30 am 

“Finding What You Need 
and Making the Most of 

What You Find ” 
With Pam Vestal 

Sat., Feb. 10 @ 10:30 am 

“Here's the CRUX of it” 
With Two FGS members (20-
30 minutes each) sharing a 

genealogical challenge 
Audience members offer pos-

sible paths forward 

Sat., Mar. 9 @ 10:30 am 

“Finding Original Names 
and Towns for 19th-20th 

Century Immigrants” 
With Deborah Shaw 

FGS Member 
Sat., Apr. 13 @ 10:30 am 

“The Art of Mourning:  
A Closer Look at Early 19th 
Century Falmouth Cousins” 

With Rachel L. Lovett 
Exec. Dir.,  

Falmouth Historical Society 

Sat., May 11 @ 10:30 am 

“Misattributed: When Your 
Genealogy and Your Birth 
Certificate Are at Odds” 

With Peter J. Boni  

The Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council 

offers programs 
See MGC | Home 

(massgencouncil.org) 

(cont’d. on page 7) 

(cont’d. on page 2) 

Verifying Descent from Salem’s 

Witches with David Allen Lambert 

As part of the annual Joint 

Meeting with the Cape Cod 

Genealogical Society on No-

vember 18, 2023, David Al-

len Lambert, Chief Genealo-

gist, American Ancestors, 

presented two topics.  

His first was on the process 

for seeking proof of descent 

from the 17th century ac-

cused witches of Salem, Mas-

sachusetts. His brief review 

Falmouth Genealogical Society, Inc 

Artifacts Day! 

Members with Their Artifacts: Left to right - 

Faith Lee, Vasco Pires, David Martin, David Burt, Judy 

Wadleigh and Carolyn Powers 

By David Martin 

“Artifacts Day!” at the Falmouth Genealogical Society on October 14, 2023, 

provided an informative and fun opportunity for members to share treasured 

family heirlooms and the stories of the ancestors who owned them. Thanks 

to all for sharing your treasures with us. By Caroline Anderson 

http://www.falgen.org
https://www.massgencouncil.org/
https://www.massgencouncil.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen/


Page 2 FALMOUTH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. NEWS 

(cont’d. on page 3) 

David presented a poignant 

and elegant letter written by 

his great-great granduncle 

John Locke Martin (1814-

1884). Written to Martin’s 

sister-in-law, it is dated 8 

October 1881 from his home 

in Hamilton, Ohio. It reflects 

on the events of the summer 

of 1881 when President 

ARTIFACTS DAY 

James A. Garfield was shot 

and then lingered for weeks 

before his death in Septem-

ber 1881. Garfield, the 20th 

President of the United 

States was shot at the Union 

Railroad Station in Washing-

ton, DC by Charles Guiteau 

who was tried, convicted, 

and executed for his crime. 

In reading the letter, David 

encouraged listeners to enjoy 

the beautiful prose and 

graceful language of the text, 

noting that the original hand-

writing is also elegant. An 

excerpt: “The assassination 

of the President [Garfield] 

on the 2nd of July and the 

seventy-eight days of suffer-

ing that followed, during 

which time the whole coun-

try was in a tremor of excite-

ment, as hope and despair 

alternated, was an expression 

of public anxiety such as the 

country has scarcely ever 

experienced, except in the 

darker days of the rebellion 

and its close, when the first 

martyred President met a 

violent death at the hands of 

an assassin.” 

There was a big surprise at the 

conclusion of David’s presentation 

when Carolyn Powers, the next 

speaker (see below), told David 

she treasured the sentiments in the 

letter because President Garfield 

was her great great grandfather. 

In fact, when she was 7 years old, 

she was honored to pull the drape 

from a newly-

restored por-

trait of him in 

his Civil War 

regalia at his 

home, 

“Longfield.” 

(cont’d. from page 1) 

David Martin — A Letter Reflecting on President James A. Garfield 

Carolyn Powers — Lemuel Powers’ Handmade Flax Hatchel 

By researching a treasured 
item from her late husband 
Sam Powers’ family, Carolyn 

shared that she learned about 
the item’s use and signifi-
cance as well as more about 
its creator and inventor. 
Lemuel Powers (1714-1792) 
was Sam’s 3X great-
grandfather. By trade, he was 
a cooper (barrel maker). 
Lemuel designed and built 
his beautiful and mono-
grammed hatchel from oak 
— its unique design intended 
to make the hatchel both 
portable and safe. In opening 
the wooden box, a rectangu-
lar “comb” of metal nails/
spikes are exposed. Thus, the 
flax hatchel is a comb used 
for “hackling” or 

“hetcheling” —  preparing 
flax plants for spinning into 
linen thread — the finer the 
comb used, the finer the 
linen thread produced. The 
process of turning flax to 
linen is an arduous and 
multi-step process with in-
triguing names including 
“stooking”, “rippling”, 
“retting”, and “scutching”. 
To view this process, Car-
olyn suggests viewing this 
YouTube video “Flax to 
Linen” at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=cLOPCAJKeLE.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLOPCAJKeLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLOPCAJKeLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLOPCAJKeLE


nisced about his grandfather, 

Nicholas R. Pires (1885-

1977) and his grandfather’s 

friend King King who would 

play their instruments walk-

ing down Sandwich Road 

for holidays and special oc-

casions. Funaná is a music 

and dance genre from Cape 

Verde, originating on the 

island of Santiago. It is an 

accordion-based music with 

rhythm usually provided by 

the ferrinho, a scraped iron 

instrument (like a wash-

board). While the music en-

joyed a revival after inde-

pendence in the 1970s, it 
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had previously been banned 

in Cape Verde and played in 

secret. Vasco also shared a 

traditional handwoven cot-

ton cloth from Cape Verde 

called the Panu di Tera 

(around Vasco’s neck here). 

The Panu di Tera have been 

documented since the 15th 

century and feature beauti-

ful, geometric designs. For a 

sample of funaná music, 

Vasco recommends visiting 

YouTube: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KJH2Nixj_o4 

Vasco showcased his grand-

father’s Tivoli accordion and 

introduced the audience to 

funaná music. Vasco remi-

ARTIFACTS DAY 

Vasco Pires — My Grandfather’s Accordion and the Music of Cape Verde 

Faith Lee — Dr. Clarence J. Bell’s Antique Family Quilt 

In 2022, Faith discovered an 

antique quilt (dated 1930) in 

the attic of her grandparent’s 

home in Wellfleet where her 

grandfather, Clarence J. Bell, 

served as a physician. Beauti-

fully decorated with dia-

mond, basket, and rose pat-

terns; the quilt, most intri-

guingly, also included the 

elegantly embroidered names 

of 403 people. Hoping to 

discover the identities of 

these people and the rela-

tionship to her grandfather 

as well as the identity of the 

quilt’s creator and its pur-

pose, Faith began her de-

tailed research. Faith record-

ed every name, comparing 

them to the Bell family pub-

lished genealogy, researched 

in Ancestry.com and 

FindAGrave.com, and 

searched the 1930 census 

records for Barlow, Fairfield, 

and Palmer Ohio. Through a 

newspaper article and Dr. 

Bell’s work log and an un-

dated letter by her father, 

Faith discovered that her 

grandfather had attended a 

large family reunion in 1930 

at the Washington County 

Fairgrounds which led to 

both the Bell Family Gene-

alogy and the quilt. The 403 

names likely reflect the ex-

tended members of the Bell 

family who attended the 

Reunion. Faith has donated 

the quilt to the Washington 

County (Ohio) Historical 

Society both for preserva-

tion and so that local history 

and genealogy researchers 

can access it. 

(cont’d. on page 4) 

(cont’d. from page 2) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJH2Nixj_o4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJH2Nixj_o4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJH2Nixj_o4
http://www.Ancestry.com
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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Judy’s extended Prince family 

— descendants of her great-

grandparents Arthur Samuel 

Artifacts Day 

Prince (1850-1909) and Lucy 

Jane Brown (1854-1932) 

have enjoyed several reun-

ions, beginning in 1981. To 

commemorate that first Re-

union, family members con-

tributed favorite recipes to 

create the first edition of the 

much-loved cookbook aptly 

named Food Fit for a Prince. 

Fast forward to 2023, and 

the daughter of the first edi-

tion editor picked up the 

mantle to serve as editor for 

the 2nd edition of Food Fit for 

a Prince. 

While including new recipes 

alongside the originals, this 

edition also includes historic 

photos and stories as well as 

a detailed family tree and 

index — which will serve as 

a wonderful memento and 

tool for future generations 

of genealogists. Storytelling 

and humor are also family 

reunion fixtures. Ask Judy 

about the recipe for 

“Elephant Stew” whose first 

step is: “Cut one medium 

elephant into small bite sized 

pieces — takes about a 

month.”  

search question was: were 

the paternal Burts of Spring-

field/Hartford related to the 

maternal Burts of Province-

town? His late sister, Janet 

Burt Chalmers, an active 

member of FGS, pursued 

this question. David encour-

aged attendees to review her 

article in the FGS newsletter, 

Volume 24, Number 1 

(February-April 2012) that 

can be found at our website: 

www.falgen.org. And, while 

no connection has been es-

tablished between the pater-

nal and maternal Burts, the 

research did reveal some 

wonderful stories of the ma-

ternal line — the seafaring 

Burts of Provincetown. 

Capt. John Graham Burt, his 

brother Edward Burt and 

several of their sons served 

on packet schooners, includ-

ing the Foster, sailing from 

Provincetown to Boston. 

Two interesting stories cen-

tered on Capt. Burt’s father, 

John C. Burt (1793-1822). 

John Burt and his sister were 

sent to live with foster par-

ents in Boston where they 

received a mysterious trunk 

from a Scottish Earl. Did 

this mean that the Burts 

were Scottish? And, sadly, 

John Burt died in a windmill 

accident at age 29. And, lest 

you didn’t believe David’s 

story of the Burt who be-

came a pirate, the second 

photo he displayed pictured 

David with two students 

from Guatemala posing as 

pirates. 

David began his presentation 

by showing a photograph of 

his maternal great-great 

grandfather, Captain John 

Graham Burt (1814-1892) 

and highlighting that the sur-

name “Burt” appears in both 

his paternal and maternal 

family trees. The major re-

Judy Wadleigh — Family Cookbook, Food Fit for a Prince 

David Burt —A Tale of the Burts 

(cont’d. from page 3) 

Note:  

For more on meeting    

topics, members can access 

speakers’ notes and most 

presentations on YouTube. 

Go to the Falmouth Gene-

alogical Society, Inc. web-

site, falgen.org, click on 

Membership, and log into 

the Members Only section. 

Go to Speaker Notes and 

Videos. If you need the 

password, please contact 

Tim Martin at fgspresi-

dent@gmail.com. 

http://www.falgen.org
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falgen.org/
mailto:fgspresident@gmail.com
mailto:fgspresident@gmail.com


By Tim Martin 

sufficiently detailed in-

ventory of what you have. 

Example categories to re-

member are hard copy, 

artifacts, media, digitized 

Items, and online Infor-

mation. It is also important 

to identify and com-

municate now with soci-

eties, libraries and ar-

chives that are particularly 

suited for the material you 

have, e.g. a geographic re-

gion or type of interest.  

Be willing to make dona-

tions to recipient organiza-

tions to demonstrate your 

valuation of their mission 

and to keep and make 

available your stuff! Re-

garding books: you might 

only preserve what is not 

already publicly available, 

donate the rest. 

Regarding Online Infor-

mation: create a master 

document with URLs, 

usernames, passwords, and 

content summary.  Identify 

the content you have, in-
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cluding old media 

types that might best 

be digitized to make it 

more widely viewable, 

searchable and trans-

portable.  Thomas 

mentioned websites 

that can aide you in 

this task: https://

organizeyourfami-

lyhistory.com/, 

https://forever.com/ 

and https://

artifcts.com/.  Face-

book users can also benefit 

by joining The Organized 

Genealogist group.  Have a 

conversation with your 

family about your work 

and what happens to it and 

include your desires in an 

Estate Plan and Codicil to 

your Will. 

Thomas’ talk was packed 

with information. Mem-

bers can easily view the 

video recording of this talk 

as well as a download a 

detailed four-page handout 

at the Members-Only area 

of our website.  You may 

also come to our Tuesday 

afternoon Help Session at 

the Falmouth Public Li-

brary to discuss your Fu-

ture Proofing challenge!  

On December 9th, 

2023 Thomas MacEn-

tee zoomed into the 

Falmouth Public Li-

brary to present 

“After You’re Gone: 

Future Proofing Your 

Genealogy Research.”  

A well-known geneal-

ogist from Chicago 

with an IT back-

ground, Thomas has 

previously presented 

to FGS in October 2017 

with “10 Ways to Jump 

Start Your Genealogy,” 

October 2019 with 

“Privacy, DNA, and Gene-

alogy: Handling the Dou-

ble-Edged Sword,” and 

February 2021 with “Brick 

Wall Breakthroughs.”  

The MacEntee December 

2023 talk focused on 

means of ensuring that our 

diligent genealogical work, 

along with our collected 

artifacts are preserved for 

future generations. The 

talk began with an alter-

nately humorous and pain-

ful fictitious account of 

descendants naively pon-

dering and tossing out the 

entire extent of their de-

ceased mother’s work. You 

are the only person who 

can properly determine 

what to preserve and how 

to preserve it.  (Therefore, 

you must do this before 

you die!) It is critical to 

create an accurate and 

After You’re Gone: Future Proofing Your 

Genealogy Research 

Thomas MacEntee 

Zooming in From Chicago 

Rest in Peace 

https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/
https://forever.com/
https://artifcts.com/
https://artifcts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/
https://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/members-only.html


By Ralph Wadleigh 

 
Welcome Members 
 

Welcome to Steve  
Benton who is begin-
ning his genealogical 
journey with his paternal 
history, the Bentons.  
We also are delighted to 
welcome Leonard 
“Len” and Ann Egan. 
Len is focused on his 
Irish ancestry, working 
on both his paternal 
“Egan” line and his ma-
ternal “Donovan” line. 

We are eager to learn 
more about your genea-
logical areas of interest 
and how we might sup-
port your efforts. We 
look forward to seeing 
you at upcoming meet-
ings. 
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First, thanks to FGS mem-

bers Ann and Marilyn Carl-

son, for bringing this 

thought-provoking publi-

cation by a Falmouth resi-

dent to the writer’s atten-

tion.  Author Peter Boni’s 

life was uprooted in 1995 

when he learned at age 49 

from his mother that he 

was conceived at a Boston 

area fertility clinic by 

means of an anonymous 

sperm donor.  Uprooted de-

scribes his personal search to 

identify his biological father, 

a task made supremely diffi-

cult because it was started 

before commercial DNA 

tests were readily available.   

Organized into three sec-

tions, Discovery, History, 

and Revelation, he presents 

his quest to the reader in a 

readable entertaining way.  

Most interesting to this re-

viewer was his reporting of 

the history of artificial in-

semination, a process that 

over the years provided bet-

ter record keeping for ani-

mals than for humans. Think 

cattle breeding and thor-

oughbred horses.  Further-

more, he introduces readers 

to successive stages of tech-

nological and marketing im-

provements in artificial in-

semination through sperm 

banks, invitro fertilization, 

egg donors and uterine trans-

plants. He doesn’t exclude 

the unscrupulous side of 

artificial insemination either. 

For example, a fertility doc-

Book Review: Uprooted by Peter J. Boni  

tor using his own sperm, or 

the purchasing of sperm 

from unidentified (to the 

mother) donors. Not to 

mention the industry’s prac-

tice of issuing birth certifi-

cates falsely naming the hus-

band as father. Obviously, 

this was and is an industry 

needing regulation.  

In the Revelation section, in 

2008 after thirteen years of 

investigation, Peter learns 

from his daughter about 

commercially available DNA 

tests. He first tries 

23andMe.com which re-

vealed ethnicity, but not 

much else.  His daughter 

then suggests Ancestry.com 

and bingo, a match pops up. 

Peter sends the match a mes-

sage through Ancestry and 

fortunately, the match per-

son, an indicated possible 

first cousin, quickly replies.  

Even better, she is a skilled 

genealogical sleuth familiar 

with DNA. She makes a 

close comparison of their 

DNA results and determines 

that the amount of matched 

centimorgans means that 

they are half siblings, i.e., her 

biological father is also Pe-

ter’s. A big win for both.  

Later through persistent 

work, they identify their bio-

logical father, a man who 

anonymously donated (or 

sold) his sperm to a fertility 

doctor practicing in the Bos-

ton area.  

Peter doesn’t stop there.  He 

estimates there are about 

150 million persons world-

wide who are misattributed 

who need help identifying 

their parentage. Knowing 

the chaotic artificial insemi-

nation industry, he finishes 

his work proposing a Donor 

Conceived Bill of Rights to 

spark legislative action to 

legitimatize practices.  

Uprooted is an informative 

easy to read combination of 

personal memoir and histor-

ical summary. Any person 

working through a 

misattributed parental situa-

tion will be interested in this 

publication.  It is available at 

the Falmouth Public Library.  

Peter J. Boni will attend 

the FGS meeting in per-

son on Saturday, May 11, 

2024, at the Falmouth 

Public Library, beginning 

at 10:30 a.m. He will pre-

sent on his genealogical 

research journey and his 

book Uprooted. To learn 

more about Peter, check 

out his web site at 

www.peterjboni.com. 

http://23andme.com
http://Ancestry.com
http://www.peterjboni.com


(cont’d. from page 1) 

ested people are invited to 

sign a petition to be sent to 

the State Legislature. The 

purpose of the project is to 

exonerate and apologize 

for these eight events. 

Reparations have been 

made to some families.  

During the search process, 

in Massachusetts, one 

should focus primarily on 

southern New Hampshire 

and the Massachusetts 

counties of Essex, Middle-

sex, and Suffolk. Five pri-

mary sources were recom-

mended: the Massachusetts 

Vital Records from 1620-

1859, Massachusetts Pro-

bate Records at the Massa-

chusetts State Archives in 

Dorchester, the publica-

tion Essex Genealogist, the 

Essex Antiquarian, and the 

issues of the Register of 

the New England Historic 

Genealogical Society. 

Searches in these sources 

can be done on the website 

Americanancestors.org. In 

addition, Familysearch.org 

contains information from 

the Massachusetts State 

Archives.  
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Another resource is 

the Massachusetts 

Archives Witchcraft 

Volume, a set of 

scrapbooks covering 

the years 1656-1759. 

Also, the Salem 

Witchcraft Trials at 

the University of Vir-

ginia has transcripts 

of the witch trials (https://

salem.lib.virginia.edu). Pri-

mary sources for the trials 

can be found at http://

www.17thc.us/

primarysources/

accused.php.  

The book, Associated 

Daughters of Early American 

Witches: Roll of Ancestors, by 

K. Nagy is another re-

source; this organization 

preserves and honors these 

ancestors, including names 

up to 1699, and can be 

found at www.Adeaw.us. 

The organization, “Son of 

a Witch,” founded in 1975, 

is another resource.  

The Salem Witch Museum 

has descendant packets 

about specific witches, 

which can be obtained at 

the museum. The book, 

Witches, Rakes, and Rogues, 

by E. Brenton Simons and 

the book, Annals of Witch-

craft in New England, by 

Samuel Drake, are two 

additional resources to use.  

of the chronology of 

witch-accusations 

included: 

• 1556-1650 — 

thousands of 

“witches” burned 

in Germany  

• 1557 — 40 

“witches” convict-

ed and burned in France 

• 1645 — 18 “witches” 

executed in England  

• 1647 — first New Eng-

land “witches” executed 

in Connecticut 

• 1648 — first execution 

of a “witch” in Massa-

chusetts 

• 1692-1693 — 160 witch 

trials, 30 found guilty, 25 

died: 19 hanged, 5 died 

in jail, and one was 

pressed to death. These 

included both men and 

women.  

Prior to 1692, several oth-

ers were tried in Massachu-

setts; no witches were 

burned in Salem. Some of 

the accused managed to 

escape. The burial site of 

19 witches has been locat-

ed and a memorial has 

been placed.  

The Massachusetts Witch 

Hunt Justice Project is in 

the process of identifying 

and memorializing witches 

who were accused, tried, 

convicted, and died. Inter-

Verifying Descent from Salem’s Witches 

We’re 
glad 
you’re 

a member 
and 

value 
your 

membership! 

http://www.Americanancestors.org
http://www.Familysearch.org
https://salem.lib.virginia.edu
https://salem.lib.virginia.edu
http://www.17thc.us/primarysources/accused.php
http://www.17thc.us/primarysources/accused.php
http://www.17thc.us/primarysources/accused.php
http://www.17thc.us/primarysources/accused.php
http://www.Adeaw.us


Find all the latest 
updates on FGS 
events any time 
online at the 

falgen.org Calen-
dar! 

(cont’d. on page 9) 
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As the 250th anniversary of 

the American Revolution 

approaches, the joint meet-

ing of the Falmouth and 

Cape Cod Genealogical Soci-

eties in November 2023 also 

featured a presentation by 

David Allen Lambert, Chief 

Genealogist of the New 

England Historic Genealogi-

cal Society, on the topic of 

researching one’s Revolu-

tionary War ancestors.  

The first step is to identify if 

the possible ancestor actually 

fought during the Revolu-

tion; in general, those in bat-

tle were between the ages of 

18 and 35 and thus were 

born between 1735 and 

1760, although of course 

some fell outside these 

boundaries and were born in 

the early 1700s and up to 

later than 1760.  

Next, the researcher should 

look for artifacts or relics 

from that War which may 

have been passed down in 

the family, as well as letters 

or diaries, and especially gov-

ernment discharge papers 

which would mention the 

county where the person 

served. After that step, the 

researcher should review the 

oral tradition in the family —

Revolutionary War Research 

stories that have been passed 

across generations, while 

realizing that changes have 

probably happened in some 

aspects of the stories; but in 

writing a narrative about 

one’s ancestor, one should 

footnote the identity of this 

source, just as one would do 

with published sources—

who told the story, who re-

peated the story, changes 

made in the story, and the 

location where the story 

originated.  

After these steps, the re-

searcher should consult cem-

etery information, either by 

personally visiting the ceme-

tery or the cemetery records 

office, or through such sites 

as FindAGrave.com and Bil-

lionGraves.com. Any paint-

ing of the ancestor’s likeness 

or even a photograph taken 

after 1839 (the year of the 

beginning of photography) if 

the ancestor was still living, 

can enhance the narrative 

process.  

A major resource is the Mili-

tary Muster Roll or the 

Quartermaster Roll, which 

are primary documents for 

verifying service. Published 

books, if properly footnoted, 

can help, and sometimes 

officers’ correspondence 

may mention an ancestor 

who was not an officer. 

Town histories can also be a 

source of information, alt-

hough they are sometimes 

not sourced. Government 

pension files can be a trove 

of information, sometimes 

in the handwriting of the 

ancestor. Journals and dia-

ries kept during the War can 

also be valuable. The 1840 

Census listed Revolutionary 

War pensioners and widows, 

with exact ages and with 

whom the veteran was liv-

ing, even if they were not 

heads-of-households. This 

point is an exception to the 

usual idea that the 1850 Cen-

sus was the first Census 

which listed all members of 

a household by name. Battle 

maps, when available, can 

also place an ancestor’s ser-

vice in time and place.  

It was emphasized that the 

researcher should “adopt the 

regiment” and become fa-

miliar with the regimental 

officers and the action of the 

regiment, since this added 

knowledge may help in in-

formation about what an 

ancestor did in the War. 

Sometimes diaries kept by a 

fellow soldier or sailor can 

give information on one’s 

actual ancestor. To elaborate 

on the importance of the 

Muster Rolls, it was pointed 

out that the researcher can 

proceed from published 

sources such as Massachusetts 

Soldiers and Sailors of the Revo-

lution to the actual official 

record of service. The Rolls 

from Massachusetts are at 

the State Archives but also 

at Familysearch.org. Pension 

records are similarly useful 

By David Martin 

https://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/contact.html
https://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/contact.html
http://www.FindAGrave.com
http://www.BillionGraves.com
http://www.BillionGraves.com
http://www.Familysearch.org


(cont’d. from page 8) 

Revolutionary War pen-

sion applications, which 

can be downloaded in 

PDF, and these are also 

available at the National 

Archives; final payment 

vouchers are also available. 

A resource is Genealogical 

Abstracts of Revolutionary 

War Pensions by Virgil 

White.  

Once the researcher has 

documented information, 

she or he can make appli-

cation to a heritage society; 

examples are Daughters of 

the American Revolution 
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(DAR), Sons of the Ameri-

can Revolution (SAR), Na-

tional Society for Children 

of the American Revolu-

tion, Genealogical Society 

of the American Revolu-

tion, Society of the Cincin-

nati (the oldest heritage 

society for the Revolution), 

and Daughters of the Cin-

cinnati. The DAR (dar.org) 

will provide copies of rec-

ords of previous ancestors 

admitted; the SAR (sar.org) 

has a search capability for 

patriots and biographies. 

as primary sources. The 

government had certain 

guidelines for what a veter-

an could receive. For ex-

ample, an early provision 

was half-pay for disabled 

veterans, a later provision 

was receiving half-pay for 

seven years for widows 

and orphans, another in 

1806 was providing pen-

sions for those who served 

in state militias, and in 

1848 widows could receive 

a pension. Some pensions 

were paid in bounty land, 

and others in money. The 

website Fold3.com has 

Revolutionary War Research 

Can you help us identify the men in these photos and return them to their families? They 

were recently found in a donation to the Falmouth Service Center’s Hand in hand Thrift 

Shop. 

Our clues: the men worked for The Boston Post that was published between 1831 and 

1956. And based on the men’s clothing, we suspect the photos were taken in the early 

1950s. 

If you can help identify these news photographers, please contact Caroline McKee Ander-

son, Membership Director at fgsmembership@gmail.com. If you’d like to help identify 

future photos, contact Caroline. 

Photo Sleuthing 

Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3 

By Caroline Anderson 

http://www.dar.org
http://www.sar.org
http://www.Fold3.com
mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com.


Page 10 FALMOUTH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. NEWS 

This column highlights the 

genealogical work of mem-

bers. In this interview, we 

meet Linda 

Heald and 

learn about 

her journey 

in family his-

tory research 

and her re-

cent work in confirming Pa-

triots of the Revolutionary 

War. 

What spurred your interest 

in genealogy? 

While my college roommate, 

an avid genealogist, had tried 

to interest me, it was listen-

ing to the audio book of the 

biography of John Adams by 

David McCullough that 

sparked my interest. I real-

ized then that I didn’t know 

much about my family histo-

ry — and specifically it made 

me wonder if my ancestors 

were Patriots or British sym-

pathizers. 

How did you get started? 

I started about nine and a 

half years ago with just a 

typed list from my grand-

mother that provided the 

names and dates of my pa-

ternal Heald line. Since I also 

like photography, I set out to 

find and take photos of the 

grave sites of all of these 

ancestors. This research took 

me all over New England.  

You’re a fan of FindAG-

rave — how did this help? 

Members Tracing Family 

Discovering Ancestors: Mayflower Passengers and  

Patriots of the Revolutionary War 

I really like that “Find a 

Grave” is free and easy to 

navigate. My goal was to add 

photographs to existing en-

tries and create entries for 

others. On many occasions, 

I’d take photos of all the 

headstones in a cemetery. 

Headstones are casualties of 

time and weather conditions; 

I want to preserve the infor-

mation on the stones. Later 

my work would be indispen-

sable to my applications to 

the Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution (DAR). They 

will accept photos of head-

stones if other documents 

aren’t available.   

Any surprises or a favorite 

“find” as you visited grave 

sites? 

It reinforced my connections 

to family names beyond 

Heald — I was also a Bar-

rett, a Newton, a Sackett, an 

Allen, a Belcher. One of the 

earliest headstones belonged 

to my 6th great grandmoth-

er, Hannah Heald Howe 

(1701-1762). With a bit of 

help from the Rutland, Mass. 

Historical Society, I learned 

that she was widowed young 

when her first husband, a 

blacksmith, died after a spark 

from a brand hit his eye. 

With seven children to sup-

port, the town of Concord 

named her the schoolmis-

tress. She later married Mo-

ses Howe, a widower with 

ten children. This infor-

mation certainly made me 

wonder how they handled 

17 children — and more 

interested in learning their 

stories. 

Now hooked, you moved 

onto family connections to 

the Mayflower. What was 

the highlight of this work? 

Discovering that I have di-

rect links to the Mayflower 

from all four grandparents. I 

have four lines confirmed by 

the Mayflower Association 

and one pending. So far, I 

can trace my ancestors to 

William Bradford, Francis 

Cooke, John Billington, and 

Richard Warren. My pending 

application is for James Chil-

ton. After thinking that all 

my Mayflower ancestors had 

been uncovered, I was sur-

prised to see that one of my 

DAR Patriots was descend-

ed from James Chilton. 

There is a helpful link, Patri-

ot to Mayflower passenger:  

https://

themayflowersociety.org/

genealogy/patriots-to-

passengers/ 

What led to your most re-

cent work confirming an-

cestors who were Patriots 

of the Revolutionary War? 

It was really a return to the 

first genealogical question 

that had crossed my mind 

— were my ancestors Patri-

ots or British sympathizers. I 

discovered I was descended 

(cont’d. on page 11) 

By Caroline Anderson 

http://www.FindAGrave.com
http://www.FindAGrave.com
https://themayflowersociety.org/genealogy/patriots-to-passengers/
https://themayflowersociety.org/genealogy/patriots-to-passengers/
https://themayflowersociety.org/genealogy/patriots-to-passengers/
https://themayflowersociety.org/genealogy/patriots-to-passengers/


(cont’d. on page 12) 

(cont’d. from page 10) 

Mayflower or Patriot an-

cestors? 

In my case, I started with 

my fan chart on Fami-

lySearch. I looked for 

grandparents alive during 

the Revolution.  On the 

DAR site, https://

services.dar.org/public/

dar_research/search/

default.cfm?Tab_ID=1 I 

entered last name and first 

name and then looked 

over the list of proven Pa-

triots. During the pandem-

ic, I had lots of time to 

search for Vital Records 

online, plus I found town 

historical societies very 

helpful.  

What have been the 

most rewarding aspects 

of working on your fami-

ly history? 

Beginning with the visits to 

the grave sites, I was re-

flective about being in the 

towns where my ancestors 

lived, worshipped, and 

raised their children. I saw 

that one grandmother lost 

four children to diphtheria 

in one month. I started to 
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feel connected to all of 

these people — beyond 

their names. I enjoy 

family gatherings in a 

different way now too, 

always hoping to learn 

more about some an-

cestor. I’ve even dis-

covered a family mem-

ber who is a very expe-

rienced genealogist so 

that’s been fun and very 

helpful!  I have also en-

joyed being a member in 

two DAR chapters: the 

Mary Varnum Platts-

Peterborough Chapter in 

Rindge, New Hampshire, 

and the Captain Joshua 

Gray-Jonathan Hatch 

Chapter on Cape Cod. I 

attend the Cape Cod meet-

ings regularly and would 

welcome anyone interested 

to attend as a guest. 

What’s Next? 

Now it’s time to tell the 

stories of these ancestors. 

Next, I’ll write short biog-

raphies including both the 

vital facts about their lives 

as well as what their lives 

might have been like, joys 

and trials. I’d like to create 

some softcover books for 

the paternal and maternal 

sides of my family to excite 

them about their brave, 

hard-working, amazing an-

cestors, some of whom left 

all that was familiar to start 

in a new place; while others 

courageously offered them-

We’re 
glad 
you’re 

a member 
and 

value 
your 

membership! 

from many, many Pa-

triots from privates to 

captains and others 

who had provided ser-

vice to the war effort. 

So far, the DAR has 

approved the applica-

tions for 22 of my an-

cestors. My first suc-

cessful application was 

for Stephen Heald 

(1729-1814) who was from 

Hubbardston, Mass. and 

served as a Private. 

How did lineage socie-

ties help with both your 

Mayflower and Patriot 

research? 

Each DAR chapter has a 

Registrar who is skilled at 

research. Some states 

maintained earlier records, 

thus making the collection 

of Vital Records easier. 

One can pay a small fee 

and get the documentation 

used by earlier members 

whose applications are 

proven. I was able to 

prove four new Patriots 

from my family lines. Re-

cently, DAR hosted a ge-

nealogy conference in 

Plymouth with local expert 

members helping to locate 

the records for women 

wishing to join. The review 

by both these Societies is 

rigorous. It authenticates 

the lineage. Generations to 

come may be assured of its 

accuracy.  

Any advice for others 

who want to trace their 

Members Tracing Family 

http://www.FamilySearch.com
http://www.FamilySearch.com
https://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search/default.cfm?Tab_ID=1
https://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search/default.cfm?Tab_ID=1
https://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search/default.cfm?Tab_ID=1
https://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search/default.cfm?Tab_ID=1


 
If you would like to 

contribute your 
talents  

Volunteer with 
Falmouth 

Genealogical 
Society! 

 

Let us know how you 
want to help. 
 

Email Dottie Priestley  
rpriest1567@comcast.
net. 

(cont’d. from page 11) 

Focus on Research—Boston Tea Party Participant  

Biographies and Boston Tea Party Descendants Program 
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selves in service to our coun-

try; and share what the wom-

en contributed with their 

strong faith and lessons in 

character.  

Linda Heald is passionate 

about the environment and 

genealogy. She retired to 

West Falmouth after careers 

Members Tracing Family 

in the non-profit sector and 

sales in the Boston area. 

While a new full-time resi-

dent, Linda spent many sum-

mers and weekends in Fal-

mouth and on the Cape with 

both maternal and paternal 

relatives. She has one daugh-

ter, Larissa, and they are 

both enthusiastic animal 

advocates. Linda joined FGS 

in 2021 and “enjoys the 

wonderful programs and 

interacting with people with 

similar interests”. She would 

be happy to chat with mem-

bers who are working on 

their Mayflower or Patriot 

ancestors.  

December 16, 2023, marked 

an important milestone — 

the 250th anniversary of the 

Boston Tea Party. 

The Boston Tea Party Partici-

pant Biographies database and 

The Tea Party Descendants Pro-

gram are exciting collabora-

tions between American An-

cestors/New England His-

toric Genealogical Society 

(www.americanancestors.org) 

and the Boston Tea Party 

Ships & Museum 

(www.bostonteapartyship.co

m). This effort is both a ro-

bust genealogical research 

project and a lineage society. 

As part of the project, the 

two organizations have 

launched the Boston Tea 

Party Participant Biographies 

project. The database cur-

rently includes about 60 pro-

files that provide vital record 

data, information on chil-

dren, and other biographical 

details on individuals who 

were associated with or con-

firmed to have participated 

in the December 16, 1773, 

event. The database and re-

search resources are available 

at American Ancestors at: 

https://

www.americanancestors.org/

BostonTeaParty.  

Information on joining the 

legacy society, Boston Tea 

Party Descendants, can also 

be found on the American 

Ancestors site at: https://

www.americanancestors.org

/BTPDescendants. 

American Ancestors mem-

bership may be required to 

access some information. 

Access to American Ances-

tors is available at the FGS 

“Help Desk” sessions, held 

on Tuesday afternoons from 

2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Fal-

mouth Public Library. 

Asking You:  Members Respond 

We want to hear from you! 

In each newsletter, we’ll 

pose a question — and wait 

for your responses. Our 

hope is to learn more about 

your areas of interest, make 

connections among mem-

bers, and have a bit of fun. 

Please (try to) limit your 

response to 200 words.  

So, here’s our first question: 

Do you have Cape Cod 

ancestors in your family 

tree?  

Share your ancestral names, 

when they arrived, where 

they lived, how they made 

their living, and more. Or 

share the details of a note-

worthy Cape Cod ancestor. 

Email your response to this 

“Asking You” question to 

Caroline Anderson, mem-

bership director, at 

fgsmember-

ship@gmail.com. Respons-

es may be edited for clarity 

and length and featured in a 

future newsletter. 

By Caroline Anderson 

By Caroline Anderson 

mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
http://www.americanancestors.org
http://www.bostonteapartyship.com
http://www.bostonteapartyship.com
https://www.americanancestors.org/
https://www.americanancestors.org/
https://www.americanancestors.org/BTPDescendants
https://www.americanancestors.org/BTPDescendants
https://www.americanancestors.org/BTPDescendants
mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com
mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com


Or simply drop in 
any Tuesday at the 

Reference Room 
Falmouth Public 

Library 
from 2:00 - 4:00 pm  

gestions — at the meeting 
and hopefully beyond. 

This could be your big 
breakthrough! Your 
chance to knock down a 
brick wall! So, just do it! 

Contact Tim Martin at 
your earliest convenience if 
you’d like to present your 
knotty genealogical prob-
lem. Tim can be reached 
by email at fgspresei-
dent@gmail.com or by 
phone at (630) 740-0881. 
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Since meeting time is 
limited, we will hear 
from just two or three 
members. If there are 
additional “knotty prob-
lems”, we will make ar-
rangements to tackle 
them in special “Team 
Up!” sessions or during 
our regular Tuesday 
“Help Desk” sessions at 
the Falmouth Public Li-
brary. 

Members are invited to 
present the CRUX of a 
knotty genealogical prob-
lem at the February 10 
FGS meeting. Presenters 
will be asked to prepare a 
short handout that summa-
rizes the focused question 
— the CRUX — you are 
trying to answer as well as 
the known and assumed 
facts pertaining to the 
question. You’ll present 
your case to our esteemed 
membership who will ask 
questions and make sug-

Get Help with Your Knotty  

Genealogical Problem  

Members Present at February 10, 2024, Meeting  

Whether you’re just getting 
started in family genealogy 
or have hit a brick wall, 
FGS volunteers are eager 
to help you with your fam-
ily research questions.  

Two programs — the 
Tuesday Help Desk and 
Team Up! — offer indi-
vidualized assistance on an 
occasional or ongoing ba-
sis. While helping with the 
specific question, volun-
teers also offer advice on 
research strategies and 
available resources to aid 
in your future work. 

Tuesday Help Desk 
Sessions. FGS volunteers 
assist both members and 
community individuals 
with their genealogical 
research. The sessions are 
held every Tuesday after-
noon from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

at the Falmouth Public 
Library. No appointment 
is needed for this compli-
mentary drop-in session. 

Team Up! If your genea-

logical question is complex 
— or you think the topic 
may interest others —
consider scheduling a 
Team Up! consult. Based 
on your question, we’ll 
identify one or more mem-
bers with expertise in this 
area of genealogical re-
search. Team Up! sessions, 
also free of charge to 
members, are available in 
person or via ZOOM. To 
inquire about a Team Up! 
consult, contact Tim Mar-
tin at fgspresi-
dent@gmail.com. 

Volunteers enjoy the varie-
ty and challenge of each 
and every research ques-

tion. Recent queries have 
included: Finding Mayflower 
ancestors and joining the 
Mayflower Society, identify-
ing the right genealogical 
software, finding biological 
relatives for an adoptee, trac-
ing Cape Cod ancestors for 
summer visitors, proving 
ancestry to qualify for Italian 
citizenship, locating “old 
country links” for travelers, 
military service records, and 
more. 

A benefit of both programs 
is the camaraderie of talking 
about your work with fellow 
genealogists who share your 
interest in family history and 
telling the stories of our an-
cestors. 

It’s a New Year to tackle 
your genealogical research! 
Join us on Tuesdays! Sched-
ule a Team Up! consult.  

Tuesday Help Desk and Team Up! 

Volunteers Ready to Help with Your Family Research 

By Caroline Anderson 

By Caroline Anderson 

mailto:fgspreseident@gmail.com
mailto:fgspreseident@gmail.com
mailto:fgspresident@gmail.com
mailto:fgspresident@gmail.com
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Internet addresses contained in this 
publication are being provided as a 
convenience and for informational 
purposes only; they do not consti-
tute an endorsement or an approval 
by Falmouth Genealogical Society, 
Inc. of any of the products, services 
or opinions of the corporation or 
organization or individual. Fal-
mouth Genealogical Society, Inc. 
bears no responsibility for the 
accuracy, legality or content of the 
external site or for that of subse-
quent links. Contact the external 
site for answers to questions regard-
ing its content. 

guide to genealogical resources available at 

the Falmouth Public Library, and links to 

other key genealogical resources. 

As the FGS Board looks forward to its 40th 

Anniversary and beyond, we hope to build 

on the mission by highlighting The Joy of Ex-

ploring and Sharing your Family History. While 

continuing to instruct and support best prac-

tices for genealogical research and documen-

tation, we hope to showcase storytelling and 

unique ways to share family history.  

Throughout its history, FGS has relied on 

volunteers to advance its mission and to pro-

duce programs and manage all aspects of the 

organization (a 501c3 nonprofit). As we plan 

for our future, we need your help and input. 

Our goal is to match volunteers with areas of 

interest: research, programs, publicity, out-

reach, membership, finance, website. Or per-

haps you have a new idea you’d like to ex-

plore.  

We invite you to reach out to us — to volun-

teer or to provide ideas and input. 

The Falmouth Genealogical Society (FGS) 

was formed in 1985 by several individuals 

who shared an interest in genealogy and 

family history. Their goal was to provide 

local genealogists the opportunity to partic-

ipate in educational programs with well-

known speakers and professional genealo-

gists as well as the chance to share their 

family history work and results with one 

another. 

Nearly 40 years since its founding, the FGS 

and the FGS Board remain committed to 

these founding goals: advancing the field of 

genealogy and encouraging individuals to 

explore their personal family history. In 

short, the mission of FGS is Connecting Peo-

ple with Their Family and History.  

Monthly presentations by nationally recog-

nized speakers and our own members as 

well as ongoing educational opportunities 

like the Tuesday Help Desk sessions sup-

port this mission. Visit the FGS website at 

www.falgen.org (under the Resources tab) 

to view our library of past newsletters, a 

Meet the Board 

Our History. Our Future. 

An Invitation to Volunteer and Provide Input 

Left to right Front: Dottie Priestley—Newsletter, Ralph Wadleigh—Secretary, 

Caroline Anderson—Membership, and David Burt. Back: Clyde Tyndale—VP, Tim 

Martin—President, Ray Howe—Treasurer, and Jerry Luby, Past President (Inset) 

(See also “Officers, Committees/Chairs, At Large” on left column) 

By Caroline Anderson 

http://www.falgen.org
mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
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CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS 

All Meetings Held 

at Falmouth Public Library 

Hermann Foundation Room 

AND Virtually via Zoom  

Unless Noted Otherwise 

See Falgen.org for 

Updated Info 

Sat., Apr. 13 @ 10:30 am 

“The Art of Mourning:  
A Closer Look at Early 19th 
Century Falmouth Cousins” 

With Rachel L. Lovett 
Exec. Dir. (in person) 

Falmouth Historical Society 
Sat., May 11 @ 10:30 am 

“Misattributed: When Your 
Genealogy and Your Birth 
Certificate Are at Odds” 

With Peter J. Boni 
Author (in person)  

Sat., June 8 @ 10:30 am 

"More than Just Names: 
Advanced U.S. 

Census Research" 
(Pre-Recoded) 

With Judy Russell 
The Legal Genealogist 

No Zoom—Must attend at Library! 

Sat., July 13 @ 10:30 am 

“150 Years of Lost  
Records:  A Methodological 

Approach to Finding  
Swedish Parents” 
With Jill Morelli 

 Certified Genealogist (R) 
(via Zoom) 

The Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council 

offers programs 
See MGC | Home 

(massgencouncil.org) 

(cont’d. on page 2) 

(cont’d. on page 5) 
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Finding Original Names and Towns 

for 19th and 20th Century Immigrants 

FGS member Deborah Shaw pre-

sented an information-packed talk 

on strategies and tips to find the 

original names of 19th and 20th Centu-

ry ancestors on March 9, 2024. She 

brought her talk—and the people 

she profiled—to life using an engag-

ing case study approach. She honed 

these research skills by successfully 

identifying and documenting her 

eight great-grandparents, all of 

whom were born in Eastern Europe. 

She said that this work required both 

creativity and tenacity. Debbie be-

lieves that it is important for people to find and honor their ancestors. 

Debbie’s first piece of advice was to make sure you’re signed up for a free 

account with FamilySearch.org. She said that digitized—but unindexed—

records are key to success in identifying original names and towns. And, 

she said, FamilySearch has a bounty of unindexed records. When research-

ing through FamilySearch, Debbie encourages users to search by place in 

addition to name. And, she said a first stop when researching relatives 

By Caroline McKee Anderson 

Finding What You Need and Making 

the Most of What You Find 

Pam Vestal, professional genealogist and writer, 
presented an informative and engaging presenta-
tion on genealogical information—how to search 
for it, access it, extract it, and most important—
how to understand it on January 13, 2024. She 
covered a myriad of topics aimed at enhancing 
and expanding research success. Pam joined us via 
Zoom from Oregon.  

According to Pam, the ultimate goal is to uncover 
details about ancestors that go beyond names and 
dates on a family tree. When working with clients, 
she said they are most interested in their ances-
tors’ stories—what were there lives like. Pam Vestal 

By Caroline McKee Anderson 

Deborah Shaw, FGS Member 

and Genealogist-Consultant  

http://www.falgen.org
https://www.legalgenealogist.com/
https://www.massgencouncil.org/
https://www.massgencouncil.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen/
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To discover this information, 
Pam encouraged attendees to 
think broadly and dig beyond 
the basics. A few of Pam’s 
recommendations include: 

Search for Name Varia-
tions—try all possible spell-
ings of names and nicknames 
as a means to overcome in-
dexing problems. And, be-
ware of possible abbrevia-
tions. If you don’t find what 
you need by name, try look-
ing by address. 

Check All Related Rec-

ords—you may only find a 

portion of an available rec-

ord online. When making a 

records request, ask for the 

complete file—all associated 

records and “loose papers.” 

Explore the FAN Club: 

Friends, Family, Associ-

ates and Neighbors—when 

visiting a cemetery, check 

who is buried nearby. When 

reviewing a census docu-

ment, who is living nearby 

and don’t forget to look at 

Finding What You Need  

several pages before and af-

ter your ancestor’s listing. 

Follow the Money—who 

paid the marriage bond or 

paid for the funeral. Who 

bought and who sold prop-

erty? 

Take Fuller Advantage of 

Google—see Pam’s handout 

for an excellent example on 

using symbols to refine your 

search. 

Use FamilySearch Strate-

gically—go under the 

Search tab, then choose Cat-

alog. While it will open a 

“Place” search, select a 

“Keyword” search for better 

results (even if you’re search-

ing for a place). 

Don’t be afraid to “Browse” 

unindexed records—you’ll 

often be able to narrow your 

search successfully. 

Translate Foreign Rec-

ords—Genealogy Transla-

tions is a private Facebook 

group where volunteers 

translate family documents 

at no cost. Read the group 

rules and request permission 

to join at:  

www.facebook.com/

groups/

GenealogicalTranslations. 

Pam re-

ferred to 

the many 

resources, 

such as 

decipher-

ing Federal Census Codes 

and changes to street ad-

dresses, available on Steve 

Morse’s web site: 

www.stevemorse.org. 

To review all of Pam’s re-

search tips, FGS Members 

can access the meeting 

handout and video recording 

at www.falgen.org. 

 
 

(cont’d. from page 1) 

Join the 100+ people who 

are members of the Fal-

mouth Genealogical Society 

Facebook Group. 

Engage with others who 

share your interest in geneal-

ogy and family history. FGS 

posts program updates, new 

resources and helpful hints 

in the Group. And, once 

you’ve joined—like and 

share our posts. With your 

help, we’ll expand our genea-

logical community. 

Join the Falmouth Genea-

logical Society Facebook 

Group 

And, 

once 

you’re 

following 

FGS—

like us!  

Join Falmouth Genealogical Society on 

Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/GenealogicalTranslations
http://www.facebook.com/groups/GenealogicalTranslations
http://www.facebook.com/groups/GenealogicalTranslations
http://www.stevemorse.org
http://www.falgen.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen


then emigrat-
ed to the Bos-
ton area. 

The research 
questions or 
CRUX:  

• What are 
the birth, 

death, and bur-
ial dates and places for 
my great-grandfather, 
Thomas (Thomam/
Thoma) V. Joyce? 

• What are the birth date 
and place for my great-
grandmother, Bridget 
(Brigidam/Brigida) A. 
Gibbons? 

• Who were my Joyce 
great-great grandpar-
ents—parents of Thom-
as V. Joyce? 

• Who were my Gibbons 
great-great grandpar-
ents—parents of Bridget 
Gibbons? 

See the players in the tree to 
the right. 

Meeting attendees had many 
helpful suggestions: 

• Create a timeline 
with all of the key 
people, dates, and 
places. 

• Search existing trees 
on genealogical 
sites. 

• Locate the immigra-
tion and naturaliza-
tion records. 

• Focus first on the 
male ancestors and 
link to females. 
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• Try to find “places” 
in England 
and Ireland. 

• Further ex-
plore possi-
ble records at 
St. Bede’s 
Church in 
Jarrow, Eng-
land. 

Members who want 
to continue to help 
Mary Anne in her 
research can access 
details of the known 
“facts” in her presen-
tation handout 
(available at the FGS 
website on the Mem-
bers Only page) and 
view her test tree at: 

https://
www.ancestry.com/
family-tree/
tree/111504796/
family?cfpid=380085972180  

Contact Mary Anne at    
Macon2727@msn.com. 

If you have a “knotty” gene-
alogical problem and would 
like assistance, please drop 
in to the FGS Help Desk 
session that is staffed every 
Tuesday from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
at the Falmouth Public Li-
brary. For complex prob-
lems, consider scheduling a 
TeamUp session. See the 
FGS web site for more in-
formation: www.falgen.org. 

FGS member Mary Anne 
Conboy accepted the invita-
tion to present a “knotty” 
genealogical problem and get 
assistance from attendees at 
the February 10, 2024, meet-
ing.  

The meeting format was 
modeled on our Tuesday 
“Help Desk” sessions. Mem-
bers arrived with notes and 
laptops ready to provide sug-
gestions for next steps to 
unravel Mary Anne’s conun-
drums.  

Mary Anne presented the 
CRUX of her puzzle that 
focused on her maternal 
Joyce and Gibbons lines. 
The search began in 2016 
when Mary Anne’s cousin 
hired a genealogist who 
traced Mary Anne’s grandfa-
ther, Thomas Francis Joyce 
(1886-1941)to Jarrow, Eng-
land. In 2023, Mary Anne 
travelled to Jarrow to further 
the research. Mary Anne 
described the emotion of 
standing in St. Bede’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Jar-
row where her great-
grandparents were married, 
and her grandfather was bap-
tized in 1886. With this in-
formation and experience, 
she wants to learn more 
about these ancestors who 

Here’s the Crux of It with Mary Anne Conboy 

Tim Martin and Mary Anne Conboy 

By Caroline McKee Anderson 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/111504796/family?cfpid=380085972180
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/111504796/family?cfpid=380085972180
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/111504796/family?cfpid=380085972180
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/111504796/family?cfpid=380085972180
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/111504796/family?cfpid=380085972180
mailto:Macon2727@msn.com
http://www.falgen.org
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What sparked your interest 

in genealogy? 

When I was five, my mother 

and maternal grandmother 

took me to a cemetery out-

side Boston so I could 

“meet” my grandfather. I 

was a curious child and from 

that moment, I started to 

listen to the family stories. 

When did you start to seri-

ously research your family 

roots? 

When my father died in 

2004, I wanted to learn more 

about his mother and family. 

This was the beginning of my 

“deeper dive” into genealogy. 

I was fascinated by all I 

learned, realizing that this 

was history, this was educa-

tion. I then started to trav-

el—around New England, to 

Europe and to the Canadian 

Maritimes to trace ancestors. 

It’s hard to explain the feel-

ing of holding the marriage 

Conversation with Michael Proctor, 

New Historian, Massachusetts Society of 

Mayflower Descendants 

Deep Falmouth Roots 

record of ancestors from  the 

mid-1300s. 

How did your interest be-

come your profession? 

After nearly 40 years work-

ing in the retail environment, 

I had the opportunity to shift 

gears and pursue genealogy 

professionally. To bolster my 

self-taught skills, I attended 

conferences and completed 

the genealogical studies pro-

gram at Boston University. 

At one of those conferences, 

I met someone from the 

General Society of Mayflow-

er Descendants and worked 

as an application verifier for 

several years. At the same 

time, I began to build a small 

business consulting for pri-

vate clients. 

What are your personal 

areas of research? 

To distinguish myself from 

other professional genealo-

gists, I have focused on the 

Canadian Maritimes. While 

giving me a niche, it lines up 

with my personal history 

since three of my four grand-

parents come from this area. 

You grew up in Fal-

mouth—how did this ex-

perience influence your 

genealogical journey? 

Falmouth will always be 

home—my sister and her 

family still live there. I have 

great memories of growing 

up and going through the 

school system. In school, I 

began to learn how to be a 

good researcher. I have par-

ticularly fond memories of 

English teacher Paul Cali 

who sparked my creative 

storytelling side. 

You became the Historian 

at the Massachusetts Soci-

ety of Mayflower De-

scendants in January 2024. 

What appealed to you 

about the position? 

The opportunity to bring my 

research, management and 

technical abilities to an es-

teemed organization that is 

poised and ready to enhance 

and update outreach activi-

ties, systems, and processes. 

This position also gives me 

the opportunity to work di-

rectly with people—adults as 

well as young people 

through our Juniors pro-

gram—and help them con-

nect to their own history. By 

definition, a historian is an 

educator, and this position 

allows me to both learn and 

teach. 

What are your goals for 

the Society? 

As I think about goals and 

the future, I am focused on 

ensuring that we bring value 

(cont’d. on page 7) 

Note:  

For more on meeting    

topics, members can access 

speakers’ notes and most 

presentations on YouTube. 

Go to the Falmouth Gene-

alogical Society, Inc. web-

site, falgen.org, (or read 

QR code below with phone 

camera), click on Member-

ship, and log into the 

Members Only section. Go 

to Speaker Notes and 

Videos. If you need the 

password, please contact 

Tim Martin at fgspresi-

dent@gmail.com. 

Michael Proctor, 

Historian 

Mass. Society of  

Mayflower 

http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falgen.org/
mailto:fgspresident@gmail.com
mailto:fgspresident@gmail.com


 
If you would like to 

contribute your 
talents  

Volunteer with 
Falmouth 

Genealogical 
Society! 

 

Let us know how you 
want to help. 
 

Email Dottie Priestley  
rpriest1567@comcast.
net. 
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Finding Original Names and Towns (cont’d. from p. 1) 

should be the FamilySearch 

Wiki for the relevant places 

for your ancestors. 

Debbie’s second piece of 

advice—stay focused on 

one question at a time. As 

you tackle the given ques-

tion, review and reassess 

every piece of information 

you already have. And, be-

fore you try to search for 

records overseas, ensure 

that you have exhausted all 

U.S. records. 

In her talk handout, Deb-

bie provided an extensive 

list of tips and resources 

when looking for original 

names. Members can view 

a recording of Debbie’s 

talk and download the 

handout in the Members 

Only section of the FGS 

web site: www.falgen.org. 

In addition to securing vital 

records (birth, marriage, 

death), Debbie suggested 

looking carefully at original 

census records, especially 

from 1900, 1910 and earli-

er. Were town names in-

cluded? Who was living 

nearby? How many chil-

dren were reported? And, 

then find their birth and 

death records. And, she 

said, review several pages 

on either side of your an-

cestors’ records. She added 

that while the 1890 census 

did not survive, there are 

19 states with census rec-

ords from 1884-1896 and 

41 states with some type of 

census in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. She strongly 

urged researchers to record 

specific addresses and to 

map them to ensure that 

you have identified the 

right person or family. 

Debbie said that naturali-

zation documents, ship 

records, and city directo-

ries offer a gold mine of 

information. When review-

ing naturalizations records, 

she said to ensure that you 

find all of the forms. These 

can be particularly helpful 

in discovering “also known 

as” names. For ship rec-

ords, you might need to 

identify the original first 

name to be successful. For 

example, was Max original-

ly Mordache? 

Newspapers, especially 

obituaries, are a terrific 

resource. With obituaries, 

Debbie encouraged re-

searchers to include ex-

tended members of the 

family to expand the 

branches on your tree. She 

said that it is often neces-

sary to research all siblings 

in each generation to truly 

identify original names and 

places. 

Debbie said to include mil-

itary records and court 

documents, including pro-

bate, land transactions, 

guardianship, etc. in your 

search. Military registration 

documents typically asked 

for town of birth and the 

name of someone who 

would always know where 

to find the registrant. 

Debbie closed her talk with 

a brief summary of The Suss-

man News which was com-

piled and published in Phil-

adelphia from March 1934 

to December 1939 by three 

Sussman cousins, all de-

scendants of Yisroel Zis-

man (1837-1902) and Hinda 

Rachel Levin (1834-1921). 

Designed to keep the Suss-

mans in the U.S., Lithuania, 

and South Africa informed 

and to share family history, 

The Sussman News also pro-

vides a window into the 

daily life of Jews in several 

small Lithuanian shtetls in 

the late 19th and 20th Centu-

ries. You can request a fully 

searchable copy of The Suss-

man News at Debbie’s web-

site: www.origenme.com. 

In addition to viewing Deb-

bie’s talk on the FGS web 

site, she provided the fol-

lowing link for a talk she 

gave: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=I6-O8JbucLU (start at 

minute 9). You can also 

learn more about Debbie 

and her research areas of 

interest at oriGen Genealo-

gy at www.origenme.com. 

mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
http://www.falgen.org
http://www.origenme.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6-O8JbucLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6-O8JbucLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6-O8JbucLU
http://www.origenme.com
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This column highlights the 

genealogical work of mem-

bers. In this interview, we 

meet Bruce H. Bumpus, an 

FGS member since 2014, 

and learn about his family 

history research journey. 

How did you get interest-

ed in family genealogy? 

When I was in my teens, my 

father, Craig Loren Bumpus 

(1912-1987) began discussing 

our genealogy. He provided 

family documents, photos, 

and stories, which piqued my 

interest. He related a story of 

a trip he made to Hebron, 

Maine with his father and my 

paternal grandfather, Herbert 

Ayer Bumpus (1876-1949) 

who needed to get an origi-

nal copy of his birth certifi-

cate to apply for social secu-

rity. He enjoyed relating how 

well received his father was 

with all the young ladies in 

town. I learned later that 

some of the Bumpus family 

lands are now part of the 

Hebron Academy campus. 

What has been your re-

search approach? 

I’ve been working on the 

family genealogy, off and on, 

Members Tracing Family 

for about 35 years. At 

first, my goal was to 

flesh out my tree with 

names and dates—

going back as far as I 

could. The result of 

these efforts is a won-

derful family tree that 

traces my ancestors 

back to the 1500s—

including probable 

links to five Mayflow-

er passengers. 

I’ve included ances-

tors in the tree for 

both my wife’s and my 

side of the family. My 

wife’s’ genealogy was 

documented by a pro-

fessional genealogist. 

I’ve documented in-

formation on the pa-

ternal Bumpus—originally 

Bompasse—tree. My first 

ancestor in America was 

Edouad Bompasse (1604-

1683) who arrived on the 

Fortune in 1621 and settled 

in Plymouth. He and his 

progeny included the May-

flower families of Richard 

Warren (1578-1628), Francis 

Cooke (1583-1663), John 

Billington (1579-1630), 

James Chilton (1556-1620), 

and Thomas Rogers (1572-

1621). Through research and 

DNA confirmation, it turns 

out that many of my paternal 

and maternal ancestors come 

from Normandy, France, 

England, Scotland, Northern 

Ireland, Sweden, and Den-

mark. 

Do you have a favorite 

ancestor or a family story? 

There are many interesting 

people and great stories but 

one of my favorites is about 

my great-great grandfather 

Lorenzo Simmons Bumpus 

(1809-1891). After the death 

of my great-great grand-

mother, Lydia York (1803-

1864), Lorenzo married 

Cynthia Royal (1813-1890). 

Upon Cynthia’s death, he 

wrote a poem in her honor. 

(Above) A couple of lines:  

“The sting of death has ended, In 

bliss for-ever more, The Angels 

bid her welcome, To joys in Heav-

en above.”  

I can feel both the love and 

sadness in these words. The 

poem brings these ancestors 

Note: FGS YouTube 
videos in the Mem-
bers Only section 
are indexed into 
chapters. This al-
lows the viewer to 
identify named seg-
ments and quickly 
go to desired ones. 

(cont’d. on page 7) 

Bruce H. Bumpus 

See Transcription on Page 12 



(cont’d. from page 6) 

relative in Normandy who 

is helping to explore the 

maternal sides of our fami-

ly—Jeanne (Joan) and De-

launay. While we don’t 

share a common language, 

we do share family. That’s 

very meaningful to me. It 

was also wonderful to visit 

Normandy and imagine 

that I was walking the 

same streets as my ances-

tors. 

Tell us about your expe-

rience with Storyworth. 

My son and daughter-in-

law gave me a subscription 

to Storyworth 

(www.storyworth.com) 

to encourage me to record 

some of my personal sto-

ries and memories of my 

family history. Each week, 

I receive a story question 
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and write my response. At 

the end of the year, the 

stories will be bound into a 

keepsake book. It’s inspir-

ing me to think about ways 

to write the stories of my 

ancestors, maybe even a 

book. 

What’s Next? 

In addition to exploring 

ways to record and share 

the stories of my ancestors, 

I’m ready to take a more 

strategic and disciplined 

approach to researching 

ancestors. By taking this 

deeper dive, I know that I’ll 

get a better picture of their 

lives, their place in history. 

In turn, this will make rich-

er stories to share with my 

children and grandchildren. 

to life and provides a 

glimpse into their lives.  

Why is exploring family 

history important to 

you? 

It’s our history and an-

swers the question, 

“Where do we come 

from?” It tells us who they 

were, what kind of lives 

they had, their joys and 

sorrows. Many of them 

were musically inclined.  I 

somehow missed out on 

that gene. In short, it 

makes history come alive. 

What have been the 

most rewarding aspects 

of this journey? 

Meeting people—both 

here and in France—who 

share my ancestry.  I’ve 

developed a wonderful 

relationship with a distant 

Members Tracing Family 

Find all the latest 
updates on FGS 
events any time 
online at the 
falgen.org 
 Calendar! 

(cont’d. from p. 4) 

Do you have Mayflower 

ancestors in your family 

tree? 

Yes, through my paternal 

grandmother I 

am descended 

from John 

Alden and his 

wife Priscilla Mullins, both 

passengers on the May-

flower. And in an example 

of coming full circle, I 

made my application 

through the Massachusetts 

Society. 

Why do you think it’s 

important to trace your 

family history? 

I think you have a richer 

life experience when you 

know your own story and 

how your ancestors fit into 

history. And when you 

share these stories, you’re 

walking in that history with 

those ancestors. 

to both current and pro-

spective members in eve-

rything we do. By imple-

menting more technology, 

we can enhance and 

streamline the application 

process. Beyond that, I 

want to grow volunteer 

opportunities, increase 

educational programming, 

and reach out to stu-

dents—maybe through 

programming with the 

public schools 

Conversation with Michael Proctor 

http://www.storyworth.com
https://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/contact.html
https://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/contact.html
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Who is the ancestor you 

would most like to 

meet—and why? 

We want to hear from 

you! With our newsletter 

“question,” we hope to 

learn more about your 

areas of interest, make 

connections among mem-

bers, and have a bit of fun. 

Please (try to) limit your 

response to 200 words.  

Last Newsletter’s Ques-

tion: Do you have Cape 

Cod ancestors in your 

family tree? 

FGS Member Catherine 

Gwynn wrote that despite 

her family’s decades long 

association and love for the 

Cape, she never thought they 

had Cape Cod roots. That 

changed when she was re-

searching her paternal sec-

ond great-grandmother, Eliz-

abeth G. Cook (1811-1854). 

Much to her surprise and 

delight, she discovered that 

Elizabeth was born in Sand-

wich.  

More research uncovered 

that Elizabeth’s parents 

(Cathy’s 3rd great-

grandparents), John L. 

Cook (1785-1873) and 

Lydia A. Raymond, also 

born in Sandwich, (1791-

1876) are buried in the 

Sagamore Cemetery in 

Bourne. 

And, Elizabeth’s grand-

parents (Cathy’s 4th great-

grandparents), Asa Ray-

mond, also born in Sand-

wich, (1766-1832) and 

Mercy Norris (1773-

1852), are buried in the 

Cataumet Cemetery—

very near the home Cathy’s 

family has owned since 

1950. Upon this discovery, 

she called her sister and they 

had a quick “visit” with their 

kin. These discoveries led to 

more Cape ties—and more 

research avenues to explore 

with the Mayhew, Perry and 

Bourne families. 

Asking You:  Members Respond 

Photo Sleuthing 

Can you help us confirm the 
identify of this young boy in 
this photo and help us re-
turn it to his family? The 
photo was recently found in 
a donation to the Falmouth 
Service Center’s Hand in 
hand Thrift Shop. 

Our clues: the photo is la-
beled “Peter Mottla” and he 
appears to be about 10 years 
old and is sporting a Pocas-
set baseball uniform. If our 
research is accurate, we be-
lieve this is Peter Mottla son 
of Gabriel and Eileen 
(Sheehan) Mottla who sum-

mered in Cataumet. Baseball 
appears to have run in the 
family. Peter is dressed to 
play ball. And his father 
served as general manager 
and coach of the Bourne 
Town Team in the mid-
1960s, an entry in the Cape 
Cod Semi-Pro Baseball 
League. 

If you can help, please con-
tact Caroline McKee Ander-
son, Membership Director at 
fgsmembership@gmail.com. 
If you’d like to help identify 
future photos, contact Caro-
line. 

mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com


Focus on Research— FamilySearch Center to re-

open at the local Cataumet LDS Church 

laptop. You will first need 

to install a browser exten-

sion to enable this access. 

Ask Betsy or Tim Martin 

for help on this. 

Here is an example of a 

locked image set where 

you must go to a Fami-

lySearch Center for view-

ing: https://

www.familysearch.org/

search/catalog/199947 

Click on the above link 

from home and note the 

lock above each camera 

icon.  Click on the locked 
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camera icon and note 

the error. Click on 

“Access the site at a 

FamilySearch Center.” 

Navigate the map to 

find FamilySearch 

Centers. Cataumet 

needs to be added to 

the list. 

At a Family Search 

Center, like Cataumet, 

you will also have ac-

cess to FamilySearch 

premium websites includ-

ing Ancestry Institutional 

Version, ArkivDigital, Brit-

ish Newspaper Archive, 

FindMyPast, Fold 3, Gene-

alogyBank, MyHeritage 

Library Edition, and News-

paperArchive.com.   

You can contact Betsy 

Cross at 774-313-7955 or 

betsycross10@yahoo.com 

to setup a time to access 

these locked records at the 

Cataumet LDS Church: 

1220 County Road, Catau-

met, MA 02534. 

We’re 
glad 
you’re 

a member 
and 

value 
your 

membership! 

Some may recall that 

the LDS church in 

Cataumet used to be a 

Family History Library 

where microfilms were 

available or could be 

ordered and read on-

site. When a huge 

number of Fami-

lySearch records be-

came available via 

their website, the ma-

jority of the Family 

History Libraries were 

closed. Institutions that 

allow FamilySearch to scan 

and make their records 

available will however 

sometimes place re-

strictions on the accessibil-

ity of those records, allow-

ing them to only be viewa-

ble at a FamilySearch Affil-

iate Library such as Fal-

mouth Public Library, or at 

a higher lock level only 

available at a FamilySearch 

Center typically at an LDS 

church.  

We are pleased to an-

nounce that our new FGS 

member Betsy Carlson 

Cross has agreed to 

standup a FamilySearch 

Center at the Cataumet 

LDS Church. We will likely 

start with one Saturday 

each month when she will 

be there to assist people in 

accessing records via the 

church Internet connec-

tion. At this time, you will 

need to bring your own 

In Memoriam 
Sadly, long-time member Judy Wadleigh passed 
away on March 17 of complications from lung 
cancer. She was 83. Judy was the wife of our board 
member, Ralph. At the October 2023 FGS Artifacts 
Day she shared her family’s cookbook, Food Fit for a 
Prince. Judy was active in the West Falmouth 
Library, the Falmouth Chorale and the Woods Hole 
Cantata Consort. We are so sorry for your loss, 
Ralph. Judy will be missed by all of us.  

By Tim Martin 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/199947
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/199947
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/199947
mailto:betsycross10@yahoo.com
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On the Road with FGS 

FGS to Present Workshop 

at Falmouth Senior Center 

in April 

FGS will present an intro-

duction to genealogy course 

at the Falmouth Senior Cen-

ter on April 25, 2024. The 

course is titled, “What’s 

Your Family Story?” Our 

goal for this outreach pro-

gram is to help participants 

discover the joy of exploring 

and sharing their family his-

tory. Through the interactive 

program, FGS members will 

teach attendees the basics of 

building a family tree—with 

the ultimate goal of uncover-

ing the stories of their ances-

tors and their place in histo-

ry. 

Sarah Adams who is ex-

ploring her Irish roots with 

the goal of securing an Irish 

passport. 

Charles Amsler who is 

researching his German and 

Irish roots. 

Betsy Cross, a Falmouth 

native and the local liaison 

for the Family Search Cen-

ter. 

Terri and Gerard Kelley 

who is exploring his Irish 

roots and hopes, one day, to 

secure an Irish passport. 

Sue and Dan McGuire who 

are both eager to explore 

their family roots. 

And, welcome back to Mary 

Ellen and Richard Wil-

liams who we look forward 

to seeing in person this 

summer. 

We are eager to learn more 

about your genealogical 

areas of interest and how 

me might support your ef-

forts. We look forward to 

seeing you at upcoming 

meetings—in person or on 

Zoom. 

 

Welcome Members 
 

We are pleased to welcome these new members: 

FGS is Featured Non-

Profit at Chamber of 

Commerce Business 

After Hours 

FGS was the featured 

non-profit at the Febru-

ary Falmouth Chamber 

of Commerce Business 

After Hours event host-

ed by Bad Martha 

Farmer’s Brewery in East 

Falmouth. Tim Martin 

and Dottie Priestley 

made a brief presenta-

tion about FGS and en-

couraged attendees to 

explore their family his-

tory. Two lucky at-

tendees won consulta-

tions to begin or 

jumpstart their research. 

Crowd at Bad Martha 

Farmer’s Brewery 

Chamber CEO/President  

Michael Kasparian and FGS 

President Tim Martin 



By Tim Martin 

Or simply drop in 
any Tuesday at the 

Reference Room 
Falmouth Public 

Library 
from 2:00 - 4:00 pm  

RootsTech;” these people 

being already in the Fami-

lySearch World Tree to 

reveal possible connections 

with other attendees. I had 

38,255 apparent relatives in 

attendance. Admittedly 

most of these are quite 

distant and difficult to 

prove but the list can be 

sorted by degree of separa-

tion and the closest rela-

tives then messaged. Sort-

ing of relatives attending 

can also be done by geo-

graphic region, by ances-

tor, by family line etc. Best 

of all: these relatives are 

interested in genealogy and 

can be contacted. 

Hugely significant: Fam-

ilySearch also announced 

AI transcription and 

searching of handwritten 

records in what they are 

calling “Full-Text Search.” 

US Land and Probate 

Records are currently ac-

cessible by this amazing 

method with more record 

types to be added over 

time. Users are able to 

search for ANY text with-

in the document image and 

receive a full transcription 
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of the handwritten docu-

ment. Not perfect but very 

good. Try it out at this 

link: https://

www.familysearch.org/

search/full-text. This and 

other new features were 

explained at a Fami-

lySearch Tech Forum – see 

video here cued to the Full

-Text Search demo. 

Also amazing: Cemeteries 

in which your relatives are 

buried. If you have placed 

yourself into the Fami-

lySearch Tree, you can ex-

amine around the world 

where your relatives are 

buried. Type in a town or 

county name and see a list 

of cemeteries with number 

of relatives in each. You 

can examine a burial and 

click on “View Relation-

ship.”  The entry point for 

this is : https://

www.familysearch.org/

campaign/cemetery  

So, come to our Genealogy 

Help Desk 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

any Tuesday at the Fal-

mouth Public Library to 

get yourself placed into the 

FamilySearch Tree! 

The genealogical commu-

nity is proclaiming that 

RootsTech 2024 was the 

best ever! 

It’s true: the recent Roots-

Tech 2024 was phenome-

nal. Let me first say: you 

ALL should have a free 

account at Fami-

lySearch.org. If you haven’t 

already, sign up! 

Click here for a short vid-

eo on the RootsTech 2024 

theme “Remember.” 

Thousands attended the 

live event in Salt Lake City 

for about $109 each, and 

millions (~3 million in 

2023) attended worldwide 

free via the Internet. This 

is by far the largest genea-

logical conference each 

year. In many cases local-

ized emcees provided live 

translation via special lan-

guage portals. Much of the 

content is recorded and 

still available here : 

https://

www.familysearch.org/en/

rootstech/library. 

One feature I appreciated 

was that 351,344 people 

from 208 countries partici-

pated in “Relatives at 

RootsTech 2024 Was Best Ever! 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/full-text
https://www.familysearch.org/search/full-text
https://www.familysearch.org/search/full-text
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDUERc-DOxQ&t=1348s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDUERc-DOxQ&t=1348s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDUERc-DOxQ&t=1348s
https://www.familysearch.org/campaign/cemetery
https://www.familysearch.org/campaign/cemetery
https://www.familysearch.org/campaign/cemetery
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/
http://familysearch.org/en/
http://familysearch.org/en/
https://youtu.be/1_reQyl414I
https://youtu.be/1_reQyl414I
https://youtu.be/1_reQyl414I
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/library
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/library
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/library
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Internet addresses contained in this 
publication are being provided as a 

convenience and for informational 
purposes only; they do not consti-

tute an endorsement or an approval 
by Falmouth Genealogical Society, 

Inc. of any of the products, services 
or opinions of the corporation or 

organization or individual. Fal-
mouth Genealogical Society, Inc. 

bears no responsibility for the 
accuracy, legality or content of the 

external site or for that of subse-
quent links. Contact the external 

site for answers to questions regard-
ing its content. 

New Board Member—Welcome Diana Stadtmiller 

Diana Stadtmiller was appointed to the FGS 
Board of Directors in February 2024. Diana 
joined the FGS Society in the fall of 2023 
and quickly became a key volunteer at the 
Tuesday Help Desk sessions at the library. 
She is an experienced and enthusiastic re-
searcher and enjoys helping others discover 
details of their ancestors’ lives. 

Diana has been exploring her family history 
for more than 25 years. She’s currently fo-
cused on three key research projects: her 
maternal Revolutionary War Patriots with 
the aim of joining the Daughters of the 
American Revolution; her paternal May-
flower ancestors and joining the Mayflower 
Society; and confirming the suspected 
misattributed paternity for her paternal 
grandmother. 

Diana said her most significant discovery 
was the result of DNA analysis. Through 
this process, she uncovered her own 
misattributed paternity and found six half 
siblings to add to her tree. “Exploring the 
past shapes who we are in the present even 
when the past is shockingly different from 
what we thought we knew,” she said. She 
added that everyone has a story that de-
serves to be heard. 

For those just starting to explore their fami-
ly history, she recommends interviewing 
older family members and asking them to 

take DNA tests. She also encourages new 
researchers to build a simple family tree and 
use online sites like www.Ancestry.com and 
www.FamilySearch.org to see what others 
have already discovered. 

As a new Board member, Diana looks for-
ward to hearing the individual stories and 
goals of FGS members and guests. And she 
is eager to help others discover the stories 
of their own families. 

While Diana worked in the financial services 
industry, her primary focus has always been 
family. Diana and her husband Rich live in 
North Falmouth. They have four children 
and four grandchildren who she hopes will 
inherit her interest in ancestry and family 
history. 

 

She has crossed the mystick river 

Where angry waters roar 

The sting of death has ended 

In bliss for-ever more 

The Angels bid her welcome 

To joys in Heaven above 

Her soul is filled with glory 

Of Christ’s redeeming love 

 

The Pearly gates were opened, 

To receive her soul to rest, 

She walks upon the Golden streets 

Rejoicing with the blest. 

The turrets pointing upward 

To blissful realms above 

Tell us to look to Jesus 

Who is the fount of love 

 

Lines written by L. S. Bumpus on the 

death of his wife who died  

Oct. 7th 1890 aged 77 years 24 ds.  

Age of L. S. Bumpus 

 81 y 27 ds on the date of her death. 

Transcription of Bumpus poem on page 6: 

http://www.falgen.org
mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
http://www.Ancestry.com
http://www.FamilySearch.org
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CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS 

All Meetings Held 

at Falmouth Public Library 

Hermann Foundation Room 

AND Virtually via Zoom  

Unless Noted Otherwise 

See Falgen.org for 

Updated Info 

Sat., July 13 @ 10:30 am 

“150 Years of Lost  
Records:  A Methodological 

Approach to Finding  
Swedish Parents” 

With Jill Morelli, CG®, CGL  
 (via Zoom) 

Sat., Aug. 10 @ 10:30 am 

“Reuniting Long Lost Photos 
with Families” 
With Kate Kelly,  
The Photo Angel 

(via Zoom) 

Sat., Sept. 14 @ 10:30 am 

"FindAGrave Workshop"  
Live only at  

Oak Grove Cemetery in 
Falmouth at the Elizabeth C. 

Parke Memorial Building  
Bring your own Apple or  
Android mobile device 

Sat.,  Oct. 19 @ 10:30 am 

“Artifacts Day” 
Members Discuss Their  

Family Treasures 

Sat., Nov. 16 @ 10:30 am 

Annual Joint Meeting with 
the Cape Cod Genealogical 

Society  
at St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church in Osterville.  
With Michael Leclerc 

Two topics to be announced  

The Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council 

offers programs 
See MGC | Home 

(massgencouncil.org) 

(cont’d. on page 2) 

Falmouth Genealogical Society, Inc 

Falmouth Author Discusses His 

Book, Uprooted 

On Saturday 

May 11, 

2024, Fal-

mouth Ge-

nealogical 

Society’s 

(FGS) 

monthly 

meeting fea-

tured Peter J. 

Boni, a Fal-

mouth resident and author of the 

award-winning book Uprooted. 

Boni’s presentation was of interest 

to FGS members because he was 

misattributed, that is his birth fa-

ther was not the father shown on 

his birth certificate. He learned 

from his mother shortly before her 

death, when he was 49, that his 

father was sterile but wanting chil-

dren they enlisted the help of a 

Boston fertility clinic. Peter’s birth 

resulted, but this revelation left him 

traumatized. He felt in a state of 

genealogical bewilderment and dis-

franchised grief. To address this 

trauma, he determined to find the 

identity of his birth father.  

His search began in 1995, thirteen 

years before consumer level DNA 

kits were available. He therefore 

spent many hours in Harvard Uni-

versity’s Countway Center for the 

History of Medicine and the Bos-

ton Public Library trying to identify 

his mother’s reference to a Boston 

clinic at 10 Beacon Street and a Dr. 

Sims all to no avail. Nevertheless, 

he benefited by learning the history 

of artificial insemination, its grow-

ing body of science, and the rise of 

Peter Boni 

By Ralph Wadleigh 

2025 marks the 40th anni-

versary year of the Fal-

mouth Genealogical Soci-

ety! Conceived in 1984, 

this society had a Special 

Organizational Meeting on 

January 22, 1985, as the 

“Climbing Your Family 

Tree Club” with 14 members. 

Within that year by-laws, officers, 

and $10 dues were all in place un-

der the name Falmouth Genealogi-

cal Society. We’re now on our sec-

ond wind! About two years ago, 

waking from yet another fruitful 

sleep, I was able to verbalize what 

we are about: Connecting Peo-

ple with Their Family and His-

tory. What a fruitful mission 

it is! Genealogy has truly 

come into a sweet spot with 

enhanced means of con-

necting people to their his-

tory. We now have unified 

trees that are starting to show how 

we are all connected; transcription 

of hand-written documents by Arti-

ficial Intelligence that is uncovering 

missing history; wide availability of 

documentary and instructional ma-

terials, and the ability to leverage 

Tim Martin 

President 

Annual Message from FGS President 

(cont’d. on page 7) 

http://www.falgen.org
https://www.massgencouncil.org/
https://www.massgencouncil.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen/
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fertility clinics. He also 

learned disturbingly that 

there was better regulation of 

animal breeding than human 

reproductive breeding.  

In 2008 the first consumer 

DNA kits were offered to 

the public by 23 & Me. Peter 

bought a kit, but no matches 

ensued. In 2012 Ances-

try.com began marketing its 

DNA kits and Peter partici-

pated again. Five years later 

in 2017 he got a match 

which provided all the an-

swers. With the help of his 

half-sister, (you will have to 

read the book to get all the 

details) he was able to identi-

ty his biological father. This 

revelation proved healing for 

Peter.  

But not being fully satisfied, 

Peter turned his attention to 

the future, seeking some 

measure of control for the 

fertility industry which, in his 

opinion is allowing science 

Falmouth Author Discusses His Book, Uprooted 

to leap ahead of ethics. Ac-

cordingly, he has proposed a 

Donor Conceived Bill of 

Rights, which among other 

points, seeks to abolish do-

nor anonymity, provide full 

and early disclosure of donor 

genetics and medical history, 

require genetic testing for 

donors, and limit the number 

of offspring for donors. He 

is actively pursuing these 

goals at various levels of 

government.  

Finally, Peter presented his 

audience with a question 

received from a reader who 

feared that her second 

daughter, aged 14, might 

have been conceived as a 

result of an extramarital af-

fair. What should she do? A 

lively discussion followed 

with opinions ranging from 

tell the daughter when she is 

older, be honest and tell her 

now, or find a way to quietly 

get her DNA tested to deter-

mine the facts. No one felt 

doing nothing was the best 

option.  

Peter closed his most inter-

esting talk with an estimate 

that five percent of any gen-

eral population is 

misattributed. This could 

upset some genealogical 

charts. A lingering question 

he has is the actual number 

of his half-siblings.  He has 

identified about six, but ev-

ery time Ancestry.com has a 

DNA test sale, he expects to 

learn of another about three 

months later! In the final 

analysis, Peter states he his 

what he is, a writer, lecturer, 

father, grandfather and in 

this writer’s opinion, a good 

guy.  

Peter’s book, Uprooted is in 

the Falmouth Public Library 

and for sale at Eight Cousins 

Bookstore in Falmouth. Pro-

ceeds of the book go to fur-

ther donor regulatory ef-

forts. Don’t miss it.  

(cont’d. from page 1) 

Note:  
FGS YouTube videos 

of our  
monthly presentations 

in the  
Members Only section 

of our website are 
indexed into chapters. 
This allows the viewer 

to identify  
named segments 
and quickly go to  

desired ones. 

Annual Meeting Held June 8th 

The FGS Annual Meeting 

was held on June 8, 2024, at 

the Falmouth Public Library 

with 36 members attending 

in person or by ZOOM. 

President Tim Martin pro-

vided a brief report on FGS 

activities during the 2023-

2024 fiscal year. He high-

lighted the information-rich 

monthly presentations by 

both national and local 

speakers; enhanced newslet-

ter content, robust helpdesk 

sessions, and expanded com-

munity engagement activities. 

He thanked Board members 

for their work on behalf of 

FGS and its members and 

welcomed Mary Anne 

Conboy as FGS’s new liaison 

for the New England Re-

gional Genealogical Confer-

ence (NERGC). He said that 

FGS is strong because of its 

members and encouraged 

their continued involvement 

in programs and services. 

Members unanimously ap-

proved the minutes of the 

2022-2023 Annual Meeting 

and the Proposed Budget 

for FY 2025. Also, by unan-

imous vote, Clyde Tyndale 

and Ray Howe were elected 

to serve two-year terms as 

Vice President and Treasur-

er respectively. Tim thanked 

Clyde and Ray for their will-

ingness to continue to serve 

in these important roles. 
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Find all the latest 
updates on FGS 
events any time 
online at the 
falgen.org 
 Calendar! 

(cont’d. on p. 4) 

MA in Public Administra-

tion from The Ohio State 

University. 

How have you ap-

proached your research? 

I view genealogical re-

search as original scientific 

work and as such deserves 

to be treated similarly—I 

cited my work and used 

only original documents 

for example. This ap-

proach prevented me from 

falling into the common 

trap of “how fast can I 

go?” At the same time, I 

was rediscovering my love 

of writing, particularly aca-

demic writing. 

Any big moments, early 

in your research? 

In the early 2000s, I got 

completely sucked in when 

I discovered a German 

OSB (Ortssippenbuch) 

that detailed my maternal 

branch. The OSB is a town 

lineage book that includes 

birth, marriage, and death 

data for people compiled 

into families from the 

chronologically ar-

ranged parish records. 

And then I found sim-

ilar—and easy to 

use—records for my 

paternal Danish and 

Swedish ancestors. 

The data flew into the 

data base. I’m proud 

that I have 86,000 

citations attached to 

the 13,000 people in 

my RootsMagic tree—

nothing goes in that isn’t 

validated. 

What motivated you to 

become a Certified  

Genealogist? 

I was an architect where 

certification was important, 

particularly as a female 

working in a male-

dominated field. I thought 

becoming a certified gene-

alogist would test my skills 

in a similar way. It wasn’t 

until my retirement from 

the University of Washing-

ton School of Medicine in 

2016 that I had the time for 

the total immersion re-

quired to complete the pro-

cess. Certification enhances 

both research and writing 

skills—now I’m enjoying 

coaching others going 

through the process. 

You lecture extensively. 

How does this support 

your work? 

While preparing presenta-

tions can be time-

consuming, 50-100 hours at 

Jill Morelli, CG, CGL, 

focuses her work on 

teaching, writing, and 

occasional client work. 

She founded the Certifi-

cation Discussion 

Group and is co-

founder of the Applied 

Genealogy Institute 

(https://

appliedgen.institute). 

Based in Seattle, Wash-

ington, Jill spends time 

with her family in Fal-

mouth each summer. 

On July 13, 2024, Jill will 

present  for the 10th time 

in as many years to the 

Falmouth Genealogical 

Society (this time via 

Zoom). To mark this occa-

sion, we sat down with Jill 

to learn a bit more about 

her background, her per-

sonal experience in tracing 

her ancestors, and her 

thoughts on the future in 

genealogy. 

What piqued your inter-

est in genealogy? 

I think I was always inter-

ested at a surface level. 

Like many, Alex Haley’s 

Roots published in 1976 

inspired me to get started. 

Also, I didn’t even know 

my maternal grand-

mother’s name. My first 10 

years were spent finding 

the women on my moth-

er’s side. Then, there was a 

long pause in my work 

while I was busy with fam-

ily, career, and earning a 

Up Close with Jill Morelli 

Jill Morelli 

https://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/contact.html
https://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/contact.html
https://appliedgen.institute
https://appliedgen.institute
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Note:  

For more on meeting    

topics, members can access 

speakers’ notes and most 

presentations on YouTube. 

Go to the Falmouth 

Genealogical Society, Inc. 

website, falgen.org, (or read 

QR code below with phone 

camera), click on 

Membership, and log into 

the Members Only section. 

Go to Speaker Notes and 

Videos. If you need the 

password, please contact 

Tim Martin at 

fgspresident@gmail.com. 

Up Close with Jill Morelli 

times, it’s an important way for 

me to keep learning. Lecturing 

pushes me to widen my per-

spective beyond a narrow per-

sonal niche. It’s also gratifying 

to have an audience and pass 

along a bit of knowledge. 

You’re shifting to more writ-

ing. What’s in the pipeline? 

For the past several years, I 

have been researching “Orphan 

Trains.” Specifically, I’ve fo-

cused on the 46 unnamed chil-

dren who were relocated from 

New York City to Hamilton 

County, Iowa in the fall of 

1890. I had discovered that one 

young girl from this group had 

been fostered into my family. (I 

have two others, brothers, who 

were also fostered into another 

family in my tree from New 

York City.). To date, I have 

been able to identify the names 

of 35 of the 46 children. This 

fall, I will self-publish a book 

on these children and my dis-

coveries. 

What’s next on the research 

front? 

I plan to research and write an 

article about my grandfather 

who lost everything in bank-

ruptcy in 1931 in Iowa. I re-

cently received the 1,800-page 

bankruptcy file from the  

National Archives. Since 

many of the Orphan Train 

children had Irish roots, 

I’ve been asked to write 

about this work for the 

Irish Genealogical Society 

International’s Journal, The 

Septs. 

What advice would you 

give to those just start-

ing out or to encourage 

others to keep going? 

Join a genealogical society. 

Talk to family members. 

Get everyone, particularly 

older relatives and siblings, 

to take a DNA test. Enter 

your work into a personal 

computer genealogy pro-

gram. Collaborate with 

others. Ask questions. 

There is always more to 

learn; I don’t think we nec-

essarily hit research brick 

walls, just education gaps. 

Looking ahead, what do 

you see for the future of 

genealogy? 

Things are changing so fast 

that we can only look out 

about three years. I think 

we’re going to see better 

and better handwriting 

transcription, really good 

translations in more lan-

guages, more name search-

able documents, expand-

ing the deeds and probate 

records being placed 

online by FamilySearch 

now. And AI is going to 

play a role. I’m already 

using it as a time-saving 

tool. It won’t do the re-

search for you, but AI is 

good at generating sum-

marizing documents, cre-

ating tables, and for draft-

ing proposals. 

July will mark your 10th 

presentation to FGS. 

Any special memories? 

It’s always fun to present 

in Falmouth, a bit like 

going back home. It’s a 

fun and appreciative audi-

ence and I’ve had the 

chance to get to know 

some of the members. 

The most memorable visit 

might be the first. It was a 

joint meeting of the Cape 

Cod and Falmouth Gene-

alogical Societies held at 

the Sturgis Library during 

a major thunder, lightning, 

and rainstorm. Everyone 

arrived dripping wet! 

Those who attended my 

first presentation surely 

remember this event! 

On the FGS website under “Resources” there is a 

new tab named “FamilySearch Centers.” Check there 

for the latest information on a FamilySearch Center 

coming to Cape Cod at the LDS Church in Cataumet. 

(cont’d. from page 3) 

http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falgen.org/
mailto:fgspresident@gmail.com


 
If you would like to 

contribute your 
talents  

Volunteer with 
Falmouth 

Genealogical 
Society! 

 

Let us know how you 
want to help. 
 

Email Dottie Priestley  
rpriest1567@comcast.
net. 
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Legal Genealogist Shows more in Censuses 

The June 8, 2024, FGS 

meeting featured a re- 

corded talk by Judy G. 

Russell, JD, CG, CGL, 

known as The Legal 

Genealogist. Her talk, 

More Than Just Names: 

Advanced US Census 

Research was produced by 

Legacy Family Tree Webi-

nars. Legacy Family Tree 

Webinars, a subscription 

service, can be found at 

https://

familytreewebinars.com/. 

According to their website, 

they have over 2,200 gene-

alogy webinars presented 

by over 400 speakers. 

In her information-rich 

presentation, Judy under-

scored the importance of  

Federal Censuses and relat-

ed documents. She stressed 

that the US Census, taken 

every ten years since 1790, 

is one of the best resources 

for tracing the names of 

our ancestors. And, she 

said that with in-depth re-

source, they can provide 

clues about marriage dates, 

birthplaces, occupations, 

socioeconomic status, 

physical disability, military 

service, and much much 

more. 

Judy explained that each 

census collected different 

information—some more 

detailed than others. For 

this reason, she said that it 

is absolutely essential to 

read the instructions given 

to enumerators for each 

census: www.census.gov/

history/www/

through_the_decades/

census_instructions/ 

(Please note this is an up-

dated link, the one provid-

ed in the handout has ex-

pired.) 

In her presentation 

handout, Judy provided a 

list of the censuses from 

1790-1940 which high-

lights the unique data 

points in each survey. 

Members can access the 

handout (with updated 

links as able) at our FGS 

website: www.falgen.org in 

the Members Only Section.  

Judy said that even the 

census documents from 

1790-1840 that only in-

clude the name of the head 

of household can provide 

helpful clues about military 

districts and service, citi-

zenship status, occupation, 

and physical disabilities. 

For these early years, Judy 

encouraged researchers to 

apply the FAN Club meth-

odology of including 

friends/family, associates, 

and neighbors in your re-

search. 

The 1850 census is im-

portant as the first to  

include all of the names 

in a household. While 

each decade’s census is 

rich with information, 

Judy described the 

1900 and 1930 censuses 

as “bonanza” years. By 

carefully tracking one’s 

family through each census, 

one can gain clues to mili-

tary service, employment, 

real estate values, residence, 

literacy, citizenship, immi-

gration, home and land 

ownership—and even if the 

family owned a radio. 

Judy emphasized that a 

thorough analysis of census 

documents includes the 

“other” censuses: the Agri-

cultural (1850-1880), Manu-

facturing (1810-1820, 1850-

1880), Mortality (1850-

1880), Social Statistics (1850

-1870), Defective, Depend-

ent, Delinquent (1880), and 

Veterans (1890). She added 

that several states participat-

ed in the Semidecennial 

Census in 1885 and that 

many states conducted their 

own census surveys. 

In closing, Judy said that 

combining information 

from a complete search of 

census documents with in-

formation from other 

sources can provide a much 

deeper picture of a family. 

You can follow Judy at her 

website: 

www.legalgenealogist.com. 

By Caroline McKee Anderson 

mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
https://familytreewebinars.com/
https://familytreewebinars.com/
http://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/census_instructions/
http://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/census_instructions/
http://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/census_instructions/
http://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/census_instructions/
http://www.falgen.org
http://www.legalgenealogist.com
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I learned research methods 

in college and graduate 

schools, and, after my mar-

riage, I began researching 

ancient church history 

(becoming very active in the 

Episcopal Church) and re-

searching my family history 

where I initially focused on 

finding the names and vital 

dates of direct ancestors, 

their siblings, and first cous-

ins. 

After recording over 24,000 

names in my “Family Tree 

Maker” computer file, I 

wanted to share my findings 

with both interested close 

relatives and also interested 

other persons, so I made 

reports which gave alphabet-

ical listings of deceased rela-

tives. And, to further share 

my reports on early New 

England relatives, two re-

ports were posted on the 

website of the Falmouth Ge-

nealogical Society. Because 

these reports did not explic-

itly define the parent/child 

relationships, their value was 

limited. 

 

Finding and Sharing Family History 

So, I decided to create eight 

family tree reports: seven 

generations for each of my 

grandparents and also for my 

wife’s grandparents, resulting 

in ten generations for my 

children. These reports pro-

vided the relationships of 

our direct ancestors but were 

boring. Later, to add interest, 

I added Royal Descents to 

the family tree reports.  

For the same eight grandpar-

ents, using my “Family Tree 

Maker” unique software, I 

printed the FTM Ahnentafel 

reports which convert the 

vital dates and other facts 

into essays about direct an-

cestors and their children. 

However, I realized that 

more than 80 percent of my 

important close blood rela-

tives were not direct ances-

tors and that I shared more 

DNA with recent cousins 

than with distant direct an-

cestors. So, most recently, I 

prepared a new type of re-

port, titled “Some Important 

Close Blood Relatives of 

Lockwood Rianhard [born 

1931].” 

Interviewer’s Notes 

Much to the interviewer’s delight, 

Lockwood arrived for the meeting 

with a draft article about his 

journey as a genealogist.  He has 

been working on family history 

since he was a college student. 

While he began his research like 

many—accumulating names and 

vital dates—his  recent work is 

focused on some past interesting 

close blood relatives. In short, his 

goal is to engage both current 

living relatives and those with 

whom he might share relatives. 

His children’s interesting family 

blood relatives include many  

European Kings [who were direct 

ancestors] and also [including 

distant cousins] 24 U.S. Presi-

dents and 16 signers of the Decla-

ration of Independence. Lockwood 

has been a member of FGS since 

1999. He is also the Genealogist 

of the Jamestowne Society, South 

Florida Company, where he re-

cently gave a presentation on 

“Finding Your Ancestors of  

Royal Descent.” 

- Caroline Anderson 

By Lockwood Rianhard 

Lockwood  

Rianhard 

2025 marks the 40th Anniversary of the Falmouth Genealogical Society. We want to celebrate 

this milestone—and we would welcome your assistance. 

We would like to form an ad-hoc committee to recommend how FGS can acknowledge this 

anniversary in both existing and new programs and events. Volunteer assignments will be 

tailored to individual interests and time available. 

If you’re interested, please contact Caroline Anderson at fgsmembership@gmail.com or  

206-300-7020. 

2025—40th Anniversary Celebration Year! 

Call for Volunteers 

mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com
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Last Newsletter’s Ques-

tion: Who is the ancestor 

you would most like to 

meet—and why? 

Dottie Priestley respond-

ed: 

I’ve chosen my great-

grandfather, Michael C. Bar-

rett, because he was a bit of a 

mystery, but is also a family 

hero. His own children, espe-

cially my grandfather, didn’t 

really know him.   

 

Michael C. Barrett 

(1828-1864) 

in Civil War 

uniform 

By Dottie Priestley 

Where Have You Trav-

eled in Search of Ances-

tors? What Did You Dis-

cover? 

We want to hear from you! 

With our newsletter 

“question,” we hope to 

learn more about your are-

as of interest, make con-

nections among members, 

and have a bit of fun. 

Please (try to) limit your 

response to 250 words.  

 

Asking You:  Members Respond 

DNA test data to reveal 

verified and deeper connec-

tions. Even in the midst of 

all of the wasteful commo-

tion these days—there are 

amazing things happening 

within Genealogy—so we 

can be optimists!  

We can all be thankful for 

the forbearance and won-

derful work of our board 

members and the FGS 

member consultants at the 

weekly Tuesday afternoon 

Helpdesk that now have 

many great stories to tell. 

What we do has real value 

to our families and commu-

nity. For instance, reconcili-

ation can happen when 

someone alienated from 

their family is introduced to 

whom they came from.  

FGS has made significant 

strides in local community 

engagement: joining the Fal-

mouth Chamber of Com-

merce, where FGS was re-

cently featured; initiating 

Introduction to Genealogy 

classes at the Falmouth Sen-

ior Center; hosting booths at 

the Barnstable County Fair 

and Falmouth Arts Alive. 

We’ve had a phenomenal list 

of local and renowned 

speakers. You have surely 

noticed an expanded FGS 

Newsletter featuring excel-

lent summaries of our 

monthly presentations as 

well as the various pursuits 

of our own members. Our 

website at www.falgen.org is 

the best place to find the 

most current information. 

We all can share suggestions 

and queries at the Falmouth 

Annual Message from FGS President 

“...there are amazing 
things happening 
within Genealogy—so 
we can be optimists!” 

- Tim Martin 

Michael was born near 

Ballinspittle, County Cork, 

Ireland in 1828. He immi-

grated in 1854 at age 26 and 

married my great-

grandmother, Julia Herlihy, 

in Boston two years later. 

He and Julia lived in Stone-

ham, Massachusetts. In 

1861, he enlisted in the 

22nd Regiment of Massa-

chusetts Volunteers in the 

Civil War. He was wound-

ed at the Battle of Lee’s 

Genealogical Society Face-

book Group: https://

www.facebook.com/

groups/falgen/.  

We want to help cultivate 

your skills and contribu-

tions that connect your 

family and ancestors to all 

of us; that being both valu- 

able work and amazing fun. 

We had an ambitious goal 

of 20 new members this 

year and added 22, now 

having 151 members. But 

let me say: you’re not just 

working on “your tree,” 

you’re working on behalf of 

and in cooperation with 

countless individuals. Let’s 

team-up and enjoy the jour-

ney together! That’s why 

your Falmouth Genealogi-

cal society is here. 

(cont’d. on page 10) 

(cont’d. from page 1) 

http://www.falgen.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen/


(cont’d. on page 9) 
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Rachel Lovett, Exec Dir. 

Falmouth Historical 

Society 

By Caroline McKee Anderson 

tudes toward death and 
mourning in colonial and 
antebellum society. 

During the 17th and 18th cen-
turies, needlework played a 
key role in the education of 
girls, teaching them essential 
skills like embroidery and 
sewing while also imparting 
moral and religious lessons, 
according to Rachel. She 
said that mourning samplers 
emerged as a distinct genre 
and featured somber motifs 
including weeping willows, 
urns, gravestones and in-
scriptions and symbols relat-
ed to the themes of mortali-
ty, resurrection, and eternal 
rest. 

Rachel said that mourning 
samplers were typically 
stitched with black silk or 
wool thread on a back-
ground of linen or silk; many 
had elaborate borders, de-
tailed motifs, and intricate 
stitching that showcased the 
skill and artistry of the crea-
tors. Creating mourning 
samplers peaked in the late 
18th and early 19th centuries. 

Rachel provided a detailed 
view of the four mourning 
samplers created by four 
cousins—Martha Dimmick, 
Sophia Crocker, Mary Palm-

er, and Love Shiverick—that 
demonstrate their skill in this 
art form and their personal 
stories of loss and grief. 
True to the art form, they 
are intricately crafted with 
somber images and reflect 
the loss of parents and sib-
lings. 

Rachel said that the four 
pieces were donated to the 
Historical Society inde-
pendently and that is was 
only through recent investi-
gations that they discovered 
the cousin connection which 
she believes enriches the 
stories of both the girls and 
the samplers. She added that 
it also illuminates the poten-
tial of museum collections to 
serve as resources for genea-
logical research. 

The Art of Mourning:  A Closer Look at  

Early 19th Century Falmouth Cousins 

Rachel Lovett, Executive 
Director of the Falmouth 
Historical Society present-
ed a historical perspective 
of mourning and com-
memorating the deaths of 
loved ones in early America 
during her talk on April 13, 
2024. 

While many items were 
created to pay tribute to 
loved ones—statues, 
clocks, ceramics, jewelry, 
mirrors—needlework sam-
plers, called mourning art 
samplers, hold a significant 
place in the cultural history 
of early America, according 
to Rachel. 

Drawing from the Histori-
cal Society’s collection, 
Rachel showcased four 
mourning art samplers that 
were created by four Fal-
mouth cousins in the early 
1800s. 

These mourning art sam-
plers served as tangible 
expressions of grief and 
remembrance, Rachel add-
ed. They were intricately 
crafted textiles, most often 
created by young women, 
that helped families to pro-
cess and remember the 
deaths of loved ones. She 
explained that they also 
reflected the prevailing atti-



Thank you to all of the FGS 

members who have renewed 

their membership for 2024-

2025.  

There’s still time to renew! 

Send your completed data 

sheet and check payable to 

Falmouth Genealogical Soci-

ety, Inc. to FGS, P.O. Box 

2107, East Falmouth, MA 

02536-2107. 

Membership dues provide 

key funding for our monthly 

presentations, for produc-

tion of the FGS newsletter, 

and to support expanded 

Membership Renewal Campaign 

community outreach activi-

ties. Membership dues will 

also help to support special 

activities for the Society’s 

40th Anniversary. 

In addition to our monthly 

programs and Helpdesk ses-

sions, members-only benefits 

include our quarterly news-

letter, access to recordings of 

our monthly talks, “members 

only” content on our web-

site, and individualized re-

search assistance through 

our Team Up! program. 

If you have any questions 

about your membership, 

please contact Caroline 

McKee Anderson at 

fgsmembership@gmail.com 

or 206-300-7020. 

Special Acknowledgement: Mem-

bership Director Caroline Ander-

son expresses special thanks to 

Marguerite Sullivan who previ-

ously served as FGS Membership 

Director and provided excellent 

documentation, valuable analysis 

on member interests, and meticu-

lously organized files which made 

it much easier to assume these 

responsibilities. 
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We’re 
glad 
you’re 

a member 
and 

value 
your 

membership! 

(cont’d. from page 8 The Art of Mourning 

Mourning Sampler, Falmouth, Massachusetts c. 1806 

Artist:  Likely Martha Dimmick (1789-1828), American 

Falmouth Historical Society Collection. 2020.00.28 

This piece was made for two sisters, Mary Dimmick (1800-1802) & Mary 
Dimmick (1803-1803) who never met. The girls were two daughters of 
Braddock and Celia Dimmick, both named Mary, who died 16 months 
apart. The first was not quite 2 years old when she died in June 1802. 

Her sister Mary, born in July 1803, lived only 3 months. 

Each Mary had a twin who survived childhood. Our records don’t say who made the sam-
pler. The most likely candidate would be the girl’s eldest sister Martha Dimmick (1789-
1828), who was a contemporary of the other three young women featured in this exhibi-
tion. 

Mourning Sampler, Falmouth, Massachusetts c. 1806 

Artist:  Love Shiverick (1789-1863), American  

Falmouth Historical Society Collection. Gift of the artist’s daughter Harriet 
(Jones) Burrill, 2021.00.036 

In 1805, sixteen-year-old Love Shiverick created this sentimental piece for 
her younger brother Samuel (1787-1799), who she lost six years earlier. 
Several years later, she married Captain Silas Jones in 1811, and he con-
structed Love, a house where they could raise their family. Their son Silas 

Jr. achieved local fame when he defended the whaleship Awashonks from attack by Marshall 
Islanders. The Falmouth Historical Society owns a painting of the attack, attributed to Silas 
Jr., which is on display at the Conant House. 

Love’s house became the Elm Arch Inn, and it is currently Tommy’s Place, a non-profit 
organization that offers children with cancer and their families a vacation home. The sam-
pler Love made for her late brother therefore sparks ongoing contemporary conversations 
surrounding loss, and her house remains, as it was always intended, a place for Love. 

mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com
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On the Road with FGS 

At Falmouth Senior Center 

FGS returned to the Fal-

mouth Senior Center by 

popular demand on June 

27, 2024, to offer its intro-

ductory course on genealo-

gy, “What’s Your Family 

Story?” FGS has been in-

vited to offer a monthly 

session at the Senior Center 

as a regular course offering 

for members. For the pro-

grams on July 25 and Au-

gust 22, FGS members will 

provide one-on-one con-

sultations for Senior Center 

participants engaged in 

tracing their family history. 

At Arts Alive 

On June 15 and 16, 2024, 

FGS joined over 70 artists 

and musicians, food vendors, 

and community organiza-

tions to celebrate Arts and 

Culture in Falmouth at the 

annual Arts Alive program 

on the Falmouth Library 

Lawn, Peg Noonan Park, 

and Shore Street Extended. 

FGS members encouraged 

attendees to connect with 

their family and history. To 

inspire interest volunteers 

did lookups in census docu-

ments and searched for fam-

ily members in world family 

trees. 

Falmouth Memorial Day 

Ceremony held on  

May 29, 2023, at the  

Memorial Walkway in front 

of Falmouth’s Main Street 

Public Library.  

John Antonangeli 

Mary Lou April 

Laura Bumpus 

Jean Collins 

Bill Gilbrook 

Thomas Gregg 

Stephen McPherson 

Nancy McPherson 

Deborah Pickett Mills 

Leslie O’Brien 

Bob Priestley 

 

Welcome 

Members 
 

We are pleased to welcome 

these new members: 

We are eager to learn more 
about your genealogical 
areas of interest and how 
me might support your 
efforts. We look forward to 
seeing you at upcoming 
meetings—in person or on 
Zoom. 

FGS Booth at  

Falmouth Arts Alive 

Tim Martin Teaching  

Introductory Course on 

Genealogy at 

Falmouth Senior Center 

As part of this ceremony, the 

names of deceased members are 

read. This list is compiled annu-

ally as a service to the communi-

ty by FGS Member and Board 

Secretary Ralph Wadleigh.  

Mills, outside Yorktown, 

Virginia, on 8 April 1862 

when he was hit in the hip 

with a musket ball, disabling 

him.  

Then, on 5 July 1864, he 

was returning home on the 

train from Boston and fell 

between the cars. He was 

run over, injuring his head 

and arm, which had to be 

amputated. He died later 

from his injuries at the age 

of 36. He would not have 

known that Julia was then 

pregnant with their sixth 

child, my grandfather, 

Thomas, born eight months 

later. She was 26, left alone 

caring for six children under 

the age of eight. 

My mother told me that her 

father Thomas (my grandfa-

ther) marched in the Win-

chester, Massachusetts 4th 

of July parade every year as 

a proud Son of Union Vet-

erans of the Civil War in 

honor of his father (my 

great-grandfather). Several 

Asking You:  Members Respond 

distant cousins also possess 

this photo of our family hero. 

I’d like to meet him, hear him 

speak Gaelic and find out 

about his life in Ireland, espe-

cially during the famine. I 

wonder if he lost his parents 

or siblings before he left. I’m 

also curious about when and 

where he learned the trade of 

masonry. I like to imagine he 

enjoyed music and singing 

like my mother and I hope to 

visit his Irish birthplace next 

year. 

(cont’d. from page 7) 



Or simply drop in 
any Tuesday at the 

Reference Room 
Falmouth Public 

Library 
from 2:00 - 4:00 pm  

created by English colo-

nists’ constant claims for  

territory first boiled over in 

1675 as King Philip’s War.  

The English victory in that 

contest left coastal New 

England relatively secure 

for the colonists, but in 

western and northern New 

England, skirmishes con-

tinued. The author de-

scribes how the 1704 event 

in Deerfield was just one 

such occurrence, but it 

received wide notice for its 

brutality because notewor-

thy inhabitants were cap-

tured and forced marched 

into Canada; specifically, 

Rev. John Williams and his 

wife Eunice, together with 

several of their children.  

Their daughter Eunice, 

aged seven at the time, 

eventually adopted into 

Iroquois Mohawk society, 

married, and left many 

descendants in Canada. 

The final third of the book 

describes the work of the 

Pocumtuck Valley Memo-

rial Association (PVMA) 

and others to commemo-

rate and enshrine the 

event. One treasured arti-

fact in PVMA’s museum at 

Deerfield is “the old Indi-

an door” salvaged from 

the original garrison house. 

It still bears the marks of 

tomahawk strikes.  Al- 

though none of Deerfield’s 

original homes still stand, 
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Swanson pays deserved 

homage to the efforts of 

George Sheldon, Past 

President of PVMA, 

Henry and Helen Flynt, 

antiquarians and Frank 

Boyden of Deerfield 

Academy for preserving 

Deerfield’s invaluable 

collection of 18th-

century homes under 

the umbrella of Historic 

Deerfield.  

The Deerfield Massacre will 

be of special interest to 

descendants of Rev. John 

Williams as it encapsulates 

a notable chapter in that 

family’s history.  Other 

readers will get an over-

view of life in rural New 

England and an apprecia-

tion for frontier tensions at 

the turn of the 18th centu-

ry. The writer has visited 

today’s Historic Deerfield 

on at least two occasions, 

enjoying its lovingly fur-

nished old New England 

houses and peaceful park-

like atmosphere, but quite 

oblivious to its hidden his-

tory.   

The book can be found in 

the Clams System and at 

the Falmouth Public Li-

brary. Falmouth Genealog-

ical Society members will 

enjoy this book for its his-

torical value and definitely 

as recommended reading 

before undertaking a trip 

to Historic Deerfield. 

Caution, this well re-

searched, recently pub-

lished book is more history 

than genealogy. Still its 

description of an early 18th 

century New England 

farming village will give 

context to many whose 

ancestry was in rural New 

England. It also vividly 

describes the frontier ten-

sion that existed in colonial 

times between the ever-

encroaching colonial tide 

and the Native Americans 

being displaced. This ten-

sion erupted in Deerfield 

in 1675 during King 

Philip’s War and more 

tragically on the leap year 

day of February 29,1704, 

when the titled massacre 

took place.  

Swanson divides his work 

into four general sections. 

A prologue which sets the 

scene; an account of the 

attack; a description of the 

captives wintry forced 

march to Canada and final-

ly, a description of the 

commemorations and ac-

tions taken over the years 

to preserve the village. 

It took almost fifty years 

after the landing of the 

Pilgrims in Plimouth for 

the first settler to arrive in 

Deerfield then known as 

Pocumtuck occupying land 

used by Native Americans. 

The increasing tension 

The Deerfield Massacre 
Book Report - The Deerfield Massacre, A Surprise Attack, a Forced March, and the Fight 

for Survival in Early America by James L. Swanson, 2024, Scribner, New York.    
By Ralph Wadleigh 
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Internet addresses contained in this 
publication are being provided as a 
convenience and for informational 
purposes only; they do not consti-
tute an endorsement or an approval 
by Falmouth Genealogical Society, 
Inc. of any of the products, services 
or opinions of the corporation or 
organization or individual. Fal-
mouth Genealogical Society, Inc. 
bears no responsibility for the 
accuracy, legality or content of the 
external site or for that of subse-
quent links. Contact the external 
site for answers to questions regard-
ing its content. 

New Board Member—Welcome Mary Anne Conboy 

Mary Anne Conboy 

was appointed to 

the FGS Board of 

Directors in June 

2024. Mary Anne 

joined FGS in April 

2021 and became a 

regular visitor to the 

Tuesday “Help 

Desk Sessions.” 

Recently, she has joined the team of con-

sultants on Tuesdays to provide guidance 

and help to clients. She is an enthusiastic 

and thoughtful researcher and a natural 

teacher or coach. 

Initially inspired by Alex Haley’s Roots and 

the TV miniseries adaptation, she has been 

working on her family history for more than 

20 years. Two trips—one to Italy and an-

other to Ireland—put her interest and re-

search into overdrive. During a 2023 trip to 

England, she stood in the church where her 

great-grandparents were married, and her 

grandfather baptized. 

Her current research is focused on her Ital-

ian side where she has the benefit of several 

living family members. Her goal is to learn 

as much as possible about the lives of family 

members, even the sad or difficult stories. 

The ancestor with whom she would most 

like to chat is her great grandmother, Mary 

Razzeto, who sadly spent nearly 40 years in 

a Massachusetts state hospital. 

For those considering beginning, or contin-

uing their genealogical research, she says 

“Just Do It.” She adds that it becomes a 

type of a positive addiction and that there is 

great joy and fulfillment in imagining ances-

tors in their places in history. 

As a new Board member, Mary Anne plans 

to continue learning with others and hopes 

to pay this learning forward. As her Board 

assignment, Mary Anne will be the FGS 

representative to the New England Regional 

Genealogical Consortium, Inc. (NERGC) 

and participate in the planning for the bian-

nual conference to be held in Manchester, 

New Hampshire in 2025. 

Mary Anne moved to Falmouth (where her 

parents purchased a home in 1951) in 2008 

after retiring from a long career in human 

resources with the Federal Government. 

She has volunteered for the Falmouth Band 

Parents and the Falmouth Theatre Guild 

and enjoys crocheting with the “Yarners.” 

Mary Anne 

Conboy 

From the FGS Website 

The FGS Website is an outstanding resource 

for its members and the community. Some 

content—like recordings and handouts of 

our monthly meetings—is available only to 

members. 

In support of its mission to serve the com-

munity, FGS undertakes special projects to 

retain and share information significant to 

genealogical research. Ralph Wadleigh, FGS 

member and Board Secretary, is the “behind-

the-scenes” architect of the Obituary Index 

found on the FGS website. Go to 

www.falgen.org and select the “Data Search” 

tab. This outstanding resource provides an 

index of all of the obituaries that have ap-

peared in the Falmouth Enterprise between 

1960-2023. The index provides the deceased 

person’s name (including maiden names as 

included), the date of the obituary and its 

page number. This web page also provides a 

helpful link to the Falmouth Enterprise ar-

chive where users can search past issues for 

content, including obituaries, from the late 

1890s to 2018. 

This is just one example of the interesting 

and helpful content on the FGS website. 

Bookmark www.falgen.org and visit often. 

http://www.falgen.org
mailto:rpriest1567@comcast.net
http://www.falgen.org
https://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/


Falmouth Genealogical Society, Inc. 

News 
OCT-DEC 2024 VOL. 36, ISSUE 4 

Since 1985 

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS 

All Meetings Held 

at Falmouth Public Library 

Hermann Foundation Room 

AND Virtually via Zoom  

Unless Noted Otherwise 

See Falgen.org for 

Updated Info 

Sat., Oct. 19 @ 10:30 am 

“Artifacts Day” 
With FGS Members 

Wed., Oct. 30 about 9—5 

Bus Trip to  
American Antiquarian 
Society in Worcester 

Sat., Nov. 16 @ 10:30 am 

“Probate Research Beyond 
the Basics” and  

“Reading and Understanding 
Old Documents” 

With Michael Leclerc 
Certified Genealogist 

Annual Joint Meeting with 
the Cape Cod Genealogical 

Society at 
St. Peter's Episcopal Church 

Osterville 
Lunch Break Between Talks 

Sat., Dec. 14 @ 10:30 am 

"On the Road to the 
Mayflower"  

With Karen Rinaldo 
and Kevin Doyle 

Sat., Jan. 11 @ 10:30 

Topic and Speaker  
To Be Announced 

The Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council 

offers programs 
See MGC | Home 

(massgencouncil.org) 

(cont’d. on page 2) 

Falmouth Genealogical Society, Inc 

150 Years of Record Loss— 

A Methodological Approach to 

Identifying Parents in Sweden 

On July 13, 

2024, Jill Mo-

relli, CG, CGL 

delivered her 

10th consecu-

tive annual 

presentation to 

FGS members. 

Her specific 

dilemma—or 

research ques-

tion—was how 

to determine Elna Johansdotter’s 

Swedish parentage despite 150 

years of record loss due to not one 

but two church fires in the parish. 

Using this case study, Jill outlined a 

methodology of three research 

plans to solve the parentage ques-

tion. She underscored that while 

the presentation example was Swe-

dish, the methodology could be set 

in any locale with a similar question 

and limited set of resources. 

Jill defined the three research plans; 

Process Plan, Broad Context Plan, 

and Record Collection Plan; and 

detailed the steps taken within each 

to tackle her question. 

Jill said the Process Plan outlines the 

steps the researcher will take to 

solve the problem and is often the 

first plan made. The Broad Context 

Plan is dynamic and identifies top-

ics that might assist in interpreting 

records and documents. And final-

ly, the Record Collection Plan is also 

dynamic and 

focuses on the 

documents that 

may support 

solving the re-

search question. 

All three plans 

should be out-

lined prior to 

jumping into the 

steps of the 

Process Plan 

according to Jill. 

Broad Context Plan 

Jill detailed that context informs 

the analysis of records and hence 

our decision-making. She added 

that understanding context can 

identify the unusual or the norm in 

a given situation. In her handout, 

Jill quoted the Board for Certifica-

tion of Genealogists, “When plan-

ning research, genealogists consider 

historical boundaries and their 

changes, migration patterns and 

routes, and sources available...They 

also consider economic, ethnic, 

genetic, governmental, historical, 

legal, linguistic, military, paleo-

graphic, religions, social and other 

factors...”1 

In her case study, Jill outlined that 

the context plan required 

knowledge of Swedish geography, 

By Caroline McKee Anderson 

Jill Morelli, CG, CGL  

1 Board for Certification of Genealogists, 
Genealogy Standards, Second Edition, Revised 
(Nashville: Ancestry.com, 2021) 12 

http://www.falgen.org
https://www.massgencouncil.org/
https://www.massgencouncil.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/falgen/
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marriage and baptismal cus-

toms, patronymic naming, 

and birth year estimating. 

Record Collection Plan 

While the most familiar plan 

to genealogists, Jill cautioned 

researchers not to “jump” 

too quickly. She added that 

it’s important to identify all 

of the potential record sets—

and reminded researchers 

that this part of the process is 

also dynamic as one discov-

ery leads to others. 

In her case study, Jill was 

dealing with a significant loss 

of records in the Hishult par-

ish but discovered clues that 

led her to include research in 

a neighboring parish. She also 

relied on probate and tax 

records. 

Implementation Strategy 

With all three plans outlined, 

Identifying Parents in Sweden 

Jill turned to the detail of the 

Process Plan and its seven 

steps which she outlined in 

her handout. 

1. Create a strong research 

question that relies on 

the known information 

about a single fact and 

who and what you are 

seeking. 

2. Understand the cultural 

context based on your 

plan and research as 

needed. 

3. Identify, collect, and 

confirm all of the known 

information related to 

your research question. 

4. Conduct radial re-

search—go beyond your 

current place, again in-

formed by your context 

research. 

5. Conduct cluster research 

by identifying other fami-

ly members, associates, 

and neighbors. 

6. Form a hypothesis based 

on the research and then 

test it to eliminate or 

confirm. 

7. Reach a conclusion—

although the reality is the 

research may not reach a 

final conclusion. 

In her case study, Jill used 

radial research to identify a 

lead on parish locale. Cluster 

research led her to explore 

baptismal witness records.  

In closing, Jill said that 

whether or not a final con-

clusion is possible, our re-

sponsibility is to conduct as 

exhaustive and thorough re-

search as possible. 

(cont’d. from page 1) 

Note:  
FGS YouTube videos 

of our  
monthly presentations 

in the  
Members Only section 

of our website are 
indexed into chapters. 
This allows the viewer 

to identify  
named segments 
and quickly go to  

desired ones. Reuniting Long-Lost Photos with Families 

Kate Kelley discussed her 

passion undertaking “The 

Photo Angel Project” 

with members at the Au-

gust 10, 2024, meeting. 

What began as a personal 

quest to identify non-

relatives in a stack of her 

grandparents’ pictures has 

grown to a far-reaching 

and impactful effort to 

return photos to their 

families. 

And she has enjoyed great 

success—she has returned 

photographs to families in 49 

states (and hopes to add 

South Dakota soon) and six 

countries. 

How does she do this? Kate 

utilizes genealogical sites and 

research methods to identify 

potential family members. 

First though, she scours 

antique stores and flea 

markets to purchase old 

photographs (and some-

times ephemera). She said 

that there must be some 

identifying information 

including name, location, 

and birthdates to make 

identification possible.  

She then uses genealogy 

sites including Ancestry.com, 

MyHeritage.com, and 

FindAGrave.com to cast a 

wide net of possible family 

members. She said she uses 

By Caroline McKee Anderson 

(cont’d. on page 8) 

Kate Kelley, The Photo Angel 

https://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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(cont’d. on p. 4) 

bit of fun. Please (try to) lim-

it your response to 300 

words. 

Last Newsletter’s Ques-

tion: Where Have You 

Traveled in Search of 

Ancestors? What Did 

you Discover? 

Who Inspired You to 

Research Your Family 

History? 

We want to hear from you! 

With our newsletter 

“question,” we hope to learn 

more about your areas of 

interest, make connections 

among members, and have a 

Asking You:  Members Respond 

We were delighted to hear 

from three FGS members 

who made important discov-

eries about their families 

while traveling. Here are 

Kathy Taylor’s, Mary Ellen 

Williams’, and Bill Gil-

brook’s family stories from 

Ireland, Scotland, and Bel-

gium respectively. 

Martin and Anthony. I later 

learned that there was a third 

brother who had lived at 

Saint Mary’s Hospital in Cas-

tlebar. The house looked just 

as before, not at all run 

down, but no one was 

around.  

We returned to the Pontoon 

Road. It was pouring rain at 

the time and just as I was 

making a U-turn we saw an 

elderly gentleman. I rolled 

down the window and said, 

“We are Mulherns and are 

looking for information on 

our family.” He replied that 

he was not from here—

married a local lady a few 

years ago. He was getting 

soaked but went on to say 

we should see the un-

dertaker Patrick Coady 

who now has the Mul-

hern home and farm in 

Shranalee. Coady has a 

pub on Linenhall Street 

in Castlebar.  

We then headed south 

to Castlebar. The bar 

was full of elderly men. 

I removed my wet jack-

et, walked up to the bar and 

said to the bartender “We are 

Mulherns.”  The room went 

silent, all conversation 

stopped. The man behind 

the bar who was Patrick Co-

ady said I will talk with you 

in the other room. We 

learned that the brothers 

were buried in the Castlebar 

New Cemetery. He offered 

to take us there the following 

morning. He told me that the 

brothers had signed the 

property over to him in ex-

change for a ride to mass on 

Sunday mornings. He might 

have recognized me. He said 

there was a photo of me on 

the mantle of the home in 

Shranalee.   

In 2002 I returned to 

Ireland with my sister 

Ann for her first trip to 

the old country. I called 

the trip “In Mother’s 

Footsteps” since my 

mother, now passed, 

had made about 15 

trips to Ireland. We 

went to Islandeady to 

show Ann where my 

grandmother’s house had 

been and to the Islandeady 

Cemetery to look for the 

family graves. 

We next headed up the Pon-

toon Road to Shranalee, a 

small village with just two 

homes and farmland where 

my mother’s cousins Martin 

and Anthony Mulhern had 

lived. On the way to the 

house, we drove on a narrow 

path and at one point I had 

to pull over to let an elderly 

man pass. Well, I rolled 

down the window and said, 

“We are Mulherns.” He re-

plied “They are all gone 

from here now. Patrick was 

the last to die.” I did not 

know Patrick. The two boys 

I had met years earlier were 

Kathy Taylor with Bea Kearney 

 Family House 

A Trip to Shranalee by Kathy Taylor 
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Note:  

For more on meeting    

topics, members can access 

speakers’ notes and most 

presentations on YouTube. 

Go to the Falmouth 

Genealogical Society, Inc. 

website, falgen.org, (or read 

QR code below with phone 

camera), click on 

Membership, and log into 

the Members Only section. 

Go to Speaker Notes and 

Videos. If you need the 

password, please contact 

Tim Martin at 

fgspresident@gmail.com. 

Asking You:  Members Respond 

tish clansmen marched 

across the landscape of Scot-

land for fifty years and, the 

Scottish military forces had 

dwindled down to old men 

and young boys. By 1650, at 

the battle of Dunbar, Oliver 

Cromwell led the English 

army that defeated the Scot-

tish army of 10,000, result-

ing in the capture of 6,000 

Scotsmen.  

John, age 25, and Henry, age 

16, were swept up in the 

final battle of Dunbar, as 

conscripts. The battle only 

lasted one day as the Scots 

were outflanked, overrun, 

and surrendered. Six thou-

sand Scots were taken pris-

oners of war and began a 

100-mile forced march south 

from Scotland to the 

Durham Cathedral in Eng-

land, where they took refuge. 

Fortunately, John and Henry 

were not wounded in the 

battle and were young and 

healthy; therefore, they were 

able to endure the horren-

dous conditions in which 

they were held in captivity. 

During the six weeks of im-

prisonment in the Cathedral, 

many fellow prisoners died 

of starvation or disease, 

many more than those who 

died in battle. It was deter-

mined that non-

commissioned officers 

would be sent overseas to 

British colonies instead of 

being hanged. The unlucky 

ones were sent to plantations 

on Caribbean islands and to 

southern regions of the East 

Coast of America. Fortu-

nately, John and Henry were 

(cont’d. from page 3) 

(cont’d. on page 5) 

Mary Ellen with her 

grandson, Justin Davis 

Williams, AGE 13 on 3 

July 2013. At the head-

stone of Marjory 

MacQueen, Died 31 Oc-

tober, 1931, age 90, a 

Descendant of the 

MacQueen/Magoon 

Family. 

With very little information 

about the forebearer in my 

family, I began searching 

records thirty-five years ago. 

Soon it became the best in-

vestigative detective story 

one could imagine! One clue 

led to another, and sources 

of information emanated 

from many locations in 

America and Europe. Trav-

eling to some of these sites 

enhanced the experience of 

digging into records of my 

ancestors.  

The sleuthing revealed ex-

traordinary tales, one of 

which is the adventures of 

my ancestor John Magoon. 

John and his brother, Henry, 

were born in the Scottish 

Highlands, where life cen-

tered on agriculture and cat-

tle raising in the bucolic 

Findor River Valley near the 

villages of Moy and Little 

Corrybrough and not too far 

from the city of Inverness.  

Several civil wars pitted the 

Scots against the English, 

who were determined to 

impose the Anglican church 

on the Presbyterian Scots. 

Armies of English and Scot-

in Shranalee, the last re-

maining resident of the vil-

lage. Bea had also signed 

her home over to Patrick 

Coady in exchange for rides 

to mass on Sunday morn-

ings. She told me that the 

brothers had Flynn relatives 

in the area on their moth-

er’s side. As for Coady, she 

said he has two daughters 

who are very well off. I 

showed Bea a photo of three 

young boys, and she con-

firmed that they might be 

the Mulhern brothers. Bea 

lived another 10 years—a lot 

of rides to mass.   

What I Learned About John Magoon While Traveling in Scotland  

 by Mary Ellen Williams 

The next day we went to the 

New Castlebar Cemetery 

with Coady. The gravestone 

confirmed that the names of 

the three brothers and, in-

deed, Patrick was the last to 

die. I learned that 93-year-

old Bea Kearney, who lived 

next to the brothers, was still 

http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falmouthgenealogysociety.com/
http://www.falgen.org/
mailto:fgspresident@gmail.com
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Asking You:  Members Respond 

among about 150 prisoners 

sent to the bog iron works 

near Boston or sawmills in 

New Hampshire and desig-

nated indentured servants to 

serve seven years in such a 

status. John was purchased 

as a servant by Joshua Foote, 

the ship’s expediter, and 

Henry was listed for service 

in a New Hampshire 

sawmill. John and Henry 

sailed on the Unity on No-

vember 11, 1650; about 10 

percent of those on board 

died from inadequate food 

or illness during the perilous 

winter crossing of the North 

Atlantic. The Unity reached 

Boston in January 1651; 

amazingly, the two Magoon 

brothers survived the hellish 

trip.  

For many years, local de-
scendants in the Boston area 
tried to learn more about the 
Magoons/Magouns in Scot-
land, but there were no rec-
ords of a Magoon family that 
they or genealogists could 
find. Therefore, my curiosity 

about the origin of the Ma-
goon name was one reason 
for taking a trip to Scotland 
during the summer in 2014. 
In a visit to the Scottish 
Highland Archive and Regis-
tration Centre in Inverness, 
two archivists were able to 
make a connection. Histori-
cally (in the 9th century 
C.E.) Norse people from 
Norway, both Vikings and 
settlers began to move to the 
Scottish islands and farther 
west. One Norwegian king 
had four sons, one of whom 
was named Donald. He and 
his brother Sveinn, settled 
on the Isle of Skye, one of 
the islands in the Inner Heb-
rides, to farm and to fish. 
The second son, Sveinn, 
became known as MacSween 
(in English). The Donalds 
had a daughter who was be-
trothed to the chief of the 
MacIntosh Clan. The 
MacSweens were asked to 
escort the future bride to 
Strathdern, west of Inver-
ness. The MacSweens decid-
ed to remain in this area near 
Inverness. The anglicized 

name from their spoken 
Gallic language (Scottish 
Celtic dialect) became 
MacQueen (Q is the same as 
CU in Gallic, pronounced 
“Gahllic“ compared to Irish 
Celtic dialect, pronounced 
“Gayllic“). John and Henry 
Magoon both spoke Gallic 
and were well educated 
through the Presbyterian 
Church. The spelling of their 
name in Gallic would have 
been Maccuidhean. To the 
English speaker´s ear, it 
would sound like Magoon 
with the “ccuidh“ being a 
guttural “gh” sound. One of 
the archivists put me in 
touch with a Gallic speaker 
by phone; when I listened to 
him pronounce Mac-
cuidhean, it sounded like 
Magoon! When John and 
Henry registered with the 
ship Unity, the closest the 
registrar came to writing the 
name in English was Ma-
goun or Magoon. Both John 
and his brother, Henry, lived 
successful and productive 
lives—and left many de-
scendants. 

(cont’d. on page 6) 

(cont’d. from page 4) 

Hostel for Foundlings. 

Antwerp, Belgium 2013 

Farmstead in Strathdearn, 

Scotland 

In October 2013 I travelled 

to Antwerp, Belgium to 

learn more about the life 

and birth family of Henri-

cus Geelbroeck (1801-

1848), my paternal second 

great-grandfather. I spent 

several days at the Antwerp 

City Archive accessing 

many original family source 

documents which was very 

exciting. Henricus was born 

in Belgium (likely Antwerp) 

around August 1801, but his 

mother abandoned him a 

year-and-a-half later in 

March of 1803 at the Hostel 

for Foundlings (now annex 

of the Institute of Tropical 

Medicine) on Sint-

Rochusstraat. Caretaker 

nuns of the Capuchin Sisters 

Chapel (attached to hostel) 

named him Henricus Geel-

broeck and he lived with a 

foster family on a farm not 

A Trip to Antwerp, Belgium by Bill Gilbrook 
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far from Antwerp for seven 

years. He returned to the 

orphanage and at age 10 was 

sent to the Boys Training 

School in Antwerp where he 

learned to be a silk worker. 

All of his sons became cigar 

makers and all except Jose-

phus emigrated to the Unit-

ed States to work in Boston 

and New York cigar facto-

ries. My great-grandfather, 

Joannes Geelbroeck (1843-

1917) was one of those cigar 

makers. 

When Henricus was about 

35, his mother made a sur-

prise visit to his home (nuns 

told her where he lived in 

Antwerp). She left a note 

with her name, his father’s 

name and some sort of em-

blematic crest. While the 

family was illiterate, the note 

and crest were kept by Hen-

ricus’s eldest son Josephus 

(1831-1906) and passed 

down in family for 75 years 

Asking You:  Members Respond  

until World War I. As occu-

piers of Antwerp and during 

a paper shortage, German 

soldiers went door to door 

collecting paper from the 

inhabitants. Lizzy, Josephus’ 

youngest daughter, hid the 

note with the emblem be-

hind a painting. Unfortu-

nately, the soldiers removed 

the painting’s paper backing 

along with a significant clue 

to our ancestral history. Isa-

bella Geelbroeck (1869-

1919) is the “Lizzy” in the 

wedding photo (on the left) 

wearing a pink hat with her 

hand on her father Josephus’ 

shoulder. My uncle sent me 

a black and white photocopy 

of the wedding picture 25 

years ago. A couple of years 

ago, another cousin had it 

stunningly colorized. 

I’m working with two other 

cousins, one in the United 

States, another in the United 

Kingdom, to discover the 

names in that lost note. Most 

recently I’ve found a DNA-

matched descendant of a 

multi-generational Belgian 

family who lived in Brussels 

with an ancestor drafted by 

Napoleon’s French Republi-

can Guard stationed in Ant-

werp during the time of my 

second great-

grandfather’s birth — a 

promising clue. My UK col-

laborator is a son of the ba-

by in the wedding photo 

who is sitting on his moth-

er’s lap in the first row left 

wearing a white outfit. That 

baby’s memoir ( http://

www.gilbrook.info ) includes 

a short history of my family 

in preface. 

My family research group is 

focused on discovering sib-

lings, aunts and uncles of 

Henricus with the aid of pa-

ternal (Y-DNA) and autoso-

mal (atDNA) matching 

hopefully unveiling the 

names of his parents. 

(cont’d. from page 5) 

Members—you—are the 

core of the Falmouth Ge-

nealogical Society. 

Thank you to all of you who 

renewed your membership 

for 2024-2025. And a special 

welcome to our new mem-

bers. 

By the numbers at press 

time: 136 or 90 percent have 

renewed their membership. 

And we are delighted to 

count 25 new members since 

June 1st. This brings our total 

current membership to 159. 

Membership dues provide 

key funding for our monthly 

presentations, for production 

of the FGS newsletter, and to 

support expanded communi-

ty outreach activities. Mem-

bership dues will also help to 

support special activities for 

the Society’s 40th Anniversary 

which we’ll celebrate starting 

January 1, 2025! 

We hope you’ll join us for 

our monthly programs or 

dop by our Tuesday Help 

Desk. And we hope you’ll 

consider volunteering some 

of your time and expertise 

to support FGS. We prom-

ise to find an assignment 

that meets both your inter-

ests and your time available. 

If you have any questions 

about your membership or 

want to explore ways you 

can volunteer with FGS, 

please contact Caroline 

McKee Anderson at 

fgsmembership@gmail.com 

or 206-300-7020. 

Membership Matters 

50th Wedding 

Anniversary, Antwerp, 

Belgium, October 1903 

http://www.gilbrook.info
http://www.gilbrook.info
mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com
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By Ralph Wadleigh 

Lewis Branzburg 

Maureen Branzburg 

Alexander de la Fuente 

Ann Keller (welcome 

back) 

Margaret Ledwell 

Paul Lombardozzi 

Shirley Lombardozzi 

Kathleen MacDonald 

Leo MacDonald 

William Mills 

Michele O’Brien 

Stephen O’Brien 

Janice Scully 

Stephen Scully 

Lynn Slapsys 

Richard Slapsys 

Edward Smith 

Charles Sturrock 

Katherine Sturrock 

 

Welcome 

Members 
 

We are pleased to welcome 

these new members: 

We are eager to learn more 
about your genealogical 
areas of interest and how 
me might support your 
efforts. We look forward to 
seeing you at upcoming 
meetings—in person or on 
Zoom. 

On Saturday, September 14, 

2024, Falmouth Genealogi-

cal Society (FGS) members 

and guests met at Oak 

Grove Cemetery, Falmouth, 

to learn about the popular 

website FindAGrave.com 

and how to use its phone 

application to record GPS 

coordinates at individual 

gravesites. The program also 

introduced members to 

FGS’s plan to update and 

carry forward the cemetery 

inscription recording, and 

photography program un-

dertaken by FGS members 

in 2005-2008, under the 

leadership of former FGS 

President Donna Walcovy. 

To our great delight, Donna 

attended the meeting and 

expressed her pleasure that 

her efforts were being con-

tinued. 

The meeting was opened by 

FGS Secretary, Ralph 

Wadleigh, who gave a brief 

overview of the cemetery 

project and introduced Don-

na and her accomplishments. 

The remainder of the meet-

ing was chaired by Linda 

Heald, an FGS Board Mem-

ber, and an experienced user 

and data contributor to 

FindAGrave. She explained 

that an initial goal of the 

cemetery project is to install 

Global Positioning System 

(GPS) indicators on all 

15,500 memorials in the sev-

enteen Falmouth cemeteries. 

Memorials having their GPS 

marked in FindAGrave can 

be located to within about 

10 feet, a very welcome tool 

when trying to locate a me-

morial in a large cemetery.  

Clearly to achieve this wor-

thy goal, Linda needs trained 

volunteers. After making 

certain that attendees had 

installed the FindAGrave 

app on their phones, she 

took the group through the 

steps required on the app to 

locate cemeteries and even-

tually memorials. Once a 

memorial (gravestone) was 

identified, she then ex-

FindAGrave Workshop at Oak Grove Cemetery  

plained the steps necessary 

to install GPS identification. 

She also explained how to 

take and upload a photo of 

the memorial and even cre-

ate a new memorial. 

To practice these new skills, 

attendees then went into the 

cemetery and installed GPS 

markers for several memori-

als. Users were cautioned to 

make certain they had cor-

rectly identified the memori-

al before installing GPS co-

ordinates. Attendees were 

quite enthusiastic about 

learning this new skill. One 

went to immediately do this 

on family graves at Oak 

Grove, others thought how 

they could visit ancestral 

cemeteries to add coordi-

nates, and best of all many 

volunteered to help install 

GPS coordinates in Fal-

mouth’s cemeteries. Readers 

who wish to help Linda and 

Ralph with this project are 

requested to email them at 

heald30@gmail.com or 

whplar@comcast.net. You 

will get exercise, comrade-

ship and good feelings while 

having a great time! (See arti-

cle on page 8.) 

2025 marks the 40th Anni-
versary of the Falmouth Ge-
nealogical Society.  

We want you to help us cele-
brate this milestone. And we 
could use your help in plan-
ning. 

We promise fun—both in 
the planning and the activi-
ties. We also promise to tai-
lor the assignment to your 
interests and available time. 

We’ve recruited a small team 
but would welcome a few 

more volunteers. 

Please contact Caroline 
Anderson at fgsmember-
ship@gmail.com or 206- 
300-7020. 

FGS Marks 40th Anniversary—Help FGS Celebrate 

Linda Heald Addressing 

the Group Before  

Heading Outside 

http://www.FindAGrave.com
mailto:heald30@gmail.com
mailto:whplar@comcast.net
mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com
mailto:fgsmembership@gmail.com
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We’re 
glad 
you’re 

a member 
and 

value 
your 

membership! By  Linda Heald 

these sites because genealogy 

buffs are much more likely 

to respond and be interested 

in the photographs. 

When Kate cannot identify a 

family—or they are not in-

terested—she tries to find an 

appropriate home for the 

photograph in a museum or 

historical society. 

Kate shared several “success 

stories” of photographs and 

ephemera returned to very 

grateful family members. She 

said her biggest challenge is 

when family members don’t 

respond thinking it might be 

a scam. Publicity about her 

efforts—and success—have 

helped in this area. 

She said the most rewarding 

aspect is hand-delivering 

photos to excited family 

members. She also enjoys 

when people post pictures of 

themselves with the returned 

family photos on the Photo 

Angel Facebook group. 

As a passion project, Kate 

says it provides her great joy 

to reunite photos with fami-

lies at no cost to the families. 

She added that many people 

donate photos and supplies 

to support her efforts. 

Kate, dubbed “The Photo 

Angel” by a grateful family 

member, comes by this pas-

sion naturally. She was in-

spired at an early age in her 

love of genealogy and old 

photographs by several fami-

ly members. She is a proud 

member of both The May-

flower Society and Daugh-

ters of the American Revolu-

tion. 

The Photo Angel Project has 

been featured on local, re-

gional, and national news 

media including a segment 

on NBC’s The TODAY 

Show. You can follow Kate 

and The Photo Angel Pro-

ject at: 

Web: https://

thephotoangel.net/  

Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/

groups/531012871224823  

Instagram: The Photo Angel 

(@the_photoangel) • Insta-

gram photos and videos   

YouTube: https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCMstGG-

BqkwydWqNabzFNbQ  

Reuniting Long-Lost Photos with Families  

In July, the FGS Board 

agreed to a plan to update 

the previous Cemetery Pro-

ject undertaken nearly twenty 

years ago. The first survey 

was a massive endeavor un-

der the direction of Donna 

Walcovy, past President of 

the FGS. Donna and mem-

bers photographed the head-

stones and transcribed by 

hand the inscriptions. With 

this information, Donna cre-

ated a website and then de-

veloped the software to re-

ceive all this information.  

Since then, and with the 

widespread use of the inter-

net, a popular website 

called FindAGrave was es-

tablished in 2010 for users 

to upload their family’s and 

friends’ gravesites. It’s a free 

website, owned by Ancestry, 

yet propelled by volunteers 

who add memorials with 

uniform information from 

cemeteries world-wide. Add-

ing GPS coordinates is one 

of its latest improvements. 

Why is GPS even im-

portant? Well, in large ceme-

teries, it’s very difficult to 

find a loved one’s grave. You 

need an idea of where to 

start. The map on FindAG-

rave enables you to see ap-

proximately where the head-

stone is located. Between the 

photo and the pin, you have 

a good chance of success. 

Also, over time, some stones 

have become undeciphera-

ble. Having a picture and 

GPS will help in locating the 

person you are hunting for.  

Currently, we are creating 

memorials that have not yet 

FGS Cemetery Project Builds on Success 

of Past Ambitious Project 

(cont’d. from page 2) 
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been added to FindAG-

rave, including both in-

scriptions and GPS coor-

dinates to each head-

stone. We also plan to 

build on the earlier pro-

ject in several ways. We 

want to communicate 

with the churches or in-

stitution(s) responsible 

for each cemetery, so we 

are developing a contact list. 

While we are in the cemeter-

ies, we also are taking stock 

of overturned and broken 

stones, while noting issues 

attendant to each cemetery. 

Sadly, the stones have seen 

much deterioration in the 

intervening years—the earli-

er photos attest to this. 

Having set out these goals, 

we need to train volunteers 

on the FindAGrave mobile 

app; the first step is to 

download it on your smart 

phone at Find a Grave/

mobileapp . This request 

comes with a disclaimer. It’s 

addictive. It is pleasurable to 

walk the cemeteries and take 

photos and make out the 

names and dates so im-

portant to genealogical re-

search.  

We are reaching out to our 

cemetery partners when we 

complete each cemetery to 

report on our progress. We 

share our results: the num-

ber of headstones added, the 

percentage of headstones 

with GPS coordinates, and 

anything else we’ve noted.  

In just two months, we have 

completed our work in nine 

cemeteries. They were the 

smallest ones. We are on 

track to complete four more 

cemeteries in 2024. Those 

will be St. Anthony’s and St. 

Joseph’s and two tiny ceme-

teries, one of which is hid-

den in the woods. In 2025, 

our task will be to complete 

the GPS tagging and other 

tasks at the largest and older 

cemeteries, making them the 

more challenging ones.  

After the work of recording 

at all seventeen cemeteries is 

complete, we will turn our 

attention to advocating for 

the long-term care and repair 

of the cemeteries. As we 

work in the cemeteries, we 

are noting fallen and broken 

headstones and other issues, 

like invasive plants, that im-

pact the cemetery. With this 

information, we will work 

with partners , and talented 

volunteers across the com-

munity to prioritize and ad-

dress the most urgent needs.  

We need more HELP.  

Will you volunteer? 

This is a very large undertak-

ing, involving the collabora-

tion of Falmouth’s non-

profits, businesses and 

churches., which share in 

the vision that we can have 

magnificent cemeteries. We 

need your input and crea-

tive ideas. This cannot be 

stressed enough. Whether 

you want to volunteer for 

just an afternoon or join us 

as we progress from one 

cemetery to the next, you 

will make a difference. If you 

have more specific talents 

that you would like to offer, 

talk to us. There is a place 

for researchers, graphic art-

ists, and gardeners. Of 

course, we will need permis-

sion from our cemetery part-

ners before any action can 

be undertaken.  Let’s get 

together and roll up our 

sleeves to demonstrate  how 

much we cherish our ances-

tors and our cemeteries. Our 

ultimate goal is that every 

cemetery be fully document-

ed and returned to its hand-

some, visual appealing, and 

historically fitting place.   

Ralph Wadleigh and Linda 

Heald are leading this effort.  

Please send your ideas or get 

involved by contacting Linda 

at heald30@gmail.com or 

Ralph at 

whplar@comcast.net. 

Note Bene: The Falmouth His-

torical Society leads wonderful 

tours through the cemeteries. The 

docents are phenomenal. We’d 

encourage you to sign up for one of 

their tours. 
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(cont’d. from page 8) Cemetery Project 

Members using FindA 

Grave app at Oak Grove 
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On the Road with FGS 

Road Race Volunteers  

Pictured 

Sitting:  Dottie Priestley, 

Margaret Rioux, Martha 

Brennan, Anne Keller, 

and kneeling Ralph 

Wadleigh 

Standing Middle Row: 

Ingrid Frank, FGS 

Friend #1?,  Deb Wino-

grad, Barbara Silva, Kathy Taylor, Caroline 

Anderson, and FGS Friend #2? 

Standing Back Row:  Sandy Sullivan, Robert 

Gunning, , Mary Anne Conboy, Ray Howe, 

Tim Martin, and Sandy Hadamard. 

At ASICS Falmouth 

Road Race 

Our thanks to the 20+ 

FGS members and 

friends who volunteered 

for the ASICS Falmouth 

Road Race. The FGS 

Team helped with pre-

race activities at Fal-

mouth High School on 

August 12. Specifically, the team rolled hun-

dreds—maybe thousands—of commemora-

tive posters that were included in runners’ 

gift bags. FGS benefits in two ways from this 

activity—a fun morning for volunteers and a 

$500 gift from the road race that supports 

FGS programs. 

At Falmouth Senior Center 

Our outreach programs at the Falmouth Sen-

ior Center continue to be popular—waiting 

lists for each session! In July, August, and 

September, we brought our “Help Desk” 

format to the Senior Center where we pro-

vided individual consults to more than 30 

individuals interested in beginning or contin-

uing their family history research. Based on 

the keen interest and warm welcome by Sen-

ior Center staff and members, we plan to 

continue this monthly programming. Thanks 

to FGS members Caroline McKee Ander-

son, Mary Anne Conboy, Linda Heald, Tim 

Martin, Ralph Wadleigh, Diana Stadtmiller, 

and Wenda Windbigler for sharing their en-

thusiasm and expertise. 

NERGC Conference       Save the Dates! 

October 29-November 1, 2025 Manchester, New Hampshire 

The New England Regional Genealogical Consortium’s (NERGC) bi-annual conference will 

take place in 2025. It’s not too early to put this outstanding regional conference on your ge-

nealogical calendar. 

FGS is a founding member of NERGC and actively participates in and supports its activi-

ties. Mary Anne Conboy and Wenda Windbigler are FGS’s newly appointed NERGC dele-

gate and alternate delegate respectively. They join an impressive group of FGS members 

who have held this position, most recently Phyllis Day. 

The first NERGC Conference was held in 1992 in Sturbridge, Mass. with 14 Societies partic-

ipating. The 2023 Conference, held in Springfield, Mass. featured over 100 presentations and 

workshops with highly esteemed speakers. 

Information about NERGC and the upcoming conference can be found at www.nergc.org. 

Please help us identify the two unnamed FGS Friends in the photo above. Thanks, 
too, to those volunteers who missed the group photo! 

https://d.docs.live.net/fd1bdb3b8c1cb1d6/Documents/Falmouth%20Genealogical%20Society%20Newsletters/2024/4th%20Quarter/www.nergc.org


Or simply drop in 
any Tuesday at the 

Reference Room 
Falmouth Public 

Library 
from 2:00 - 4:00 pm  

Len Egan published his 

first novel, The Night Not at 

the Blue Heron Inn in 2023. 

The intriguing—and keep 

you guessing—mystery is set 

in a sleepy Cape Cod village. 

Len’s characters solve the 

mystery in much the same 

way a genealogist approaches 

a tricky research question. 

His book is available at 

Eight Cousins Books. 

Jill Morelli published her 

book, Journeys of the Forgotten, 

The Orphans of Hamilton Coun-

ty, Iowa in 2024. Her book 

chronicles her extensive re-

search that identified thirty-

five of the forty-six orphans 

who arrived in Hamilton 

County, Iowa from New 

York City in the fall of 1890. 

The book is available at ama-

zon.com. 

Greg Anderson recently 

received his membership in 

the General Society of May-

flower Descendants and the 

Massachusetts Society of 

Mayflower Descendants, 

proving his lines to both 

William Brewster and John 

Howland (and thus to Eliza-

beth Tilley and her parents 

John Tilley and Joan (Hurst) 

(Rogers) Tilley. Growing up 

in Missouri, with generations 

of ancestors in Missouri, 

Arkansas, and Georgia da-

ting to the early 1800s, Greg 

never imagined that his 

mother’s maternal roots 

would take him to the May-
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flower passage—and to 

many of the earliest families 

on Cape Cod. 

Dottie Priestley finally 

found the Baptism record 

for an Irish great grand-

mother. A distant DNA 

cousin in Ireland confirmed 

the find and even sent a 

photo of the farmland where 

she likely had lived! 

The Allen County Public 

Library Genealogy Center 

(Indiana) has been an FGS 

organizational member since 

2000. FGS Members Tim 

Martin and Linda Heald 

have both made trips to this 

destination genealogical re-

search center. The Center’s 

helpful website can be found 

at: https://

www.acpl.lib.in.us/

genealogy . Ask Tim or Lin-

da how to make the most of 

a trip to this resource library. 

Caroline Anderson is avail-

able to help FGS members 

who want to explore their 

Swedish ancestry. She can 

share helpful resources and 

introduce users to ArkivDig-

ital, Sweden’s largest and 

most extensive online ar-

chive of digitized original 

records. 

Send your news to Caro-

line McKee Anderson at 

caroline@ 

gregandcaroline.net or call 

her at 206-300-7020. 

We want to hear from you. 

Think “class note” from 

your high school or col-

lege alumni magazine. Do 

you have a genealogical 

success story? Have you 

made a recent discovery? 

Do you want to solicit 

help from other members? 

Are you willing to share 

your area of expertise with 

others? Have you enjoyed 

a professional or personal 

accomplishment?  

Send your brief (100 

words) update for the next 

FGS newsletter. Note that 

submissions may be edit-

ed for clarity or space re-

strictions. 

Mary Ellen Williams 

writes: Very recently, I reac-

tivated my membership in 

the Falmouth Genealogical 

Society, after moving from 

Falmouth to Charlottesville, 

Virginia, seven years ago. 

During the Covid pandemic, 

I wrote and published (2020) 

a book entitled Our Ancestors. 

Early Settlers in America. The 

book chronicles histories of 

four branches of my family: 

Magoon, Foster, Wetzel, and 

Morse. In the early 1980s, 

not having any knowledge of 

ancestors before my grand-

parents, I was encouraged by 

an elderly aunt, who lived in 

Falmouth, to delve into my 

family history—and the 

amazing journey continues! 

FGS Member and Friend News 
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Internet addresses contained in this 
publication are being provided as a 

convenience and for informational 
purposes only; they do not consti-

tute an endorsement or an approval 
by Falmouth Genealogical Society, 

Inc. of any of the products, services 
or opinions of the corporation or 

organization or individual. Fal-
mouth Genealogical Society, Inc. 

bears no responsibility for the 
accuracy, legality or content of the 

external site or for that of subse-
quent links. Contact the external 

site for answers to questions regard-
ing its content. 

New Board Member—Welcome Linda Heald 

Linda Heald was ap-

pointed to the FGS 

Board of Directors in 

August 2024. Linda 

joined FGS in 2021 

and recently joined the 

team of consultants 

providing genealogy 

classes at the Falmouth 

Senior Center. She said 

the work at the Senior 

Center is very moving 

to witness senior par-

ticipants so delighted to 

learn about their own 

story, their ancestors 

and the places they 

lived. 

For Linda, her tree had been researched. 

She thought, what was there for her to do?  

So in 2014, she was recovering from cancer 

and decided to go take pictures of the grave-

stones of her family, ancestors, and then 

photographed whole cemeteries. She and 

her daughter have made several trips to 

New Brunswick and Nova Scotia as well as 

every New England state.  

Linda is drawn to pro-

jects. She has been a 

stage manager, swim 

team manager, and 

firstborn of four.  She 

organized a conference 

for Earth Day in Bos-

ton in 1995. She’s part 

helper and part cheer-

leader. She said any-

thing is possible with 

lots of enthusiasm.  

Linda has found a big 

passion project. Linda, 

along with longtime 

Board member Ralph 

Wadleigh, is spearhead-

ing the 2024 Falmouth Cemetery Project. 

(Please see related articles on pages 7, 8 and 

9).  

In addition to her commitment to genealo-

gy, Linda is a devoted environmentalist and 

is currently active in supporting the work of 

the Association to Preserve Cape Cod. She 

can be reached at heald30@gmail.com.  

From the FGS Website 

The FGS Website (www.falgen.org )  is an 

outstanding resource for its members and 

the community.  

You can find a myriad of helpful links to 

genealogical research resources as well as 

documents to download. Go to 

www.falgen.org and choose the “Resources” 

tab in the gold bar. At the top of the page, 

you’ll find both pedigree and family group 

charts to download. We also encourage you 

to download the “Get Going with Genealo-

gy!” quick-start document that provides 

links to some of the most common genea-

logical sites along with some helpful hints. 

You’ll also find a growing list of links to 

local, regional, national, and world genealog-

ical and historical resources. Thanks to FGS 

President and webmaster for compiling and 

maintaining these helpful resources. 

Special Note: Some content—like re-

cordings and handouts of our monthly 

meetings—is available only to members. 

For the members-only password, contact 

Tim Martin by phone or text at 630-740-

0881. 

Linda Heald 
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