
 because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject 

thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast 

forgotten the law of thy God, I also will forget thy 

children.” (Hosea 4:6) 

 

Among today’s society, individuals are familiar with the 

existence of the Bible, yet there is a growing condition 

of biblical ignorance. In a writing by a man by the name 

of George Barns, he records the following: 

 

• Accepting abortion. While six out of 10 

Boomers and Busters consider having an 

abortion to be acceptable behavior, seven 

out of 10 Millennials (67%) and Gen Zs 

(69%) endorse abortion. 

• Accepting consensual sex between 

unmarried adults. Echoing the pattern 

related to abortion, the AWVI 2024 shows 

that six out of 10 Boomers and Busters 

consider sexual intercourse between 

consenting, unmarried adults to be morally 

acceptable, but a higher proportion of 

younger adults (69% of Millennials and 

73% of Gen Zs) endorse such sexual 

encounters. 

• Refusing to repay a loan that is due. Overall, 

about one-quarter of adults from generations 

encompassing people 55 and older say they 

accept the refusal to repay a loan to a 

wealthy relative who does not push for 

repayment to be morally acceptable. Nearly 

twice as many younger adults accept such a 

refusal to repay what is due to be morally 

defensible (42% of Millennials, 50% of Gen 

Zs). 

 

Unspoken Objections to Christ I 
Mark 2:8 

 

I. Secrecy: 

A. Psa. 64:1-10 - Man hides his thoughts from 

each other. 

B. Deut. 27:15 - Setteth up an idol in secret 

C. Gen. 6:5 - God knows our thoughts. 

D. Psa. 94:11 - "Jehovah knoweth…" 
 

II. Having Two Lives: 

A. Jam. 1:5-8 - Double-minded man 

B. 2 Kgs. 5:26 - "went not mine heart with 

thee?" 

C. Vain excuses: 

1. Gen. 3:12-13 - Deflecting 

responsibility 

2. 1 Sam. 15:7-21 - Justify rebellion 

D. Love of iniquity: 

1. Job 4:8 - "they that plow iniquity" 

(general observation) 

2. Psa. 36:1-4 - "He deviseth iniquity 

upon his bed" 

3. 2 Thess. 2:10-12 - "received not the 

love of the truth" 

E. Lk. 16:15 - What manner of heart can stand 

against the eyes of God? 

 
 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 

of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me in 

that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, 

and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do 

many mighty works? And then will I profess unto them, 

I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity  

(Matthew 7:21-23) 

Importance of Understanding 

 

There is an evident problem in society when it comes to 

understanding the Bible, whether it be in the world, or in 

the church. 

 

In reference to the condition presently existing in the 

world, it has been said, “Americans revere the Bible – but, 

by and large, they don’t read it. And because they don’t 

read it, they have become a nation of biblical illiterates.” 

(George Gallup and Jim Castellia). 

 

But this is not new: Barton W. Stone, once wrote, “It is 

universally acknowledged, by the various sects of 

Christians, that the religion of Heaven, for centuries past, 

has fallen far below the excellency and glory of primitive 

Christianity” (The Christian Messenger, Vol. 1, page 1, 

para. 2). 

 

There has been spiritual ignorance in any given 

generation. Among the first century Jews there were 

Sadducees and Pharisees (Acts 23:7-8). When Jesus 

spoke to Nicodemus who asked Jesus, “How can these 

things be? Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou the 

teacher of Israel, and understandest not these things?” (Jn. 

3:9-10); Paul’s statement concerning Israel’s unbelief: 

“Brethren, my heart's desire and my supplication to God 

is for them, that they may be saved. For I bear them 

witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according 

to knowledge. For being ignorant of God's righteousness, 

and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject 

themselves to the righteousness of God” (Rom. 10:2-3). 

The reason for such ignorance was stated by Hosea, 

saying, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: 



  

• Perhaps inspired by the boldness of their 

parents or older siblings, Gen Z has forged 

new levels of acceptance of other moral 

beliefs and behaviors, going where not even 

Millennials had dared to tread: 

• Accepting lying. Six out of 10 Gen Zs say 

that lying to protect your personal best 

interests is morally acceptable. That far 

surpasses the one-half of older adults. 

• Accepting behaviors that produce no 

apparent or significant harm. Three out of 

every 10 Americans (29%) from the 

generation that made “if it feels good, do it” 

a catch phrase (i.e., Boomers) maintain that 

it is morally acceptable to do anything you 

desire as long as it does no harm. That in 

itself is alarming. But the numbers swell 

with each succeeding generation. Among 

Gen X, 40% embrace that mindset. A solid 

majority of Millennials (55%) accept the 

mantra, which grows even larger—to two 

out of every three Americans—who are part 

of Gen Z (66%). 

• Rejecting the Bible as one’s primary moral 

guide. A mere one out of five Gen Z 

representatives (21%) identify the Bible as 

their primary source of moral guidance. 

That is notably lower than the proportion of 

adults from older generations (29% of 

Millennials, 34% of Baby Busters, and 37% 

of Baby Boomers) American Worldview 

Inventory 2024. ret 
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If you lost your keys and were asked what they look like, 

how would you identify them: the key ring, how many 

keys, what type, color or any other unique characteristic? 

In like manner, Jesus said, “I will build my church” 

(Matthew 16:18). The fact that the church existed in the 

first century (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 1:2), is 

indication enough that Jesus did what he said he would do, 

and the church of Christ has existed ever since. Since there 

are many groups who lay claim to being the body of Christ, 

how can the true be distinguished from the false? It can 

only be determined through certain indicators that identify 

the right of ownership. If the church is truly the church 

Christ promised to build, then it will carry the marks of 

ownership in its doctrine, worship, work and mission. If 

you were asked to describe the characteristics of Christ’s 

church, what would you say? If you are unable to describe 

the marks of Christ’s ownership, as described in the 

scriptures, how do you know you are a part of the true? ret 

 
Luke 16:19-31 
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Revelation 4:4 
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