The Fi
MOS

Frquntly

|

i

Mistakes

HAVE BEEN AN INTERIOR AND ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER FOR NFARLY 20 YEARS, AND

during thar time, [ have gone on literally thowsands of home consulations. | have seen

people who overdecorate and dont know when to stop, as well as people who are frozen
with indecision and never really start. Decorating and remodeling can be overwhelming to
many peoples; a smoll through the showrooms of the Maafic Design Center in West
Hollywood will verify that. So many styled So many fabrics! What to buy? What if I make
a mistake? Well, people do make mistakes, and | see most of them. The sad part is thar it
wotthd have cost kess o do ic night once than o do it wrong and Later fix ie. And living with
the mistake 15 often worse than the moncy wasted.
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Avoid the pitfalls of home
design by looking out for
these commonly made
decorating disasters.

BY GAIL CLARIDGE



HOME & LIFESTYLES

So often even well-initiated projects fall
short of excitement due o fear of flying.
Commonly held decorating myths include
“You cant go wrong with beige carper” and
“Dieep colors are depressing and make a room
look small.” (They can also make a room
look cozy—ask Ralph Lauren.)

In revisiting some of the homes | have
designed over the years, | am always delight-
ed to see how well tlwdmwmﬁnglmheldup.
Often homes done 10 years ago look as if they

were done yesterday. The main reason being
timeless—not fauddish— design. | have never
had clients sorry thae they spent a little more
fowr higher quality, but T have seen dients who
were sorry they didnt, lnvesting in line Tur-
niture really pays off. It doesn’t go oue of style,
and it holds up for years. Antiques are a good
example. | am writing chis article sitting in a
150-year-old English Windsor chair that is
still as good today as it was when it was first
made.

So that you can avoid some of the many
pitfalls in decorating your home, [ have com-

piledd five of what [ feel are the most com-
monly made mistakes in residential design.

M 1 S T A K E___ 1
Working Without a Plan
The most common mistake, beginning a

design project withour a plan, is quite literally

like seteing out on a roadwip to a distant loca-

tion without a map or any idea of how to get
there. The likelihood of becoming lost at some
point is almost assured. With this in mind, it
is surprising thar some people have never con-
sidered using a designer. When asked why,

~ they say *l can't afford it.” In reality, however,

the reasonable price you pay a designer will
come back w you many times over.

First, a well-planned and attractive interi-
or will ultimately increase the value of your
home. Should you decide o sell, it will also
set your home apart from others and promore
a quicker and more profiable sale.

Secondly, a well-thought-out plan will also
help reduce or eliminate the emotional anxi-
ety and monetary risk that accompanies an
unguided design endeavor. A designer is like
an insurance policy.

And thirdly, if you have your own sources,
you may simply retain a designer for the plan
and then follow it yourself, Buc the trick is
knowing what to buy, whar not to buy and
where to buy it.

A plan should include a furniture lyour,
choice of style, colors and fabrics and a basic
hudger projection for each room. This allows
you to decide what your priorities are and
what things you can wait on. I most cases,
purchasing through a designer costs less over-
all because you do not pay for mistakes you
would have made on your own.

g s e Yo iy W G STt
Being Unrealistic in Your Decorating
It's one thing o decorate your first home
and quite another w be searing ar the 5,000
square feet of blank white walls and the 30-
foot vaulted ceilings of your second or third
home, wondering why your old furniture
looks like dollhouse furniture all of a sudden,
In designing the interior of a home, itis cru-
cial to understand the needs of your family. A
successful design is one thar responds 1w and
serves the needs of its users. Unforunacely, |
have seen many homes done uirealistically:




HOME & LIFESTYLES

For instance, a family with toddlers and cof-
fee tables with sharp corners dont mix. Or |
remember one homeowner with a family
including three teenage boys who decided
decormed  his home with white carper and
FFrench Provincial furnishings. Needless to say,
the resule was a disaster. Not only were the boys
uncomfortable and afraid to sit on the deli-
catcly scaled fumishings, but they were also
afraid ro walk on the white carper. In short,
the design did not respond to, or serve, the
needs of the family. Contrary to popular belief,
family members will not readily change their
habits in response 1w new upholstery fabrics.

o think so 15 “unrealistic.”

M . S T A K E 3

HntUsTng Your Home to its Fullest Potential

Your home is a .:!-ﬁ-i'luut-:!-nf:!}' ﬁmu:inning

enwironment for you and your family. 1 you
are like most people, a majority of your “home
ume” is spent in a casual way—eating, socializ-
i'l IE_!‘ .Il'l.{] rf.'Ll_I;l]!_’\.. 1[}{}1' ll'l.l:l-.!.' connt '[I'IL ML=

ber of times you entertain on a lage scale, more
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than likely it s only two or three tmwes 2 yer,

1'-.15"[1].' ll'll;'!l i‘i |l \[H.l'l b R T DT I e T II'l.lll
people desigmare vastly disproportionate anwounts
ol living space and money w the craion ol s
.Ii:lr !I'l.“ “E"”H‘I E'h'l]‘:p'h (Ll ‘I"lll"q.!,"'-l-}'ﬂ._.'ll |'||.“|."||L'!:“'L".\1?
Why let those two or three days a year dictate how

your family lives for the rest of the year 1F you

GE

i'l-l"l"l.' |1!-L'r11:|.' |.'|'1. TEENTN, !Jl'l'l,,'-l.[. |.““ i'- }'“l.!
dont, then whar?

I've seen large families crammed
mio a small fanaly oom tying o
watch television. Though the room
may not have enough  seating,
L'IlLrl]t_'_ll |r1|_'||11 LH ik :"ll'l'l-l.” | . | -'I'|r... |51|"'

iy members walk past the Tage for-

||:'|.;|I |'|.'|r'|g o=t |JI.'|[ TRCY CROILY LIS ilil}'
after day 1o hang our in the informal
family wom. Ty w make your
home huncoon for you!  Funcoon
does not have wo climinate beaury. In
fact, careful planning and fore-
thought can produce  excellen,
attractive spaces that can serve muhi-
ple purposes.

As a designer, [ have aciually wie-
nessedd a shilt in the way people

-L'ILH_'!'I.];I'I. I':.'l.'l!.‘H IJ[.'I‘,'UIlll rIiL' L:i?nllill lHJIdL’[S 11!.

Souther California, cory elegant buflets are
replacing large sit-down dinners. This may be
rr.lrti.l“:l.' e 1o convenience, bur ics also due w
the added personal mnteraction that more
whixed dining offers. Ar most large parties,

everyones in the kitchen anyways—how tronic!
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Decorating Around A Mistake

When it comes 1o ducumring around a mis-

take, the phrase “pennywise and pound foolish”
rears its ugly head. For example, on a recene con-
sultation | met a couple who had just purchased
o |"'}"l.'..|.|'-|; FJLE Jll]l [ ] J-]'l.L' ]||.||L'|-|:'.'.'|- L:“EH'J. WAL 0w,
but the problem was it was pink, and they hated
pink. E".w.'l}'lhiug edse abour the house was gt
Atter living with the pink carper for two moniths,
however, the couple acnually considered keeping,
it and decorationg around it chus compounding
the mistake. New carper can be costly, bur my
recommendation was o change the carper, keep
the pad smd saive money somewhene clse,
Anorher example in chis area imvolves clemens
such as walls, windows, doors, tile and other
design elements thar may be considered “perma-
nent and therctore sacred or not 1o be wouched.
In believing this, many homeowners chiat them-
HI._"I'L'I.,'S Ll Hr.'lll,_" I.'II'I'!H :|I1||I1il;].' 14 ||"|'.'|11:'3.,' 1.'-;.‘r:|' H“{_‘IHIE-
il..:i]ll i||||:||1.]'|-'l_'||'|L'|||.:| | | IL'lilli.'l-'L'l_\' I'.I"a":' i, |
removed a sociion of wall berween a spare bad-
rocim and kitchen, which gave the kitchen an ear-
ing area it never had and allowed us w enlarpe the

centyr iskand and add bar stools. Simply remov-
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mg the wall adllowed s o creace a greatnew, ™M1 8§ T A K E 5
L-ugu huncrional kitchen, Wall removal cosc: Failure to Coordinate Interior and
SLO00. Alihough T love beplaces, their Exterior Designs

removal is sometimes a solution. 1F the ﬁrulﬂuu:
Ekes up the only free wall in a room, you never
LS 'iI i]“l.l _'|-"ﬁ|.| |'|.L"L'd Ay L'”[L‘r[ﬂinl'lﬂ.'['lt CENer,

this could be the solution for you.
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Landscaping to me is like the icing on the
cake for a home. Unfortunately, for many,
the icing doesnt go with the flavor of the
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COver the vears T have had o become pan
Emedseaape snchiecr i owder 1o save the imegnny
o the Dwnes | lene desipal, Revomly, |
received a Fanne phone call from a clicm whise
Townne s wearkio enn, Iwasa boeamitol coun
iy English nunor howse done in sonderful
Fnglish tedicion. complere with an authenic
shate rewsl. My clicin was comcerned thar wlin b
Enekscapser was abenr o plane was ot whar the
b mewedeed andd though peraps 1 might be
able o help, Newlloss 1o s 1 puta gquick stop
oo the el s thar were aboun o goin,

Fven when a vard starts out correet, in time
it seems the 53,;|1'-.11.-rr1-.'r-: have every bush
rimmed] into a perfect ball or square, Cardens
should look natural, nor manufaciured.
Comchening sheadled be o Blend of conpl and
potonings Cating that nose vine o g
;1||I|_||'||| IIH_" IH'I";I i 1I|I“ "u'I”H.' (] lli"ll‘ [4h |||||' |“F1‘
Hl 1I'II._" !,::I.I'I:'l“l |'.t|.'..|:'.t Ii" .

Coordinating vour bndscape and your homwe
means knowing the architecrural stvle of vour
home,  Ts it Southwestern, California mnch,
English Tudor or Colomial? While aicti and

palms are perfecr fin a Southwestamn home,

[l!l’.‘}' e [l:ll:ll il NI ';1!’ | L :[ Il"l‘liiil |'R".'ﬂl|l"|||i.l'.

Ansother anca than is surprisingly often ignored
is the true creative use of oudoor living space,
Here in Southern Caliloria we are aniguely
Ilessxd wathi :|-u|it;|1lfill clineane, and Wi all -t
seldom do we wilice our vands as our home,
when inrealing they are one i the sime, I
were 1o decoree a2 master bedroom meoa chinez
fabric covered with pink mses, T owould ner
vttt bor e onangee gasanias outside th door o
'\IHF”. SHETA B RpTN ".'I.i|!| H 'I.".'Fl".ll“". LR | ".i'."!-". h:."‘i
pature i et of s design schene,

I spite of all the mistakes Thave disc usseed n
this annicle, decorning vour hooe e he avery
ewarding experience. It changes your life,
I opelully the tips | have shared with you will
=i vour Fears ancd allony vou o enter the won-

dertul world of design,

Abou

Gall ClaMdge I the
 ewner/designer of Elardge
 Heuse Interlom, 3972
Tuwnagste Hoad, Whatlale
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