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(L) Section I

Ac (C) Generﬂl:

1. (U) Qrg2nization.:

During the report period, the 39th Ingineer Battalion (Combat) consisted of &
Headquarters and Headouarters Company and four.lettered line companies. The 1st
Platoon of the 511th kngineer Company (Panel Bridge) remained under the operational
control of the 3%th Engineer Battalion until 15 May, when it relocated to Fire Sup-.
port Base Bastogne to rejoin Headouarters and the 2nd Platoon &ttached to the 27th
fngineer Battalion. Headouarters and one Eguipment Platoon of the 630th Enpgineer
. Company (Light Equipment) relocated to GIA IE on 1 May and was attached to the 27th
Ingineer Battalion. The Cuarry Section of the $17th Engineer Company (Light Ecudipe
ment) remained attached to Company D, 39th Fngineer Battalion thoughout the period.
On 7 June the 137th Engineer Company (Light Equipment) was placed under the opera-
tional control of the 39th Engineer Battalion and remained attached to the 19th
Engineer Battalion. The 1st Plateon of the 511th Engineer Company (PB) was again

_ attached to the 39th Engineer Battalion on 7 June. On 26 June, Heudeuarters and -
2nd Platoon of the 511th joined the 1st Platoon in CHU LAI and was ogain attached
to the 39ih bngineer Pattalion.

2. (U) Command: The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat)} remained under the command
of the Commanding Officer, 45th Enginecer Group. The battalion remained in support
of the smerical Uivision thoughout the report period, with Headruarters and Head-
guarters Company at the same location within the CHU LAY Base perimeter. Incumbent
commenders at the close of the report period were as follows:

CO, 39th bngr Bn - LTC Thomas A. Ghormley
€0, Co &, 39th Engr Bn : - CPT Charles R. Eller

€0, Co B, 39th Engr Bn . - CPT Bruce W. Haigh

W, Co C, 39th Engr Bn - CPT Gregory L. Mc(Clendon
CO, Co D, 39th zngr Bn - 1LT #illdam R. Porter

€0, HHC, 39th Engr Bn - (PT George R. Paul IT

€O, 511th Engincer Co (PB) - 1LT Michael P. Ogrodnick
c0, 137th Engineer Co (LE) - 1LT Trwin L. Egger

3. C)Major Activities: During the report period the battalion concentrated increased
effort on the upgrade and maintenznce of QL-1 from ~UANG NGAI to MO DUC, 1In addi=--
tion to this LOC project, the battalion was given the responsibility for the upgrade
of an additional 16 km of GL-1 from MO DUC 4o DUC PHO, Other projects during the
period included the construction of 11 defensive bunkers and 2 observation towsrs-
for CHU LATI Defense Command, the upgrade of the DUC PHO helivad,. the repa:.r of 6
bridges on QL-1 and minesweeps of 53.1 km of QL-1 daily.

(a) The upgrade of GL-1 between QUANG NGAI and MO DUC continued with the sub--
base being completed on 22 May. The base rock Bydown began on 10 May and has been-
completed on 21.1 km of 24.9 km at t.he end of the report period. The contract paving:
was campleted for $.3 lm. : )

(b) The responsibility for upgrade of QL-t from MO DUC to DUC PHO was trensfered -
to the battalion on 7 June. The subtase was completed on 3 July and the 19th En--
gineer Battalion begen placement of base rock on 16 July.
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(c) The defensive structures for CHU Lal Defense Command (CLDC) were completed

on 26 July ~nd consisted of construetio.n. oftwo 35 foot observation towers and 11
berimeter bunkers., ' o :

(d) The pug PO Helipad consisted of sciarifying, grading, recompecting and treat_
ing with KC-30 a 2100 foot- helicopter tixiway and the adjoining parking areas,. Tt
Was begun on 17 June and 659 complete at the end of the report period. - :

(&) Five timber bridges were reconstructed during the report period and the

590 foot Mailey “ridge over the SONG Vg was reinforced and repaired to upgrade the
class. ' _ ' . '

L. {¢) Activities of Headgquarters Compeny:

Throughout the repart period, Headguarters Company vas located at CHII LAT (BT
534036) with the 39th +ngineer Battalidn Headquarters. Headevarters Company con-
tinued its mission to Support the line comparies and to dccomplish engineer support
tasks for the americal Division within the CHU LAY Base area, During the report’
periocd the 511th Engineer Company (FB) moved into the Battalion Fe:dquarters ares
to suprort the batalion's rock haul on NL-1, Hessing and administrotion, maintenance,
ard supply were progided to the 511th Engeneer Company (PB) by Heaceuarters .Company .

Throughout the report period the Heavy Eauipment Platoon of Headmarters Com—
Pany supported the line companies ‘in their various projects on the upgrade and main-
tenance orf JLel, The Hea'vy‘l'.-.quipmert Platoon was vnder the operatiomal control of
Company D, 39th Engineer Rattalion, and had the responsibility of the L4 Ha PIT
operations and supervision of the battalion's rock havl until 27 June. On this date
the 511th ngineer Company (PB) took over the control of the rock haul. Throughout

the report periog Headauarters Company provided one to threc 5-ton dump trucks for
the battalion's rock haul.

Throughout the report period H:adguarteps Company continued to make improvement s
in the combeny area through the self-help program. Minor répairs were done on all
living quarters and & new-wash house wes canstructed for the mess hall. MNew fipht..
ing burkers were built on the perimeter by Company B, and Headouarters Comparny- pro=
vided personnel fop the sandbagging of these bunkers. Ten perimeter lights were
installed in front of the bunker line,

Enemy activity throughout the repart period was light and consisted of morter and
reekst fire on the CHU Lat Base Area.  Throughout the entire report period no. enemy
rounds landed in +he Headeuarters Comparny- area,

5. (€} Activities of Comparny A,

Throughout the report period Company 4, 3th Engineer Pattalion ( Combat} was lo—
cated at LZ COLDIE where it replaced the 630th Engincer Company (Light E~uirment)
which reloeated to GIi LE, Second Platoon of Company A had been at LZ COLDIE since
3 4pril 1969, The main element relocated there on 30 april 1969, at this time:
First Platoon of Company C, loecated at L7 SNOOPY (BS706612) came under the operation.
al control of Company A. On 7 June the Second Platoon of Company & moved to L7
SHOOPY and replaced the element of Company C. On 15 Jupe the Second Platoon: of
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The primary mission of Company & dnring the period was the maintenance and cone.
struction of the bridges and culverts along OL-1 between CUANG NCAI (BS645728) and
MO DUC (BS733544): Company = also ¢onducted minesweeps on l-1 between RSHRSEE S
and BS715605, built essentiil tactical operating facilities at LZ GOLDIE and LZ
SNOOPY, conducted active combat operations and aided in the civil affairs program.

During the report period, emphasis was placed on the upgrade of defenses at L2
GOLDIE and LZ SNOOPY. Derms were strengthened, concertina added and additional
living/fighting bunkers were constructed. Existing bunkers were upgraded. The
installation of perimeter lights at LZ GOLDIE greatly improved the defenses, One
35 foot observation towsr wes built on the cast perimeter of LZ COLDIE. '

During May, culvert OL1-410D (BS67 667) was restored. The concrete box culvert
had to be lengthened in preparation for widening CL-1, All forms were prefabricated.
and moved to the prepared sitc., Ready mixed reinforced concrete was used in the
eonstruction of the box culvert. The eight foot long timber wingwalls were held
in place by piles and deadmen. The culvert was backfilled and completed on 12 July.

During the period, Bridge OL1-406 (BS706618) was rebuilt. Abutvznts a2nd wing--
walls werc constructed with two piles per wingwall. Deadmen were Installed and se-
eured to the wingwall piles. One hundred and fifty cukie yards of 7Lll were hauled
for wingwalls and abutments. Two mnserviceable conexes were cut-and placed on the
northeast and southwest cornérs of the bridge as protective bunkers. The substrue-.
ture, started on 13 May, was completed on 7 June. Construction was hampered and.
finelly halted altogether due to the inability of. ARVN forces to secure thé worksite.
Work wes rosumed in July, and the bridge was completed on 14 July.

On 17 June, work was begun on & bypass for Bridge OL1.408. Approximately 6,000
cubic yards of fill were hauled, and 60 feet of €0 inch culvert and 30 feet of L8
irich culvert were installed. The project was completed en 7 July. It was diffieult
to keep the bypass open during periods of even moderately high water due t6 limited
culvert capccity and the extreme fluctustion in the water depth. On 24 June the upo-
grade of Bridge OL1-408 (BS695635) was begun. Bailey Bridge NL1-408 had been in use
for over a year with little, if any, maintenance. Thirteen pieces of chess and 90
feot of treadway were replaced, 46 supplementary chords were- installed : 28 tie plates
and one ramp pedestal were added and. patches were welded on damaged panels. ThHis
project was completed on 25 July. One additional guard ‘bunker was muilt on the south
side of NL1-408. )

Work was initiated on the reconstruction of Bridge OL1.410 (DS685658) on 6 July.
‘One major problem encountered was an obstruction in the form of two 36 WF 300, 60
foot long steel beams that were twisted and submerged in the gap where the new bridge
- was to be constructed. These beams were cut and blown in two and finally dragged
from the bridge site with a D7E dozer. Umustally high weter hindered the obstruction
removal for several days. : : ’ -

On 13 July construction was initiated on. picket type wingwalls to supplement the
concrete headwalls on six culverts on OL-1. The 8 foot picket supported wingwalls,
ranging in huight from three to five feet with three to seven foot long deadmen:
buried and staked in the shoulder of the road, provided a dursble crosion bar:

Construction was initizted on a 20'x32! medical building the NUANG NGAIL. Orphan--
age on 14 July. DNo major problems were encountered in the construction, and the 5
room dilspensary was complsted on 28 July.
P oy R 3;
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In adéition to the construction projects, Company A‘was responsible for the mine-
sweep of QL=1 from LZ GOLDIE (BS680657) to MO BUC (E5733544). Company A also cone

ducted daily search and secure missions from one to six kilometers in all directions
from LZ GOLDIE. ‘

From 9 June to the end of the period, Company 4 provided the battalion with se=-
ven 5-ton dump trucks for daily rock hauls from CHU Lal to LZ SNCOPY. From mid-June
to the end of July, Company A also provided Company D with an average of 5 men daily
to run rock driils for the LZ GOLDIE NUARRY,

Eiemy 2ctivity was comparatively heavy during the report period. On 11 May, LZ
SNOUPY came under a ground attack by an estimated company size enemy element. The
result wes four friendly fatalities and 26 confirmed enemy kills. On 10 June, the
Second Platoon minesweep team of Company & was ambushod on 0L~ (FS718595) by an _
estimated 200 VC firing M79's and small arms. Fire was returried and artillery called
in. There were no friendly casualties in this ambush. Cn 12 Junc, _LZ GOLDIE came
under 2 ground attack by an unknown size enemy force. Two minor 7ilendly casualties
and ‘six confirmed enemy kills were reported. On 16 July, First Platoon of Gompany B
was ambushed on QL-1 at BS715567 with no friendly casualties. Iater, two 5-ton cdump
trucks on the rock haul were severely damaged by mines and a thira was hit with an
RPG round in the same area. One driver received minor injuries. On 17 July, First
Platcon of Company A made a combat sweep from BE724570 to BS716567. Enemy contact
was made several times and artillery and air strikes were cdlled in. Two friendly
fatalities were suffered. Attempts to push unfriendly forces further than a few
hundred meters from QL-1 have generally been successful with the assistance of pun-
ships from the 11th Light Infantry Brigade. Sniper incidents alonpg Nl-1 between LZ
GOLDIE and MO DUC were numerous during the latter part of the report period. Mining
incidents between LZ GOLDIE and MO DUC werc freouent. Mines have ranged in size up
to 30 pounds and in types from home-made to very sophisticated factory-made plastic
mines; using both electrical and pressure type firing devices., LZ GOLNIE received
four light mortar asttacks during the report period, but suffered no casualties.

During the report perdiod, Gompa.ny-A was credited with 350,000 $VN of VIP turn-
ins which included 2ll types of mines from the home-made types to US mines.

Projects initiated and completed during this period inelude wingwall extension °
and repeir of Bridge QL1-405 (BS707617), rcbuilding of Bridge ML1-L06 and guard bun-—
ker placement, meintenance of Bridge NL1-408 plus bypass construction and bunker
placement, treadway replacement of Bridge "L1-409 (RSE6916L6), bypass repair and re-
building of Bridge NL1-410, & concrete box culvert ot 410D, placement of wingwalls
on six culverts, and construction of LZ GOLDIEL "and LZ SNOOPY defenses. Some of the
materials used this Ouarter were 512 rolls of concertina wire, 211 rolls of barbed
wire, 12 cubic yards of concrete, approximately 7,500 cubic yards of fill and 60,000
sandbags.

6. {(C) ac.ivities of Compary B

Throughout the report period, Company B, 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) was
located at LZ DOTTIE, (ES628854). One platoon relocated to LZ SHOOPY (BS706612) on
Junc 15. The assigned mission included the road maintenance and upgrsding of rridpes
on highway OL-1 fram QUANG NGAI (BSAL2747) to BIHH SON (BS601922), a total distanca
of 18 km. In addition Company E conducted 2 deily minesweep of "L-1 between FSED1-
922 and BS64L27L7. &t the start of the report period, major emphasis was pliced nn

'
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gepair of enemy damege, removation of existing living bunkers, construction of new
facilities and. improvement of the base camp defensive perimeter.

Projects under construction at the start of the report period were as follows:
erection of two each SEA huts at LZ DOTTIE; a daily rock haul of 27(~) rock from-
CHU LAI o La Ha Pit (BS675686); the wicening &nd conctruction of o néw superstruce.
ture for bridge QL1-416 {BS623865); the construction of 10 each 8'x8& guard bunkers:

to be located at bridges QL1-415 (BS638657) through OL1-418 (PS596921); and the
construction of 12 each 5'x8! supplementary bunkers for LZ DOTTIE. Projects injtia-
ted during the report periodeonsistedof construction of 2 cach 32' wide gun pads for
D Battery, 1/82 artillery; construction of 6 each 1iving/fighpi_ng binkers; and estab.-
1istment. of a fill haul to upgrade OL-1 south of NUANG NGAI, ~Bridge OL1-417 (BS409--
'90L) was widened to MACYV standards and a new superstructuré was placed. Company B
continued to haul 2M(~) rock directly to OL-1 for placement of a bese conrse in
preparation for pavement. Company B was further given the mission «f constuction:
of 6 each guard bunkers for CHU L4l Defense Command, as well as comnletion of 2 35
foot cbservetion tower at LZ MUD. In addition, Company P continuce to repair exis—
ting facilities and improve perimeter defenses at LZ DOTTIE. =

The rock haul to LA Ha Pit for stockpile for QL-1, started on 13 March 1969, was:
complcted on 6 May with a total of 1,627 cubic yards of 2"(-) rock hauled, 770 cubic
yards since the start of the report period. Company E nauled fill from L& .HA Pit
%o OLe1 to finish widening operaticns. During the periog@ & May 1969 to 19 May 1969
a total of 3,116 cubic yards of fill was hauled and placed. .

The widening and construction of new superstructure for bridge ¢L1-L16 which
was started on 28 april 1969 was completed on 18 May 1969, The entire project ins.
volved the removal of the damaged superstructure and replacement of 6 spans using
TSFC bridge kits, The tw remaining SEA huts which were started on 26 April 1969,
were completed on 30 May 1969.

 On 19 May 1969, work was started on construction of 2 each 32 foot diameter. gun
pads. This project was completed on-7 June and involved preparing 2 eircular pits,
placing select f£ill and 6"{-) seck for & pad base, and construction of wooden floors
on the base. The pads serve the 155 mm guns of D Battery, /82 Artillery -at LZ
DOTTIE. The widening and constuction of 2 new superstructurc for bridge oA=L 17
was startcd on 12 May 1969, and completed on 30 May 19€9. TSFC bridge Kits were
again used to bring the bridge up to MACV standards. '

On 3 June 1969, work was completed on the construction of 10 each g1x8' guard
bunkers for bridges (Li1-415 through GL1-418. On 7 June 1969, work was completed on -
the construction of 12 each 5'x8! supplementary bunkers for LZ DOTTIE,

On 15 June 1969, the ist Platoon, Company B, moved to LZ SNOOPY to teke over L7
defense and minesweep operations between LZ SNOOPY and bridge OL1-4OL (Rs728556).
On 27 June work was started on the widening and construction of new superstructure
for bridge OL1-406 (BS706618). This project was completed on 13 July 1969.

Work was started on 2. May to construct 6 each living/fighting bunkers at LZ- -
DOTTIn. This project was completed on 19 June 1969, and was recuired to replace the
old bunkers on the defense perimeter. Repair of a 35 foot observation tower-at Lz
MUD which was started on 9 June, was completed on 30 June 1969 . , o N

N
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On 10 June 1969, Company E was assignedﬁf_c,‘\};heg_h._;ql;g‘s'ion of construction of & each
perimeter guard bunkers for CHU LAI Defénse Command? The punkers were construeted

accorcing to standard CLDC plans to replace the deteriorated bunkers being used.
The elevated bunkers with sandfillec¢ walls were completed on 26 July 1969.

Throughout the repert pericd, work has continued on improving perimeter defenses
and repair of existing facilities, including living/fighting bunkers with a total
of 12,320 new sandbags filled and placed. The daily rock hanl started on 6 May to
" transport 2"(-) rock for the base course 0l-1 south of OUANG NGAI, has resulted In
placing 3,850 cubic yards of rock. For the report period Companmy B had 1r}stalled'
110 linear feet of culvert for drainage and hauled 2,210 cubic yarcs of £111 for
drainage and recad upgrade.

Enemy activity was at a low level during this report period with only two sig-
nificant incidents. At 2345 hours 7 June, the LZ c¢ame under a mortat attack and
small arms fire, resulting in negative damage. A sweep of the defernisive wire the
following morning revealed 2 enemy KIA, 1 AK-47 rifle, 4 Chicom grenades, and ome
pair of wire cutters. At 0635 on 9 July 1969, the south minesweep received 200 rounds
of small arms fire and & mortars, resulting in 3 WIA and minor equipment damage.
Total enemy activity during the report period consisted of one mortar attack, 8

blown culverts, 3 sniper incidents, 1 ambush, 1 nuisance minefield, and a total of
8 separate=mining_incidents. : ‘

The TIP program curing the report period resulted in an expenditure of 262,300
piasters through 23 July. :

7. (O Activities of Company Ce

At the beginning of the report period, Company C was.located at LZ SHOOPY (_?-S-
706612« On 3 May 1969, Company C (minus the 1st Platoon) was relocated to CHU
LaI for stand cown, and for combat support of Americal Division in and around the
Battalion Hoadcuarters srez, The remaining platoon at LZ SKOCPY sscured 2 sector
of perimeter as part of the CP defense with B Battery, f /82 Avtillery. On 12 May
1969, the 1st Platoon rélocated to CHU Lal and was replaced 3¢ 1LZ SHOOPY ‘by.the 3rd
Platoon. During the latter part of May, Company C was alerted to an impending mave
to LZ MaX (BS763473) to replace Compary A, 19th Engineer Battalioa (Combat). The
move begen on 2 June 1969 with the 2nd Flatoon relocating to LZ MAX, followed by the
1st Platoon on 4 June 1969, and finally the entire company closed.at their new LZ
on 7 June 1969, ' )

During the period 3 through 30 May 1969 the platoon at L7 SNOOPY conducted <21ly
minesweeps from the LZ to MO DUC (BS7335L3), and established dei‘ens:.?e.posltions :
with B/1/82 irtillery. Upon completion of the ce fensive respongibilities, the pla-®
toon was OPCON to Company s, 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) for project work .
The Company Headquarters and remaining platoons at CHU IAI were in sz}p]':ozft'- of a_;ll.
operatms for battalion in and around the base camp area. Projects initiated in-
cluded defensive positions for CHU Lal Defensc Command, and revetment walls ?,t the
27th Surgicsl Hospital. Also, a daily minesweep -from CHU LAL to the SONG TRa BONG
River (BS596928) was conducted. With the ‘move to. L7 MaX, several new missions ':md
projects were initiatec. Mincsweeps originoting at LZ MiX moved north to MO. DUC
and south to DUC PHO (BS807377), & total distance of approximately 16._9 ki Come
pany C was also responsible for the maintenence and upgrade of all bridgés and
drainage structurcs between OL1-40L (557285 56) and DUC PHO, a distance of 19.6 km.
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Disect support was alsc provided to the 137th Engineer Company (LE) in all phases

of upgreding (l-1 to MaCV standards. During this report period, Company C embarked
on several projects jncluding defunsive roloes for CLIC, reveiment walls, two destroy--
esi bridges; and several culvert sites in the now area of operntions. at L7 MaX. A
highly coordinated effort was oxpended on several joint projects with MACV personnel
in establishing defenses for cach bridge sitc and an extensive land clearing operda-.
tion in arcas of high encmy cctivity. )

From the period 1-3 Moy, 211 operaticns were dirccted toward the company move
to CHU LI, and the constructionf three 20'x32!' living bunkers in ane section of
the artillery compound located at LZ SNOUPY. The company move toock place on 3 May
with headquarters and two platoons moving by vehicle. The.remainder of that day
involved setting up operations and preparing to take over the projects lcft by Com—
pany s, 39th Engineer Battalion. The platoon remaining at LZ SNCOPY continued work-
ing on construction of living/fighting bunkers, defensive positions, and earthwork
in the construction of a storage yard. Projects assumed at CHU LAT included the
compiletion of two 35 foot obscrvetion towers for CLDC, the complete construction of
two perimetor bunkers for CLDC, and the upgrade of a pioncer road in the Subsector
VIII interior, The road was to be used as a travel route fcr the battalion's rapid
reaction foree. The revetment project called for the consiruction of 4,100 linear-
fect of protection around 9 oucnset huts at the 27th Surgical Hospital., Ry 12 May,

the work compls ted on these projects imcluded the constructicn of 200 fect of re-
vetment wall. '

at aprroximotely 0225 hours, 12 May 1969, the platoon loeated ot L7 SNOOPY came
under 2 héavy ground attack c-nsisting of rockets, grenides, satchel charges, and
amutomztic weapons by a reinforced company of MVA. The platoon was credited with 12
eneny kills. Weapons eaptured included one RPG, 2 launchers, two RPG-7 rnckets, 100
Chicom hand grenades, and four AK-47 riflcs. Friendly casualties to Company C were
3 killed and 17 wounded. Damage from the attack includes the complete loss of one
living bunkcr with all personal and military gear. That afternoon the 1st Platoon
was wcplaced by the 3rd Platoon, and operations continued as ususal. On 18 May 1969,
LZ SLOOPY camc under attack once again, but the attack was restricted to BPC!s and
small amms fire. Hegative casualties or damage were inflicted upen the Engineerss
Work on the LZ defenses increased with the installation of 2 strands of triple. con-.
certina wirc, 2 additional living bunkers, and 3 fighting nositions. Ammo and
demo storsge creas were laic out and constructed, and 2 sandbag mertar empizcement
was constructed. Dozers werc employed to push up a berm arcund the platoon defen-
sive area and to clear 2,000 square yards of brush and earth for mere effective
fields of fire. Lighteon perimeter lights wers placed around the entire LZ.

Assigned projects and support for battalion at CHU IAT were contlnued by the 1st
and 2nd Platoons. From 12-31 May work on the CLDC bunkers continued with the place-.
ment of five 8™10'x10!' concrete pads, and construction of six fighting bwunkers.
Throughout the period, at CHU LaX, Company C conducted a rock haul from RMK-BRJ to
LZ GOLDIE, The 27th Surgical Hospitalls revetment project  continued with-a total-

206 feet of revetmem wall being condructed, and 68 CY £ill hauled end placed with
with the help of @ conveyor belt. : ' :
it the beginning of June the 1st aml 2nd Platoons were making prepérations to move
to LZ ¥aX, while the 3rd Platoon remained under operaticnal control of Company A.
On 2 June 1969, ths 2nd Platoon moved to LZ MaX, while the 1st Platcon continued

building bunkers for CLDC. On 4 June, the 1st Platoon convoyed to LZ MaX leaving
headouarters as the only element of the company at CHU LAI. The same day the 2nd
Platoon assumed responsibility for-themnorth mineeweep out of 12 ¥AX. During the
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nuxt three days th. st ond Zol plefoons wolled 1n Yhe mew cempany arca renovabling
living and fighting bunkcrs, unloading the conveys.qf couipment, supplies, and com-
pany property. On 7 June, the 3rd Platoon and héadeuerters clesud at L7 MAX, and
once again the untire compeny was toputher.  Drmocizitely the comnony hepan vork on
renovating the entire compzny areaé to include living/firhting bunkers, 2rmo and
demo bunkers, perimcter dofonsus, and the unit mess hall.

On 8 June, two cnemy mines wore detenited by minc svioon ~ren T ovehicles, and ot
3 June , & trip-wired 105mm round was duetonited by & member oL the. minesween peint
scuad. During this same period of inereased encmy activity, the south minc sweep
discovercd onc of two 60 inch tubcs blown at culvert CL1-402G {(ns721436), The cra-
ter was filled and the read reopencd. On 14 June, & land clsaring team was orgonized
an began the mission of clearing areas along OL-1 to climirate possible amhush
sites. On 20 dune, a Victnamese oubtpost wes started by cozing mp A six 9ot hich
bverm at BS77LL5T7. Two days lator the enemy activity wirilt u»n to such & high Tevsl
£h3t the now outpost was relocated to OL1-k02 (BST71461). On 27 June, 81l operabicn-
21 5-ton dump trucks began heuting laterite for the upgrade of Ni-1. On 30 June °
1969, 180 CY f£ill was hauléd to build o bypass arcund CL1-403 (BS736533) in order
to begin the restoration of the partially destroyec bridge. =~lso, 166 CY of crushed
rock wes hauled and dumped next to the newly constructed weter well at the LZ. Ine-—
my activity for the month showed 2 lorge incroase over May. Eight mining incicents
and 2 ambushos took nlace, ond friendly casualties were | killed and 1 wounded,
Civie action wont into full swing with the relocation to L7 eX, and Comvany O proe-
vided the locsl nationals with 37 MEDLVACS and 180 treatments for minor wounds.

During the month of July, encmy activity again increascd with 8 morce mining in-
oilents {6 dctocted), 2 embushes and 2 sniper ineicdunts cnenunterod 'ty minesweep:
teams at QL1-402 =nd QLi-L02J. Work on the renovation ard Acfense of LZ MM conti-
nued with the completion of the well, a new company deme tunker, and & greasd rack
snstalled to facilitate vehicle maintenznce, Perimutor work includeé installation
of adciticnal berved wire cnd clearing of ficlds of fire around the LZ's outpest.
Work on the LOC began in carnest with the installztion of one 60 inch (MP. at site
0L1-402J, as well as the restoration of bridec sites NL1=L02 and CL1-L03. MNeces-
sary bypisses at OL1-402 (BS789417) and QL1-402J (RC781L37) were upgradedy and 75
feet of ML floating bridge was instailed at sitc oL1=503 to facilitate traffic move-
ment. it sitc OL1-402 three unservicezble coneX vunkers and one £'x24' command hun-
ker were instslled to provide the basies for an RF outnost a2t that lecation. In the
40, land clearing opirations centinued along fl-1 climinsting known and possible
arbush sités. a LOTX4L0' acmindstrative helipad was censtructed for the 11th Infane
try Brigace zt DUC PHC. During the peried 8«20 July, 211 of Company Gfs S-ton dwmp
trucks were OPCON to the 511th Ingincer Co (PR) ot CHU Lol for rock haul operations
Tor Ol-1 base cpurse. ’

it the cind of the report period the ermpletion of six bunkers at CHU L.l for
CLLC had been zccomplisked. In addition, 406 fect of revetment wall was installéd
around the 27th Surgical Hospital. » defensive pcrimeter sector for LZ SMOOPY had
been comploted. Work on LZ HaX included the placing of 35 CY fill for drainaere and
dsfensive work, and the installation of 263 rolls of barbed wire, and 103 rells of
concertime. Lend cléaring operations included a totsl area of 308,500 sruare yards
cleared and the destruction of 12 enemy tunnels ond 26 enemy filghting pesitions.
The peneprime operation initiated at 1.7 1inX for the purpose of decreasing mining
incidents cevered 2 km of road and uscd 10,000 gallons of peneprime. Bridges NL1-
102 and 0L1-L03 wére begun and completed. A total of 5L feet of OMP was installed
on NL-1, and 18 cublc yards of concrete were placed. o total of 1,034 cubic yards
of £111 and 921 cubic yards of rock were hauled during the report period.
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CONFHBENTIAL

Throughout the report period, Company D was lecated at LZ COLDIE, At the bepine
ning of the report period the Quarry Scctior of the 517th Engincer Company (LE), -
First Platoon, 511th Engincer Company (PB), Third Platoon, 630th Ensincer Company
(L&) and the Heavy Hquipment Platoon, Headguarters Company, 39th Enpineer Battalion
(Combat) were under the operstional control of Company D. The zssigned missions of
Company D wire the completion of the subbase to modificd MaCV standerds for (L-i
from Bridge QL1-414 (BS6L2745) north ©f NUANG NGAI to the SONG VE River (RS695635);
the application of the base rock on NL-1 from Fridge NL1-414 to south of MO DUC Dis-
- trict Headguarters, BS740525; tho repair of enemy damage and the maintenance of all

bricres and culverts from LZ GOLDIL north to Bridpge Bridre OL1-4143 daily minesweceps
from LZ GOLDIL to QUANG MGaI (2 distance of 6 km); daily operationsl sweeps of the
LZ GOLDIE perimeter; the - operetion and security of Li Ha Borrow Pit; the operation
and sécurity of the GOLDIE Quarry, and the security of the job sites along Ol-1.

Be (C) Activities of Company D

During the report period increascd emphasis was placed on défcnsive fortifica-
tions and LZ improvements. On 22 May, the major portion of the subgrade on Hiptway
(l-1 was completsd from Pridge OL1-414 to the SONG VE River. The GOLDTE Mparry he-
camc fully eperational during May with the production of blast rock. 4 consolidated
mess hall for LZ GOLDIE was censtructed and a very successful Voluntary Informant
Progrem (VIP)wes initiated. Enemy activity during May was heavy with incidents in-
velving mines, snipers =nd mortar sttacks. In order to improve the dcfense of L7
GOLDIE; Company D installed and maintained & perimcter lighting system consisting
of & 100 KW generator and 500 wott flood lights, In addition, 200 meters of triple
standard concirtina, 500 metirs of tanglefoot, and 100 meters of double apron fence
were conebructed. s total of 10,000 sandbags were Tilled and placed on living/fipht—
ing-and gwerd bunkers. In an ¢ffort to improve the overall facilities at LZ COLDIE,
8 amme bunkers, 2 demo bunkers, 2 latrines, 2 platoon tool rooms, 1 EM club, 1 greese
rack for the moter pool and a 10,000 gallon POL bladder were constructed in addition
to the ccnsclidated mess hall, '

There were 45 infantry-type operntional sweeps ceonducted by Company D during
May. Deily nincsweeps of OL-1 and the access road to Li llh Borrow Pit were condue-
ted. In addition Compeny D cpened, secured, and opercted the LA Hi Pit,

) At the GOLDIE fuarry, 3,150 cubic yards of 2 inch minus rock were produced for

al—1. The crusher (75 TPH) at the GOLDIL ruarry was supplied with blast rock pro=
duced by jack hammers. Because the rock formation wes made up of large boulders,.
2 face could not bhe developed.

During liay, approximately 23,000 cubic yards of fill and 16,000 cubic yards of
base rock were placed and compacted on 0L-1. Appreximately 260,000 gallons of water
were used in the compaction. ' S

On 11 May, the First Plotoon of the 511th Ingineér Company (PB) left LZ GOLDIE
and on the 15th of Kay the Third Platoon of thc 630th Engincer Company (LE) departed,

A VIP wae initisted on 18 May and proved to be extrenely successful. From 18w
29 May a total of 45,000 piasters were peid for ordnance turned in under the pro-
gram. The locations of nine anti-vehicular mines were pointéd out in one day.
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Brieny activity decreased during June with only 7 incidéents, but the severity of
ineidénts increased. On 16 June the bypass at Bridge “L1«411 (BSE7LE6TT) was com=
pletely destroyed by cnemy explosives. On 19 June, Company D receivéd three ine-
coming mortar rounds and appreximabtely 200 rounds ‘of small arms fire. Negative cas~-
ualties resulted,.

Under civic action, an irrigation canal system was started for local farmors and
150 meters of canal was cxcavated. A total of 40O cubic yards of fill was f=tled
to the (al Dai Church. a total of 20,000 square feet of rice paddies were r.-onstire-.
ted for fermers arownd LZ GOLDIE. A1l these projects were in the TU NGHIA T strich.

During June, a total of 7,000 sandbags were filled and pla:ed on living/fightins:
bunkers and. five living/fighting bunkers were renovated. Also 250 trip flares weve
installed on the LZ perimcter and brush and weeds were cleared from & total of 100,
000 saquare meters. A tool room, supply room, maintenance pad.:nd building, wash
shed for the mess hall and two demo bunkers were constructed. The access road
bridge at LZ GOLDIL was restored and a complete drainage system constructed. A dee-
troyed Bailey Bridge bypiss at QLi-411 was removed and replaced using two eadn 50
inch culverts, 36 feet long and 1,000 CY of £ill. Also, 2,500 sandbags were filled
and placed for headwalls. : :

The 0l-1 upgrade projeéct continued to receive the major effort of Company D.
A total of 12,900 cubic yards of base rock were placed and compacted on the ~UANG
NGaI to SONG VE River section of the. project. This section of the project was come... -
pleted on 23 June 1969. T adcition 2,000 cubic yards.of fill were placed along
the project in finel rinishing operations: & total of 254,000 gallons of water were
utilized in the caompaction effort. The GOLDIE Quarry produced 3,085 cubic yards of
2 ineh minus bass roek in June. - '

The upgrade of OL-1 continued in July with emphasis on the. southem half of the
project (SONG: VE River to MO DUC). Seven new guerd positions wsre constucted on the
perimeter at LZ GOIDIE using 10,000 "sandbags. An additional 200 meters of triple
standard concertina were constructed on the perimeter. The civic zction program
was contirnucd with the construction of 150 additionel meters of irrigation cznal,

At Bridges OL1-412,411,410D, 408, 407, L06, end 405, new approaches were cone
structed and fill was placed around wingwalls. FBlast rock and fill werc used to
widen the shoulders in the QUANG NGaI to SONG VE section of the project. 4 total
of 10,000. cubic yards of fill was used during July. 4 total of 12,885 cubic yards
of base rock was plaeed on the.southern half of the project and a total of 248,000
gallons of water were utilized in compaction. At this point the apvplication of base
rock extended into 2 section of Nl-1 known as "SNIPER'S GAP", This is an ares of
intense enemy activity. In this section two platoons were used to.provide seenrity,
for the constuction. work force. '

During July, 3,690 cubic yards of crushed rock were produced at the GOLD E owerry
Reinfall curtailed operation for-twelve days during July. :

Nine enemy- initiated incidents were encountered curing July. Six of these took
place in the two weeks of work ir. "SNIPER'S GaP", The two most serious occurred on:-
16 July: when two.5-bon dump trucks hit mines and were combat: losses. Three eniisted
men were WIE as 2 result. On-19 July, theiwerk and sccurity partics were ambushed
as they returned from the job site with negative casualties.
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By the end of the report period, Company D had completed a total of 19.5 km=of”
the total 24,8 km of the OL-1 project.. Security and safety continuved to be stresseds.
The very suécessful civie action and VIP programs were being: continued and thes -
GOLDIE. Querry was preparing for-a sustained maximum. production period.

9. (C) Activities of the 137th Engincer Company {(Light Eouipment)

Throughout - the - report psriod, the 137th. Engincer - Company~(LE) was located.atzLZ...
MAX and administratively attached to the  19th En inecr-Battalion. The missionzof?
the Company was“the upgrade of QL= from:MO DUC %BS?LOSzS)' to. DUC .PHO (BS805382)...
When, on7 June 1969, this arca became the responsibility of the 39th Engineer:
Battalion, the 137th Engincer- Company- (LE). was: placed under- the operational. control..
of the 39th Ingineer Battalion to continue its upgrade-missions. o -

The upgrade of the-16.0 km of Ql-1 betwsen MO DUC and DUC PHO consisted of'. come--
pleting the subbase and placing base rock in preparstion for-pavings - The subbases
was compléted on 3 July with 25,037 €Y £il1l being hauled between 7 June: and. the: comes
pletion date. Prior to the start’ of base rock placement,. additional.f 111 and: comse-
paction wes reauired for-the repair of watér damage. Aprreximately 9 lan of this:
area was scarified, graded, sprayed with water and. recompacted.. On 16 July,.the--
137th Engineer Company began assisting in the placement of base rock in: thesvieinity:
of DUC PHO in conjunction with the rock laydowm:operations of the-19th Engineer-
Battalion, The rock was houled  from the crusher site.at LZ LOWBOY and had been: coms-
pleted for 4.8 km of OL-1 north of DUC PHO when the report period ended. o

On 16 June 1969, the 137th Engincer Company (LE) began the urprade of the-helie.
pad toxiway at: DUC PHO. The project consisted of scarifying, groding, recompacting:: -
and treating with MC-30 a 2,800 foot taxiway which had become rutted and. pittedzwithe
pot holes. Progress continued ewen though the taxiway was not closed to inesming:
and outgoing helicopter traffic at any time. The pregreéss was.stopped several. times
due to higher priority demands on the bituminous distributor: At the end ofthes
peériod, the project was 70% complete. ' : : :

During the. report period, enemy activity was light,. with 2 KIr and-3 WIAg;t.akénht‘:s )
in 2 mining incdident on 14 Julys.

st the wnd of the. report period,. the: 137th Engineer-Company {LE) had:2:signifiz..
cant projects in progress. The unit was continuing to prepire the subbase of OLwd..
from MO DUC +o DUC PHO and placing-base rock:in.conjunction with: the 19th:Engineers
Battalion, The Company was also in the process of completing the helipad at- DUCT
PHO. : =

10. (C) Activitics of the 511th Engineer-Comapny-(PB)

A%t. the beginning-of the report period, the.first platcon the.the. 511th. Eigineer:
Company was” loented at CHU LAI.{BT534036): with.the mission of ‘suprorting-the:3%ths. -
Engineer Battalion., On 15 May 1969, the first platoon: rejoined the. company: hezdss
guarters at F.S.B. BaSTOGNE. under the control of the 27th: Engineer-Fattalions. Obx
11 June: the. first platoon: retiurned:to: CHUZLAL. o ber fo)lowed: by -therheadovarbterssands:
scéond platoonvon-26 Jime. THe:compeny romained -sttached toothe - 39th-EngineeryBata.,
talion from 26 June-through-thé-end of“the:report: periods. The: missionsoffthesfivrgts
platoon prior-to 15" June. was:hauling subbase:to. 0OL-1 between: OUANG: NG&IL and-thes ..
SONG Vi River;. Upon returnto:the: 39th-Engineer Battalion.ther company: assummed: thes
mission of operating the rock haul. convoy from-CHU LAIL.
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During the period 1 Moy to 15 May, the first platoon continued operating under
the Heavy Equipment Platoon of the 39th Engincer Battalion. The mission was the
completion of the subbase on OL—1 from NUANG NGaI to SONG VE Rivers During this.

15 day period, appoximately 26,000 CY of fill were hauled- from La Hik Pit-to the roads.
With the project within one week of completion, the platoon-relocated to F.7.B.- :
BASTOGNE rejoining their parent wnit.,

In carly June, the nced arose for the additional hauling capabilities by the 39th
Engineer Battalion to haul base rock from CHU IAT to OL-1 south of NUANG NGAI ,
The first platoon returnsd to CHU LAI on 11 June followed by the remainder of the
unit on 26 June. &t this time the compeny assumed responsibility for-the rock .
haul convoy, using trucks from Companies A, B, and C of the 39th Engineer Battalion,
the 137th Ingincer Company (L) and the.511th Engineer Company (PB), uhile

_ operating the mock haul convoy, a total of 27,300 CY of reck were hauled to the

base rock laydown site, appraximately 48.0 km south of CHU LAT.

During Operations with the 39th Engineer- Battaliom, the 511th Engincer Comrany
(PB) wes involved in little ehemy action. Although the unit vehicles have been ine-. -
volved in several. sniper incidents, the unit has taken no casualties or demage- due .
o enemy cetivity., At the end of the period, the 511th Engineer Company (PB) con—
tinued the operation of the rock haul and remained committed tc the completion of
base rock placeument of Ql-1. :

B. (C) Intelligence

1. {C) Reconnaissance:

During the report period, the Battaion Reconnaissance Section provided the necess
sary route informaticn in order that the battalion could plan its future route main-—
tonance and apgrade programs.

" n Battalion Representative flew a daily helicopter reconnaissance of (L-1 in the
Battzlion's 40, checking for enemy damage. Through this early morning reconnaige
since, information was ruocelved at Battalion Headouarters early enough in the day
so that plans could be made. for repair-of any road or bridge demage. Brior-to the-
battalion's begiming & road repair or major upgrade -project, the reconnaissAnces:
section made either an acrial or ground reconnaissance of the project. Based on
the information gathered, the plan for the project and the necessary materials could.
be determined. During th: peried, 82 aerial recons, 36 ground recons, and 29 escort
missions were made of rautes in the battaliom's AC. '

2. (C) Inemy Activity:

‘Durin; the report poriod enemy activity continued throughout the month of May.,
reaching the high point during the middle of the month. During June enemy activity
continued with a2 high point zgain. in the middle of the month. During the month of.
July, enemy activity decreased and remained at moderate level through the end of the:
report period.. :

(2) Mines:: During the report:-period the:battalion encountered 48 mines withins
its 40.. The majority of these mines consisted of bamboo-type firing: devices,. flashe.
light batteries:and an electrical blasting-cap attached to explosives.. Charges
ranged in sizes  from 15 to 40 pounds.. & total of 16. mines were detcnated durding:




this report period, resulting in 3 US WIA. Vietnamese casualties due to mines. durs.

ing the report period were 32 KIA and 60 WIA. 'The following-is & breakdown: of mines:.
detected versus mines detonated: o

~ MONTH DETECTED DETONATED TOTAL

 May 19 2 21
June ’ 5 7. 12
July 8 L 15
Total 32 ., 18 . ‘*_‘,3-,

(b) Booby Traps: During this period the battalion encountered & boocby trapss.
In ohe instance, & 105mm round was detonated on the shoulder ‘of the road, resulting-
in 2 WIa., The following is a breakdown of booby traps by month:

MONTH DETECTED . DETONATED TOTAL
May ' 4 1 5
June 0 0 )
July | 1 | o 1
Total g 1 A 6.

(¢) Other enemy initiated activities during the report period were &s followse

TYPE MAY © JNE JULY TOTAL.
Sniper Attacks 8 7 | 7 22
Ambushes: 7 L - 5 16
Mortar Attacks 14 5 | 2 21
Bridges Blown 0 1 0 1
Culverts Blown 3 6 ' 1 10
Ground Frobes. 2 2 S TR L.

Road Obstacles: 0 1 | L 5

Of particular interest is one ground attack on-LZ SNOOPY on: 12 May 1969: At 025027
12 May' 69; coordinates:BS700697,. Company C.received. 15 rounds: of RPG.end rocket: fires..

A ground attack was-alsor initiated with: explosives to cut: perimeter-wires. THe:Firset:.
Platoon area was penetrated in two.places... The:-sige.of ther attacking: force was=1hl;,..
consisting of 4 36 'man teams, as indicated in captured. documents,.Teams. attacked-
from four different directions. Communication. field wire was layed-around the base::

e e _ nkg i.: . | ;;;



of the hill to coordinate sttack. {Captured documents were considered to be attack
plan}. Twenty-three enemy KIa were confirmed, - Two PW's were captured, 6 AK-L7's,.
2 rocket launchers; 2-B40 rockets and 200 hand grenades were also: captured:s US
losses -~ 3 KIA and 10 WIA.

3. (U) Weather d-ta: During the report period, rainfall was moderate. The month
of June showed the most significant amourt. Rainfall by month was as follows:

HONTH RAINFALL

May _ . .12

June ’ 5.09 ’

July | 3.83 ,
Total . 9.04 .

C. (C) Casuslties:

During the report perioé, the battalion suffered the following casualties:

HHC 0 3 0
Co & 0 2 0
G B 2 1y 0
Co C 4 : 11 0
Co D 0 0 0
511th 0 0 0
630th 8. 0 o
Tetal 6 27 0

D. (U) Operations and Trainings

1. (U) During the report period, the battalion worked a normal six~and-one-half-day:

work week. Time was. allotted on “undays for mandatory training, religious services,.

and maintensnce of ecuipment. A total of 190 hours of mandatory training was:cone-

ducted by the battalion. In addition to Tool Box Safety lectures and daily moter-

stebles, one. hour per-week was-allotted to maintenance:and safety training.. Fours

- potential coreer~NCOYs attonded the combat-1eadership: course:conducted: by: the- Amerde.
cal Division Combzt Center, compared to three during the” previous. report period,. A« .

" total” of “179" new-in-country personnel attended the. americal Replacement Training-

Center  during, the pericd. ' ' B : : '
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CONEIDENTIAL

. {U) During the report period, units of this battalion were engaged in 5L comw-
pany days of direct ccmbat support operations. Thé remaining time was spent on: con--
struction tasks not directly related to combat operations.

E. (U) Moverents:
t. Company Moves:

(a) 1 May, Headauarters and 1 Equipment Platoon, 630th Engineer Ccmpany (LE)
from LZ GOLDIE (BS680658) to GIA IE {Detached from 39th).

(b) 3 My, Company € (<) from LZ SNOOPY (BS700607) to CHU LT (BT534036).

(e) 15 May, 511th Engineer Company (PB) (~) from LZ GOLDIE (BS6£0658) to GIA'LE.
(Detached from the 39th).

{d) 7 June, Company € (=) from CHU LaI (BT53h036) to LZ MAX (%763&72) with
Third Platoon reloca‘bed from LZ SNOOPY (BS700607) to LZ MAX (58763472) }

(e} 26 June, 511th Fngineer Company (PB) (-) from GIA LE to CHU LAT (BT534036).
(Attached to 39th) .

2. Platoon Moves:

- (a) 12 May, First Platoon, Company C from LZ SNOOPY (BS700607) to CHU LAI (BT~
534036) . .

(b) 12 May, Third Platoon, Comparmy C. from CHU LAIL (BF534036) to LZ SNOOPY (RS
700607) . '

. \(c) 2 June, Second Platoon, Company G from CHU LaI (BT53L036) to L7 MAX (RS763
2). :

(d) 4 June, First Platoon, Company C from CHU LaI (BT534036) to L7 MAX (BS763
472) .

(e) 7 June, Second Platoon, Company A from LZ GOLDIE (BS680658) to LZ.SNOOPY.
{BS700607) . _

(£) 7 June, First Platoon, 511th Ingineer Company (PB) from GIA IE to CHU LAI
(BT53L036) . (Attached to 39th).

(g) 15 June, -Second Platoon, Company A from LZ SNOOPY (BS700607) to LZ GOLDIE
(Bs680658) . -

(h) 15 June, First Platoon, Company B from LZ DOTTIE.(BS627856). to Lz ‘SHOOPY
(BST700607) .

F. (C) Supply:

1. (U) Ceneral: During the report period the battalion supvly section remained: .
with Battalion Headouarters at CHU LAI. All supply suoport for- commanies A,.B;.and
D was provided through the Rattalion Supply Section. Company C was' completely:sup--
plied through the Battalion Sunply Sectiom wntil 7 June 1969 when Company-C was:
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pelocated to LZ MAX and began receiving (léss I, III, and V support from the FSA
at DUC PHO, 41l other support was provided by the Eattallon Supply Section.

2. (U) Logisties Support: Logistics support was provided by the following orpan--
ivations: \

(a) 23rd Supply and Transpeort Battalion, located at CHU LAIL, organic to' the
americal Division.

(b) 588th Maintenance Company (DS}, loecated at CHU LAI, orpanic to the 80th
General Support Group.

{c¢) 596th Maitenance Company (IM)}, located at CHU LAI, orpandc to the £0th
General Supm 1t Group..

(d) 295th Ordnance Company (Ammo}, located at CHU LAI, and DUC PHO organic to
the 336th Ordm nce Battalion at Da NANG.

3. (C) Several major-items of e_quipnent were received during the renort pericd which
greatly assisted the battalion in the perfommance of its assigned mission. The “ol-.

lowing list of ecuipment trensitions refléct greater on-hand balance at the end of
the report pericd:

NCMENCLATURE BEGINNING BaLANCE TIRNED IN RECEIVED END. EAIANCE
Tractor, D7E | 7 L Y , 10
Truck, Dunp ; 38 . 9 17 L6
Greder 2 1 2 3
Detector Set 38 _. | 11 22 49

Gen Set 3 KW o _ ‘ 0 3 3
Gen Set 5 KW o R 0 1 2
Compressor 250 CRM 0 : 0. 5 5
Rifle M1641 13 ’ 0 78 -k

L. (C) Critical shortages of ecuipment within the battalion and attached comraniés-
continued to hamper operational. capabilities. These shortages are:

(a) Truck Tractor, 10 Ton b
(b) Water Purification Set ' S
{¢) Semitrailer; 25 Ton 2
(d)' Distributor, Bituminous , | 1

(&) Truck, Utility i Ton 7
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(£) Truck, Cargo, 3/4 Ton 6

(g) Truck, Cargo, 2% Ton 5

(h) Truck, Dump, 5 Ton 9

. During the report period, the OQuarry operation at 12 GOLDIE. was hampered because. of
a shortage of rock drills and blasting supplies. Rock drilling ecuinment was:finale.
ly received and an additional allocation of det-cord was approved. 4 shortage of

dynamite existed throughout mueh of the period.

5. (C) Combat losses during the period were:

FSN NOMENCLaTURE . [BA/SER. OTY DATE
2320-055-9262 Truck, Dm_g), 5-Ton 5D3875 1 9 Jun 69°
1005-673=7965 Pistol, Cal 45 10953 14. 1 12 Jun 69
1005-589-1271 Rifle, M-k 997561 L. 12 May-69-

R 1241578 e
1000721
1002103
2320-055—926% Truck, Dump, 5-Ton 53777 - 3 17 Jul &9
| 5F5306
S5F7527

6. (U) During the repcrt period the baitdlion operated water-points at seven diffe—.
rent locations: CHU LaI, LZ DOTTIE,. LZ GOLDIE, LZ SBOO™Y, LZ MaX, TaM KY: and: HAWE:
HILL. At the begimming of the report period four units were in cperation at CHU
LaI, LZ DOTTIE, L7 GOLDIZ and LZ SNOOPY with a total output of 31,000 gallonsvof
water daily. On 15 May 1969, the water point located at LZ. SNOOPY was relocated

to HaWK HILL in support of the 1/1 Caw, organic to the ~merical Division. Om: 20"
May 1969, the water point was relocated from HatK HILL to TaM KY in direct suoport:
of 1st Brigcde, 101st sairborne Division (aM). On & July 1969, the water point-a¢
T}, KY was turned in for support maintenance and retrograded. During the periods.:
it was in support of the 101st airborne Division (iM). The daily output averaged” 125,
000 gellons. On7 July 1969, the water point loczted at' CHU LaIwas relocated:to.
LZ MaX in support of Company @. ~t the end of the report period three water points.
were in operation at LZ DOTTIE, LZ COLDIL and 17 MAX with a total. daily outpubtzof-
22,000 gallons.,

G. {U) Maintenance:

e (U) The mointenenece program has shown continued effectivencss during the rerorts
reriod. The overall deadline rate .for the perid was 129:0%, This is a slight .increase:
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over last period!s rate of 11.7%. With the length of the Battalicn's A0, it has..
been found necessary to employ a Mainbtenance team forward at LZ GOLDIE, Supnorbmg
the battalion in cngineer and ordnance assistance in that area. The team.consists
of four eng:meers and four ordnance mechanics with two NCC superviscors. The batta.
lion's mission reguired the hauling of rock over a 60 mile roupd. trip.- Onmost- daya-
there are three such trips mode, totaling over 200 miles of driving per day per ~
truck. slthough the-largest. section of.the haul is over=good roads,. the deadline- -
rate of 5=tons is reflecting the high daily mileage rate.

2. (U) Suprort: During the rc port period the battalion changed its direct sumrort
unit from the 588th D.S. Lompany to the 595th IM Company. The change was due to
the guantity of ecouimment being processed through.the 588th was more than cculd be

effectively hendled. Te relocation of the 596th to the CHU Ll ares has shortcned
the time of esquipment in shop waiting process:.ng.

3. (U) Prescribed Load List (PLL) and Repair Parts Summery. Follovung is a smnmarr '

of the PLL stockage level md reguisitioning data during the report peried:

(a) PLL.. The overall zero balance of PLL line items for the battalion at the

end of the report period was L2%. This represents a one per cent reduction in-zero-
balance PLL line- items over the last report peried. .

(b) Requisitioning: | Regular Réauisitions * Red Ball Beguisitions
. Number submitted 720 33
Cancelled ' 78 | : 3
Filled 125 10
Per cent Filled . 19 | 33

The above percentages arc based onthe uncancellcd recquisitions and represent & de~
crease of 12 per cent from the previcus:report period in: the fill of regular reoui—
sitions and a decrease of 8 per cent in the fill of Red Ball Reouisitions. '

H. (U) Megdical:

During thoe eariy part of this report period, ntmerous personnel of this unit
housed at the CHU Lal Base Camp became 311 with "GaSTROENTERITISY at near cnldemlc
proportions.

The first phase of troeatment was routine asymntomatice for:2h hours, w1th NO. Tews
sponse to the treatment.. Stool samples were taken con all. patients for-culture and.
sensitivity; oval.and porasites, with negative:findings in all but two cases, Tn:
cases where weakness and dehydrationr occurred patients werc placed on cuarbers withe
liguid diet and 4000 units of IV fluids introduced ower 2 twelve hour period. When:

these naticnts roeturned to normal actlv:.ty the symptcms and diarrhea reoccurred
‘somewhat milder:

all mess facilities, clubs, and theartsrs-were closed and thoroughly.cleancd and:-
chocked. The. water systamn was checked and the chlorine content increased.. Milk was:




eliminatcd from the diet for those persons with diarrhea.

after o study of all.laboratory"'tcsts and the duration of each case and the
absence of any organisms, it was suggested that this was Viral in nature ang was:
to be treated nSIMPTOMATIC. ‘

During the report reriod the Battalion Medical Section continued its efforts:
to improve the hcalth and sanitation of ths command. The Medical Sect? on- sarved
as a ccordinator for supplies and ¢cuipment to insure that all unit teams, whether-
assigned or 2ttached, maintained a uniform level of supplies and souimment as-Hut—
lined in US.RV. Reg 40-22,

I. (C) Civic action:

1. (U) Civic Action: During this period a total of 46 man days of civie action
assistance was rendered. The projeécts included the improvement of BINH LIN' Churchs
construction of a dispensary (20'x32' Ska hut) for the QUANG NG4I Orphanspe; and. . .
the construction of an irrigation canal for the farmers in the TU NGHIs District.
Various othcr small ecivic action nrojects were accomplished, accounting for:am ex--
nediture of 243,300 $VN. Donations:of over 2,000 BF of lumber, 1,078 pounds of CGe-
ment, 300 pouds of clothes, and 2,500 pounds of food were used to heln refugees
and loeal civilians who had lost their homes and belongings due to eénemy activity-
in the area.. - . :

2. {C) Voluntary Informant Program: During the revort period turn-ins under-the:
Voluntary Informant Program amounted to a total of L60,700 $VN. During this: rerort
period expenditurcs have dropped from previous report periods due to a 70% cutback-
in available funds. The following is a breakdown of turn-ins:

IIPE - MAY JUE ~ JULY TOTAL
" Mines 66'. I3 1 71
Grenades 245 106 39° 390
LOmme- M=79 108 52 26 186
60mm Rds | 114 €3 7 21k
g1mm Rds - 33 ' 55
105mn Rds 23 1 1 38
~ 155mar Rds- 5 2 0 7
4.2" Rds’ ke 12 1 27
Othier- Ordriance {-AK-47  1-Sibchel O 3
B 1=SK85: Charge
Piasters Paid 282,900 123,100 53,900 460,700
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fSection II (C) Lessons Learned: Commanders Observations, Evaluations, .and Recom--
mendations T T

A, Personncl: ‘Hone.
B. Operations:

1. (C) Stand-off for RPG Rounds

(a) Observation: Often the enemy is able to get close enough to the LZ perl—
meter, wmndetected, to use RPG rounds against living/fighting: bunkers.

(b) Evaluation: Since it is extremely difficult %o detect the cnemy before he
gets in range to use RPG rounds, a protective measure should be used, Use of chain
link fence 10-15 feet in front of 1;v1ng/f1ght1ng bunkers acts as a_ sband-cff in de—
tonating RPG rounds.

(¢) Recommendation: ~= an effective defense against RPG rounds, a chain link
- fence should 1% erected in front of all 1 ving/fighting bunkers. .

2. (U} Midening of Existing Bridees to MACV Standards

{a) Obser'vat'_ion:_' ¥hen widening existing bridges to MACV standards it was found |
that the zbutment was 4' to 6' short of recuired width.

(b) Bveluation: To extend abutments to recuired WLGth would recuire: dlsglng ovrt,
the.approach and placing wingwalls. An expedient. method was devised.by driving an. .
extra pile in line with the abutment, placing the cap, and placing-a short cap:in.
the approach. Short strmgers were then placed between the two caps formmg a ramp.

(¢} Recommendatlm: ‘I‘he ex:.stl'ng ‘abutments and wmgwalls should be left intacty
anc an additional pile driven to accommodate the larger cap. This saves time and
e¢ffort and does not result in a declassification of the bridge, (See T lustration 2)

3¢ (U) End Bits on D7E Dozer

(a) Observation: When working in a blast pit with a D’?'“ dozer, the end'bits )
tend to wear cut in a matter of 10 to 14 days.

(b) Evaluation: The constant pushing on. large rocks in a blast pit tends.to
wear out the bottom and side sdge of the end bits on the D7E.

(C) Recormendation: A reinforced end bit should be constructed by cutting an-
L-shaped piece of metal from a used =nd bit and welding this on to the new end ‘b:l.‘l:mw
The welded portien should extend below and to the side c¢f the ncormal &nd bit

4. (C) Protection A,czamst Grenades and Satchel Chargesg -

(a) Observation:y It was noted durmg recn—,nt attacks:that a number- of casualtles

have resulted from sabchel charbf-,s s pc,rcussmn and fragmentation granades be,lng
thrown into living bunkers. : :

(b) Evaluation: When living and flght:mg bunkers were incormnorated into the:
s2me structure for the purpose of increasing-LZ.Defenses, it reculred Lthat all per-
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sormel live and physically occupy the protective bermm surrounding an-LZ..- When-the-
snemy attackers gain any penetration at all, thcy are immediately able to throwrex<:-

plosives into bunkers while having to cover a minimum distance from:-the protective-
wire,

(¢) Recommendetion: To reduce this threat, £" or-3" wire mesh cam be: firmly:
attached to the top of the bunker and slanted awey  from the bunker-at:a 459 angles.
The mesh must be tight and securely anchored to prevent objects from-being thrown:.
through the wire and to cause any objects on the wire to roll off the wire-to:a.safe:
area in front of the bunker or a sump hole cut  around the bunker. When erecting-this

- wire mesh,. precautions must be taken-to avoid limiting required fields of” ﬁ.re a.nd

effectwcm.s..» of weapons used by the personnel. in. the bunker.

5. (U) Decreasing Treadway Wear on Tmeer Bridges

(a) Obs urvatlon After moderate use of & new timber bridge the treadway* and
decking tend to loosen and split.

(b) Evaluation: The deterioration of the treadway and decking is -paused-by-the-
settling of the approaches below the level of the treadway. As vehicles driveronto-
or off the bridge, they must go over the small "curb! created between the road:-and:
abutment level, which causes a Jolting effect.

(c) Recommendation: 'l’o prevent this damage, & plece‘ of 23me2in angle irom: cern

‘be placed over the edge and secured to the bridge. This can more adeouately secure”

the treadway to the decking and prevent such-dsmage. Although this method is ef—
fective, it will not eliminate the need for-adecuate ccmpactlon or-periodic: replace=-
ment of fi11 om the avproachway.

6. (U) Mileage Discrepancy for h:LneSWeep Proof Vehlcles.

(a) Observation: There is.a discrepancy bc.’t.Ween the actual mileage and the: re--
corded mileage on all proof (backwp) vehicles: used.with minesweeps.

(b) Evaluation: When a vehicle leaves a compound; it backs down: the road: for=
the length of the minesweep and then returns té. the conpound. There-is:practically-
no mileage added to the odometer. Actually there is dbuble the mileage traveled:for:
the partcular mineswep. Trm ble begins when mileage and-fuel. consumption are:re~
corded in the log book. :

(¢) Recommendation: Twice the minesweep m:.‘l.eage should be added to a-leronrf

(back up) vehicles used on minesweeps, This corrected mileage should be recordedin: -

the log bcokeven though the odometer dees not indicate these mllea.ge flsures.r

7. {(U) Road Constructlon in V:Llla;res

(a) Observation: When constructing a road through a village where the: roadvra;y
is close tec the front of houses, it has bheen noted that the day. following: placement
of £ill, the i‘:ll was removed from the s:Ldes and shoulders of the roadi. -z

(b) Evaluation: ‘I“na problem encountered was: that. the. Vietnamese peoplesweres
taking the fill from. the sides and shoulders of ‘the road. Repair-of t.his da.magev
caused an unscheduled delay and additiomml fill.:
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(c) Recomendatian: A 59 woste factor should be used in calculating the amount of

fill required through & village and cr\ns:Ldorat.mn given in scheduling this type of =
oro ject.

g.. (U) 250 Air Compressor

(a) Observation: It has been noticed that the oil pah orl the~25‘0 ‘CFM AwCom.-» .
pressor has a tendency to crack around the drain plug.

(b) Whentowing a 250 CFM air compressor especially on rough road or off the road, -
the oil pan. is casily cracked or damaged. The repair or replacement of the oil’ pan-
is authorized at general support lcvol only. .

{c) Recommendation: Care should be taken when towing over rough terrain to pre—
vent shock to the compressor and to prevent the oil. pan-from scraping any ebjects.

9. (U) 75 TPH Eagle Model 5157 Rock Crusher

(a) Obscryation: The footer on thé gear reduction assembly to which the turnm
tuckle is attached for the pan fecder will break when subjected tc a sudden shock,
This will cause. severe damdge to the gear reduction assembly. :

{v) Evaluction: By reinforcing the footers, the production is improved due o
the fact thet reinforcement prevents damdge to vital parts of the gea.r reducer as-—.
sembly.

(¢). Recommendation: Immediate steps should be taken om 211 crushers’ of this
model to reinforece the footers. Two ways to reinferce the footers are to re'olace the
footers with angle iron or to arc weld the old footers in hlace. '

.10, (U) Towing "Vehicles

(a) Uoservation: It has been observed that the center wsection of a bumper-has
been used to tow vehicles. : '

(b) Eveluation: The center section of a bumper is not designed to he used in
towing vehicles and many vehicles have been damaged because personnel have tried to
use bumpers in. this manner.

(¢) Recommendaticn: If 2 vehiclé is under any kind of stress or resistance,
even thetow pindles and sheackles should not be used but the llnes should be fast-~
ened directly to the frame.

1. {C) Anchorage of Concertina

(a) ObSEWthlOIl;: It has been obserwved that the- concertina around Landing Zones
and. Fire Support Bases can be casily- r&:.sed if not anchored down,

{v) Evaluat:.on' By placing short plckets beétween the long plckets the concerw.
tina can be effectively fastened to the ground. \

(c) Recommendation: Concertina wire can be- fastencd to the pround effectively
if short. pickets are placed. between long pickets and wire is used to tie the concer-
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tina tc short pickets thus preventing the concertina from redne Tifted.

12. (C) .50 Caliber Guard Sunkers

) (a) Ouservation: 01& conexes that are going t~ be salvaged cmn he converteds
into execellent .50 caliber guard bunkers, :

(v) Evaluetion: .. The conex is positioned in the perimeter-berm and firine
ports cut out. Iorts should be constructed in front and both sicdes. The herm=is>
pushed up to.the bottom of the firing ports. Sandhags are then- used to commleterthe .
runker.  aninimumof four layers cover the top. Remaining ‘sides and the aressahoves
the firing rorts are-then sandbagrod. The berm is placed around one of the-~oors~
ané allows aceess to the bunker. & blast wall as high as the bunker-is constructed: -
of sandbags approximately two feet behind the bunker to protect the entramce.

{¢) Recommendetion: These bunkers are- field expedients, recuire fewer manhours:
to construct, provide excellent field of vision for-the guards; inerease valuesof”
overhcad cover, reduce the use 2nd are portable. ' '

13. {C) Chsin Link Fence Defensive Barriers

(2) Gbscrvation: During recent ground attacks, sanpers and NVA have demonstrate.
ed their ability to penetrate standard perimeter-cefenses,

(b) Evaluation: To reduce the threat of enemy penetration into the base:camp-
a cyclone fence can be effectively used. When well fastened to uprights and-an--
chored approximately one foot in the ground. It. provides a barrier difficult: to:get
under, cut or quickly go over. Alsc a chain link fence . approximately 15 feet: im:
front of the bunkers is highly effective against ememy rockets and. RPG!s.

{c) Recommendations: A ditch approximately one foot .deep should be constructed
snd the- fence erected in the ditch. .The-ditch is then: backfilled: to prevent: the:
fence from being pulled away from the: ground. A barbed wire apron- should. be:added:
to both sides of the fence and additional barbed.wire at the-top. Concertinacan:
also be effectively used with this. type- of fence. It:should be-erected. as-highzas.

possible without affecting the visibility or defensive: fire: of the. perimeter-posis
tions. {See Inclosure 3) :

€. (U) Training: None.

D. (U) Intelligence: Utilisation of Interpreters:

1. Observation: Inability of military personnel fo eommunicate with local. Vietne-.
mese hebionals whilc conducting military operations; such as minesweers -and-othérs
assignec miseion, has proven to-be & hindrance to the accomplishment: of the. mizsion.:

2. bvalustion: «RVN inte.rpreterswith'in-' this hattalicn have nroven enormously”
helpful. to: Vietnemese--US Military relations.. . Through! interrreters, the 7 rensope
nel are  made aware of the nroblems. of  the locél people. Tis-elininttue theshate.

Pier: thot -so.ofbenlis enceuntered during égineer operations.

3.. Hecommencdation: All commanders should thorourhly consider the effectiveness-
their units. would possessif cach: unit had interpretors-to help vith Vietnemeses..
amsrican relaticns.. : :




&. (U) Logistics: Lubrication on the 25_Ton Low. Bed: .

1. Cbservation: Fqﬂure, of wheel h\,um_nps onthe M17%a1. Jow bed, semi-trailer is a
constent maintenance probl\,m. T

2. vvaluations Under constant use and when vs.d on. ba 2d roade, the wha.l bearinrs
on a low bed need lutrication more freauently than shown on the lvbe charts. Fail-

ure to frequently lubc the wheel bearings has bewn a source of cxeessive meintenance
and down time.

3. tﬁk—COz’i‘lﬂl\.&’lf ction: To eomkzt these wheel Te rlnr f‘a:l.lures an. ndditionsl rrease
fitting can be imstalled on the outer hub of cach whoel in such. 2 way a8 to mike it
cesily zcecssible to a mechanic., There is o nossibil ity howewer, of over lubrica—
tion. Thercfors only orfanizational mechanies shovld be allowed to scrvice thesc
fittings. This additional fitting has significartly increased the life of the wheel
ncarings.

F. Orpanizations Nene.

. : | ; NG @“‘}Mbél/
3 Incls - Lj//fﬂ' W R (. é/ \, r\yf
as :
Incl 3 wd HQ, DA

THMAS n, CHORMLLY
LTC, CE
Commanding




EB-3 (10 Aug. 69) 1st Ind _ —
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 39th Bngineer: Battalion. {Combat) -
for the Period Ending 31 July 1969 (RCS. CSPOR=65) .

DA, Headquarbers, 45th Engineer Group: (Const) , APO. 96308 20 August: 1969
20: Comanding. General, 18th Bngineer Brigade, ATTN: AVBG-C, ARO 96377
/. The- Operational Report - Lessons Learned-of the-39th- Engineer-
Battalion (Caaba.t.), has. been reviewed ty this headquarters: and.is: .
considered to be an excellent account of the 39th &Eineer;.Bat.talion!al'
activities during the - reporting- period ending 31 July 1969.

2. This headquariters concurs Wi th the observations and recommendations:
of the Battalion Coanmander .




SVES=CC (10 anz 69, 2nd Ind
AT IAT C;ze;-a'tirons_l Jornort off the S%th Ingdueer Jatteiion (Co:nbat) for-
the reriod :nding 31 July 1969, LCI Coirui-65 (R1)

Day -5l Laifiil, 169u 5ChLd. IRIGTL, AFC 96377 ' 1 SEP 1969

.

Tus Soaending Genersl, U.u. amy Vietnam, STTW: AVEGC-DST, AiC 96375

1. This headguerters hes reviewed the (perational .eport - Lessons Learned
for the 39th Lnginecer lkattalion (Combat), as indorsed by:ithe 45th Ingineer
Group (Constj. “he report is considered to.be an excellent account of the
Battaijont!s activities during the reporting period.

Z.  Whds neadcuarters concurs with the obgservations and. recowmendations of
the' Zateciion and Jroup Coumandels., :

J. o L.UI-.I..IS
BG, Usa
Coimanding

e
.

ot
= CdU, L5th ngr Gp
1 = 0L, 39th _ngr Bn
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AVHGC-DST (10 Aug 69) 3d Ind _ .
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 39th: Engineer- Battalion:(Combat) for-
Period Ending 31.July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY,. VIETNAM, APO San: Francisco:
96375. 2. 6 SEP 1963

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPO-P"LD.T’;:.A
APO 96558 . _

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Ope-rationa.l:-Report"—Les sons:
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969-from Headquarters;..
39th Ehgineer Battalion (Combat). _ : '

2. Comments follow:

a.. Reference item concerning.'75 TPH Eagle Model 5157 Rock Crusher',
section II, page 22, paragraph:B9; concur. Welding the "old footers!' in:
place is the preferred method: The installation of angle iron is time-
consuming and should only be done when old footers are damaged to the-
extent that welding will no longer suffice.

B. Reference item concerning "Chain Link Fence Defensive Barriers',
section II, page 23, paragraph Bl3; concur. A careful evaluation must:
be made to determine if the sensitivity of the area:to be secured and:the-
intended duration of occupancy justifies this more costly barrier system:

c. Reference item concerning ''Lubrication on.the 25-Ton Low-Bed",
section I, page 24, paragraph E; nonconcur: Proper-lubrication-pro--
cedures are explained in detail in Chapter-3,. TM.9-2330-211-14, Semi--
trailer; low:-bed: 25 ton, 4 wheel, M172Al,.9 J anuary'1962. This manual:
recommends. lubrication at reduced time-intervals under-unu sual.conditions:
such-as:continued operation:in sand.and dust;. or-extreme hot:weather. An:
Equipment Improvement Recommendation: ghould be-submitted. when=it:is:
felt.that modification would improve: equipmént' operation. The unit-will:
be notified by separate correspondence: of the proper procedures to be:
followed. No further action is required by this or-higher headquarters::

FOR THE.COMMANDER:

. WILSON
LT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General-

Cy furn: _

39th:Engr-Bn:

18th-Engr Bde.
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GPOP-DT (10 Aug 69) 4th Ind (U) '

SUBJECT: Operational Report:of HQ, 39th Engr Bn (Cbt} for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

HQ,. US. Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96358 16 0CT69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development Department of the
Army, Wash:.ngton D G. 20310 .

This“headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

o~

CPY, AGC
Asa AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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