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Waiting four years for something to begin can be grueling and tiresome, yet exciting and 

rewarding! Multiple emotions are elicited throughout such an experience, like waiting to 

graduate, or waiting for your children to graduate, yet such devotion and patience does pay 

off. The Round Lake Management Commission has experienced four years of waiting as well, 

to implement a project that  will benefit the community 

of Round Lake as well as the community of wildlife 

calling the waters home. The natural shoreline 

restoration demonstration  area implementation is our 

graduation ceremony, with the project completion as 

our diploma!  Induction by ILM, a regional ecological 

services firm providing the RLMC with permitting, 

shoreline restoration and native plant installation, the 

vision for Round Lake’s Shoreline Stabilization Project 

will be realized this season. 
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Such a project will ensure the
stabilization of roughly 185 feet of
shoreline at Lake Front Park in
Round Lake Beach. Two stages are
planned to take place over the
course of 12 to 18 months.
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The first stage consists of placing vegetated
geogrids which are intermitted with live
stakes of native plant species to stabilize the
shoreline. Some of these include Red Osier
Dogwood and Button Bush.
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If one has walked the
sidewalk of Lake Front Park
just south of the pier, one
would conclude the shoreline
has eroded dramatically,
with the water endangering
the sidewalk itself.
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The second stage involves
installing coconut fiber
rolls, vegetated with native
plants such as Common
Bur-Reed, Marsh Milkweed,
and Dense Blazing Star
which supports bountiful
blooms and food sources
for pollinators like the
Monarch Butterfly, an icon
for wildlife conservation.
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These techniques will help
protect the land from
further erosion. This
addition to the Lake County
Watershed Development
Ordinance report of Round
Lake as a High Quality
Aquatic Resource equates
to positive impacts, and
something residences of the
area and within the
watershed should continue
to preserve.
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With this stabilization and restoration project
launched, it will not only provide habitat for many
local species, but also demonstrate how private land
owners may also support such ecological and
sustainable practices for Round Lake. Follow our
progress at www.roundlakemanagement.com.
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