
The Difference in Being a Fool and Being Foolish 

 

The fool has an enormous talent to sense the needs of another and then transform himself into 

the kind of person that other person wants. The fool will use his tongue to flatter others, to 

convince them that he alone understands them, and that others have misunderstood them and 

treated them badly.  

They have a fun way about themselves that makes you drop your guard because of your natural 

desire to have fun and feel that you belong. For the fool this is all a show, an act of hypocrisy, 

so that he might gain a temporary goal at the expense of another and then cast off the one he has 

used. 

 

A fool has a great confidence that some find attractive. “The way of a fool is right in his own 

eyes, but he who heeds counsel is wise.” (Proverbs 12:15) He may be bold and love to express 

his opinion, but he does not know where he is going. 

 

One of the great mistakes a person can make is to get in the way of a fool and his folly. “Better 

to meet a she-bear robbed of its cubs than to confront a fool immersed in folly.” (Proverbs 

17:12) 

 

God warns us in many ways not to even try to teach a fool. “Do not speak in the hearing of a 

fool, for he will despise the wisdom of your words.” (Proverbs 23:9) 

 

A fool will threaten you if he perceives that you are getting in the way. He will threaten to 

slander you and will carry out that threat if you do not submit to him. 

 

There is a big difference in being a fool and being foolish. All of us have been foolish and 

learned, but the fool will not. This is the very person that Jesus warned about: “Do not give 

what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their 

feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.” (Matthew 7:6) rdb 


