Calendar At A Glance
Worship Services
Sundays, Mar. 4, 11, 18,, 25
8:30 & 11:00 am
Live with Jesus, 9:45 am
Prayer Group - 6:15 pm
Wednesday, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28
Faith Builders Class - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27
Men’s Open Bible Study - 6 :00 am
Wednesday, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28
Women’s Bible Study - 9:30 am
Wednesday, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28
Chancel Choir & Bell Choir Practice
Thursday, Mar. 1, 8, 15 22, 29
6:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Health Ministry - 7:00 pm
Thursday, Mar. 1
Exercise Class - 1:00 pm
Tuesday, Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27
Thursday, Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
5:00 pm
Sonlight Puppets - 6:00 pm
Thursday, Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Meetings
Church Council - Wednesday
Mar. 21, 7:00 pm
Health Ministry - Thursday
Mar. 1, 6:30 pm
Lay Leadership - Wednesday
Mar. 7, 7:00 pm
Missions - Tuesday
Mar. 6, 7:00 pm
Outreach Committee - 7:00 pm
Wednesday , Mar. 14
SPRC - Thursday
Mar. 15, 6:30 pm
Trustees - Thursday
Mar. 8, 6:30 pm
UMW Meeting - Saturday
Mar. 10, 9:30 am
VBS Planning - Thursday
Mar. 22, 7:00 pm
Studies
Pastor’s Study - Monday, 7pm
Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26
New Members Class - 7 pm
Tuesday, 6,13, 20, 27
Red Bird Team
March 11:Soup Luncheon
March 3 & 4:Fabric Sale
Barista Parlor - March 3
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm.
Featuring The Bull Family Singers

Lakewood Window
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Lakewood United Methodist Church March 2018

For 130 years, the Methodists and their ancestors have been
providing ministries of care to the homeless population of Erie &
NW PA through the Erie United Methodist Alliance (EUMA). Here
is some information about one of their programs-HC4HP.
Physical & mental health issues affect people of all ages, whether
they have a home or not. Persons who are homeless as well as
persons with severe mental illness have a 20-25 years shorter life
span compared to the general public. Sometimes health issues
are a major cause of job loss or separation from family, which can
lead to homelessness. In 2014, Faith Community Nurses (FCN)
and HC4HP (Health Care for the Homeless Partnerships) partnered with EUMA. FCNs volunteer their time and expertise as
they meet with the homeless, listen to their “life stories” and identify their needs, with a primary goal of building trusting relationships, a necessary foundation to base all other assistance. To
facilitate and provide collaborative wholistic healthcare ministry to
the homeless and near homeless, the FCNs provide assessment,
education, treatment, prevention, referrals and assistance in navigating healthcare and social service systems and housing assistance.
In order to best serve this population, the FCNs collaborate with
other organizations to provide medical care, housing assistance,
financial assistance and social support to the individuals. Some of
the organizations that collaborate with EUMA & HC4HP include:
SVHC Mobile Medical Unit & Family Practice Residency Program,
Community Health Net, a podiatrist, nurse practitioners, Safe Harbor Behavioral Health, and the Mental Health Association of NW
PA (MHA). Nursing and other health & social service students
from several area Universities as well as LECOM Medical students are given an opportunity to work with the homeless as part
of their training. HC4HP meets homeless individuals where they
are - at shelters, soup kitchens, drop-in centers or on the street.
The group has recently opened an integrated walk-in center called
The Wellness Connection at the MHA building in downtown Erie.
In the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017, HC4HP served 264 different individuals. Like other EUMA programs, HC4HP relies on donations of nursing help, medical supplies and funds to offset their
costs. If you would like more information, please contact the
HC4HP coordinator, Barbara Lewis, RN, FCN at blewis@eumaerie.org.
Suzie Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S PAGE
“What’s Your Method?”
John Wesley and the early Methodists earned their name by their
methodical practice of spiritual disciplines. Originally it was not meant as
a term of endearment, but rather as an insult, much like “Bible moth,”
and “holy roller.” Other students at Oxford University would make fun of
John Wesley and his brother Charles and the others who would gather
for Bible study and prayer, and helping the poor.
The Holy Club of Oxford liked the term and instead of fighting back, they adopted it as their
own. It described what they were about – the methodical practice of spiritual disciplines that helped
people to grow in “holiness of heart and life.”
The people called Methodists have long been known as “the religion of the warm heart,” an
expression Wesley used to describe how he felt on that night he attended Bible study on Aldersgate
Street in London. What he knew in his head, he now experienced in his heart.
And the Methodist revival in England and then in America took off. Wesley and the Methodists shared their life-changing message of God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ, and organized people into societies and classes to help them nurture their faith. Much like a tender fire that begins with
just a spark, it needs to be tended to in order to grow into a blazing campfire, so also does spiritual
faith need to be tended to.
So, let me ask you – what’s your method? What spiritual practices have you made a part of
your life so that you can grow in “holiness of heart and life?” My friends, it’s not enough to declare
yourself a Christian and hope for the promise of Heaven. Neither is it enough simply to make a decision for Jesus Christ and then wait till death so you can live forever in glory. That is not the purpose
of the message of salvation. It is not an “evacuation plan from planet Earth.”
Salvation in the Wesleyan tradition is “going on to perfection,” “growing in holiness of heart
and life,” or becoming more like Jesus. If we’re not seeking to become more like Jesus, what are we
hoping for? Let us put aside false humility that says “There was only one Jesus and no one can be
like Him.” It is not arrogant to want to be like Jesus – our goal in life is: less of me and more of Him
in our life.
So, what is your method? What are the spiritual disciplines that you’re using to allow God’s
Spirit to transform your heart and life? We Methodists, of all Christian denominations, should understand how important both individual and community spiritual practices are. Have we become spiritually lazy? Are we just waiting for our ticket to Heaven? I pray not.
Therefore, let me encourage all of the people called Methodist to renew the spiritual practices which
allow God’s Holy Spirit to not only forgive us, but also to transform us, that God’s kingdom may
come on earth, as it is in Heaven. Amen? Amen!
Can I look for you in Church? I pray so!

~ Pastor Bob

Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be celebrated on March 4th. We will receive the sacrament kneeling at the altar. (Remain standing if unable to kneel). Prayer and Anointing will also be
offered on March 4th. After both services, we will have a brief prayer and healing service for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for others.
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United Methodist Commission On Relief
Your gifts on UMCOR Sunday , March 11, 2018, enable UMCOR to construct classrooms, school
latrines, and provisions to collect and store fresh water in Haiti, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, among other places. UMCOR goes to people in crisis and helps them in
the ways that meet the community's needs.
UMCOR contributes classroom and sports equipment, desks and other school furnishings, often
in partnership with other international or government humanitarian organizations.
UMCOR also has developed programs to help educate girls in places where families are reluctant to send girls to co-ed schools. This work involves retention initiatives and engagement programs that teach the community the importance of education. Donations UMCOR receives
through this offering, along with other undesignated gifts made throughout the year, cover
there costs of doing business. Gifts like yours make it possible for UMCOR to use 100% of all
other contributions on the projects our donors specify, instead of on administrative or fundraising
costs.
Your support enables UMCOR to be ready to support needs as they occur, without having to take
time to fund raise. All the administrative functions are in place and all of the money collected
Joyous Spirit Chair Yoga

Barista Parlor Evenings
March 3. The Bull Family Singers
Music and a sing-a-long!
Doors open at 6:30 pm
Music begins at 7 pm.
Freshly Ground Coffee, Hot Chocolate,
Tea, Snacks, Popcorn,
Pop, and Water.
(Barista Parlor nights set up for April 7
and May 5)
Plan to come and enjoy the music and
bring your friends and your children !!

Epilogue March Luncheon
The Epilogue Group (for those who
have lost a spouse) will meet for
lunch on Wednesday, March 21,
11:45 am at Perkin’s Restaurant,
2714 West Lake Road, Erie,
PA. Call your reservation in to
Louise Giddings at 838-2793 by Friday, March 16,
2018. Join us for good food and good fellowship.
The idea of the Easter bunny was originated in the
1700s in what country? (Answer is upside down and
backwards)

ynamreG

The Community Outreach
Committee Presents

This class meets on Wednesdays
at 1:00pm in Fellowship Hall. Cost
is $5.00 for the one-hour class led
by Valerie Baltzer of the Empowerment Resource Center. Come join
us for this healthy opportunity to
bring our lives, bodies and minds
into a more relaxed state and gently move us back to
“rest and restore” and achieve balance.
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Red Bird Mission Fabric Sale and Soup Luncheon
The Red Bird Mission Team is having a fabric sale on March 2 nd and 3rd, Friday from
5:00-8:00 pm and Saturday from 9:00-1:00 pm. Let all your quilting and crafting
friends know.
The Red Bird Mission team will be hosting a soup luncheon after the second service on
March 11th. Donations of soup are welcome. We would enjoy having you join us for this
time of fellowship and good food.
We are still looking for people to join our Red Bird Mission team, especially youth. We will
be leaving August 5 and returning August 11, 2018. Contact Cindy Brown for more information at
838-2683.

Pennsylvania Yellow Dot Program
Also on March 11th at the luncheon, we will have a representative from highway safety at the Erie
County Department of Health who will be providing pictures and information about the yellow dot
program. The yellow dot program is a safety feature if you are in an accident. You put this sticker in
your car window and you have a folder with your picture that is placed in your
glove box. If you are not able to provide first responders with your medical information this folder with provide much needed information that could save your
life. There is no cost to this program - it is a public service. Please plan on taking a moment to participate in this program.

SUNSET AUXILIARY ANNOUNCES PURCHASES FOR WESBURY
The Sunset Auxiliary of the Wesbury Retirement Community in Meadville would like to thank everyone who donated to them at our May 21, 2017 Sunset Auxiliary Sunday, and those who donated
items to sell or purchase from their fundraising events. Wesbury is a better place due to your donations and the dedication of the Sunset Auxiliary who make it their mission to provide for the needs
of residents. Thanks to your support, the Auxiliary will be purchasing the following items with 2017
proceeds:
1. Four benches to be placed around Thoburn Village including a cement pad and solar lighting
where needed.
2. Three tracking devices for the Life Enrichment Department that helps staff monitor residents
when shopping or on outings so no one gets lost.
3. Three Montessori Carts for dementia programming that can be wheeled room to room or area to
area with individual activity projects geared to entertain and engage residents with dementia or
Alzheimer's.
4. DVD/VCR combo player for the Memory Support Neighborhood.
5. Portable blue tooth speaker for resident programming indoors or outside.
6. Funds to support resident Birthday and Christmas gifts.
Thank you for providing these much-needed devices for our residents.
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The LORD your God among you is powerful, he will save and
he will take joyful delight in you. In his love he will renew you
with his love; he will celebrate with singing because of you.

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS
Geib
Rhone
Ferrier
Fisher
Barr
Brown
Bull
Marsden
Pence
Beveridge
Thomas
Spicher
Bull
Sissem
Johnson
Ryan
Baker
Seon
Vogt
Allen
Moore
Spicher
Thoma
Flickinger
Moore
Skellie
Graham
James
Enterline
Krause
Krause
Logan

Robert
Jerry
Brandon
Cathy
Jeffery
Cynthia
Jabin
Ryan
Brad
Ginger
Timothy
Andrew
Jenna
Hilary
Brandi
Kelly
Tracy
Carl
Okey
Robert
Daniel
Maria
Brenda
Anne
Kate
David
Okey
Joyce
Bradley
Colin
Emily
Pam

Zephaniah 3:17 ISV
1-Mar
1-Mar
SERMONS ON LINE
3-Mar
3-Mar If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s ser4-Mar mons are posted on our web site (www.lakewooderie.org).
4-Mar Go to the home page and click on the “Home” button and a
5-Mar menu will drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click on
5-Mar it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or
8-Mar the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the ser10-Mar mon will appear. You can read it on line or print it out if you
10-Mar still enjoy holding paper in your hand when you read, or if
14-Mar you’d like to share it with someone else.
16-Mar Feb. 4 - “The Bungee Cord of Shame”
18-Mar
Feb. 11 - “Jars of Clay ”
19-Mar
21-Mar Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday - “Ashes and Valentines”
22-Mar Feb. 18 - “The Heart of the Matter”
22-Mar
Feb. 25 - “Called to Rise”
23-Mar
25-Mar
25-Mar
25-Mar
26-Mar
27-Mar Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group of people dedi28-Mar cated to prayer. They meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in
the Prayer Chapel, accessed from the front of the Sanctuary
28-Mar through the double doors on the right. Those who have at29-Mar tended report it has been a true blessing. All are welcome,
30-Mar even if you haven’t been there before. It’s a great opportuni31-Mar ty to learn to pray, either by listening to others or by praying
31-Mar out loud yourself, though no one is required to do so.
31-Mar
31-Mar Joys and Concerns – If you would like a follow-up call from the
pastor or lay visitor after sharing a joy or concern during worship, please fill out the contact card found in the pew and place
it in the offering plate.

Prayer Group

Year-to-Date
Attendance - 169
Saturday, March 10th
before you turn in!

February Average
172

Prayer Chain: If you wish to have the
prayer chain pray for someone, contact
Patty Lasher at
833-0946 or sproutness@yahoo.com
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Ministry With the Poor
Registration is open for the Saturday, April 21 st seminar scheduled from 9 am - 3 pm in the Covenant Center of Kittanning First UMC to learn more about how to effectively be in ministry with the
poor. Let’s bring a team from our church!
The Many Faces of Poverty event will be held in the Covenant Center of First UMC, 332 North Water Street, in Kittanning. Keynote speakers will be Rev. Brian Combs of Haywood Street Congregation in Asheville NC, a United Methodist mission church in Asheville NC, a United Methodist mission church where those living in poverty are part of the worshipping congregation and treated as
friends, rather than clients or recipients of charity, and Mary Ellen Kris, a deaconess who works
with UMC Global Ministries to provide leadership, direction, and support for Ministry with the Poor.
Following a long career in law and public service, Mary Ellen earned an M. Div. degree with a concentration in poverty and justice from Union Theological Seminary in New York City. Teams from
local churches are encouraged to attend. Lunch will be provided.
Contact Glena Wilson at glennapw@gmail.com for more information.
Hospital Admissions
St. Vincent's Hospital informs us they have
a new computer system.
At this time, they are unable to tell us which
members of our church are in the hospital
as they were previously able to do.
Therefore, if you are admitted to St. Vincent's Hospital, please notify the pastor, the
church office or the lay visitor (Suzie Rosendahl) so that we can visit you. We will no
longer be able to know who is in that hospital simply by calling - you must let us know.
At this point, only Hamot allows us access
to their hospital’s admissions.
Thanks for your assistance in this matter.
Contact Numbers:
Church Office: 814-833-4131
Suzie Rosendahl: 814-881-7783

Vases Needed
Our Lay Visitor, Suzie Rosendahl, is in need of mediumsized vases. She splits up the
altar flowers that are left after
the church services are over
and delivers the flowers to
our shut-ins. You can leave
the vases in the office - just
put a note on them indicating
their use. The vases do not
get returned.

The Health Ministry Team will be sponsoring another walking program this spring. More details
to come in March. Get those walking shoes
ready!
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TRACY BACKPACK SCHEDULE
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35
If you would like to become a part of this ministry, please contact Maria
Spicher at mspicher@roadrunner.com or 814-397-8545.
2018
Week
3/7,8

Pickup
Rich Estes

TRACY BACKPACK SCHEDULE
Leader

Time

Delivery

Rich Estes

6:30pm

John Kot

3/14,15

Roger Pike

Sharon Pike

11:30am

3/21,22

John Kot

Kathy Fisher

6:30pm

Sandy Schulz/SamHasley
Nancy Pence

Thanks for all you do to help feed hungry children in our community
Brain Injuries
Brain injuries can affect people, both young and old. They are most prevalent before the age of 20
and above the age of 75. There are two categories based on whether it’s the injury is a result of
external force (Traumatic Brain Injury, TBI) or internal force (Acquired Brain Injury, ABI).
TBI causes include:
Falls (35% of all ABI)
Assault or being struck by object
Sports Injury
Motor-Vehicle/traffic events (32%)

ABI causes include:
Stroke (86% of all TBI)
Substance Abuse
Tumors
Infectious Diseases & other Illnesses
Toxin exposure

Falls can occur at any age and will be reviewed in a future article.
Besides football, other sports and athletic activities can cause traumatic brain injuries, including soccer, cycling, baseball, and off-road vehicles. In some of these activities, a fall may be the cause,
such as in cycling. Others are due to direct hits by objects or people.
Strokes are the most common cause of adult disability. They affect 795,000 Americans each year.
Doctors are working to develop risk estimates for people over 55. For example, If you are between
55 and 65, your 10-yr probability of a stroke (on average) is less than 10% for males and 5% for females. By age 75, it increases to 18% and 15% and by age 80 to over 22% for both males and females. These risk estimates are based on age, blood pressure, history of diabetes, cardiovascular
disease, Atrial Fib or Left ventricular enlargement and smoking history.
March is Brain Injury Awareness Month. You only have one brain. Take care of it!
Do you know: The average adult human brain has about 100 billion cells. Linked by synapses, or
connections, each brain cell can connect to tens of thousands of other brain cells.
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Romolos Easter Candy
Thank you for supporting Lakewood UMW. We raised about $1,000 to
support local missions.
If you sold candy, it can be picked up on Thursday March 15th, at 6pm
in fellowship hall.
If you purchased candy, it will be available for pick-up in the Narthex on
Sunday, March 18th and March 25th.
If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Fisher at 434-0433.

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.......
2 Corinthians 9:7
Can we get it back in March? Can we give just a little more? Our church expenses exceeded our contributions in February by $4500. Please follow the church finances in the
weekly bulletin. To update, Lakewood needs $4947 weekly to meet expected expenses. Let’s
‘March’ into Easter back on track.
Please don’t forget the myLakewood Capital Campaign. Pledges for 2018 were $74,000. Every
dollar counts. Your pledge counts. ‘Phase 2’ projects are being discussed
and finalized. Please continue to make a difference for your church now and
for those attending Lakewood tomorrow. It’s never too late to consider a donation. A church member recently gave an original pledge card that was
mailed November 2016. Thank you!
If you have questions about myLakewood Capital Campaign, please see Bob
Kostek, John Marsden or Russ Fisher. If you have any questions about your
commitment, please send an e-mail to bkostek623@aol.com with the subject myLakewood.
Love and sympathy
Our deepest sympathy to Marian McConnell and her family on the death of her husband Bill who
died Monday, February 5th . Services were private.
EASTER Flowers
Please order by placing completed form in the offering plate.
Deadline to order is March 25th.
Easter Flowers to be placed in the Sanctuary for worship on
Easter Sunday, April 1st, 2018
Make Checks payable to "Lakewood United Methodist Church"
Cost: $7.50 each
Quantity

Quantity

Daffodil: ______

Hyacinth:

______

Tulip:

Lily:

______

______

Given by: _____________________________________________
In Honor of: ___________________________________________
In Memory of: _________________________________________
TOTAL Quantity: ________@ $7.50 each =Total: ____________

February is a fast month in preschool! We celebrated Groundhog's Day, Valentine's Day, and
Presidents' Day! In addition Mrs. Zenobi's class
performed an entertaining program for their parents! March will be a slightly slower month as we
celebrate Dr. Seuss' birthday, St. Patrick's day,
the first day of spring and Easter!
Registration for next year has begun! If you know
anyone looking for a preschool program for next
year, please have them call or email us for more
information or to schedule a tour! Open House
will be held on Sunday April 15 from 2:004:00. Yard signs and flyers will be available soon!
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Lakewood United Methodist Church
“Live With Jesus”
Pre School—1st Grade

Miss Jessie’s Class

2nd—4th Grade

Miss Paula’s Class

5th—7th Grade

Miss Pam’s Class

8th—12th Grade Ms. Lynn & Mr. Hal and Ms. Julie & Mr. Bob ’s Class

DEEP BLUE CURRICULUM “Learn and Serve”
Activities encourage the children to relate the Bible stories to their own lives. They
learn to serve others in their own church community and to participate in mission
projects around the world.
Come, help us STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

Coming this Summer!!
A “non traditional” SUNDAY MORNING “LIVE” WITH JESUS hour to be held in Fellowship Hall, the
first and third Sundays of June, July and August. This session will begin at 8:30 am and will include
2nd – 12th grade youth and Adults. Mark your calendars and join us as we come together to
Strengthen our Faith Community.
June 3rd - Spiritual Labyrinth – experience prayer, contemplation and meditation.
June 17th - Plants of the Bible
July 1st
-The Christian Calendar – introduction to the Parament colors.
nd
July 22
- Health & Wellness – mind body spirit - God our creator nature walk.
th
August 5 - What is an S P R C? Come find out!
August 19th - Old Fashioned Hymn Sing in the park
If the Holy Spirit is calling you we are always looking for Teachers, Teacher assistants and Sub
Teachers. God Bless and see you this summer!
Did You Know? Sunday Schools first appeared in American cities in the 1790s. Following the
example of British reformers, American organizers hoped to provide basic literacy training to poor
children and adults on their one free day.
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Share The Good News of Easter!
Preschool through 7th grade youth are invited to our Easter Egg
Hunt to celebrate the hope that Easter holds for all of us. Come
share with others in the name of our risen Christ.
SUNDAY April 1st at 9:45 AM
(The Sunday Morning “Live” with Jesus)

Collecting Men’s Boots, Jeans, and Coats:
As part of a college project, I am collecting these items to support the overflow shelter called My
Neighbor’s Place..
A box will be in the Narthex throughout March for Men’s boots, jeans, and coats as these are the
items the shelter needs. Pick-up can be arranged if needed.
Monetary donations will also be accepted. Checks can be made to the Overflow Shelter. Contact
Jamie Lewis with questions at 434-0291. Thanks for your support!
Daylight Savings Time begins: Please
remember to set your clocks appropriately on Saturday night, March 10th, before
going to bed.
We move them ahead
one hour in the spring.

Spring Forward

Young Lakewoodians
Get Together:
Sunday March 25th at 1:30 pm
at Rolling Meadows Bowling Alley, 3304 Zuck Rd. It is
a family event - bring the kids. Everyone will pay for
their own shoe rental & games. Please RSVP so I
know how many lanes to reserve. Phone Rose at 814806-6033 or email rose_bnk@yahoo.com.

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS are offered the second Sunday of each
month, between worship services. Come to the library on March 11 to get
your BP checked!
Website Changes and Update
Lakewood United Methodist’s website, lakewooderie.org, is currently being updated. Please check
out your area of the website for any changes and/or updates that need to be made.
Anytime there are changes, please email me new meetings, missions, sales, etc. I can usually get it
on the website within 24 hours or less. We want to try and keep the website as up-to-date as possible. To do that we need your help!!! Contact Donna Moren at dsm719@gamil.com.
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Youth Zone

Rob Giannamore gave this ministry his best effort and we thank him for his willingness to serve.
The SPRC has accepted his resignation. Going forward, Pastor Bob will be the
Youth Group leader. Plans are to meet after second service most Sundays, unless otherwise noted.
(~12:15 pm till 1:30 pm or 2:00 pm depending on how much fun we’re having!) Tentative plans for
March are:
March 4 – Meeting in the Youth Group room: food, game, discussion.
March 11 – Church-wide Soup Luncheon, fellowship hall.
March 18– Something fun (bowling, a movie or roller skating; to be decided)
March 25 – Palm Sunday – meeting up in the youth group room.

Looking forward to seeing all of you at the March 4th Meeting!
Need Financial Aid?
GBHEM Scholarships: The application period for Fall 2018 scholarships through the
UMC General Board of Higher Education and Ministry ends March 7. Learn more
at gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships/scholarships

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins
on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.
Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word “lencten”, which means
"spring." The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin
his ministry.
During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, self-reflection
and repentance when we seek to literally “turn around” and realign
our lives and focus toward God. It is a time to give up things as well as take on new life-giving practices, helping us rid ourselves of distractions and our own selfish desires. By doing so, we seek to
live and love as more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
In the early church, Lent was a time to prepare new converts for baptism. Today, Christians focus
on their relationship with God, often choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of themselves for others. Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday represents a "mini-Easter" and the reverent spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful anticipation of the Resurrection.
The Easter Season, also known as Eastertide or the Great Fifty Days, begins on Easter Day and
ends on Pentecost. Focusing on Christ's resurrection and ascension and the sending of the Holy
Spirit (Pentecost), Eastertide is the most joyous and celebrative season of the Christian year. We
celebrate the good news that in Christ’s death and resurrection we, and all creation, are continually
being made new by God’s love and saving grace.
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Sanctuary Open for Prayer
During the season of Lent, Church Council is inviting/encouraging people to use the sanctuary for
personal prayer. The church is open during the day Monday through Thursday from 9am to 2pm,
and on Fridays from 9 am to 12 pm. The church is open most week nights but the sanctuary is being used all of the nights except Wednesday, when it will be open for prayer from 6:00 to 8:00pm.
All are invited to spend quiet time speaking to God in this sacred, holy space of ours. The kneeling
rails will be set up for those who like to use them. Prayer baskets will have prayer requests in them
which you may use to pray for others. The prayer group that meets on Wednesday nights has
been invited to provide us with a prayer guide of things we can be praying for while we're in the
sanctuary. This Lent, may you draw closer to God in prayer. (If the door on 10th Street is locked
during this time, ring the bell.)
Holy Week Services:
March 25th – Palm Sunday, celebrating the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.
March 29th – Holy Thursday, 7:00pm – commemorating Jesus’ Last Supper with His disciples
before his betrayal, arrest and crucifixion.
th

March 30 – Good Friday, 7:00pm – commemorating Jesus’ crucifixion
April 1st –

Easter. Sunrise Service at Laurel Hill Cemetery, 6:30am
Easter Sunday, 8:30 and 11am – Celebration of Jesus’ resurrection.
United Methodist Men's 2018 Lenten Communion Breakfasts at 8:00 am

March 3, 2018

Asbury UMC

Bruce Davis, Pastor

4703 W. Ridge Rd.

833-9053

March 10, 2018

Lawrence Park UMC

Ken Miller, Pastor

4015 Niagara Pl.

899-9851

March 17, 2018

Glenwood UMC

Matt Judd, Pastor

2931 Myrtle St.

456-6268

March 24, 2018

Erie First UMC

Jim Parkinson, Pastor

707 Sassafras St.

453-6889

After the Cross – Recognition
Cleopas and a companion traveled on the road to Emmaus. Jesus appeared and walked with them,
but they didn't recognize him. They were overwhelmed by shock and grief, trying to process the
events of preceding days. When they finally recognized Jesus, they were engaged in an everyday
event—eating. As they broke bread with a man they thought was a stranger, recognition dawned.
Often we don't recognize God walking with us during difficulty unless we spend time in intimate fellowship with him, feeding on his word and listening for his voice instead of trying to make sense of
what is happening on our own. Although we still experience the fear and doubt Jesus' followers did
after his crucifixion, we know Jesus isn't still hanging on the cross or lying in a tomb. He is alive
and living in us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Rejoice!
Candy Arrington
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