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"Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, 'As the LORD God of Israel lives, before
whom | stand, there shall not be dew nor these years, except at my word.'" 1 KINGS 17:1

"Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 'Get away from here and turn eastward,
and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the " 1KINGS 17:2-3

"It will be that you shall drink from the brook, and | have commanded the to feed
you there." 1 KINGS 17:4

"So he went and did according to the word of the , for he went and stayed by the
Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan." 1 KINGS 17:5

"The ravens brought him and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the
evening." 1 KINGS 17:6

"And he drank from the " 1 KINGS 17:6

"And it happened after a while that the brook up, because there had been no rain in the
land." 1 KINGS 17:7
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“JAR-CF OIL
By Paul Dallgas-Frey

... continued

When Elijah Came to the townh gate, he found a widow there. She
was gathering up a few dry, dusty StiCks.

Elijah said to her, “Please, would you bring me some water in a jar
t0 drink?” AS she was going to get some water £or this complete
stranger, Elijah Called out to her, “And please, bring me some
bread!”

Well, that did it! This guy must be Crazy! Didn’t he kKnow it hadn't
rained for months?! There was barely anhy water, and hardly a
SCrap Of food left.

“Gir,” the woman said to Elijah, “As sure as the [ord your God
lives, T dont have ahy bread!” At least the poor widow seemed to
know there WAS a God in heaven, she just wash’t sure who he
was, or why he was making life so difficult.

The widow said, “All T have |eft in this world is a hanhdful of flour
ahd a little jar of oil. T am gathering up these stiCks so that ] Cah
make ohe |ast meal for my son and me. Anhd thenh we will die.”

Things |looked pretty bad.

But, ho matter how bad things might have seemed, God was still
there.

Elijab said to the widow, “Do hot worry. 0 home and do just
what You plahnhed to do. But before you do, make a small |oaf of
bread for me. Ahd thenh, from what You have |eft, make a |0af Of

bread for you ahd your son. For this is what the [Lord, the (God of
Israel has promised, “The flour will hot be used up and the jar of
oil will hot run dry until the day the LORD gives rain on the land.”

What a simple plah for life!

Don't worry. Make your plans, do what You think is best - but give
t0 (zod first, ahd (od will take Care Of the rest.

And so, that is exactly what the widow did.

And day after day there was water to drihk ahd food to eat. The
Flour was hot used up, ahd the jar of oil did not run dry - just as
God had promised!

Onhe day at a time, God provided for Elijah and the widow.

Now, the thing is, God didnh’t deliver 20 Siaht stone jars of 0i| to
the widow’s door the hext morhing. She Couldn’t open her pantry,
anhd find it Filled with jars of ail.

Eliyah ahd the widow couldn’t see where the 0il was going to come
from. They just had to trust that eaCch day somehow there would
be enough.

They didn’t put their trust in what they could see - that would be
easy! Instead they |earhed to put their trust in what they couldnt
see.

Anhd they learned a wonderful thing - trust in (od, and God wil|
provide!

They didn’t say, “Everything will be okay beCause, [ook! we have
lots of oil and bread!” Instead they |earned to say, “Everything will
be oKay - beCause (od will take Care of us!”

They didn't put their trust in their own riches, like King Ahab
had, because, ho matter how much they had - even if they had
great store houses full of oil ahd bread - ohe day it would come to
ah end.

But there is ho end to (od anhd his |ove for us.

And that is worth more thanh all the treasures in the world.
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