Prince of Peace
906 North Main St. Brockton, Massachusetts
508-586-7975
Sunday November 21, 2021
Communion in place

Thanksgiving Sunday

“You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the LORD your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you.” Joel 2.26
Prelude
Welcome
Thanksgiving Day is celebrated late in the fall because this is the time after the harvest when it is
easy to see the full bounty of the land. Many people may feel able to celebrate a great bounty in their
lives, but not everyone. For some the pain and stress may be financial, for others emotional or
spiritual. Holidays always bring their own challenges being with family and missing those who are not
present. for whatever reason. How can you celebrate the bounty while honoring the losses?

Prayer
1

Call to Worship:
This is the day the Lord has made,
Let us be glad and rejoice in it!
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and sustain me with your Holy Spirit.
Bless us as we hear your word.
Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Time for Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Have mercy on us, O God.
We confess that we have sinned against you
and against our neighbor.
We have built walls instead of tables
and have turned away the stranger.
We have sought glory for ourselves
and have treasured that which does not satisfy.
Help us to love as you love,
to welcome those you send,
and to treasure mercy and justice.
Turn us from our ways to your ways,
and free us to serve those in need. Amen.
God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for Jesus’ sake
and remembers them no more.
Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the kingdom of God.
Amen.
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May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Prayer of the day:
Let us pray: Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the
work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve
you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Word
Children’s Moment
First Reading: Deuteronomy 8:7-18
7

For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with
springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley,
of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9 a land where you
may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and
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from whose hills you may mine copper. 10 You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God
for the good land that he has given you.
11
Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his commandments,
his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. 12 When you have eaten
your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, 13 and when your herds and flocks have
multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, 14 then do
not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of slavery, 15 who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid
wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint
rock, 16 and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble
you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. 17 Do not say to yourself, “My power and
the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” 18 But remember the LORD your God,
for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he
swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 100
1 Make

a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness;
come into his presence with singing.
3 Know that the LORD is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
5 For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
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Gospel Greeting: (sing it out!)
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia,
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia!

Gospel: Matthew 6:25-33
25 “Therefore

I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at
the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a single
hour to your span of life?[b] 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed
like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry,
saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who
strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
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things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

Gospel Greeting: (sing it out!)
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia,
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia!
Message
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Peace
Announcements
--Happy Thanksgiving from Thirsty Thursday!
--Weds. Bible Study 10 AM-we will be on Facebook live
--Sunday November 28 is the Confirmation of Evelyn Linehan
--Sunday December 19 is the Family Christmas Project

Offering Prayer
Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it,
yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.
Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine,
and strengthen us to be your body for the world
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
God whose giving knows no ending, you invite the whole world to your table of mercy. Hear
us as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.
A brief silence.
God, you give all people a place at the table. Nurture and encourage campus ministries, new
congregations, and workplace chaplaincies. Support all parts of the church that meet people
where they are and offer accompaniment through daily challenges and joys. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
You give nourishment to the birds of the air and the lilies of the fields. Sustain all creatures
who rely on the earth for sustenance. Water parched ground, dry flooded fields, temper heat
waves and frosts, and give sunlight and shade. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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God, you give wisdom to your people. Enlighten all leaders. Inspire and guide our president
Joe Biden, our governor Charlie Baker, our local leaders and all who represent us in our
government. Give them patience and perspective to choose wisely for our common good.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you give nourishment to those who hunger. Show us the way to bring poverty and food
insecurity to an end. Give dignity and adequate employment to those who are unemployed
and underemployed. Sustain us all at your welcoming banquet of love and justice. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you give community to those who are lonely. Be with our biological families, our chosen
families, and our church family as we gather for the Thanksgiving holiday. Send your
compassionate presence to those who are lonely, those who are separated or estranged from
their families, and those whose loved ones have died. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God, you give a feast of endless thanksgiving. We are grateful for the saints gathered at your
table who have gone before us. Unite us with them whenever we give thanks to you. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, your welcome is wider than we can imagine. Receive our prayers for the sake of your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us. Amen.

The Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Holy Communion
We, who are many, are one body, as we share this one bread.
The gifts of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!
(We share in communion in place, during the meditation hymn)
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion:
Blessed Jesus,
at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.
Now send us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts
until that day when all feast together at your heavenly banquet.
In your name we pray, Amen

Blessing:
May God, the beginning and the end,
who has written your name in the book of life,
bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore. Amen!
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Dismissal
Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Thank you to Evelyn Reuben and our friends at First for printing this bulletin!
Liturgical music copyright 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under One license number A-700164. All rights reserved. Liturgical texts are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress; Scripture quotations are from the New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; . www.ccli.com CCLI copyright license
#11255979 CCLI streaming license # CSPPL073911 CCLI Song # 22324

8

