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Marywood Palm Valley High School Parent

Brings State-of-The-Art Driving Program to Valley Teens

Palm Springs, CA – When tragedy struck Marywood-Palm Valley High School last September, students, parents, and faculty were devastated when an automobile accident took the lives of three students.  One parent however took action and vowed to do all that he could to prevent such an accident from ever taking another young life.  

It was a year ago this September when Marywood Palm Valley High School seniors Tabitha Lindsay-Loftis, Stephano Mazzotti, and Stefan Bartek Snyder-Plati, died tragically after Tabitha lost control of her vehicle just minutes after the three students left the Rancho Mirage campus.  The accident that cost the lives of the students prompted one Marywood Palm Valley High School parent to make certain that every student in the school would receive the skills necessary to help them during every kind of driving situation. That Marywood-Palm Valley parent is longtime winter resident Chad McQueen, a former car racing competitor and son of motion picture icon, Steve McQueen.
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McQueen has enlisted the involvement of Vincent Downey, Head of School at Marywood Palm Valley High School, as well as a team of expert drivers and law enforcement officials.  Together they have organized a two-day event that will bring top-notch driving instruction to Coachella Valley teens, giving them the skills necessary to handle every type of behind-the-wheel challenge. Licensed and student drivers valley-wide are invited to attend this event that includes the use of state-of-the-art driving simulators, and defensive driving instruction from former law enforcement personnel and professional race car drivers like McQueen.

The event gets underway with an on-campus seminar during school hours for Marywood Palm Valley High students, followed by an evening event for parents and students throughout the valley to “Spend an Hour with the Experts.” Open to anyone eager to improve their driving skills, the evening event is open to the public beginning at 6:00 p.m. on December 4th at the Marywood Palm Valley campus. Participating will be representatives from the National Driving Instructors Institute, Teen Road to Safety, Our Teen Driver Foundation, the California Highway Patrol, Department of Motor Vehicles, and California Insurance Group.  
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Student drivers, parents and educators valley-wide are invited to participate in all of these programs free of charge, thanks to the generous support of the McQueen family, and the Valley’s largest automotive dealer, Palm Springs Motors. As Paul Thiel at Palm Springs Motors stated, “This program will help to save lives, and we are happy to do what we can to help provide young drivers with the skills necessary to help them avoid every kind of situation while behind the wheel.”

The December 4th evening event is open to the public and will be held at the Marywood Palm Valley campus, located a 35-525 DaVall Drive, in Rancho Mirage. On December 7th, a full day of behind-the-wheel driving instruction will be held at an off-campus location. There, student drivers will have an opportunity to drive through a variety of slalom courses with a top-notch driving professional.  One-on-one instruction in braking, crash avoidance, maneuvering during hazardous weather conditions and re-gaining control of a vehicle, will be offered throughout the day. Student drivers are encouraged to drive their own vehicle for the slalom exercises.  Proof of insurance and at least 5 month’s of driving experience is required. For group sign-ups and additional information call (760) 213-6826, or visit: www.TeenRoadToSafety.com. 
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