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Zygopetalum, is from the Greek zygon, yoke, petalon, petal or sepal; referring 
to the ‘holding together’ of the flower segments by the callus, It is a New 
World genus mostly distributed through tropical South America and closely 
related to Bollea, Huntleya, Pabstia, Pescatorea, Promenaea, Warrea and a 
number of other minor genera. They are generally considered to grow best at 
intermediate temperatures but will withstand summer heat if shaded correctly 
and well-watered and can take some cool nights in winter if kept drier than 
usual. Wet and cold is usually fatal and the unsightly leaf spotting we 
sometimes see on the leaves of both hybrids and species in the genus can 
usually be traced to free moisture on the leaves at night when temperatures 
are lower than optimal. Zygopetalum maculatum (syn. Zygopetalum mackayi) 
is particularly susceptible to this sort of leaf spotting.

One of the great characteristics of some zygopetalums is their heady 
fragrance and people enjoy this characteristic. A lack of variety in their color 
means that many species and hybrids have a sameness that can become 
boring.
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