WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
MINUTES
February 19, 2019
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River)
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:45 p.m. The meeting was held at the Authority’s
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.
Roll Call:
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary
Robert Piazza, Treasurer
Sidney Deutsch
Drew Kiszonak
Donald Niece
Robert Nyland
Everdina O’Connor
Also, in attendance were:
Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal Counsel; Stephen Donati, P.E., Authority Engineer; Daniel
Olshefski, Authority Chief Financial Officer; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant; Kevin
Shoudt, Authority Consultant; and Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.
Chairman Chamberlain read the Introductory Statement.
MINUTES
Mr. Scott moved, and Mr. Piazza seconded to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2019
regular meeting, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Mr. Nyland

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Ms. O’Connor
Mr. Piazza
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mr. Piazza moved, and Mr. Scott seconded to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2019
executive session, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
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Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Mr. Nyland

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Yes

CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence listed below:
1)

A memo dated December 2018, from the Municipal Excess Liability JIF enclosing copies of its
2017/2018 Annual Report.

2)

A memo dated January 9, 2019, from Underwriting Manager, Connor Strong & Buckelew, to
Fund Commissioners, regarding a new Ransomware.

3)

A letter dated January 15, 2019, from the New Jersey Department of Health to the Authority,
regarding completion of the 2018 Right to Know Surveys.

4)

A letter dated January 15, 2019, from Finelli Consulting Engineers, LLC to Chairman
Chamberlain, requesting a statement of consent in support of the proposed amendment to the
Upper Delaware Water Quality Management (WQM) Plan and Washington Township (Warren
County) Wastewater Management Plan (WMP) for Washington Valley Estates.

5)

A letter dated January 16, 2019, from Billy Wauhop, Authority Consultant, to the NJDEP,
regarding the Wastewater Beneficial Reuse Annual Report for 2018.

6)

A Local Finance Notice dated January 23, 2019, from the NJ DCA, regarding prompt payment
requirements.

7)

A letter dated January 24, 2019, from Steve Marvin, Warren County Administrator, to Everdina
O’Connor announcing her reappointment as a commissioner to the Warren County (Pequest
River) Municipal Utilities Authority.

8)

A letter dated January 25, 2019, from Michele Potter, Manager, Office of Quality Assurance,
NJDEP to John Wasser, Laboratory Manager, regarding the March 2019 Non-Potable Water PT
Study for the Oxford WWTP.

9)

A letter dated January 25, 2019, from Michele Potter, Manager, Office of Quality Assurance,
NJDEP to John Wasser, Laboratory Manager, regarding the March 2019 Non-Potable Water PT
Study for the Belvidere WWTP.

10)

A letter dated January 31, 2019, from Paula Blaze, Research Scientist 1, Office of Quality
Assurance, NJDEP to John Wasser, Laboratory Manager, regarding the on-site audit conducted
on January 31, 2019 at the Oxford facility.

11)

A letter dated February 12, 2019, from Kiersten Osterkorn, PE, PLS, PP, Mland & Sterkorn
Consulting Engineers, to Patricia Kaspereen, submitting a TWA application, map and other forms
related to Washington Valley Estates for endorsement by the Authority.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
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At approximately 7:49 p.m., Ms. O’Connor moved, and Mr. Scott seconded to adopt Resolution
#19-09, to enter into an executive session to discuss litigation and personnel matters. All in
favor, motion carried.
At 7:58 p.m., Mr. Scott moved, and Mr. Kiszonak seconded to return to open session. All in
favor, motion carried.
CFO’S REPORT
Mr. Olshefski stated that all first quarter payments for sewer treatment charges have been
received. Our first debt service payment for the year has been paid. We met all our IRS
reporting requirements.
The one issue coming up is our flows. Flows used for billing are based on a 4-year average. We
get monthly flow readings and a base year is from October 1st to September 30th. From October
1, 2018 until January 31, 2019 (only 4 months), flows from Oxford and Belvidere (our two main
users) have significantly increased. Oxford is up 66% and Belvidere’s has almost doubled,
compared to the same four months in 2017. Mr. Olshefski has spoken to Mr. Donati and Mr.
Wauhop about this issue. We have had an unusual amount of rain and the ground is very
saturated and water is getting into the system.
Mr. Wauhop is working on an amended I&I report to see if the ratio needs to be increased. Two
contributing factors are: one, the ground is saturated by the continuous rainfall and two, the
water shed from stormwater runoff going into the manholes.
There may also be sump pumps or roof leaders illegally hooked up into the sewer system. Mr.
Wauhop stated that the Authority does not have any enforcement tools, it is up to the towns. Ms.
Napolitani, who is a member of Belvidere’s Town Council, is also the new liaison for their
Environmental Commission. She offered to bring this issue up with the Environmental
Commission.
Mr. Olshefski presented and explained the annual Cash Management Plan.
Mr. Piazza moved to adopt Resolution #19-10, adopting the annual Cash Management Plan for
2019. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Olshefski left the meeting.
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT
Mr. Tipton had nothing to report other than what was already discussed in Executive Session.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Donati’s report was included in the agenda packets.
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Washington Valley Estates (WVE): Two items in correspondence are about this development.
The Wastewater Management Plan Amendment is a process that expands the sewer service area.
In this case, it is adding that one piece of development into the service area so they can legally
discharge to our Oxford plant. The TWA is the process by which DEP approves the sewer
extension.
The Authority received WVE’s TWA application and related fee. Mr. Donati reviewed the
application and found it approvable. However, we want to make sure the system gets built tight
so that we do not get a lot of I&I. Mr. Donati will send a letter that mentions his concerns.
The fee that was paid covers the review and administration of the TWA and related materials but
does not cover inspections. Per the Authority’s Service Rules, the Authority can impose an
inspection fee of 5% of the construction cost. Mr. Donati was not suggesting this, but he feels
the Authority needs to be watching as the system is being installed. He wondered if Mr. Shoudt
could occasionally stop by if he is in the area. Mr. Donati asked Mr. Tipton what authority Mr.
Shoudt would have if he discovered an issue? He also asked if the Authority wanted to collect
inspection fees down the road or have some kind of document in place? There was ongoing
discussion on the matter. Mr. Tipton will review our Service Rules. Connection fees were
discussed.
Mr. Donati presented a resolution for approval of the TWA.
Mr. Scott made a motion to adopt Resolution #19-11, approving the application for a Treatment
Works Approval for construction of a sanitary sewer connection for Washington Valley Estates
located in Washington Township (Warren County). Mr. Niece seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
Lab Audit: There was another regularly scheduled audit of the laboratory at the Oxford plant on
January 31st. All prior issues were found to be acceptable but two more minor issues were
found. The DEP requested correspondence from the lab manager addressing these issues and
CPE is assisting him.
Interceptor System Inspection Program: CP Engineers obtained proposals for the CCTV work.
Vendors expressed concern about accessibility. CPE informed the companies that the Authority
will work with them on this issue. This work needs to be monitored. At our next meeting, Mr.
Donati will have a proposal. After which, the Board can decide if they want to contract directly
with the CCTV company or have CP Engineers contract with them as a package deal. This is not
an inexpensive endeavor, but it is required by DEP and is in our O&M Manual.
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.
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Belvidere plant: He recapped maintenance items performed during the month. Every day, the
operators must thaw out the non-potable lines and unclog the spray nozzles. Due to freezing,
they had to repair the split lines on the clarifier. They unclogged the #2 pump at the Water Street
Pump Station due to rags and unclogged the circulation pumps at the County line grease trap.
Also, at Belvidere, spray nozzles in the aeration chambers are used to keep the foam down, but
that system will need to be worked on whenever each bank is taken down this year to clean up
the top of the tanks and then sandblast and repaint them one at a time. The top portion that is
exposed to the atmosphere is corroding. This was mentioned by the DEP at our last inspection.
So, this work must be done this year.
Oxford plant: Mr. Wauhop recapped maintenance items performed during the month. Hodge
Electric installed new wiring in the old sludge storage tank vault. The operators cleaned the
Warren Haven #1 and Axford Avenue Pump Stations. They installed the split collars on the disc
filter shafts. Wheels were installed on the new entrance gates. REP installed a new mixer in the
chlorine contact tank. The operators cleaned the return pumps and disc filters.
Under general business, Mr. Wauhop presented a resolution for consent of the proposed
amendment to the Washington Township (Warren County) WMP for Washington Valley Estates
and Upper Delaware WQM plan amendment.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #19-12, consenting to the amendment to the Washington
Township (Warren County) Wastewater Management Plan (WMP) for Washington Valley
Estates, and the Upper Delaware Water Quality Management (WQM) Plan amendment. Ms.
Napolitani seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Kevin Shoudt will continue to be here when Mr. Wauhop is absent. Mr. Wauhop said that he is
doing a good job.
Mr. Wauhop reminded everyone about reducing EDUs for billing purposes next year for the
Augustinian Center from 3 to 1 ½ EDUs.
Mr. Wauhop is working on obtaining pricing for three replacement projects. They do not have to
occur this year. The projects are a new truck for the Belvidere plant, the UV option at the
Oxford plant, and the filter building. Fumes from the chlorine are eroding the filter building and
causing problems elsewhere.
Paving of the Service Road to the Oxford plant must be completed.
The transducer in the Division Box at the Belvidere plant will be replaced.
He asked for authorization to renew our one-year contract with Sanico for pickup and disposal of
rags, etc. from the Oxford WWTF climbing screen. They provide a dumpster and pickup once a
week. The cost will increase from $121.00 a month to $129.
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Aluminum sheets were dropped off at Ed’s Trading Post to be sheared for the new climbing
screen.
Personnel Policy: Typos will be corrected, and a meeting will be set up to discuss the other
issues.
Ms. O’Connor asked if LMR contacted the Authority about dumpster service? She said we
might want to contact them for competitive pricing, and she will give us LMR’s phone number.
Mr. Wauhop will contact them the next day.
FINANCE (Treasurer)
In BJs’ absence, Mr. Piazza has been stopping by the office periodically to review the bills and
sign the vouchers.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #19-13 (Certificate No. 391: $59,628.27) be approved to pay
all bills from the Operating Fund, as presented. Mr. Kiszonak seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #19-14 (Certificate No. 398: $1,775.63) be approved to pay
all bills from the Capital Improvements Fund as presented. Mr. Kiszonak seconded. The motion
passed unanimously on roll call vote.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Four applications were received for the 5th operator position. Mr. Wauhop gave an update. One
of the applicants will be coming in on Monday to meet with Russ Berger and tour the plant.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Scott moved, and Ms.
O’Connor seconded that the meeting be adjourned. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 8:34 p.m.
__________________
Patricia Kaspereen
Administrative Assistant
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