After setting the scene last week 

and introducing the problem, 


we now start in on stories that suggest how the problem might be solved.  

So in the next four weeks, SLIDE

don't be surprised to hear me vacillating between Genesis 3 


and the New Testament.  

As we are probably already aware, 


the binding of Isaac has some obvious parallels to Jesus on the cross.  

I know we usually call it the sacrifice of Isaac, 


but in Jewish writings, 



they call it simply “the binding.”  

The pieces that should leap off the page to us 


if we were comparing this to Jesus 



are phrases like, SLIDE



“your son, your only son” 




and “on the third day.”  

The setting should also sound somewhat familiar 


with up on the mountain making us think of Golgotha where Jesus died.  

When we do the deeper dive, 


we actually are led to believe 



that this is the same hilltop.  SLIDE
As the text has said, 


the region of Moriah, 



aka “where God sees.”  

2 Chronicles 3:1 tells us, 


“Then Solomon began to build the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem 



on Mount Moriah, 


where the Lord had appeared to his father David.”  SLIDE
2 Samuel 24 


tells of this angel of God 



appearing to David 



and of David's building an altar 




and offering burnt and fellowship offerings to God.  

So Solomon, in his wisdom 


is building the Holy Temple 



where God has appeared to both Abraham and David, 



and both have built altars to the Lord.  
It should be noted 


that David ran into the messenger of God there 



as he was trying to prevent the plague from wiping out his people 



and cries out, 


“17 When David saw the angel who was striking down the people, 



he said to the Lord, 




“I am the one who has sinned and done wrong. 





These are but sheep. 






What have they done? 




Let your hand fall upon me and my family.”  



Remember that for later.

So those parallels should be clear


 and have us primed.  

Yet, reading the text 


doesn't seem to address the issues.  

So let me give you some context.  SLIDE

If you recall 



we did a few months working through Abraham's story 



and most Sunday's we were legitimately disappointed in Abraham's faith.  

Once we get past our desire for him to have superhuman faith, 


we rest on the reality that his faith is reflective of ours.  

Usually falling short,  


but every once in awhile, 



actually producing what our words proclaim.  SLIDE
We can hear this in verse 5.  


Abraham knows the purpose of the trip, 



but proclaims to his servants, 


“Stay here with the donkey 



while I and the boy go over there. 


We will worship 


and then we will come back to you.” 

If Abraham is going to follow directions, 


it seems only he will come back to you.  

To be fair, 


we could also read this as trying not to make Isaac suspicious.  

As we read on, 


we can hear such suspicion growing in Isaac SLIDE


as he asks about the lack of sacrifice.  
A common pattern in Jewish writings 


is to leave open multiple possibilities 


and force you to read on 



to determine which possibility is meant.  

So Abraham replies, SLIDE

“God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” 



And the two of them went on together. 

In order to set ourselves up well for what is to happen, 


we need to paint the scene 


and realize we can use many of the props from last week.  

In verse 6, SLIDE

we are told that Isaac is carrying the wood.  

Last week in Genesis 3, 


we had the whole garden, 



but we also had two specifically named trees.  




The Tree of Life 




and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  


We were supposed to avoid one 


and feast upon the other.  

We took the wrong one 


and were removed from the garden 



so we did not eat of the Tree of Life while we were there.  

This week, 


we only have one wood, 



so far.  


Will we have a second tree in the story?  

Which one should we choose 


and which will bring life?

To make the connection clearer, 


an interesting word choice is used here SLIDE


for the word knife that Abraham is carrying.   

mah·ak·eh·leth means knife, 


but it comes from the root word mah·ak·awl, 



meaning food.  

So it is a derivative meaning 


instrument to eat food.  

As you hopefully remember, 


eating certain foods was the issue last week.  
Our rabbit trail becomes full circle in verse 10 SLIDE

where Abraham, “reached out his hand 



and took the knife to slay his son.” 

Shalach  yad appears at the end of Genesis 3, 


when Yahweh says, 



“He must not be allowed to reach out his hand 




and take also from the tree of life and eat, 





and live forever.”  

Reaching out our hand 


brings major change towards death, 

so we hear in verse 12 from the Lord to Abraham, SLIDE

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” 



Al Shalach Yad!  

Abraham puts the food 


or the knife back where it came from.  

The first issue of Adam and Eve's disobedience has been rectified.  SLIDE
Abraham has shown that it is possible to follow the will of God, 


to trust that God's way is sufficient.  

As Hebrews acknowledges, SLIDE

Abraham in this setting, 



knew that God would provide somehow.  

The text then takes a big step and says, 


“Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, 



and figuratively speaking, 


he did receive Isaac back from death.”

But how?  


A sacrifice was called for.  


A sacrifice needed to be made.  

How are Abraham and Isaac both able to come down the hill?  SLIDE

Remember the second tree that was needed to complete the Genesis 3 parallel?  

We have it now with this forest thicket.  SLIDE

This ram tangled by its horns 



provides the life necessary to make Abraham right with God.

We need to remember, 


while we celebrate Abraham's faith in this instance 


and occasionally else where, SLIDE


he probably would not have passed a job background check 




to work at McDonalds.  



Letting other men mary your wife, 



sending another wife into the desert to die with her infant, 



lying to kings 




and the list goes on.  


Abraham was a very sinful man.  

So when we start to wonder 


how Abraham could have even thought about offering his only son, 


if we hold this reality into the wonderment, 



we soon realize that this type of sacrifice SLIDE

would be necessary to make up for the wrongs Abraham has done 


and the wrongs we have done.  

Abraham was willing 


because he knew it should be him on that altar.

Once God sees that Abraham was willing to offer his world, SLIDE

his only son as an Olah 



or burnt offering.  


An offering saying I am 100% committed to you Yahweh, 



Abraham is given a substitution.  

The logic goes, SLIDE

“If I die, 



what more can I offer you?”  

God sees that Abraham is finally ready 


to trust Yahweh's knowledge of Good and Evil 



over his own, 


so Yahweh gives Abraham 



the ram as a substitutionary offering.

Fast forward 2000 years to 33 ad, SLIDE

and Jesus of Nazareth is again near a tree.  

He has been in a thicket in the Garden of Gethsamane 


asking if this hour and cup might pass him by, 

but concluding with, 


“Not my will, 



but your will be done.”  
Again proclaiming that the Father's Knowledge of Good and Evil 


is better than man's.  SLIDE
He lays down his life 


for all the sheep. 

He is in the line of David, 


the punishment falls on him.  

He takes on the consequences of eating the fruit 


and surely he dies.  

The way in which he did this however, 


was not carrying any guilt of his own, 


but the guilt of the world on his shoulders, 

and this leads to a conclusion that did not seem possible.

Just as Abraham ascended Mount Moriah 


knowing that he had been called to offer up his son 


and had no idea how he would come back with Isaac, 



other than as a bag of ashes and dust, SLIDE
so we had no idea how Jesus would be the resurrection and the life 


as he hung on that tree.  

How was God going to bring redemption to the world 


if the son was dead?

The answer is, 


he was dead, 



for three days.  

On the third day 


he rose again.  SLIDE
All of those who declare that Jesus is Lord, 

 
are proclaiming 



Jesus has better knowledge of good and evil than we do 



and we are willing to follow his way.  SLIDE
All those who declare that Jesus is their savior, 


are declaring that 



Jesus laid down his life 




so that we didn't have to, 



but instead we can keep it 




and lay it down before our savior for him to use to his glory.  

All that do this, 


shall have eternal life with him.

Abraham and Isaac set up this reality 


as being possible for us.  

Not fully enacted, 


because an animal can never fully pay for our life.  

But God himself, 


dying in our place can.  

That is one of the reasons we are here to praise and worship God this day.  


Let us remember how Jesus did that for us 



and tell the story again 




through bread 




and the fruit of the vine.
מַאֲכָל [maʾakal /mah·ak·awl/   food
מַאֲכֶלֶת [maʾakeleth /mah·ak·eh·leth/] knife
Ishmael and Hagar sent away, like Yahweh had to send Adam and Eve out of the garden.

We will in vs 4- 


Life out of non-life


Limit suspicion

eater=knife

wood=tree of life, good and bad


placed on Isaac

Inverted the taking of tree and food are inverted


two become one.

Father, son call of yahweh and adam


two together as one

see the place, we will

aqad, the binding vs sacrifice of Isaac

“send out your hand” adam sent out his hand to take the fruit of life gen 3:22

Now I know that you fear- Fear of the Lord- trusting the god had knowledge of good and evil that is superior to mine.

In the place


tree bush has offering that will give life to his son, when son given over to death.

Mt. Moriah-Yahweh will see.. v 14. Yahweh will take care of it.


Temple where heaven meets earth


altar where we surrender over to God.



Suffering servant poems

hebrews 11:17

Proverbs 16:9


Knows vs Determines

When we surrender, God swears an oath


your seed will inherit the gates of the endmies



17 chaiastic

You listened to my voice


heel of the fact-


Future seed- 3:15



Adam and eve are never cursed.  Land is.

Gen 12:6-8, tree of moreh, then tent. Altars.


Plants a garden where eden peace happens. Gen 21

3 day from dessert to the mountain.


Journey to death, but surprise reversal of death on the 3rd day.

Genesis 12:1 “Go forth from” first test


22:3 Get going” final test

Nissah- prove, make public, to demonstrate the trusth about something


Posistive-opportunity to show loyalty and prepardness


Negative- a temptation or trap

Olah offering, whole animal goes up.

