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What exactly does it mean to be in “Good” 

standing with the Church?  When a question 

such as this is asked, everyone’s focus usually 

turns to money.  As a priest that is one of  the last 

thoughts that crosses my mind.  “Father, are you 

saying stewardship is not important?!” No, it is 

important. It is a responsibility that each of  us 

has, and here at St. George we have been 

blessed.  People are generous with their 

commitment to the financial security of  the 

Church.  We even have people that give 

anonymously to help others out and for various 

things.  And I thank God for each and every one 

of  you.  

! But when I hear the term “Good Standing,” 

my mind is drawn to a much more serious 

condition.  The question that I hear is, “Is a 

person in “Good” standing to receive the 

sacraments of  the Church?”  And that is what I 

want to speak to you about today.  

! Each of  us at our baptism was clothed with a 

new spotless garment, and we pray to, “Keep 

the garment of  immortality in which he (she) has  

been clothed undefiled and spotless, by Your 

grace preserving the seal of  the Spirit unbroken, 

and being gracious to him (her) and to us in the 

multitude of  Your mercies,” but things happen - 

mainly LIFE happens.  And in life we stumble 

and sometimes even fall.  While this is a 

problem, a much more monumental issue is 

when we don’t strive to correct the situation 

(whatever the reason may be).  

! Just as a child will get bumps, bruises, cuts 

and scrapes playing, we incur spiritual bumps 

and bruises.  This happens when we fail to live 

up to our potential, when we are selfish cutting 

God and others out.  Unlike that child, whose 

body will generally heal on it’s own, spiritual 

bumps and bruises can easily hemorrhage if  not 

tended, and what started out to be minor can 

become spiritually crippling, alienating us 

completely from God.

The “Nuts and Bolts”

" There are many things that separate us from 

God, each other and the potential we were 

created to be.  These sins also sever us from the 

sacraments of  the Church.  This is not done as 

punishment but for protection (I will address this 

issue in a moment!).
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! The “Nuts and Bolts” - everyone wants to 

know the specifics - when am I okay and when I 

am not.  I will preface all of  this by saying first 

and foremost that if  I am not spiritually 

struggling to overcome my shortcomings - 

overcome the feelings of  animosity towards 

others, the sinful thoughts and actions however 

minor they may be, I should not approach the 

Chalice.  When I use the word “struggle” it is 

used in an active not passive sense.  Feeling bad 

or upset about a situation doesn’t cut it, taking 

action to stop the situation does!  (Again, I will be 

speaking of  this action in a moment.)  

! Engaging in sex outside of  marriage,

" Living with someone outside of  marriage,

! Getting married outside the Church - all 

separates us from the sacraments of  the Church.  

This includes if  a person dies before rectifying 

their situation.  In such cases there is not a 

Church funeral.  The Biblical word for this sin is 

‘fornication.’  I encourage you to pick up your 

Bible and look this one up - the Bible has a lot to 

say about this.  Here is one brief  excerpt from St. 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (5:3-7):

! “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, 

let it not even be named among you, as it is fitting for 

saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse 

jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of  thanks.  

For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor 

covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in 

the kingdom of  Christ and God.  Let no one deceive you 

with empty words, for because of  these things the wrath of 

God comes upon the sons of  the disobedience.  Therefore 

do not be partakers of  them.”

"  

Protection not Punishment

" How is preventing someone from receiving 

the sacraments protection?  To answer this let us 

examine a quote from the Bible and a prayer in 

the Divine Liturgy.

! 1.)  In St. Paul’s First Letter to the 

Corinthians, right after exhorting everyone to 

receive Communion, he warns us (11:27-32):

! “Whoever, therefore, easts the bread or drinks the cup 

of  the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of  

profaning the body and blood of  the Lord.  Let a man 

examine himself, and so eat of  the bread and drink of  the 

cup.  For any one who eats and drinks 

without discerning the body eats and 

drinks judgement upon himself.  That is 

why many of  you are weak and ill, and 

some have died.  But if  we judged ourselves truly, 

we should not be judged.  But when we are judged by the 

Lord, we are chastened so that we may not be condemned 

along with the world.”

" 2.)  One of  the Communion prayers that is 

recited right before reception of  the Sacrament 

states:

" Loving Master, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not 

these Holy Gifts be to my condemnation because of  my 

unworthiness, but for the cleansing and sanctification of  

soul and body and the pledge of  the future life and 

kingdom.  It is good for me to cling to God and to place in 

Him the hope of  my salvation.

" So what do we make of  all this?  Partaking of  

the Body and Blood of  Christ is a critical 

moment in our lives, each and every time we 

approach the Chalice.  And as St. Paul states, we 

need to examine ourselves and then proceed to 

the Holy Gifts.   
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The Good News

" What do we do when we find something out of  order?  We take steps to rectify the situation.  As I 

briefly stated above, it is more than feeling bad about what has happened, it is taking concrete steps to 

change - to repent.

! As Fr. John Chyrssavgis states, “The Greek term for repentance, metanoia, denotes a change of  mind, a reorientation, 

a fundamental transformation of  outlook, of  man’s vision of  the world and himself, and a new way of  loving others and 

God.”  So we are changing our orientation.  This involves stopping whatever that is separating us from God, 

coming to the one sacrament we can receive - Confession, and taking steps to prevent this from 

reoccurring.  

! Saint John Chrysostom says it so beautifully: “Such is the love of  God for mankind that He never rejects genuine 

repentance, but even if  someone were to go beyond the limit of  evil and desired to return from there to the way of  virtue, He 

would receive and approach him, in fact, He is still more loving: for even if  one did not show all repentance - even the very least 

- He would reward him much for the little repentance shown.

" It is not He who ever turns away from us, but rather we who detach ourselves from Him.

! If  you have sinned and fallen, rise, arise please.  For the good and loving Master who was put to shame by your sin is 

beside you and does not reject cohabitation with you.  Give him your hand.”

! Arise and correct the situation!  That is what is basically all comes down to.  Whatever was the 

motivation, whatever was the mistake, whatever led us into our predicament - it doesn’t matter.  What 

matters at this one moment is to arise and take action.

"

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " Fr. John

Community News
Sunday School Dates:" " " " " " " " " " Community Dates:

September 7th - First Day of  Sunday School" " " " St. George Clean-Up Day - September 20th

September 21st - Sunday School Carnival " " " " " Greek Festival - October 24th - 26th

Services:

Every Saturday (unless there is a sacrament) - Great Vespers 6:00 p.m.

Every Sunday - Orthros 8:50 a.m., Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Weekday Service - Orthros 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy to follow.

September

  Monday - 1st, The Indiction (Beginning of  the Ecclesiastical Year)

Monday - 8th, Nativity of  the Theotokos
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WEDDING

 Dr. Mike Angelidis  and Tarah Leigh Fagen, were united in the Holy Sacrament of marriage on July 12.  Ms. Christina 

Doiranli from Greece was the Koumbara.  Mike is the son of  John and Litsa Angelidis.

CHRISMATION

Elmer Wells was Chris mated into the Orthodox faith on June 28.  Sponsor was Jo Ann Pagonis.

BAPTISM

Thalia Lynn Cline,  daughter of Markella Pagonis and Chris Cline was baptized on Sunday,  July 17.  Godparents  were 

George Petsalis and Melissa Pagonis,

Sophia Eva, daughter of Jessica and Dan Slusarchuk, was baptized on Sunday, August 24.  Godparents  were Esta and 

Maria Bandi.  Sophia is the granddaughter of  Vicky and Roy Barney.  

BABY NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS to Maria and John Wells  of Highspire, PA, on the birth of their third child and second son, 

Alexander Cole, born on Saturday,  July 12, weighing 7 lbs.  11 oz. and  19 # inches long.  Proud grandparents are 

Marianna and Elmer Wells,

And to Michelle and Bryan Schuster on the birth of their first baby, Lucas  William, who was born on Wednesday, 

August 13, weighing 7 lbs. 6 oz and 20 inches long.  Proud grandparents are Shirley and Ed Wengier.

OUR CONDOLENCES...

CONDOLENCES are extended to the Angelidis  and Gianos families:  To Litsa and John Angelidis for the loss of her 

beloved mother Stella Tsavdaridou, who passed away in July in Thessaloniki, Greece,

And to Margo and Gus Gianos for the loss of her beloved brother, Panayiotis Kossivas who passed away on August 20, 

in Chicago, IL.

Eternal be their memory and may God grant comfort to their loving families.

OPAL A. PANOS MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP

CONGRATULATIONS to Andrew  Pontikes and Nicole 

Sambol who are this  year’s  recipients  of the Opal Panos 

$1,500.00 Memorial Scholarship.  Since there were two 

winners, each applicant received $1,000.00.

Andrew is the son of Dr. & Mrs. Leon Pontikes of 

Lawton, Oklahoma, and Nicole is  the daughter of Mr. & 

Mrs. Donny Sambol of Kansas City, Kansas, and the 

granddaughter of  Mrs. Jennie Phillips.

SEPTEMBER PROSPHORO 

SCHEDULE

SUNDAY – SEPT. 7TH – ELAINE BAPPERT

SUNDAY – SEPT. 14TH – TASIA VRENTAS

SUNDAY – SEPT. 21ST – MARY CHALOS

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28TH – ELAINE BAPPERT
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August 2, 2008 

Protocol 08-18 

The Reverend Priests, Deacons, and Monastics, 

The Respected Chanters, Choir Directors, and Choir Members, and 

The Pious Faithful of 

the Holy Metropolis of Denver 

Beloved in the Lord, 

At the Liturgical services of the Orthodox Church the local Body of Christ, the parish 

of the faithful Orthodox Christians, assembles to receive grace from God in word and 

sacrament, and offer to Him worship, praise, and thanksgiving. 

One characteristic of the Orthodox Christianity is its absolutely unchanging faith 

which is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.  Its liturgical practices reflect this unchanging 

reality, although they have over history embraced the local flavor of peoples, nations, and 

ethnicities throughout the world. 

Orthodox Christians therefore worship God in customary ways that become very 

intimate and personal to each one.  In our diverse and multiethnic American society, the 

very beautiful tradition of repeating the Lord's Prayer in the different languages of those 

present at the Divine Liturgy is an important way of recognizing this cultural intimacy of 

prayer. 

At the same time, there is, and must be, a typical, or normative, manner of celebrating 

the services within this Metropolis and throughout the Archdiocese.  The faithful must 

feel comfortable from parish to parish, whether they visit them during local feast days or 

on their own vacation and business travel. 

I am therefore addressing this protocol specifically to the Proistamenoi (pastors), 

chanters, and choir directors to establish and/or reaffirm certain norms for the divine 

services celebrated in this Metropolis. 

General: 

a. First and foremost: the Divine Services — and especially the Divine Liturgy — are 

never "performed" by the priest nor by the choir nor psalti on behalf of those "in 

attendance."  The Divine Liturgy is not entertainment for an audience, but rather it is 

for the spiritual uplifting of those who actively participate in it. 

b. Second, and equally preeminent: the Divine Services are participatory for all who 

are present  Proistamenoi, chanters, and choir directors must keep in mind that the 

services are structured in such a way as to allow the parishioners to participate, as 
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they wish.  Chanters and choirs exist to lead, assist, and support the faithful in the 

worship services. 

c. As a corollary to these points, the melodies of the responses and hymns should be 

standard, simple, and accessible to the faithful.  There is, of course, the proper place 

for those with more musical training and practice to chant certain major hymns and 

anthems to provide greater beauty and for the spiritual edification of those present. 

d. The English text for all petitions, exclamations and prayers is to be exactly as 

promulgated in the Ieratikon issued to all clergy of this Metropolis as an enclosure to 

my Protocol 08-17, dated August 1, 2008. 

e. The responses by the chanter and choir are likewise exactly as promulgated in the 

same Ieratikon issued as an enclosure to Protocol 08-17, dated August 1, 2008.  I am 

asking the Metropolis of Denver Church Music Federation to prepare the necessary 

adjustments to the choir music for certain hymns which the parishioners could easily 

sing.. 

f. The response to the petition in the Litanies, "Help us, save us, have mercy on us, 

and protect us, O God, by Your grace," is "Lord, have mercy;" it is not "Amen."  This 

applies to Vespers, Matins, the Liturgy, etc. 

g. The Trisagion ("Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us"): 

(1) Whenever the Trisagion Hymn is sung, the phrase "Holy God, Holy Mighty, 

Holy Immortal" is always to be repeated three times, followed by "Glory..., now 

and ever..., Holy Immortal have mercy on us", and again once more: "Holy God, 

Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us." 

(2) It is theologically incorrect to sing it only twice before "Glory..., now and 

ever... etc." 

(3) The Trisagion is always to be sung as "Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, 

have mercy on us." 

(4) It is incorrect to sing or say such things as "Holy is God, Holy and Mighty ... 

etc."  This is strictly forbidden especially because it weakens the concept of God 

as the Trinity 

h. The rubrics for censing are covered in my Teleturgical Encyclical 2, dated January 

31, 2001. 

i. The rubrics for the wearing of the kalymavxion (and epikalymavxion or veil) are 

covered in my Teleturgical Encyclical 20, dated July 31, 2008. 
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j. In our tradition the Beautiful Gate and curtain is opened before the beginning of a 

service, and is not closed until after the Dismissal.  There is no opening and closing of 

doors and curtains, except as separately described in the rubrics for the Presanctified 

Divine Liturgy during Great Lent.  We do not follow the monastic Typikon or the 

Slavic liturgical practice in our parishes. 

k. In accordance with the decision of the Eparchial Synod, all prayers are designated 

to be "Recited by the Priest."  The distinctions of "Silently," "Quietly," and "In a low 

voice," have been suppressed.  By directing the Priest to "Recite" the prayers, it is 

understood that he is allowed the pastoral freedom to say them loud enough so that 

the faithful can hear them if he deems this to be appropriate in his own parish.  He 

may likewise, also for pastoral reasons, recite certain prayers "Inaudibly." 

l. All Gospels at all services, Sacraments, and Liturgies are read by the Celebrant 

(First Priest), except at the Divine Liturgy where it is read by the First Deacon or by 

the most Junior Priest. 

m. In accordance with the decision of the Eparchial Synod, at no time during the 

Divine Liturgy does the Chanter or Choir ever respond "Lord, have mercy.  Lord, 

have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Holy Master/Father, bless." to any exclamation. 

Vespers: 

n. Vespers in our liturgical tradition does not begin with the Trisagion Prayers.  

Rather it begins with the priest exclaiming "Blessed is our God ...," and the chanter 

immediately responding "Amen.  Come let us worship, etc. ..." 

o. Psalm 103, any Old Testament readings, and the Evening Prayer ("Make us worthy, 

Lord, to be kept this evening without sin ...") are read by the Chanter, unless the 

bishop presides. 

p. If a Hierarch is presiding, he reads Psalm 103, the Old Testament readings, and the 

Hymn of Simeon the God-Bearer ("Lord, now let your servant depart ..."), not the 

Chanter or the Priest. 

Matins: 

q. Only the Senior Priest (and up to two Deacons) celebrate (or participate) in Matins. 

r. Matins is celebrated by the Priest who is first in seniority; the Proskomide is done 

by the Priest second in seniority. 

s. After the Second Priest makes his commemorations at the Proskomide, any other 

concelebrant clergy approach the Prothesis and make their commemorations.  The 

Senior Priest then completes the Proskomide and covers the Gifts; at a hierarchical 
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Liturgy the Hierarch commemorates the names, assisted by the Priest, completes the 

Proskomide, and covers the Gifts. 

t. Matins begins with the priest exclaiming "Blessed is our God ...," and the chanter 

responding "Amen."  The Priest then says "Glory to You, O God, Glory to You.  

Heavenly King Comforter ...," and the Chanter says "Holy God, etc." 

u. The Deacon first participates in Matins at the petitions preparatory for the Matins 

Gospel.  All petitions and prayers prior to this point in Matins are recited by the First 

Priest. 

v. The Sunday (Eothinon) Gospel is read from the south side of the Holy altar.  All 

other Matins Gospels are read facing the people. 

w. The First Priest censes during the Great Doxology. 

x. The final two Litanies, Prayer, and Dismissal of Matins are read quietly by the 

Priest (and concelebrants) after the censing, while the Great Doxology is being sung. 

y. If there are concelebrant priests, they stand before the Holy Altar, after the 

dismissal of Matins and make three reverences (saying "Glory to God ..., Lord open 

my lips ..."), venerate the Gospel and altar, and then make three more reverences 

before returning to their respective places at the north and south sides of the Altar. 

z. A Chrismation may be done between the end of the Great Doxology and the 

Troparion ("Today salvation ...").  It may not be done during the Divine Liturgy.  The 

Mystery of Chrismation, like any other (except for Ordination) is done outside the 

Divine Liturgy. 

aa. No Artoklasia or other service is to take place at the end of Matins.  The 

Artoklasia and Mnymosynon/Trisagion Services are to be done at the end of the 

Divine Liturgy; an Artoklasia may be done during Great Vespers.  Although the 

Artoklasia may be done at the end of Matins in the Church of Greece, this is not our 

practice in parishes under the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the United States. 

Divine Liturgy: 

bb. At the Divine Liturgy the First and Second Antiphons are to be sung with the 

prescribed Sunday, daily, or festal Psalm verses.  The National Forum of Church 

Musicians has published these for the use of Chanters and Choirs.  It is not enough to 

simply sing "Through the intercessions ...," or "Save us O Son of God ..." alone 

without the Psalm verses. 

cc. The Epistle Reading is done as follows: 

(1) Facing the Altar, the Reader intones the first verse of the Prokeimenon. 
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(2) The Deacon, or Junior Priest, says "Let us be attentive." 

(3) The Reader intones the second verse of the Prokeimenon. 

(4) The Deacon, or Junior Priest, says "Wisdom!" 

(5) The Reader turns, faces the congregation, and intones "The Reading ..." 

(6) The Deacon, or Junior Priest, says "Let us be attentive." 

(7) The Reader intones the Epistle.  When he is finished, he receives a blessing 

from the Celebrant. 

dd. The First Deacon censes the Holy Gospel as the First Priest quietly reads the 

prayer. "You have shined within our hearts ..."  Whether the Deacon or Priest censes, 

only the Gospel is censed. 

ee. The Homily should normally be delivered following the Gospel. 

ff. In accordance with the decision of the Eparchial Synod, the petitions following the 

Gospel, including those for the Catechumens, are cited in the Typical text of the 

Liturgy, but are never to be intoned by either the Priest or the Deacon unless 

specifically directed to do so by a Hierarch. 

gg. The Second Litany of the Faithful ("Again and again ..., Help us, save us ...) is 

intoned by the Deacon or the First Priest.  After reading the Prayer, "Again and 

oftentimes ...," the Deacon or First Priest says "Wisdom!" and the First Priest exclaims 

the ekphonesis, "That always being protected ..."  This is not always done in other 

Metropolises, however it is a good introduction after the homily leading into the 

Cherubic Hymn. 

hh. At the Great Entrance, the exclamation is only: "May the Lord God remember all 

of you in His Kingdom, always; now and ever and to the ages of ages."  No other 

commemoration is made by any clergyman, except by the Hierarch at a Hierarchical 

Liturgy.  The exclamation may be repeated, especially in other languages, at the 

discretion of the Proistamenos or Celebrant. 

ii. If a Deacon is serving, the dialogue between him and the Celebrant is done after 

placing the Gifts on the Altar and censing them, prior to the Deacon exiting the Holy 

of Holies. 

jj. If there are concelebrant Priests, it had been the custom to sing "I will love You, 

Lord, my Strength ..." instead of "Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Trinity One in essence 

and inseparable."  In accordance with the decision of the Eparchial Synod this is no 

longer to be done. 
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(1) At all times, in every Liturgy, "Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Trinity ..." is to be 

sung.  It may be repeated while the concelebrant clergy venerate the Holy Gifts 

and greet one another with the Kiss of Peace. 

kk. In accordance with the decision of the Eparchial Synod the Kiss of Peace is to be 

exchanged exclusively by the concelebrant clergy, and is not to be encouraged for the 

faithful. 

ll. The Second Deacon raises the Asterisk over the Holy Gifts as the Celebrant 

intones, "Singing the victorious hymn, shouting out, proclaiming, and saying." 

mm. The Celebrant raises the Holy Gifts as he intones "Your own of Your own, we 

offer to You in all, and for all."  The Gifts are not raised by a Deacon 

nn. After the Celebrant intones "Your own of Your own ...," the Chanter or Choir sings 

"We praise You ..." while the Celebrant quietly reads the words of consecration.  The 

Consecration Prayer is not read audibly nor does the congregation recite the "Amens" 

which are said only by the Deacon and Priest(s). 

oo. During the Megalynarion the Celebrant censes the Gifts, then gives the censer to 

the Deacon who stands behind the Holy Altar and makes commemorations of those 

who are deceased from the names submitted for the Oblation. 

pp. In accordance with the decision of the Eparchial Synod, after the blessing, "And 

the mercies of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ will be with all of you," the 

Deacon or Priest recites only the  five following petitions: 

(1) Having commemorated all the saints, again and again in peace let us pray to 

the Lord. 

(2) For the Precious Gifts offered and sanctified, let us pray to the Lord. 

(3) That our God Who loves mankind, Who has received them at His holy, and 

supra-heavenly, and noetic altar as a sweet spiritual fragrance, may in return 

send down upon us the Divine Grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit, let us pray. 

(4) For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, danger, and necessity, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

(5) Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, by Your grace. 

qq. The six petitions, beginning with "That the whole day may be perfect, holy, 

peaceful, and sinless ...," are not to be intoned by either the Priest or the Deacon — 

unless specifically directed to do so by a Hierarch, which is the custom usually only at 

the ordination of a Deacon. 
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rr. At the discretion of the Proistamenos or Celebrant, the Lord's Prayer may be 

repeated in as many languages as may be appropriate to the congregation. 

ss. After the elevation, when the Celebrant exclaims, "Holy things for the holy," the 

Chanter or Choir sings "One is Holy ...," followed by the appointed Koinonikon.  The 

Koinonikon should be sung repeatedly until the Deacon (or Priest) is ready to 

proclaim "With the fear of God ...," and distribute Holy Communion. 

tt. After singing the Koinonikon the faithful who are to receive Holy Communion 

should read the Communion Prayers quietly to themselves, concluding by repeating 

"Of Your Mystical Supper ..."  The prayers should not be read aloud simply because 

some in the congregation do not plan to receive and the reading of the prayers out 

loud is not logical or appropriate. 

uu. Concelebrant clergy receive Holy Communion as follows: 

(1) If a Hierarch is Communing the clergy: The clergy approach the Hierarch from 

the south side of the Holy Altar, receive the Body from him, walk 

counterclockwise to the east side of (behind) the Altar, consume the Body there, 

walk counterclockwise to the north side, approach the Hierarch, receive from the 

Cup, walk past the Hierarch (counterclockwise), and resume their positions. 

(2) If there is no Hierarch: The concelebrants approach from the north side of the 

Altar; after the Celebrant has received both the Body and Blood, each Priest 

individually receives Holy Communion, taking both the Body and the Cup, and 

leaves the Altar moving in a counterclockwise direction; the Junior Priest 

communes the Deacon(s). 

vv. Non-celebrating Clergy receive Holy Communion in exactly the same manner, but 

following the Celebrant/Concelebrating Clergy.  The order is: Concelebrant Priests, 

Participating Deacons, non-celebrating Priests, and finally non-participating Deacons. 

ww. During the distribution of Holy Communion to the faithful, the Chanter or Choir 

should sing one of the following as appropriate and as directed by the Proistamenos: 

(1) "Of Your Mystical Supper ..." during much of the year. 

(2) "Body of Christ ..." during the Paschal season. 

(3) The appointed Koinonikon of the Feastday or season. 

xx. After the distribution of Holy Communion, and the exclamation by the Celebrant, 

"... now and ever ...," the Chanter shall read the prayer "Let our mouths be filled with 

Your praise ..." 
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yy. The response to the exclamation "Let us depart in peace.  Let us pray to the Lord." 

is simply "Lord, have mercy."  The Priest then reads the Prayer Behind the Ambon. 

zz. If a Memorial Service (Mnymosynon), Trisagion, or Artoklasia is to be celebrated 

on a Sunday, it is done immediately after the Chanter or Choir finishes singing 

"Blessed be the name ..."  The Liturgy them concludes with the customary Dismissal.  

If both a Mnymosynon/Trisagion and an Artoklasia are to be celebrated, the 

Mnymosynon/Trisagion is done first and the Artoklasia is done last. 

aaa. The response to the exclamation "Let us pray to the Lord." is simply "Lord, have 

mercy."  The Priest then intones "The blessing of the Lord and His mercy come upon 

you ... 

bbb. The Dismissal is as follows: 

(1) "Glory to You, O God, glory to You." 

(2) Note: Neither the Chanter nor the Choir sings "Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have 

mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Holy Master, bless." 

(3) "May (He Who is risen from the dead,) Christ our true God through the 

intercessions ..." 

(4) The Chanter or Choir with the congregation sings "The one who blesses us ..." 

as the Celebrant reads the Dismissal. 

ccc. After the Celebrant intones, "Through the prayers of our holy fathers ..." and the 

Chanter or Choir responds, "Amen.," the Celebrant blesses the faithful saying, "The 

Holy Trinity protect all of you." 

I ask that you print this Protocol in the Parish bulletins and newsletters.  It may be 

done in several installments as you deem appropriate.  The forty-six pastoral directions I 

am issuing to you above are not suggestions or recommendations, but together with the 

instructions contained in my Teleturgical Encyclicals and related Protocols are given to 

establish standards and uniformity among the parishes of this Metropolis. 

With Paternal Blessings, 

 
! Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver 

TO BE PRINTED IN ALL PARISH BULLETINS AND NEWS LETTERS 


