


Hunter and Parker Sexton are brothers who live in Northport 

and are active in their youth group at Christ Harbor Method-

ist Church. Hunter, a 17 year old junior at TCHS, plays the ten-

or sax in the Blue Velvet Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, and the 

Black Warrior Winds. He is in the TC Choir, is a TC ambassa-

dor, and a member of Forerunners. Parker, a 13 year old 7th 

grader at Echols, performs with Tuscaloosa Children's Theatre 

and the Actors Charitable Theatre. He plays alto sax in the 

Echols Band and volunteers with Arts n Autism. They both 

love jazz music, Legos, and Star Wars. 

Front cover artwork by Hunter & Parker Sexton 



Samantha, Alabama   

In the northern part of Tuscaloosa County, Alabama exists a hidden treasure!  A 
wonderful community called Samantha.  Named by the first postmaster whose 
wife was Samantha.  Home of The Northside Rams, The Annual Legacy of 
Love Festival and local landmark Good Shepherd Statue. 

It’s a country life and southern to the core.  You won’t find much fine din-

ing.  Well, unless you are like us and consider steaks on the grill, fresh vegeta-

bles, homemade ice cream and sweet tea or fresh squeezed lemonade fine 

dining.  You won’t find any art museums.  Well, unless you consider a beautiful 

blue sky cathedral or the most amazing sunset you have ever seen a piece of 

art.  You won’t find a lot of entertainment.  Well, unless you consider lots of 

porch sitting opportunities and sharing a cup of coffee with a friend entertain-

ing.  You won’t find a lot of industry.  Well, unless you consider farming, logging, 

country stores, produce stands, etc.,  as way of making a living.  You won’t find 

any symphonies.  Well, unless you consider birds singing as one of the most 

melodious sounds you’ve ever heard.  You won’t find any Societies or Country 

Clubs.  Well, unless you consider a group of folks who belong to the same 

church or Sunday school class such a 

group.  You won’t find any colleges or uni-

versities.  Well, unless you consider the 

school of common sense, hard work and 

fear of The Lord as knowledge. 

Please visit us soon and often.  Travel that 

country road to the end of the County and 

experience it for yourself.  You won’t be dis-

appointed.  We promise. 



Welcome to Shepherd Hill and the 5th Annual Legacy of Love 

Festival.  We are so glad you came and we hope you enjoy your time 

here making memories with us. We believe there is magic in 

ordinary days! 

Thank you so much for speaking only positive and uplifting words to 

one another.  Let us always honor and glorify our Lord and Savior.   

Shepherd Hill  an alcohol free, family environment.   

WELCOME 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 

John 10:11 



Schedule of Events 

Emcee:  Jeff Long 

11:00  Welcome & Recognition of Design Winners – Hunter & Parker Sexton 

11:15 Jake Dutton, Moulton, Alabama 

11:45 Shannon Knight, Guin  Alabama 

12:30 James Smith on the Autoharp, Owens Crossroads, AL 

1:15 Ally Skelton, Samantha, Alabama 

1:30 Calling All Kids – Birthday Party Hour 

  -Katelyn Smith & Mawmaw Becky (1 song) 

-Skit w/Becca & Bree Bynum, Katelyn & Maygan Smith and Ava Claire Hughes, Di-

rected by Angel Upchurch 

  -Drama/Story with Joe Jones 

  -All Kids interactive songs with Dex & Anna Stanley 

  -Everyone sings Jesus Loves Me 

 Cake & Ice Cream 

2:30 Dex & Anna Stanley, Hartselle, Alabama 

3:30 Jeff Long Band, Kennedy, AL 

4:30 Addison Johnson, Nashville, TN 

5:30  O’liviajade Frizzell, Nashville, TN 

Crowd Sings I Saw the Light 

 

Train Schedule:   11:00-1:00; 2:30-3:30; 4:00-5:00 

Pony Schedule: 11-12:00; 12:30-1:30; 2:30-3:30; 4:30-500 – (15 years old and under)  

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent great-
ness! Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! Praise him 
with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise him with 
sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! Psalm 150:1-6  



Jeff Long - Emcee and Event Host 

Jeff has been in the ministry since he was 14 years old.  He has 

been the Pastor of Higdon Church in Kennedy, Alabama for 

nine years.  He has served as commissioner for Lamar County, 

Alabama since 2016 and has been self employed (u'lity con-

struc'on) since 1999.   

 

He and his wife Mary have been married for 30 years and 

have three adult children.  

I'm honored to be 
part of anything 
that promotes the 
Gospel and  honors 
my Lord and Savior. 
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Thanks to Sound Engineer,  

Dex Stanley, Hartselle, Alabama 

 

Dex serves as Worship Team Leader at his 

church, No Fences Cowboy Church of Morgan 

County, where he plays lead guitar.  He is a 

production control team member with Toyota 

Manufacturing in Huntsville.   He and his 

wife, Anna, are expecting their first child in 

August. 

Thanks to Mickey Mouse 

Cody Allen Shelby- Cody is a current 

Disney Cast Member for The Walt Disney 

Company. He is a licensed Disney Char-

acter Performer with the Walt Disney 

World Resort in Orlando, Florida. Cody 

completed the Disney College Program 

and has now been inducted into the Dis-

ney Alumni Association. He also partici-

pates in Disney’s Adopt-a- School Pro-

gram for local schools in Tuscaloosa. Co-

dy also serves as our 2018 Goodwill Am-

bassador for the State Of Alabama. He 

loves using his God given talents to uplift 

people and help make their dreams come 

true. 



Thank you Norwood-Wyatt Chapel for providing tents for 
the Legacy of Love Festival.  We appreciate you! 





Addison Johnson  
 

Addison is an accomplished neo-

tradi'onal country singer and songwrit-

er based in Nashville, TN.  His latest al-

bum debuted at #11 on iTunes Country 

Charts, and he is currently on a very 

packed 2018 tour!  Check out his music 

and creden'als at AddisonJohnsonMu-

sic.com for more info. 



The Jeff Long Band 
 

The Jeff Long Band is a bluegrass-gospel 
group that travels throughout Mississippi and 
Alabama spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Jeff Long (Lead/Harmony Vocals and Guitar) 

 

Sara Long (Lead/Harmony Vocals and Fiddle) 

 

Jimmy Joe Holsonback (Mandolin) 

 

Randy Glascow (Lead/Harmony Vocals and Banjo) 

 

Greg Turner (Lead Vocals and Upright Bass) 

 

Dex and Anna Stanley, 

Hartselle, Alabama 

Dex and Anna found love through music  

and  together they are in the band at 

No Fences Cowboy Church of Morgan 

County, AL.  Dex is Johnny's grandson- 

Becky's youngest son. He is a self-

taught guitarist and acknowledges that 

his talent and passion for music is a gi? 

from God.  

Anna was born into a family of musicians and at a young age developed a love for 

singing. She enjoys using her talent  to glorify God and to bring joy to others. While 

music is not their career, it is a big part of their life together.  They serve on the wor-

ship team at No Fences Cowboy Church.  They are expec'ng their first child in Au-

gust. 



Bro. Joe Jones 

 

Bro. Joe Jones will be enac'ng a drama skit 'tled “The 

Ragman, The Ragman, The Christ”, wriDen by Walter 

Wangering, Jr.  He is a re'red Professor with Welch Col-

lege.  He taught Speech and Drama and The Gospel of 

John.  He served as pastor also Pastor, re'ring from Salem 

Bap'st Church a?er 16 years.   

Jake Du�on, Moulton, Alabama 

 

Jake leads music at his church, Moulton Community Bap'st.  He serves as 

a Gideon with The Gideons Interna'onal Associa'on of Chris'an business 

and professional men and their wives dedicated to telling people about 

Jesus through associa'ng together for service, sharing personal tes'mo-

ny, and by providing Bibles and New Testaments. While we are o?en rec-

ognized for our work with hotels, we also place and distribute Scriptures 

in strategic loca'ons so they are available to those who want them, as 

well as to those who may not know they need them.  He and his wife, 

Connie, have three children and seven grandchildren.   



Angel Upchurch 

Angel choreographed the skit to the song “It S'll Takes the 

Blood”.  She is married to Ronnie Upchurch and together, they 

have two children, Bailee and Wesley. The Upchurch’s have been  

part of the Samantha community for over 20 years. Angel is a 

graduate of Tuscaloosa County High School. Ronnie, as well as, 

Bailee are both graduates of Northside High School and Wesley 

will be gradua'ng this year from Northside. Angel is a stay at 

home mom who, along with Ronnie, was ac've with Northside’s 

Toybowl football program and with any ac'vi'es their children par'cipated in during their 

school years. The Upchurch’s have been ac've members of Arbor Springs Bap'st Church 

since 2005 where Angel assisted with the drama department for 10 years, as well as, 

along with Ronnie, held other posi'ons around the church. Angel’s hobbies include, 

watching her children play sports, and she loves architectural photography.  

L to R:  Maygan Smith, Katelyn Smith, Bree Bynum, Becca Bynum, Ava Claire Hughes 

Performing the skit, “It S'll Takes the Blood”.   These precious girls are so full of life—

all smiles and giggles.  They have done a GREAT job geLng ready to perform.  Maygan 

and Katelyn  are the daughters of Shane & Misty Smith (Johnny’s Great Granddaugh-

ter’s); Bree and Becca are the daughters of Thomas and Alicia Bynum (Johnny’s Great-

Nieces) and Ava Claire is the daughter of Wesley and Alaina Hughes (Great-

Granddaughter of Faye & Jr. Hughes (long'me friends and next-door neighbors of 

Johnny).  Truly a Legacy of Love for Samantha, Alabama. 



Katelyn Faith Smith & Mawmaw Becky  

Katelyn sings with her sister, Maygan at Bethle-

hem Missionary Bap'st Church where her Daddy 

is the Pastor.  She sang on Shepherd Hill Opry 

stage at last year’s fes'val with Anna Stanley.  As 

she is geLng older, stage fright is creeping in.  As 

Mawmaw Becky was convincing her to sing this 

year with encouraging statements like “there’s 

nothing to be afraid of - you are singing for The 

Lord—you just belt it out like Anna does” she 

looked at her and said, “Will you sing with me?”  

So Mawmaw had to eat her words and join Kate-

lyn on stage.  Katelyn is the daughter of Shane 

and Misty Smith.  She is in the 3rd grade at Walker Elementary School. 

Ally Skelton, Samantha, Alabama 

Ally is 14 years old and aDends Northside Middle 

School.  She is a member of Sulpher Springs Freewill 

Bap'st Church where she is an ac've member of the 

praise and worship group as well as choir.  She is cur-

rently a music student of Mrs. Sarah Beams at Treble 

Makers Music Studio.  She is using music to try and 

spread the gospel and to reach others.  She is looing 

forward to using music to help her grow in her faith 

in God. 



James Smith  

 

Known as the “Autoharp-Man from Al-la-bam,” grew up in 

Huntsville, Alabama, at the foothills of the Appalachian 

Mountains. He weaves the art of songwriter, poet, story 

teller and historian with the musicianship of singer and in-

strumentalist. Smith sings Appalachian-style Old-Time 

Mountain music and accompanies himself with an Appala-

chian instrument, the autoharp, made famous by 

“Mother” Maybelle Carter. 

 

Smith is a re'red licensed professional counselor and cer'-

fied medical psychotherapist, specializing in marriage and 

family counseling. He is an ordained minister in the Cum-

berland Presbyterian Church. He has been married to Sa-

rah (WiaD) for 41 years, has three adult children and six grandchildren. 

Shannon Knight 

Shannon is a singing Evangelist.  He holds revivals 

all over the United States and is currently sched-

uling “Back to God America” Rallies.   

Shannon Knight has been singing professionally 

for many years. He began traveling with the Dar-

yl Williams Trio and has performed on the 

Gaither Homecoming Videos and Tour. In 2012, 

Shannon, signed with Crossroads/Skyland Label.   

He sings with Music City Quartet.   

Shannon is married to Haley Knight. They have 

four children, Anna Kate, Gracie, Kiptyn and Paislee. 

Contact:  (205) 468-8789 







Wanda serves on The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Opera'ons Board 



In loving memory of Kenneth M. Jones.  Kenneth loved the Samantha Community 

and he loved Northside High School.  Love Wayne Gilliam and Karen Sparks 

Le? to Right:  Wayne Gilliam, Karen Dyer Sparks, Kenneth Jones and Myra Butler 

In loving memory of my dad who passed away this year, Bobby Joe Mar'n. 

            Love Benny Mar'n 

 



Community Deaths 3/31/2017-April 1, 2018 

 

Baxter, John Wesley 10/5/05- 8/28/17 

Bigham, Bobby – age 62 DOD:  8/5/17 

Clements, Tommy Age 62 -  DOD:5/26/17 

Collins, Nina, age 82 – DOD:   

Crawford, Carol Ann, age 70 – DOD:  3/3/18 

Eubanks, Clara – Age 86 – DOB:  4/25/17 

Jones, Minnie Grace, Age 86 – DOD:  7/29/17 

Kimbrell, Cecil, Age 78 – DOD:  3/19/18 

Kuykendall, Jimmy – 11/30/1950 – 4/19/2017 

Logan, Wesley, age 95 – DOD:  5/10/2017  

Long , Robert Mae Gilliam DOD 9/14/17 

Moore, John 

Morris, Sandy, age 56 – DOD:  11/7/17 

Moss, Billy, age 87 – DOD:  7/25/17 

Nuckols, Rena Muriel, age 88 – DOD:  1/26/18 

Nuckols, Robert, Age 62:  DOD:  11/27/17 

Rogers, Dorothy 4/8/1932  - 12/20/2017  

Smalley, Wayne, age 76 – Dod:  2/12/18 

Smith, Randy (Snuff), age 60 – DOD:  6/5/17 

Thornton, Michael, age 65 – DOD:  5/5/17 

Watson, PauleDe, age 69 – DOD:  4/23/17 

WaDs, Rita, age 69 – DOD:  11/17/17 

WaDs, William, age 85 – DOD:  12/16/17 

 

The names on this list were submiDed by community members and family of the decedent  



 



Psalm 150 (KJV) 

150 Praise ye the L���. Praise God in his sanctuary: 
praise him in the firmament of his power. 
2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him accord-
ing to his excellent greatness. 
3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise 
him with the psaltery and harp. 
4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him 
with stringed instruments and organs. 
5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him up-
on the high sounding cymbals. 
6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the L���. 

Praise ye the L���. 





The Good Shepherd Founda'on is so excited for the opportunity to bring Guy Penrod back to Shepherd 

Hill Opry.  September 22nd has been reserved, but we need your help.  We believe our call is to minister 

to our neighbors and in doing so offer access to fellowship, music, food and the love of Christ at no cost 

to anyone who wants to come.  The only way we can do this is with partners who share this same heart.   

We believe and trust that bringing Guy Penrod back to rural Samantha will have great, posi've impact 

on our community as we fellowship together and he glorifies God through his music under the blue sky 

and twinkling stars of the open air.  Please prayerfully consider partnering with us financially.  

Even the smallest amount makes a difference.   For more informa'on go to our event page @  

goodshepherdfound.org/guy-penrod.html or call (205) 233-3794.  P.O. Box 83, Samantha, Alabama, 

35482 

Parking Offsite with shuDle to event.  Look for 

signs on Highway 43 North.   

Saturday, September 22, 2018 

 6:00 p.m. -
Shepherd Hill Opry,  
Samantha, Alabama 



6th Annual 

Saturday, April 20, 2019 

 



2018 Shepherd Hill Schedule of Events 

(Dates and Times Subject to Change) 

Addi'onal Events Added Periodically – Check Website for Updates 

February 27
th

  The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

March 27
th

  The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

April 14
th
  Workday on Shepherd Hill 

April 21
st

   5
th
 Annual Legacy of Love Festival 

April 24
th

  The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

May 22
nd

  The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

June 2
nd

  Concert on The Hill with Bill Mullis, Brunswick, Georgia 

June 26
th

  The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

July 24
th

  The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

August 28
th

  The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

September 19-21st Harvest Community Crusade with Shannon Knight – Special Music Nightly 

September 22
nd

 Guy Penrod (pending financial sponsorship) 

September 25
th

 The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

October 13
th
  Samantha Trade Day, Tractor Show and Fish Fry  Kenzy @ (205) 292-0045 

October 23
rd

  The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

November 20
th

 The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

December 5  Old Fashioned Christmas Carols &Tree Lighting on Shepherd Hill 

December 18
th

 The LiDle Closet Community Food Pantry Distribu'on 4:00-6:00 pm. 

 

Goodshepherdfound.org    theliDlecloset.org/events.html 

Email:  info@goodshepherdfound.org                                  Phone:  (205) 233-3794 



We are compiling a Cookbook of delicious recipes from the great cooks in our community.  We want to 

preserve the tried and true dishes of past genera'ons.  So, dig through your boxes and kitchen drawers 

for your Mother’s, Grandmother’s and Aunt’s favorites that you remember from family reunions and 

church func'ons.  We also want new recipes, so jot down your go to dishes so we can all enjoy them for 

years to come.   

 

You can drop handwriDen or typed recipes in the box at the Samantha Post Office; mail them to PO Box 

83, Samantha, AL, 35482; or email to editor@samanthaliving.com. 

 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR NAME WITH YOUR RECIPE 

Please ask your family and friends to join us in this great project and help us preserve our heritage for 

our Daughters and Granddaughters. 



 

 

 

 

































We couldn’t have done it without you. 









New Church Plant 

Sponsoring Church:  Northwood Hills Bap'st 

Contact Pastor Rusty Selman for more informa'on— (205) 246-7819 





























We proudly support 
the 5th Annual Legacy 
of Love Festival and 
our community 
through the ministries 
of The Johnny William-
son Good Shepherd 



We proudly support the 5th Annual Legacy of Love 
Festival and our community through the ministries of 
The Johnny Williamson Good Shepherd Foundation. 
 

The Little Closet Community Food Pantry 

Shepherd Hill Opry 

Pearl-Frances Chapel 
 

Legacy of Love in Ac�on 

Preserving the Heritage – Promo�ng the Future 

Sharing the love of Christ 

Samantha, Alabama 

 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

Becky & Benny Mar�n 

Samantha, Alabama 
 



 

 

5th Annual Legacy of Love 











  

  



  

  



  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  



In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way 

we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 

how he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.’   

MaDhew 20:35 



 

Program printed by One Source Office Products, Northport, Alabama 


